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THE 


EDITOR’S 

PREFACE- 


H E Reader has here an Edi¬ 
tion of The Voiage and 
Travaile of Sir John Maun- 
devile , Kt. publifhedfrom a 
Manufcript in the Cottonian Library, 
(marked , Titus. C. XVI.) about 300 
Tears oldy and collated with feven MSS, 
fome near as old as the Author’s time y 
and four old pr inted Editions . Two of 
the MSS. French, two Englifh, and 
one Latin are in the Kings Library y, 
one. Latin in the Cottonian y and one 
A 1 Englifh 
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iv The Editor’s Preface. 

Englirti in a private Hand. The prin¬ 
ted Editions are two Latin; one Sans 
Date, the other in R. Hakluyts CoUectt- 
ori ; printed at London, 1*98; one 
Englifh, printed at London, y6», 

and one Italian,— 1 5 3 7 • ^° e ar ! a j 

{tons of the Latin Copies are rparked , 

L i, 1 , 3, 4 ; of the Englilh, E i, ,i, 

, 4 • of the French, fi.ti md . °f 
■the Italian, I. Here are , <# In¬ 

dices ; owe o/t&e Contents, the other of 

ohfolete Words, - :■ 

This Edition agrees with the Latin 

and French MSS j and appears to be 
the tenuine Work of the Author- who 
r m s • /to ie tranflated it out of La¬ 
tin into French, and out of French into 

Enelilh; whereas all other printed tui¬ 
tions are fo curtaitd and tranfpos d,as 
to he made thereby other. Books- 1 ■ 
three Englilh MSS. named Hoove, as 
well as the Englilh printed Edition, 
contain a third part lefs than this, tor 

■ p • 6 •* nJ, • Inflance 
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The Editor s Preface y 

Itfftance; they wholly want , what is 
contain'd here y from Page 45 to 71. 

The Author y according to the humour 
of the times of Ignorance he liv'd in; 
has put into his Hifiory abundance of 
Miracles dnd firange things ,• fo .that 
the Title of one of the Latin MSS. is 
Itinerarium Johannis Maundevile, de 
Mfrabilibus Mundi: and his Engliih 
Trdnfcribers and Editors have taken 
care to preferue them all ; but have 
dr opt a great deal of what , now a days y 
will be counted the bejl part of the Book: 
He was ambitious of faying all he 
couldy of the places he treats of} and 
therefore has taken Monflers out of 
Pliny, Miracles out of Legehds, and 
firange Stories out of what will, now be 
called Romances. Thus his Story of 
t)oe Sparrow-hawky b kept in a Cafile 
in Armenia the lels, he has from John 
of Arras’s Hifiory of Melufine c : who 

J P. 176, 7, and 8. 

* Biblioth. R<*. 18. B. IL 

A $ after , 
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vi The Editor’s Preface. 

after invocating the Divine AJJiflance, 
Jays, The which Hyftory I have by- 
gonne, after the veray and true Cro- 
nykles,—and many other Bokes, that 
I have fought and overredde, for to 
accomplyfshe hit. So that the falfi - 
ties in this Hijlory are occafioned by 
other Authors, at that time accounted 
true $ and the fault of the • Hijlorian, 
that he did not name his Authors. How¬ 
ever , when he tells the mofi improbable 
Stories, he prefaces them with, Thei 
feyn, or, men feyn, but I have not 
fene it. And particularly, in Page 
381 and 2, he owns, that his Book 
is made partly from Hear-fay, and 
partly of his own Knowledge. Where he 
adds , that at his Requejl, the Pope 
caufed it to be examined by his Coun¬ 
cil ; who compar'd it with the Book, 
by which Mappa Mundi was made, 
and found) it true: and thereupon it ob¬ 
tain'd the approbation of his Holinefs. 
And if old Authors mujl be rejetted 

' for 





The Editors Preface, vii 

for putting firange Stories and Impro¬ 
babilities into their Hiftory, what will 
become of Venerable Bede. Gildas,. 
GeofFry of Monmonth, and the reft of 
our Englifh Hiftorians? 

IVhy then Jhould not this Author 
have his due Place and Regard, a- 
mongft the Writers of the Age he Ihfd 
in 5 and be believ'd, in what he fays of 
his own Obfervation, as much as other 
Hiftorians of thofe times, and of fuch like 
Matters ? He had extraordinary Qua¬ 
lifications and Opportunities, and was 
the chief Traveller of his time; having 
been 33 Degrees, 16 Minutes, South¬ 
ern Latitude, and 6 i Degrees, 10 
Minutes, Northern d . He mentions one, 
that tr availd round the Globe ; which 
he had heard of when, he was young e ; 
this probably infptPd him with an early 
Paffion for Travel! He was of a Fa¬ 
mily, that came into England with 
the Conqueror. He was a Man of 

d P.iiS>. «P. m. 

* A 4 Learning 



viii The Editor’s Preface. 

Learning and Subflance , had ftudied 
Phyfec and Natural Phdofophy f He 
was a confcientious good Man ,• as ap¬ 
pears from feveral Inflames in the 
Book g : particularly in p. 41 • where 
he fays , that the Sultan of Egypt would 
have, married him to a great Prince's 
Daughter , if he would have changd 
his Religion; and that he refus'd. 
He had the Sultan's great Seal , which 
procur'd him extraordinary Privileges', 
throughout his Dominions h .- and was ad¬ 
mitted to private Converfation with him 1 ; 
and duelled with him, as Soudyour 
in his Werres a gret while k . He al- 
J'o with his Fellow Travellers were Sol¬ 
diers under the Great Can of Cathay 
fifteen Months l . 

John Bale v in his Catalogue of British 
Writers,gives him a firieCharaBer: which 
follows , as tranflated by R. Hakluyt. 

f Sec Bale' s Account of him below: and P. 117, ro ziy. 

8 See the Prologue; and P. 14, 41, 101, 316, 343, 358, 
35 <J. 3 8i > 3 8 3 and 384. 

kP.98. i P. 166. kP. 41. ‘P. 163. 

John 
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The Editor’s Preface, ix 

u John Mandevil Knight, borne in 
“ the Towne of S. Albans, was'fo well 
€€ given to the finely of Leamingfromhis 
“ childhood, that he feemed to plant 
u a good part of his felicitie in the 
“ fame : for he fuppofed\ that the 
<c honour of his Birth would nothing 
u availe him , except he could render 
“ the fame more honourable , by his 
i( knowledge in good letters. Having 
u therefore well grounded himfelfe in 
“ Religion , by reading the Scriptures , 
“ he applied his Studies to the Art of 
“ Phyficke , a Profejfon worthy a no- 
“ ble Wit: but amongjl other things , 
“ he, was ravtjhed with a mightie de- 
“ fire to fee the greater parts of the 
“ Worlds as Alia and Africa. Having 
“ therefore provided all things neceffary 
“ for his journey , he departed from 
<c his Countrey , in the Teere of Chrifi 
<c 1 3 12 i an K as another Ulyfles, re- 
t( turned home , after the fpace of 34 
“ Teens, and was then knowen to a 
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x ‘ The Editor’s Preface. 

“ very fewe. • In the time of his Trd- 
“ vaile he was in Scythia, the greater 
“ and leffe Armenia, Egypt, both 
“ Libyas, Arabia, Syria, Media, Me- 
u fopotamia, Perfia, Chaldsa, Greece, 
“ Ulyrium, Tartarie, and divers other 
11 Kingdomes of the World: and having 
€i gotten by this meanes the knowledge 
“ of the Languages , leaf fo many 
“ and great varieties , and things mi- 
“ raculous, whereof himfelf had bene 
<c an eie wrtnesy Jhould perifh in ob- 
<c Irvion , he committed his whole Tra- 
(t veil of 34 Teeres to writings in 
a three divers tongues , Englifh, French 
“ and Latine. Being arrived again 
1( in England, andhavingfeenethe wick - 
“ ednes of that Age , he gave out this 
“ Speech: In our time, (fatd he) it 
u may be fpoken more truly then of 
“ olde, that Vertue is gone, the 
** Church is under foote, the Clergie 
u is in errour, the Devill raigneth, 
u and Simonie beareth the fway, 

“ He 


Digitized by 


Google 



The Editor s Preface, xi 

“ He dted at Lecge, in the Teere 
“ 1371, the 17 day of November, 
<c being there buried in the Abbie of the 
tc Order of the Gulielmites.” 

Abr. Ortelius, in his Itinerarium 
Belgian P. 1 6> has printed his Epitaph , 
which he found in the forefaid Abbte , 
thus: Hie jacet Vir nobilis, Dominus 
Johannes de Mandeville , aliter di&ns, 
adBarbanty Miles, Dominus de Camp- 
di, natus de Anglia , Medicine Pro- 
feffor, devociflimus Orator, & bono- 
rum largiflimus pauperibus erogator: 
qui toto quali Orbe luftrato, Leodti 
diem vite lue claufit extremum, anno 
Domini 1371, Menfis Novcmbris die 
17. And he fajs y that upon the fame 
Stone with the Epitaph, ts ingraven a 
Man in Armour , with a forked Beard y 
treading upon a Lion > and at the head 
of him y a hand of one blejfing htm y and 
thefe Words in French, Vos ki paleis 
i lor mi, pour l’amour Deix, proies por 
mi. That is y Ye that pals over me. 
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xii' The Editor’s Preface. 

for the love of God, pray for me; 
There is alfo a void place, for a Scutche¬ 
on ; wherein, he was told, was for¬ 
merly a Brafs Plate, with his Armei 
ingraven thereon; viz. a Lion Argent, 
with a Lunet Gules at his Breaft, in 
a Fteld Azure, and a Bor dure ingraled 
Or The Churchmen there Jhewed 
him alfo, the Knives, the Furniture of 
his Horfe, and the Spurs, which he 
ufed in his Travells. 

Ifs not unlikely, but Sir John Man- 
devil might get the Nick - name of 
ad Barbam, from his ufmg to wear a 
long Beard, when he was grown old ’ 
But at the end of the Latin printed E- 
dition of his Travells, there is mention* 
ed a venerable old Phyfician, called 
Johannes ad Barbam; whom he met 
with at Liege, and after fome conver- 
fat ton, recotteided that they had been 
acquainted at Cayro in Egipt; and 

m This Coat was born by Sir Roger Tyrell of Hartfirdjbire , 
in the time of Edward I. Cotton Lilt. Tib. D. X. Page 155. 

" that 
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The Editors Preface, xiii 

that this Doftor, after having done 
him Jingular fervice , as a Phyfician, 
both perfuaded and ajjifted him to 
write his Travells. However none of 
the above named MSS. have this Paf- 
fage. 

John Weever, in his ancient funeral 
Monuments, P. 568, Jays, he faw 
the forefaid Epitaph at Liege j and 
the Verfes following, hanging by on a 

Tobk. 

K. 

Aliud. 

Hoc jacet in Tumulo, cui totus Patna 
vivo 

Orbis erat: totum quem peragraflfe 
ferunt. 

Anglus Equefque fiiit: nunc Ille Bri- 
tannus UlylTes 

Dicatur Graio clarus Ulyfle magis. 
Moribus, ingenio, candore & fangui- 
ne clarus, 

Et vere cultor Relligionis erat. 


Nomen 



xiv The Editor’s Preface. 

Nomen fi queras, eft Mandevil: Indus 
Arablque 

Sat notum dicet Finibus effe fuis. 

And he ridicules the Inhabitants of 
St. Albans, for the following Epitaph y 
upon a Pillar of their Abbey $ near to 
which , they fuppofe his Body to have 
been bur ied\, 

All ye that palfe, on this Pillar call eye. 
This Epitaph read, if you can: 
’Twill tell you, a Tombe once flood 
in this roome. 

Of a brave Ipirited man $ 

John Mandevil by name, a Knight of 
great fame, 

Born in this honoured Towne. 
Before him was none, that ever was 
knowne, 

For travaile of fa high renowne. 


As 
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The Editor’s Preface, xv 

As the Knights in the Temple croffe- 
legged in Marble, 

In Armour with Sword and with 
Sheeld, 

So was this Knight grac*t, which Time 
hath defac’t. 

That nothing but Ruines doth 
yeeld. 

His Travailes being donne, he fhines 
like the Sun, 

In heavenly Canaan ,, 

To which blefled Place, the Lord, of 
his grace. 

Bring us all, man alter man. 

The Language of this Htflory is fuch as 
our Ancefiors /poke, three hundred Tears 
ago: which is a Curiofepy , will compenfate 
the Reader for the Solecifms and un¬ 
couth ExpreJJionSy he w'tll meet with. 

) Before the Art of Printing was found . 

outy there was no fetled Method offpel- 

%• 
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xvi The Editor’s Preface. 

Itng: therefore the fame Word here is 
often fpeh different ways $ and that e- 
even in the fame Page; as, Heved\ 
Heed, Hed, Hede j Awtier, Awtere, 
Awteer, Awtiere, &c. 
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THE 

P RO LOGUE, 


0 R als moche as the Lond bo- 
zond$ the See, that is to feye,‘ 
the Holy Lond, that Men cal- 
len the Lond of Promyffiouny 
or of Behefte, paflynge alle o-’ 
there Londes, is the moft worthi Londj moflf 
excellent, and Lady and Sovereyn of alle 
©there Londes, and is blefled and halewed of 
the precyous Body and Blood of oure Lord 
Jefu Crift ; in the whiche Lond it iykedd 

• Tor als moche, ] The Author makes his firft Sentence of 
An unufual length; and the Caufal, he begins with, hath iff 

i nference no nearer then Page 4 ; Wherfore every gode Cri~ 
me &c. but the Latin Edition has them nearer together * 
Wanting three Quarters of the Prologue. 
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1 The P RO LOGUE. 

him to take Flefche and Blood of the Virgyntf 
Marie, to envyrone that holy Load with his 
blelTede Feet; and there he wolde of his blef- 
fednelfe enoumbre him in the feyd btetied and 
glorioufe Virgine Merrier and become Man* 
and worche many Myracles, and preche and 
teche the Fey the and the Lawe of Criftcne 
Men unto his Children; and there it lykede 
him to fuffre many Reprevinges and Scorne9 
for us; and he that was- Kyng of Hevene, 
of Eyr, of Erthe, of See and of alle thinges 
that ben conteyned in hem, wolde atle only 
hen clepedKyng of that Lond, whan hefeyde* 
Rex fum Judeorum, that is to feyne, 1 art 
Kyng of Jelves ; and that Lond he chces be¬ 
fore alle other Londes, as the belle and molt 
Worth* Lond, and the mod vertuoufe Lond 
of alle the World: For it is the Herte and the 
myddes of all the World; wytnelTynge the 
Philofophere, that ley the thus; Virtue rerum 
in medio confiftit: That is to fey e; The Vet 
tue of thinges is in the myddes ; and in that 
Lond he wolde lede his Lyf, and fuffre Pal* 
houn and Dethe, of Jeives, for us; for to 
bye and to dely vere us from Peynes of Helle, 
and from Dethe withouten ende; the which* 
was ordeyned for us, for the Synne of oure 
formere Fader Adam* and fat oure owne 

Synnes 
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Wynnes alio: For as for himfelf, hehaddenon 
fevylle deferved : For he thoughte nevere e- 
vylle nedyd eVylle: And he that wasKyng of* 
JBlorie and of Joye, inyghten beft, in that 
Place luffre Dethe; becaufe he ches in that 
tond, rathere than in ony othere, there to 
foffie hisPalfioun and his Dethe : For he that 
wil pupplifche ony thing to make it openly 
knowen, he wil make it to ben cryed and pro¬ 
nounced ih the inyddel place of a Town ; lb 
that the thing that is proclamed and pronoun¬ 
ced, may evenly ftrecche to alle Parties: 
Righte fo; he that was formyour of alle the 
World, wolde fuffre for us at Jerufalem ; 
that is the myddes of the World; to that ende 
and entent, that His Paffioun and his Dethe, 
that was pupplifcht there, myghte ben knowen 
evenly to alle the Parties of the World. See 
now how dere heboughteMan, that he made 
after his owne Ymage, and how dere he azeri 
boghte us, for the grete Love that he hadde 
to us, and we nevere deferved it to him. For 
more precyous Catelle ne gretter Ranfoum, 
ne myghte he put for us, than his bleflede 
Body, his precyouS Blood, and his holy Lyfy 
that he thralled for us; and alle he ofired for 
hs, that nevere did Synne. AdereCjod, what 
Love hadde he to us his Subjettes, whan he 
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that nevere trefpaced, wolde for Trefpaflbur$ 
fuffreDethe! Righte wel oughte us for to love 
and worlchipe, to drcde and ferven fuche a 
Lord; and to worfchipe and preyle fuche an 
holy Lond, that broughte forthe fuche Fruyt, 
thorghe the whiche every Man is faved, but 
it be his owne defaute. Wel may that Lond 
be called delytable and a fru&uous Lond, that 
was bebledd and moyfted with the precyoule 
Blode of oure Lord Jeju Criji ; the whiche 
is the lame Lond, that oure Lord behighten 
us in Heritage. And in that Lond he wolde 
dye, as feifed, for to leve it to us his Chil¬ 
dren, Wherfore every gode Criftene Man# 
that is of Powere, and hathe whereof, fcholde 
b peynen him with all bis Strengthe for to 
conquere oure righte Heritage, and chacen 
out alle the mysbeleevynge Men. For wee 
ben clept Criftene Men, aftre Criji our Fadre. 
And zif wee ben righte Children of Criji , we 
oughte for to chalcnge the Heritage, that 
oure Fadre lafte us, and do it out of hethene 
Mennes hondes. But nowe Pryde, Covetyle 
and Envye han lo enflawmed the Hertes of 
Lordes of the World, that thei are more befy 
for to dilherite here Neyghbores, more thaa 


b Strengthe hem for to tmquere, E. J*l, 3. 
ner 6 c metue cn graunt. t\ 1, 2, 
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for to chalenge or to conquere here righte 
Heritage before feyd. And the comoun Pe- 
ple, that wolde putte here Bodyes and here 
Catelle, for to conquere oure Heritage, thef 
may not don it withouten the Lordes. For 
a femblce of Peple withouten a Cheventeyn, 
or a chief Lord, is as aFlock of Scheep with¬ 
outen a Schepperde; the which departeth and 
defparpleth, and wyten never whidre to go. 
Put wolde God, that the temporel Lordes and 
alle worldly Lordes weren at gode accord, and 
with the comen Peple woulden taken this ho¬ 
ly Viage over the See. Xhanne I trowe wel, 
that within a lityl tyme, oure righte Heritage 
before feyd fcholde be reconfyled and put in 
the Hondes of the righte Heires of JeJit 
Crijl. 

And for als moche as it is longe tyme paf- 
fed, that ther was no generalle Paflage ne 
Vyage over the See; and many Men defiren 
for to here fpeke of the holy Lond, and han 
thereof gret Solace and Comfort; 1 John 
Maundeyyile , Knyght, alle be it I be not 
worthi, that was born in Englond^ in the 
Town of Seynt Albones, palled the See, in the 
Zeer of our Lord Jejii CW/LMCCCXXII, 
' in the Day of Seynt Michelle; and hidre to 
fcave ben longe tyme over the See, and have 
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leyn and gon thorghe manye dyverfe Londes, 
and many Provynces and Kingdomes and 
lies, and have parted rhorghe Tart ary e> Per- 
cye^ c Ermonye the litylle and the grete; 
thorghe Lybye, Caldee and a gret partie of 
Ethiope ; thorghe Amazoyne , Inde the lafle 
and the more, a gret partie; and thorghe opt 
many othere lies, that ben abputen Inde ; 
where dwellen many dyverfe Folkes, and of 
dyverfe Maneres and Lawes, and of dyverfe 
Schappes of Men. Of vvhiche Londes and 
lies, I fchaile fpeke more pleynly hereaftre. 
And I fchaile devife zou fiiip partie of thinges 
that there ben, whan time fchaile ben, aftre 
it may beft come to my mynde; and fpecy- 
ally for hem, that wylle and are in pvirpos for 
to vifite the Hply Citee of JentJdletn , and 
the holy Places that are thereaboute. And I 
fchaile telle the Weye, that thei fchulleholden 
thidre. For I have often tymes palled and 
ryden the way, with gode Companye of ma¬ 
ny Lordes: God be thanked. 

And zee fchulle undirflonde, that I have 
put this Boke out of Latyn into Frenfche ^ 
and tranflated it azen out pf Frenfche into, 
Englyjfche, that every Man of my Nacioun 
may undirflonde it. But Lordes and Knyght^ 
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/ 

^nd othere noble and worchi Men, that conne 
Latyn but litylle, and han ben bezonde the 
See, knowen and undirftonden, zif I erre iu 
devifynge, for forzetynge, or elles; that thei 
mowe redrede it and amende it. For thinges 
palled out of longe tyme from a Mannes 
mynde or from his fyght, turnen lone into 
forzetynge: Becaufe that Mynde of Man rie 
fnay not ben comprehended ne witheholden j 
for the Freeltee of Mankynde. 
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0 A P. I f 

To teche zou the fVeye out of Eoglond 
to Conftantinoble. 

I N the Name of God Glorious and Alle- 
myghty. He that wil patfe over the See> 
to go to the City of Jerufalem, he may go 
by many Weyes, bothe on See and Londe, af- 
tre theContrec that hee cometh fro : man ye 
of hem comen to on ende. But A troweth not 
that I wil telle zou alle the Townes and Cy- 
tees and Caftelles, that Men ichulle go by; 
for than fcholde I make to longe a Tale: 
but alle only fumme Contrees and mod prin- 
cypalle Stedes, that Men fchull? gone thorgh, 
to gon the righte Way. Firft, zif a Man come 
from the Weft fyde of the World, as Enge- 
lond , Irelond, JVales, Skotlond or Norweye ; 
he may, zif that he wole, go thorghe e At 
mayne , and thorghe the Kyngdom of Hun¬ 
gary e y f that marchethe to the Lond of * *Po- 
layne y and to the Lond of Eannonye., and fo 
to h Slejie. And the Kyng of Hungarye is a 

d Troweth for trow , is common in old Englifh . 
e Germany . * Quod conterminum eft, L. r, i. 

* Poyalme , E. i, l, 3. dUlefeye, E. 1,1,3. Swefie, L. x,2. 
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gret Lord and a myghty, and holdcthe grete 
Lordfchippes and meche Lond in his Hond. 
For he holdethe the Kyngdom of Hungarie r 
i Solavonye and of Comanye a gret part, and 
pf Bulgarie , that Men clepen the Lond of 
Bougiers , and pf the Reme of Roujfye a gret 
partie, whereof he hathe made a Duchee, that 
lafteth unto the Lond of k Nyflan , and f march- 
ethe to Truyfe. And Men gon thorghe the 
Lond of this Lord, tho.rghe a Cytee that is 
dept 1 Cypron, and by the Caftelle of m Neafe- 
burghe and be the n evylle Town, that fytt 
toward the ende of Hungarye, And there 
paile Men the Ryvere of < Danubee. This 
Ryvere of c Danubee is a fulle gret Ryvere; 
and it gothe into Almayne y undre the Hilles 
pf Lombardye: and it receyvethe into him 
40 othere Ryveres; and it rennethe thorghe 
Hungarie and thorghe Greece and thorghe 
Trachie , and it entreth into the See, toward 
the Eft, (b 0 rudely and fo fcharply, that the 
Watre of the See is freflche and holdethe his 
fwetnefle zo Myle within the See, 

• * Savoyze , E. 1. Savoy e, E. 1, 3. Sclav oniarn,, L. r. 

k Neflond, E. 1. Nyftond, E. 2, 3. NJlan , L. 1,2. 

1 Chippronne , E. 1, 2. L. 1. Schyppronne, E. 3. L. 2* 

. “ Newbow, E. 1. Neaborewe , E. 2, 3. 

<* Same, E. 1. Ik, E. 2. 

J Swiftly, E. i. Stalworthly , E, 2. Styflycfo, E. 3; 
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And afire goa Men to Be/grave, and en* 
fcren into the Lond of p Bourgres; and therp 
pafTe Men a Brigge of Ston, that is upon thp 
Ryver of q Marrok . And Men paiTen thorghe 
the Lend of r < Pyncemartz y aqd comen to 
Greece to the Cy tee of * Nye, and to the Cy- 
tee o i'Fynepafe, and aftre to the Cytee of 
* ^Dandrenoble, and aftre to ConflaMtynoble % 
that was wont to be dept Bezanzon. And 
there dwellethe comounly the Emperour of 
Grece. And there is the moft feyr Chirche 
and the moft noble of alle the World: And 
it is of feynt Sophie. And before that Chirche 
is theYmage of Juftynyan the Emperour, co¬ 
vered with Gold, and he fytt upon an Hors 
y crowned. And he was wont to bolden a 
round Appelle of Gold in his Hond: but it 
is fallen out thereof. And Men ieyn there, 
that it is a tokene, that the Emperour bathe 
y loft a gret partie of his Lendes, and of his 
Lordfchipes: for he was wont to ben Emperour 
of Romayne and of Grece , of die A$e the 
|efte, and of the Lond of Surtye> of theLood 

P Bruges , E. I. Bugres, E. z, 3. Bougres , F. r. L. 2. Bungre *, 
F. i. Bulgrorum, L. 1. The Author means Bulgaria. 

<iM*rrol y E. 3. Marroe t F.x. Marroie, F. z. De Marmots y L.i,z. 
r Pynceras, E. i t 3. Pyncoras, E, 2. Pynteras 9 L. r. 

8 Ssernes, E. 1. E. 3. L. 1. Scemys , E. z. Sti, L. 2. Sterne^ 
afl fines Epapie, L. 1. Ny o* puis a fine Pape , F. I, z. 

’ 1 diffynpayn % E. 1,1. Ajfynpayn, E. J. \AdrUwopU. 
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pf Judee , in the which? is Jerufalem , and 
pf the Lond of Egypt, of Ter eye, oiArabye. 
But he bathe loft alle, hut Qrece ; and that 
Loud he holt alle only. And Men wolden 
many tymesput theAppulle iqto the Ymagea 
Hood azen, but it wil not hold? it, This 
Appulle betokenethe the Lordlchipe, that he 
hadde over alle the World) that is round. And 
the tother Hond he lifreth up azeqft the Eft, 
in tokene to manace the Myfdoeres. Tb*$ 
Ymage ftont upon a Pylere of Marble at ft* 
Jiantynoble. 

C A P. II. 

Of the Croffe and the Croune of cure 
lord JefuCrift, 

A T Cojiantynoble is the Cros of our Lord 
Jt\. J e f u his Cote withouten 

Seines, that is clept, Tunica incanfutilhy and 
the Spqunge, and the Reed, of the whichp 
th t Jews zayen cure Lord Eyfelle and Ga(le f 
fn the Cros. And there is on of the Nayles, 
that Crift was naylled with on the Cros. And 
fpme Men trowen, that half the * ftps, that 
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Criji was don on, be in Cipres, in an Abbey 
of Monkes, that Men callen the Hille of the 
Holy Cros; but it is not fo: For that Cros, 
that is in Cypre, is the Cros, in the whiche 
t DyJmas the gode Theef was honged onnc. 
But alle Men knowen not that; and that is 
evylle y don. For for profy te of the Offrynge, 
thei feye, that it is the Cros of oureLord JeJu 
Criji. And zee fchulle undreftonde, that the 
Cros of oure Lord was made of 4 manere of 
Trees, as it is conteyned in this Vers, 

In Cruce fit Talma , Cedrus , Cypreffus, Oliva. 

For thatpece, that wente upright fro the Erthe 
to the Hcved, was of Cyprefle; and the pece, 
tljat went£ overthwart, to the whiche his 
Honds weren nayled, was of Palme; and the 
Stock, that (lode within the Erthe, in the 
whiche was made the Morteys, was of Ce- 
dre; and the Table aboven his Heved, that 
was a Fote and an half long, on the whiche 
the Title was writen, in Ebreu, Greu and 
Latyn , that was of Oly ve. And the Jewes 
maden the Cros of theile 4 manere of Trees: 
For thei trowed that oure Lord Jefit Criji 
Icholde han honged on the Cros, als longe as 
the Cros myghten lafte. And therfore made 
the} the Foot of the Cros of Cedre. For Ce- 
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dre may not, in Erthe ne in Watre, rote. And 
therfore thei wolde, that it fcholde have laft- 
ed Ionge. For thei trowed, that the Body 
of Crjft fcholde have ftonken; therfore thei 
made that pece, that went from the Erthe up¬ 
ward, of Cypres: For it is welle finellynge; 
fo that the fmelle of his Body fcholde not 
greve Men, that wenten forby. And the 
overthwart pece was of Palme: For in the 
y Olde Tejiament , it was ordyned, that whan 
on overcomen, he fcholde be crowned with 
Palme: And for thei trowed, that thei had- 
den the Vi&orye oiCriJl JeJus y therfore made 
thei the overthwart pece of Palme. And the 
Table of the Tytle, thei maden of Olyve; 
for Olyve betokenethe Pes. And the ftorye 
of Noe wytnefTethe, whan that the Culver 
broughte the Braunche of Olyve, that be- 
tokend Pes made betwene God and Man. And 
fo rrowed the Jewes for to have Pes, whan 
Crift was ded : For thei feyd, that he made 
Difcord and Strif amonges hem. And zee 
fchulle undirftonde, that oure Lord was y 
naylled on the Cros lyggynge; and therfore 
he fuffred the more peyne. And theCriftene 
Men, that dwellen bezond the See, in Grece y 
feyn that the Tree of the Cros, that we callen 

J Rather, Olyropick Garnet. 
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Cyprelfe, was of that T fee, that Adam etc the? 
AppuHc of: and that fynde the? writen. And 
tbei fcyn allb, that here Scripture fey the, that 
Adam was leek, and feyefe to hiS Son c Set be, 
that he Icholde go to 1 the AungeHe, that kepte 
Paradys, that he woldC leaden hym Oyle of 
]Mercy, for to anoynte with his Membres,- 
that he finyghte have hele. And Set he wente. 
But the Aungelle wolde not late him come in; 
but feyd to him, that he myjghte not have of 
the Oyfc of Mercy. But he toke hi<n three? 
Greynes of the fame Tree, that his Fadre eet 
the Appetle offe; and bad him, als lone as his 
Fadre Was ded, that he Icholde potte theile 
three Greynes undre his Tonge, and grave 
hint lo: and he dide. And of theife three’ 
Greynes Iprong a Tree, as the Aungelle fey de, 
that it Icholde, and bere aFruyt, thorghethe 
Whiche Fruyt Adorn Icholde be laved. And 
Whan Set he Cam azen, he fonde his Fadre 
here ded. And whan he was ded, he did 
With the Greynes, as the Aungelle bad him ; 
of the Whiche fprongen three Trees, of the 
whiche the Cros Was made, that bare gode 
Fruyt and blefled, oure Lord Jefit Ctift ; 
rhotghe whom, ^fdnw and alle that comen of 
him, Icholde be faved and delyvered front 
drede of Dethe withouten ende, but it be here 

* owni 
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bwd dcfirate. This holy Cros had the Jewes 
hydde m the Erthe, undre a Roche of the 
Mownt of Calvarie ; and it lay there aoozcer 
and more, in to the tyme that Seynt Elyne, ' 
that was Modre to Conftantyn the Emperour 
of Rome. And iche was Doughtre of Kyng - 
* Cool born in Colcbefire, that was Kyng of 
Engelond, that was dept thanne, Brytayne 
the more ; the whiche the Emperour Con- 
fiance wedded to his Wyf, for here Bewtee*. 
and gat upon hire Cenfiontyn, that was aftre 
Emperour of Rome. 

And zee ichulle Undirftonde, that the Cros 
of oure Lord was cyght Cubytes long, and 
the overthwart piece was of lengthe thre Cu¬ 
bytes and air half. And o partie of thcCrowne 
of oure Lord, wherWith he was crowned, and 
on of the Nayles, and the Spere Heed, and 
many other RcKkes ben in France , in the 
Kinges Chapelle. And the Crowne lythe in 
a Vcflelie of Criftalle richely dyghte. For a 
Kyng of Frounce boughte theife Relikes fom- 
tyme of the Jewess to whom the Emperour 
had leyde hem to wedde, for a gret famine of 
Sylvie. And zif alle it be ib, that Men feyn* 
that this Croune is of Thornes, zee fchulle 
toodirftonde, chat it was of Jonkes of the Seer 

? CtjU, E. 2. Corf, E. 4* 
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that is to fey, Rufhes of the See, that prykkert 
als fcharpely as Thornes. For I have feen and 
beholden many tymes that of Tarys and that 
of Cojiantynoble: For thei were bothe on,' 
made of Ruflches of the See. But Men hari 
departed hem in two Parties: of the whiche, 
b part is at Tarys , and the other part is at 
Cojiantynoble. And I have on of tho precy- 
oufe Thornes, that femethe licke a white 
Thorn; and that was zoven to me for gret 
Specyaltee. For there are many of hem bro¬ 
ken and fallen into the Veflelle, that theCroune 
lythe in: For thei breken for dryenefle, whan 
Men meven hem, to fchewen hem to grete 
Lordcs, that comen thidre. 

And zee fchulle undirftonde, that ooreLord 
Je/u, in that Nyghtc that he was taken, he 
was y lad in to a Gardyn; and there he was 
firft examyned righte fcharply; and there the 
Jewes fcorned him, and maden him a Crowne 
of the Braunches of Albefpyne, that is White 
Thorn, that grew in that fame Gardyn, and 
fetten it on his Heved, fo fafte and fo fore,- 
that the Blood ran down be many places of 
his Vifage, and of hisNecke* and of his Schul- 
dres. And therfore hathe White Thom ma¬ 
ny Vertues: For he that berethe a Braunche 
on him thereoffe, no Thondre ne no maner 
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of Temped may dere him; ne in the Hows, 
that it is inne, may non evylie God entre ne 
come unto the place that it is inne. And in 
that fame Gardyn, Seynt ‘Petre denyed onre 
Lord thryes. Aftreward was oure Lord lad 
forthe before the Bidchoppes and the May- 
dres of the Lawe, in to another Gardyn of 
Anne ; and there alio he was examyned, re- 
preved and (corned, and crouned 9ft with a 
whyte Thorn, that Men clepetheBarbarynes, 
that grew in that Gardyn, and that hathe alfo 
manye Vertues. And aderward he was lad 
in to a Gardyn of Cayphas , and there he was 
crouned with * Eglentier. And aftre he was 
lad in to the Chambre of Pylate , and there 
he was examynd and crouned. And th ejewes 
fetten him in a Chayere and cladde him in a 
Mantelle; and there made thei the Croune of 
Jonkes of the See; and there thei kneled to 
him, and skornede him, feyenge, Ave, Rex 
Judeorum , that is to feye, heyl Kyng of 
Jewes. And of this Croune, half is at Pa- 
rys, and the other half at Cofiantynoble. And 
this Croune had Crifi on his Heved, whan he 
was don upon the Cros: And therfore oughte 
Men to worfchipe it and holde it more wor- 
thi than ony of the othere. 

* Engltnttr, E. I, x. F. x, x. Eflmtint, E. 4. 
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And theSpere fchaft hath? theEmperoqr of 
Almayne ; but the Heved is at Tarys. And 
natheles theEmperour of Cofiantynoble fey the 
that he hath? the Spere Heed: and I have 
often tyme feen it; but it is gretter? than 
that at Tarys. 

44+44+-H444444444444******************* 

Cap. III. 

Of the Cytee of Coftantynoble* and of 
the Feithe of Grejcis. 

A T Cofiantynoble lyethe Seynte Anne 
oure Ladyes Modre, whom Seynte 
Elyne dede brynge fro Jentfalem. And there 
lyethe alio the Body of John Cr'tfofiome , that 
was ErchebiiTchopp of Cofiantynoble. And 
there lythe alfo Seynt Luke the Evaungejift: 
For his Bones werein broughte from Bethattye, 
where he was bery ed. And many othere Relikes 
ben there. And there is the Veflelle of Ston, 
as it were of Marbelle, that Men clepen Eny- 
dros, that evermore droppeth Watre, and hU" 
ethe himielf everiche zeer, till that it go pvct 
above, withouten that thatMeq take fto with- 
inne. 

Cofianty• 
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Coftantynoble is a fulle fayr Cytee, and a 
gode and a wel walled, and it is three corner* 
ed. And there is an Arm of the See Helle- 
fpont: and lum Men callen it the Mouthe of. 
Coftantynoble ; andlhmMen callen it the Brace 
of Seynt George: and that Arm clolethe the 
two partes of the Cytee. And upward to the 
See, upon the Wat re, was wont to be the 
grete Cytee of Treye , in a fulle fayr Playn:, 
Bnt thatCytee was deftroyed by hem of Grece , 
and lytylle apperethe there of, be caule it fo 
lange fithe it was deftroyed. 

Abouten Grece there ben many lies, as *Ca- 
liftre , b Calc as, c Critige , d Tesbria , e Mynea , 

{ Flaxon, Melo y Corf ate and Lempne. And 
in this lie is the Mount Athos , that pafteth 
the Cloudes. And there ben many dyvers 
Langages and many Contreys, that ben obe- 
dyent to the Emperour; that is to feyn Tur- 
cofle , 'Pyneynard, Comange , and manye o* 

* CalaJIrt, E. 1,2, 3, 4. Callifte is one of the Cyclades. 

* Celebes, L. i, 3. It is wanting in E. r, 2. 

c Cttige, E. i. Certyge, E. 1. Ceftyge, E. 3. Crezjtigia, 
L. I, 2. Ortigo, L. 3. Settygo, E. 4. Ortigia, I. 

* Tesbiria, E. 1, 2, 3. They fori a, E. 4. Tresbrin, L. 1, 2* 
IJf Ibrya, L. 3. Rtforia, I. 

c Arynona, E. 1. Mynona, E. 2, 3,4. Athos, Minex, L. r. 
Minex, L. 2. Mines, L. 3. Mirea, 1 . Mynia is a Town ifl 
the Ifle Amorgui 1 

* Taxton, E. 1, 3, 4. Flexors, L. 3. Flazon, I. This Place 
and the three next are wanting in E. 2. 
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there, as Trachye , and Macedoigne , of the 
whiche Alifandre was Kyng. In this Con- 
tree was Ariftotle born, in aCytee that Men 
depen Stragers , a lytil fro the Cytee of 
Trachye. And at Stragers lytbe Ariftotle ; 
and there is an Awtier upon his Toumbe: 
And there maken Men grete Feftes of hym 
every zeer, as thoughe he were a Seynt. And 
at his Awtier, thei holden here grete Con- 
feilles and here Aflembleez : And thei hopen, 
that thorghe inipiracioun of God and of him, 
thei fchulle have the better Confeille. In this 
Contree ben rrghte hyghe Hilles, toward the 
ende of Macedonye. And there is a gret Hille, 
that Men depen Olympus , that departeth Ma¬ 
cedonye and Trachye: And it is fo highe, that 
it paffeth the Cloudes. And there is another 
Hiiie, that is clept Athos y that is fo highe, 
that the Schadewe of hym rechethe to 
e Lempne, that is an lie; and it is 76Myle 
betwene. And aboven at the cop of the Hille, 
is the Eir fo cleer, that Men may fynde no 
Wynd there. And therfore may no Beft lyve 
there; and fo is the Eyr drye. And Men 
feye in theife Contrees, that Philofophres fom 
tyme wenten upon theife Hilles, and helden 

b According to the old Crtek Vcrfc, *»Avt 7 h 
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to here Nofc a Spounge moyfted with Watre, 
for to have Eyr; for the Eyr above was lb 
drye. And aboven, in the Duft and in the 
Powder of tho Hilles, thei wroot Lettres and 
Figures with hire Fingres: and at the zeres 
jende thei comen azen, and founden the lame 
Lettres and Figures, the whiche thei hadde 
writen the zeer before, withouten ony de- 
faute. And therfore it femethe wel, that theile 
Hilles patten the Clowdes and joynen to the 
pure Eyr. 

At Coflantynoble is the Palays of the Em- 
perour, righte fair and wel dyghte: and there¬ 
in is a fair place for Juftynges, or for other 
Pleyes and Defportes. And it is made with 
Stages, and hath Degrees aboute, that every 
Man may wel fe, and non greve other. And 
undre theife Stages, ben Stables wel y vowted 
for theEmperours Hors; and alle the Pileres 
ben of Marbelle. And with in the Chirche 
of Seynt Sophie, an Emperour fomtyme wolde 
have biryed the Body of his Fadre, whan he 
was ded; and as thei maden the Grave, thei 
founden a Body in the Erthe, and upon the 
Body lay a fyn Plate of Gold ; and there on 
was writen, in Ebreu , Grece and Latyn> Let¬ 
tres thatfeyden thus, Jefits Crijius nafcetur 
deVirgme Maria, & ego credo in eum; That 
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is to feyne, Jefk Grift fchalle be born of the 
Virgyne Marie, and I trowe in hym. And 
^be Date wban it was ieyd in the Errhe, was 
iooo zeer before oure Lord was born. And 
zet is the Plate of Gold in the Threforye of 
the Chirche. And Men feyn, that it was 
Hermogene the Wife Man. 

And zif *alle it fo be, that Men of Grece 
ben Oiftene, zit they varien from oure Feithe. 
•For thei feyn, that the Holy Goft may not 
come of the Sone; but alle only of the Fadir. 
And thei are not obedyent to the Chirche of 
Rome, ne to the Pope. And thei feyn, that 
here Patriark bathe as meche Power over the 
See, as the Pope hathe on this lyde the See. 
And therfore Pope Johne the ix d fende Let- 
tres to hem, how Criftene Feithe fcholde ben 
alle on; and that thei fcholde ben obedyent 
to the Pope, that is Goddis Vacrie on Erthe; 
to whom God zaf his pleyn Power, for to 
bynde and to aflbille: And therfore thei fcholde 
ben obedyent to him. And thei lenten azen 
dyverfe Anfweres; and amonges othere, thei 
feyden thus: Potent iam tuam futnmam , circa 
tuos fubjeffos, firmiter cred'tmus. Superbi- 
ar» tuam Jitmmatn tolerare non pojftmus. A- 
varitiam tuam fummam fatiare non inten- 
dimus. ‘Dominus tecum: quia *Dominus nth 
* b'tfcum 
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b 'tjeum eft. That is to feye: We trowe wel, 
that tht ‘Power is gret upon thi Subgettes. 
We mat not fuffre thin highe Pryde. We 
ben not in purpos to faljille thi gret Cove- 
tyfe. Lord be with The: For oure Lord fs 
with us. Fare Welle. And othet Aniwere 
myghte he hot hive of hem. Ahd alio thei 
make here Saerefnent of the Awteer of Therf 
Bred: For oure Lord made it of fucbe Bred, 
whan he made his Mawndee. And on the 
Scherethors Day make thei here Therf Bred, 
in tokene of the Mawndee, and dryen it it 
the Sonne, and kepen it alle the Zeer, and 
zeven it to feke Men, in ftede of Goddis Bo¬ 
dy. And thei make but on Unxioun, whan 
thei Criftene Children. And thei anoynte not 
the feke Men. And thei feye, that there nys 
noPurgatorie, and the Soules fchulle not have 
nouther Joye ne Peyne, tille the Day of 
Doom. And thei feye, that Fornicatioun is 
no Synne dedly, but a thing that is kyndely: 
and the Men and Women feholde not wedde 
but ones; and whofo weddethe oftere than 
ones, here Children ben Baftardis and geten in 
Synne. And here Preftis alio ben wedded. 
And thei feye alio, that Uiiire is no dedly 
Synne. And thei feUcn Benefices of Holy 
Chirche: And fo don Men in othere Places: 

N C 4 God 
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God amende it, whan his Wille is. And 
that is gret Sclaundre. For now is Symo- 
nye Kyng crouned in Holy Chirche: God 
.amende it for his Mercy. Andtheifeyn, that 
in Lcntone, Men fchulle not fade, ne fynge 
Made; but on the Satreday and on the Son - 
day. And thei fade not on the Satreday , no 
tyme of the Zeer, but it be Crijlemajfe even 
,or Eftre even. And thei fuffre not the La- 
tynes to fyngen at here Awteres: And zif 
, thei done, be ony Aventure, anon thei waflchen 
the Awteer with holy Watre. And thei feyn, 

. that there fcholde be but o Made ieyd at on 
Awtier, upon o Day. And thei feye alfo, that 
oure Lord ne eet nevere Mete: But he made 
tokene of etyng. And alfo thei foye, that wee 
fynne dedly, in fchavynge oure Berdes. For 
the Berd is tokene of a Man, and Zifte of 
oure Lord. And thei feye, that wee fynne 
dedly, in etynge of Bedes, that weren for- 
boden in the Old Tejiement , and of the olde 
Lawe; as Swyn, Hares, and othere Bedes, 
that chewen not here Code. And thei feyn, 

. that wee fynnen, whan wee eten Fleflche on 
the Dayes before djfche Wednefday , and of 
that that wee eten Fleflche the Wednefday , 
and Egges and Chefe upon the Fry dayes. And 
thei accorfon allc tho, thftt abfleynea hem to 
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eten Fleflche the Satredtry. Alio the Empe- 
rour of Cofiantynoble makethe the Patriarke, 
the Erchebyflchoppes and the Biflhoppes; and 
zevethe the Dignytees and the Benefices of 
Chirches, and deprivethe hem that ben wor¬ 
thy, whan he fyndethe ony Cattle. And lo 
is he Lord bothe temperelle and Ipirituelle, in 
his Contree. And zif zee wil wite of here 
A,B, C, whatLettres thei ben, here zee may 
feen hem, with the Names, that thei depen 
hem there amonges hem. 

a Alpha, Q Betha, y Gamma, ^Deltha, t Ep- 
filon, £ Zeta, v Era, 6 Theta, < Iota, * Kappa, 
A Lambda, p My, v Ny, £ Xi, o Omicron, 
ts Pi, £ Rho, <r Sigma, t Tau, v Upfilon, 9 Phi, 
X Chi, xp Pli, a Omega. 

And alle be it that theile thinges tonchen 
not to o way,nevertheles thei tonchen to that, 
that I have hight zou, to fchewe zou a partie 
of Cultumes and Maneres, and dyverlitees of 
Contrees. And for this is the firfte Contree, 
that is difcordant in Fey the and in Beleeve, 
and variethe from oure Feythe, on this half 
the See, therefore I have lett it here, that zee 
may knowe the dyverlitee that is betwene 
pure Feythe and theires. For many Men han 
gret lykynge, to here Ipeke of ltraunge thinges 
pf dyverfe Contreyes. 

Cap. 


Digitized by kjoople 



16 The Voiage and Travaile of 
Cha p. IV. 

Of the Weye fro Coftantynoble to Je¬ 
rusalem. Of Seynt John theEvatin- 
geitfi - } and of Ypocras Daughter y 
transformed from a IVdman to a Dra- 
goun. 

N O W returrieI azen, for to tcche zou the 
Way from Coflantynoble to Jerufalem. 
He that wol thorghe Turkye , he gothe to¬ 
ward the Cytee of Nyke, and paflethe thorghe 
the zate of h Cbienetout, andalle weyesMen 
leen before hem the Hille of Cbienetout , that 
is righte highe; And it is a Myle and an half 
from Nyke. And whofb wil go be Watre, 
be the Brace of Seynt George , and by the 
See, where Seynt Nycbolas lyethe, and to¬ 
ward many other Places: Firft Men gothe to 
an He, that is clept Sylo. In that lie grow- 
etheMaftyck on finale Trees: and out of hem 
comethe Gomme, as it were of Plombtrees or 
ofCherietrees. And aftregonMen thorghe the 
He of Tathmos: And there wrot Seynt John 
the Evaungelift, the Apocalips. And zee fchulle 

h Tboivitot , E. i. Cbivitot, E. 2. 3, 4. Chemtnt , F, i. 
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undreftonde, tbit Seynt Johne was of Age 3 a 
Zeer, whan oure Lord fuffred his Pafiioun; 
and aftre his Paflioun, he lyvede 67 Zeer, 
and in the 100 th Zeer of his Age he dyede. 
From Asthmas Men gon unto Efhefin, a fair 
Citee and nyghe to the See. And there dyede 
Seynte Johne, and was buryed bebynde the 
highe Awriere, in a Toumbe. And there is 
a fair Chirche. For Criftene Men weren wont 
to holden that Place alweyes. And in the 
Tombe of Seynt John is noughte bat Manna, 
that is dept Aungdes Mete. For his Body 
was tranflated in to Paradys. And Turkes 
holden now alie that Place, and the Citee 
and the Chirche. And alie jtjie the lefle is 
y doped Twrhye. And zee fchulle tificheftondc, 
that Seynt Johne leet make his Grave there in 
hisLyf, and leyd himfdf there innd afle quyk. 
And therfore fbrntne Men feyn, that he dyed 
noughte, bat that he reftethe there til the Day 
of Doom l . And fbrfothe there is a gret Maiv 
veyle: For Men may fee there the Erthe of 
the Tombe apertly many tymes fteren and 

5 Long before our Author’s time, the Text, in John xxi. 
n, 13, in the vulgar Latin, happen’d to be chang’d in favour 
of this Notion : For Jtfuss Anfwer to Peter e Queftion about 
John; Lord , and what jhali this Man dot is there, Sic eum 
arolo mature donee veniatn ; the Conjunction Si being dropt, 
by means of Sic following. 
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mcven, as there weren quykke thinges un- 
dre. 

And from Ephejim Men gon thorghe many 
lies in the See, unto the Cytee of k Tat eran e y 
where Seynt Nicholas was born, and fo to 
*• Martha , where he was chofen to ben Bit 
ichoppe: and there growethe right gode Wyn 
and ftrong; and that Men callen Wy n of Mar¬ 
tha. And from thens gon Men to the lie of 
Crete , that the Emperour zaf fomtyme to 
m Janeweys. And thanne paflenMen thorghe 
the Ifles of Colos and of n Lango ; of the 
whiche lies Tpocras was Lord offe. And fome 
Men leyn, that in the He of Lango is zit the 
Doughtre of Tfocras , in forme and lykenefle 
of a gret Dragoun, that is an hundred Fadme 
of lengtbe, as Men feyn: For I have not feen 
hire. And thei of the lies callen hire. Lady 
of the Lond. And fche lyethe in an olde 
Caftelle, in a Cave, and fchewethe twyes or 
thryes in the Zeer. And fche dothe non harm 
to no Man, but zif Men don hire harm. And 

* Path an , E. i. Patrau , F. r. Patyran, E 1. Pater an, L. r, 
1, 3, 4 Pataran , E. 3. Maiolica , I. Pater am Civitatem Pan - 
nonie y L. 4. It (liould be Patera , a City of Lycia. 

1 Mark* , E. 2, 3, 4. Marrea , F 2. Mirreorum, L. T, 2. 
Myrrheam > L. 3, 4. Maretta , I. It fhould be Myra , and City 
of Lycia . m The Genoefe . 

* Lango is but another Name of the IflcCw or Cabot, where 
Hippocrates the famous Phyfician was born. * 
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fche was thus chaunged and transformed, from 
a fair Damyfele, in to lyknefTe of a Dragoun, 
be a GoddefTe, that was clept 0 T>eane. And 
Men feyn, that fche fchalle fb endure in that 
forme of a Dragoun, unto the tyme that a 
Knyghte come, that is fo hardy, thatdar come 
to hire and kifle hire on the Mouthe: And then 
fchalle fche turne azen to hire owne Kynde, 
and ben a Woman azen: But aftre that fche 
fchalle not liven longe. And it is not longe 
fiththen, that a Knyghte of the Rodes , that 
was hardy and doughty in Armes, feyde that 
he wolde kyflen hire. And whan he was 
upon his Courfere, and wente to the Caftelle, 
and entred in to the Cave, the Dragoun lifte 
up hire Hed azenft him. And whan the 
Knyghte faw hire in that Forme lb hidous and 
fo horrible, he fleyghe awey. And the Dra¬ 
goun bare the Knyghte upon a Roche, maw- 
gre his Hede; and from that Roche, fche 
cafte him in to the See: and fb was loll bothe 
Hors and Man. And alfo a zonge Man, that 
wifte not of the Dragoun, wente out of a 
Schipp, and wente thorghe the He, til that he 
come to the Caftelle, and cam in to the Cave; 
and wente fo longe,*til that he fond a Cham- 
bre, and there he faughe a Damyfele, that 

• Diana, 
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kembed hire Hede, and lokede in a Myrour; 
andfche hadde meche Trefourc abouten hire:' 
and he trowed, that fche hadde ben a comoun 
Woman, that dwelled there to refcey ve Men 
to Folye. And he abode, tille the Damyfele 
faughe the fchadewc of him in the Myrour. 
And fche turned hire toward him, and asked 
hym, what he woide. And he feyde, he Wolde 
ben hire Limmaa or Paramour. And fche 
asked him, zif that he were a Knyghte. And 
he feyde, nay. And than fche feyde, that 
he mygbte not ben hire Lemman: But fche 
bad him gon azen unto his Felowes, and 
make him Knyghte, and come azen upon 
the Morwe, and fche fcbolde come out of the 
Cave before him; and thanne come and kyfie 
hire on the Mowthe* and have no Drede; for 
I fchalle do die no naaner harm, alle be it that 
thou fee me in lyknefle of a Dragoun. For 
tbougbe thou fee me hidoufc and horrible to. 
token oane, l do the to wytene, that it is 
made be F.nchauntement. For withouten douce, 
I am non ocher than thou feeft now, a Wo¬ 
man ; and therfere drede the noughte. And 
zif thou kylTe roe, thou fchalt have alle this 
Treloure, and be my Lord, and. Lord alfo of 
alle. that Ik. And he departed fir© hire and 
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wenre to his Felowes to Schippe, and leet 
make him Knyghte, and cam azea upon the 
morwe, for to kyfle this Damyfele. And whan 
hefaughefrire comen out of the Cave, jp forme 
of a Dragoon, fo hideufe and fo horribly, he 
hadde fo gret dredc, that he fleyghe asen to 
the Schippe; and fche folewed him, AsA 
whan fche faugbe, that he turned not azea, 
fche began to erye, as a thing that hadde 
meche Sorwe: and thanne fche turned azen, 
in to hire Cave; and anon the Knyghte dyede. 
And fichthen hidrewards, mygbte noKnyghte 
fe hire, but that he dyede anon. But whai* 
a Knyghte comethe, that is fo hardy to kiflc 
hire, he fchaile not dye; but hefchalle turqe 
the Damyfele in to hire righte Forme and 
kyndely Schapp, and he fchal be Lord of alle 
the Contreyes and lies abovcieyd. 

And from theps Men comen to the Be of 
Bodes* the whiche lie P Hqfpitaleres bolden 
and govemen; and that token thei fumryme 
from the Emperour: And it was wont to be 
dept *> Colics ; and fo callen it the Turks zit. 

p An Order of Knights, called alfo Knights of St. of 
Jtrufakm. 

a From the CoUffut there, an Image of Jupittr, 70 Cu¬ 
bits or io$ Foqt high; being one of the Wonder* of the 
World. 
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And Seynt r Toul, in his Epiftles, writeth to 
hem of that lie, ad Colojfenfes. This lie is 
nyghe 800 Myle from Cojlantynoble. 

And from this He of Rodes , Men gon to 
Cifre, where bethe many Vynes, that firft 
ben rede, and aftre o Zeer, thei becomen white: 
and theife Wynes that ben mod white, ben 
moil clere and beft of fmelie. And Men patten 
be that Way, be a Place that was wont to ben 
a gret Cy tee and a gret Lond: and the Cytee 
was clept *Cathaillye: the whiche Cytee and 
Lond was loft, thorghe Folye of a zongeMan. 
For he had a fayr Damyfele, that he loved 
wel, to his Paramour; and fche dyed fodeyn- 
]y, and was don in a Tombe of Marble: and 
for the grete Lull, that he had to hire, he 
wente in the Nyghte unto hire Tombe and 
opened it, and went in and lay be hire, and 
wente his wey. And whan it came to the ende 
of nine Monethes, there com a Voys to him, 
and leyde, Go to the Tombe of that Woman, 

r The Author had the concurring Opinion of fome mo¬ 
dern Greeks, that this was the Place, to which St .Paul directs 
his Epiftle to the Coloffians . But that it was not this Place, 
but Colojfe, a City of Phrygia Major , appears from the Con- 
clufion of the Epiftle, where mention is made of Laodicea 
and Hitrafolis , two neighbouring Cities of Phrygia Major . 

• CataU, E. 1. Sathalay , E. 2, 3,4. Sathalie , L. 3,4. Cha - 

tabe> F. i, Cataillie 9 F. x. Cattalie, L, 2. lie , L. x. S<h 

talia , I. 
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and open it and beholde what thou haft be- 
goten on hire; and zif thou lette to go, thou 
fchalt have a gret harm. And he zede and o- 
pened the Tombe; and there fleyghe out an 
* Eddere righte hidous to lee; the whiche als 
fwythe fleighe aboute the Cytee and the Con- 
tree ; and lone aftre the Cytee lank down, 
And there ben manye periloufe pallages. 

Fro Rodes to Cypre , ben jroo Mylc and 
more. But Men may gon to Cypre , and com6 
hot at Rodes. Cypre is righte a gode lie and 
a fayr and a gfet, and it hathe 4 priricypalle 
Cyrees within him. And there is an Erche- 
byflhoppe at u Nicbojie, and 4 othere Byf- 
fchoppes in that Lond. And at Famagojt is 
on of the princypalle Havenes of the Seej 
that is in the World: and there arryven Cri- 
ftene Men and Sarazynes and Men of alle 
NacioimS. In Cipre is the Hille of the Holy 
Cros; and there is an Abbeye of MonkiS 
blake; and there is the Cros of ‘Dijnias the 
godeTheef, aslhavefeyd before*. And famine 
Men troxven, that there is half the Crofle of 
oure Lord: but it is not lb: and thei dori 

. * All the Manufcripts but that the Book is piiircd fronj 1 ; 
have it, an Head. 

“ Fuma^ufla, all the Latin Manufcripts have ir, a fid thaf 
tight. * Page IK 
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evylle* that make Men to beleeve fo. In Cipre 
lythe Seynt y Zenomyne: of whom Men of 
that Contree maken gret Solempny tee. And 
in the Caftelle of Amours, lythe the Body of 
Seynt Hyllarie ; and Men kcpen it righte \vor- 
fchipfully. And befydc Famagoft , was Seynt 
Barnabee the Apoftle born. In Cipre Men 
Viunten with z Papyonns, that ben lyche Lc* 
pardes: and thei taken wylde Beftes righte 
Welle, and thei ben fomdelle more than Ly- 
ouns; and thei taken more fcharpely the 
Beftes and moredelyverly, than donHoundes. 
In Cipre is the manere of Lordis and alle o- 
there Men, alle to eten on the Erthe. For 
thei make Dyches in the Erthe alle aboute in 
the Halle, depe to the Knee, and thei do pave 
hem: and whan thei wil ete, thei gon there 
in and fytten there. And the Skylle is, for 
thei may ben the more freflche: For that Lond 
is meche more hottere than it is here. And 
at grete Feftes and for Straungeres, thei fetten 
Formes and Tables, as Men don in this Con* 
tree: but thei had lever fytten in the Erthe. 

From Cypre , Men gon to the Lond of Je~ 
rufalem , be the See: and in a Day and in a 
Nyghte, he that hathegodeWynd, may come 
to the Havene of Thire , that now is clepc 

y Genonoun, E. i. * Pamfyons 7 E. 4. 

Surrye. 
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Surrye. There was lomtyme a gret Cytee 
and a gode, of Cryftene Men : but Sarazins 
han deftroyed it a gret partye ; and thei kcpc 
that Havene right welle, for drede of Criftcnc 
. Men. Men myghte go mote right to that 
Havene, and come not in Cypre: but thei gon 
gladly to Cypre-> to relte hem on the Lond, 
or elles to bye thingis, that thei have nedc to 
here lyvynge. On the See fyde, Men may 
fynde many Rubyes. And there is the Welle, 
of the whiche Holy Writt Ipekethe offe, and 
feythe, a Fons Ortorum , & Tuteus Aqua- 
rum viventium. That is to feye, The IVdie 
of Gardyns , and the 'Dyche of lyvynge IVa- 
tres. In this Cytee of Th'tre, leydc the Wo¬ 
man to oure Lord, Beat us Vienter qui te por- 
tavit , Ubera que fuccijli: That is to ley e, 

Blejfed be the Body , that the baar , and the 
Tappes that thou fowkedejl. And there oure 
Lord forzaf the Woman of Chananee hire 
Synnes. And before Tyre, was wont to be 
the Ston, on the whiche oure Lord lat and 
prechede: and on that Ston, was founded the 
Chirche of Seynt Savyour. 

And 8 Mylc from Tyre , toward the Elfy 
Upon the See, is the Cytee of Sarpben> in 
Sarept of Sydonyens. And there was wont 

• Canticles IV. 15. 
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for to dvvelle Helye the Prophete; and there 
reyfed he Jonas theWydwes Sone fromDethe 
to Lyf. And y Myle fro Sarpheu^ is the Cy- 
tee of Sy don: of the whicheCitee, T)ydo was 
Lady, that ws Eneas Wyf aftre theDeftruc- • 
cioun of Troye ; and that founded the Cytee 
of Cartage in Affrick, and now is ckped 
b<Dydon Sayete. And in the Cytee of Tyre , 
regned Agenore the Fadre of T)ydo. And 16 
Myles from Sydon, is Beruthe. And from 
Beruthe to Sardenare , is 3 Journeyes. And 
from Sardenar, is y Myle to c Damask. 

And wholo wil go longe tyme on the See, 
and come nerrer to Jerufalem , he fchal go fro 
Cipre, be See, to the Port Jaff. For that is 
the nexte Havene to Jerufalem. For fro that 
Havcne, is not but o Day Journeye and an 
half to Jerufalem. And the Town is called 
Jaff ; for on of the Sones of Noe, that highte 
Japhet , founded it; and now it is clept Joppe. 
And zee fchulle undreftonde, that it is on of 
the oldeft Townes of the World: For it was 
founded before Noes Flode. c And zitt there 


b Didonfarte , E. 4 . 

c And there be Bones of a Geant’s Syde 40 Foot long, 
E. 1, i» 3, 4. but the Trench and Latin Manufcripts agree 
with this Text. Such was the Ignorance of thofc Times, as 
to miftak t Andromeda, for the Moijftcr that was to have de¬ 
voured her. 
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fchewethe in Che Roche ther, as the Irene 
Cheynes were feftned, that Andromade a gree 
Geaunt was bounden with, and put inPreioun 
before Noes Flode : of the’ whiche Geaunt, is 
a Rib of his Syde, that is 40 Fote longe. 

And whofo wil arryve at the firfte Port 
of Thire or of Surrey that I have fpoken 
of before, may go be Londe, zif he wil, to 
Jerufalem. And Men gothe fro Surre un¬ 
to the Citee of t Dacoun in a Day. Arid it 
was clept iomtyme Tholomayde. And it was 
fomtyme a Cytee of Crifteuemen, fulle fair; 
but it is now deftroyed: and it ftont upon the 
See. And fro Venyfe to Akoun , be See, is 
xo8o Myles of Lumbar dye. And fro Calabre 
or fro Cecyle to Akoun, be See, is 13 00 Myles 
of Lombardye. And the lie of Crete is righ,t 
in the myd weye. And befyde the Cytee of 
Akoun , toward the See, ixoFurlonges on the 
right fyde, toward the Southe, is the Hylle 
of Carmelyn , where Helyas the Prophete dwcl- 
lede: and there was fitft the Ordre of Frer^s 
Cannes founded. This Hille is not right grer, 
ne fulle highe. And at the Fate of this Hille 
was fomryme a gode Cytee of Criftene Men, 
that Men cleped Cayphas: For Cayphas firft 
founded it: but it is now alle wafted. And 
90 the lift fyde of the Hille Carmelyn , i; a 

P 3 Town* 
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Town, that Men clepen Saffre: and that is 
fett on another Hille. There Seynt James 
and Seynt Johne were born: and in the Wor- 
fchipc of hem, there is a fair Chirche. And 
fro Tholomayde , that Men clepen now Akoun* 
unto agret Hille, that is clept Scalle of Thires x 
is ioo Furlonges. And befyde the Cytee of 
uikoun, renneth a lytille Ry vere, that is clept 
Belon. And there nyghe, is theFoflfe of Men¬ 
tion, that is alle round; and it is ioo Cubytes 
of largenefle, and it is alle fulle of Gravelle, 
fchynynge brighte, of the whicheMen maken 
fair Verres and clere. And Men comen fro 
fer, by Watre inSchippes, and be Londewith 
Cartes, for to fetten of that Gravelle. And 
thoughe there be nevere lo moche taken awey 
there of, on the Day, at Morwe it is as fulle 
azcn, as evere it was. And that is a gret 
mervaille. And there is everemoregretWynd 
in/hatFofle, that fter^the everemore theGra- 
velle, and makethe it trouble. And zif ony 
Man do thereinne ony manerMetalle, it turn- 
ethe anon to Glafle. And the Glaffe, that is 
made of that Gravelle, zif it be don azen in 
to the Gravelle, it turnethe anon in to Gra¬ 
velle as it was firft. And therfore fomme Men 
feyn, that it is a fweloghe of the gravely 
See. 

Alfa 
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Alfo fro Akouti abovefeyd, gon Men forthe 
4 Journees to the Citee of ‘Palejiyn , that was 
of the Thiliftyenes, that now is clept Gaza , 
that is a gay Cytee and a riche; and it is righte 
fayr, and fulle of Folke, and it is a Iytille fro 
the See. And from this Cytee broughte Samp- 
Jon the ftronge, the Zates upon an highe Lond, 
whan he was taken in that Cytee : and there 
he flowghe in a Paleys the Kyng and hymfelf, 
and gret nombre of the belle of the *PhiliJU - 
enesy the whiche had put out his Eyen, and 
Ichaven hisHed, and enprifound him, beTrc- 
foun of Halida his Paramour. And therefore 
he made falle upon hem a gret Halle, whan 
thei were at Mete. And from thens, gon Men 
to the Cytee of Cefairty and fo to the Ca- 
ftelle of Tylgrymesy and fo to AJcolongey and 
than to Jaffey and lb to Jerufalem . 

Cap. V. 

Of manye Names of Sondan$ x and of 
the Tour of Babiloyn. 

A N D whofo wille go be Londe, thorghe 
Jf\ the Lond of Babyloyney where the Sow- 
dan dwellethe comonly, he molte gete Grace 

P 4 
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of him and Leve, to go more fikerly thorghc 
;bo Londes and Contrees. And for to go to 
the Mount of Synay^ before that Men gon to 
Jerufalem , thei fchalle go fro Gaza to the 
Caftelle oiDaire. And after that. Men comen 
put of Surrye, and entren in to Wyldernefle, 
and there the Weye is fondy. And thatWyl- 
derneflfe and Defert laflethe 8 Journeyes. But 
alleweyes Men fynden gode Innes, and alle 
that hem nedethe of Vytaylle. And Men 
clepen that Wyldernefle d Achelleke. And 
\yhan a Man comethe out of that Defert, ho 
pntrethe in to Egypt, that Men clepen Egypt 
Canopac: and aftre other Langage, Men clepen 
ft *MorJyn. And there firft Men fynden a 
gode Toun, that is clept f Belethc ; and it is 
at the ?nde of the Kyngdom of Halappee. 
And from thens Men gon to Babyloyne and to 
Cayre. 

At Babyloyne there is a faire Chirche of oure 
Lady, where fche dwelled 7 Zeer, whan fche 
fleyghe out of the Lend of Judee , for dredc 
pf Kyng Heroude, And there ly the the Body 
pf Scynt Barbre the Virgine and Martyr. And 
there duelled Jofephe , whan he was fold of 

*Alhylet , F. z. Abylet , F. j. Alhelet , L. 1,1. Abylech , L.3. 

K Merfih, L. 1,1. Merfur , L 3/4. 1 

l fyttforp L. I, z. F. 1, 1. 
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bisBretheren. And there made Nabugodono- 
zor the Kyng putte three Children in to the 
Forneys of Fuyr; for thei weren in the righte 
Trouthe of Beleeve: The whiche Children 
Men cleped, Ananya, Azaria , Mizaelle ; as 
the Pfalm of Benedicite feythe. But Nabu- 
godonozor cleped hem other wile, Sydrak , 
Mifak zn&Abdenago: that is to leye, God 
glorious, God victorious, and God over alle 
Thinges and Rem?s. And that was for the 
Myracle, that hefaughe Goddes Sone go with 
the Children thorghe the Fuyr, as ne feyde. 
There duellethe the Soudan in his Calahelyke y 
(for there is comounly his See) in a fayr Ca- 
rtellertrong and gret and wel fett upon a Roche. 
In that Cartelle duellen alle wey, to kepe ic 
and to ferve the Sowdan, mo than 6000 Per- 
fones, that taken alle here Necertaries of the 
Sowdanes Court. I oughte right wel to knowen 
it. For I duelled with him as Soudyour in his 
Werres a gret while, azen the 8 Bedoynes. And 
he wolde have maryed me fulle highely, to a 
gret Princes Daughtre, zif I wolde han for- 
faken my Lawe and my Beleve. But I thanke 
God, I had no wille to don it, for no thing, 
that he behighten me. And zee Ichulle undre- 
rtonde, that the Soudan is Lord of 5 Kyng- 

* In Batylun of Chaldea, aq^ not yi tjiat of Egypt. 

* Btdones, l. domes, 
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domes, that he bathe conquered and apropred 
to him be Srrengthe: And theife ben the 
Names, the Kyngdom of Canapak , that is E- 
gypt ; and the Kyngdom of Jerufakm , where 
that 'David and Salomon were Kynges; and 
the Kyngdom of Surrye , of the whiche the 
Cytee of Damafi was chief; and the Kyng¬ 
dom of Alappe , in the Lond of h Mathe> 
and the Kyngdom of Arabye , that was to on 
of the 3 Kynges, that made Offryng to oure 
Lord, whan he was born. And many othere, 
Londes he holdethe in his Hond. And there 
with alle he holdethe Calyfles, that is a fulle 
gret thing in here Langage; And it is als meche- 
to feyc as Kyng. And there were wont to 
ben s Soudans: but now there is no mo but 
he of Egypt. And the firfte Soudan was x Za- 
rocon , that was of Mede , (as was Fadre to 
Sahaladyn) that toke the Califfe of Egypt 
and floughe him, and was made Soudan be 
Strengthe. Aftre that was Soudan, Sahala- 
dyn , in whoos tyme the Kyng of Englonde y 
Richarde the firfte, withmanye othere, kepten 
the paflage, that Sahaladyn ne myghte not 
paflen. Aftre Sahaladyn , regncd his Sone 
k Boradyn: and aftre him his Nephewe. Aftre 

h Dameth , E. 2, 3, 4 * Tar aeon , L. I, Sat aeon 9 

L. 3,4. * Baradyn, L, 1,2. 
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that 'theCoraaynz, that weren in Servage in 
Egypt, fclten hem fclf, that thei weren of 
gret Power, thei chefen hem a Soudain amonges 
hem; the whiche made m him to ben cleped 
n Mclethefalan. And in his tyme entred in 
to theContrec,of thcKynges of France, Seynt 
Lowyz, and foughte with him: and the Sou¬ 
dan toke him and enprifound him. And this 
was flay n of his ownc Servauntes. And afire 
thei chofen an other to be Soudan, that thei 
cleped Tympieman. And he let delyveren 
Seynt Lowys out of Preloun, for certeynRan- 
foum. And afire on of theife Comaynz reg- 
ned, that highte Cachas, and floughc Tympie- 
man, for to be Soudan: and made him ben 
cleped 0 Melechetnes. And aftre, another that 
hadde to Name P Bendochdare , that floughc 
Melccbemes , for to be Soudan; and cleped 
himfelf Melechdare. In his tyme, entred the 
gode Kyng Edward of Englond in Syrye, and 
dide gret harm to the Sarrazines. And afire 
was this Soudan enpoyfound at fDamafce ; 
and his Sone thoghte to regne aftre him be 
Heritage, and made him to ben dept r Me- 
lefchjdcbe. But another, that had to Name 

1 Commit as y L. The Comons. m Himfelf. 

n MelcchfaU, L. I. o Melethtmeos , L. 1,2. 

P Bendothdar , L. 1,2. q Molothdaer . * M$lechfait y L r, 2. 
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Elphy> chaced him out of the Contree, and 
made him Soudan. This Man toke the Cytee 
of Tripollee and deftroyede manye of the 
Criftene Men, the Zeer of Grace 1289: but 
he was anon flayn. Aftre that was the 
Sone of Elphy chofen to ben Soudan, and 
cleped him 5 Mellet bufferaff: and he toke the 
Citee of Akoun , and chaced out the Criftene 
Men: And this was alio enpoyfond. And 
than was his Brother y made Soudan, aud was 
cleped Melechnaffer. And aftre, on that was 
dept * Guytoga , toke him and put him in Pri- 
foun, in the 11 Caftelle of Mountryvalle ; and 
made him Soudan be ftrengthe, and cleped him 
x Melechcadelle: And he was of Tartaryne. 
But the Comaynz chaced him out of the Con- 
tree, anddiden hym meche Sorwe ; and ma- 
den on of hem felf Soudan, that hadde to 
Name y Lachyn. And he made him to ben 
clept z Mekchmanfer. : the whicbe on a Day 
pleyed at the Chefle, and his Swerd lay be- 
iyde him ; and fo befelle, that on wratthed 
him, and with his owne propre Swerd he was 
flayn. And aftre that, thei weren at gret 
Difcord, for to make a Soudan. And fynally 

* Melethajferak , L. r. 1 Gutoga, L. T, x. 

* De Monte regali , L. I, X. * Mellethedplle, L. I. 

y Bachin , U x. * MdUthm$nfer 4 L,. I, X. 
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thei accordeden to Melechnajjer-, that Guy toga 
had pat in Prifoun at Mountrivalle. And 
this regnede longe and governed wifely ; fo 
that his elded Sone was chofen aftre him, 
Melechemader ; the whiche his Brother * leet 
fle prevyly, for to have the Lordfchipe, and 
made him to ben clept b Melechmadabrofi. 
And he was Soudan, whan I departed fro the 
Contrees. And wyte zee wel, that the Sou¬ 
dan may lede out of Egipt, mo than xoooo 
Men of Armes And out of Surrye, and out 
of Turkye , and out of other Contrees, that 
he holt, he may arrere mo than 5-0000. And 
alle tho ben at his Wages: and thei ben alle 
weys at him, withouten the Folke of his Con- 
tree, that is withouten Nombre. And eve- 
ryche of hem hath be Zere, the mountance 
of 6 fcore Floreynes. But it behovethe, that 
every of hem holde 3 Hors and a Cameylle. 
And be the Cytees and be the Townes, ben 
Amyralles, that han the Governance of the 
Peple. On hath to governe 4, and another 
hath to governe 5, another mo, and another 
wel mo. And als moche takethe the Amy- 
ralle be him allone, as alle the other Souldy- 
ours han undre hym. And therfore whan the 
Soudan willeavance ony worthiKnyghte, he 

f Fecit occidi, L* Mtlltthmundahron, L. 1,1. 
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makethe him a AmyralJe. And whan it is ony 
Derthe, the Knygbtes ben right pore, and 
thanne thei fellen bothe here Hors and here 
Harneys. And the Soudan hathe 4 Wyfes, 
on Cridene and 3 Saraztnes: of the whiche, 
on dwellethe at Jerufalem , and another at 
\Damafce , and anot her at Afcalon. And w han 
hemlyd, thei remewen to otherCytees. And 
whan the Soudan wille, he may go vifite hem. 
And he hathe as many Paramours, as hym 
lykethe. For he makethe to come before him, 
the faired and the noblede of Birthe and the 
gentyllede Damyfeles of his Contree, and he 
makethe hem to ben kept and ferved fulle ho- 
nourabely, and whan he wole have on to lye 
withe him, he makethe hem alle to come be¬ 
fore him; and he beholdethe in alle, whiche 
of hem is mod to his pleiance, and to hire 
anon he iendethe or cadethe a Ryng fro his 
Fyngre: And thanne anon fche fchalle ben 
bathed and richely atyred, and anoynted with 
delicat thinges of fwete iinelle, and than lad 
to the Soudanes Chambrc. And thus he dothe, 
als often as him lid, when he wil have ony 
of hem. And before the Soudan comethe no 
Strangier, but zif he be clothed in Clothe of 
Gold or of Tart arye or of Camaka, in the Sa- 
razines guyfe, and as the Saraztnes ufen. 
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And it behovethe, that anon at the firfte fight, 
that Men fee the Soudan, be it in Wyndowe, 
or in what place elles, that Men knele to him 
and kyfle the Erthe : for that is the manere 
to do Reverence to the Soudanne, of hem that 
Ipeken with him. And whan that Mefian- 
geres of ftraunge Contrees comen before him, 
* the Meynee of the Soudan, whan the Straun- 
geres fpeken to hym, thei ben aboute the Soul- 
dan with Swerdes drawen and Gylarmcz and 
Axes, here Armes lift up in highe with the 
Wepenes, for to finyte upon hem, zif thei 
feye ony Woord, that is difplefance to the 
Soudan. And allb, no Straungere comethe 
before him, but that he makethe him fumPro- 
mys and Graunt, of that the Straungere ask- 
ethe refonabely, belb it be not azenft his La we. 
And lo don othere Prynces bezonden. For 
thei feyn, that no Man fchalle come before 
noPrynce, but that he be bettre, and fchalle 
be more gladdcre in departynge from his pre¬ 
fence, thanne he was at the comynge before 
hym. 

And undirftonde zee, that that Babyloyne 
that I have fpoken offe, where that the Sou¬ 
dan duellethe, is not that gret Babyloyne , 
where the Dyverfitee of Langages was fir ft 

c Gens ipfius, L. 
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made for Vengeance, by the Myracle of God# 
when the grete Tour of Babel was begonnefi 
to ben made; of the whiche the Walles weren 
a 64 Furlonges of heighthe; that is in the 
grete Defertes of Afabye, upon the Weye, as 
Men gon toward the Kyngdom of Caldee. 
But it is fulle longe fithe that ony Man durfte 
neyhe to the Tour : for it is alledelerte and 
fiille of Dragouns and grete Serpentes, and 
fulle of dyverfe venymoufeBeftes alle abouten. 
That Tout, with the Cytee, was of ayMyle 
in cyrcuyt Of the Walles; as thei of the Con- 
tree feyn, and as Men may demen by efty- 
inatioun, aftre that Men tellen of the Con- 
tree. Arid thoughe it be clept the Tour of 
Babiloyne , zit natheles there were ordeyned 
with inne many Manfiouns and many gret 
duellynge Places, in lengthe and brede: And 
that Tout conteyned gret Contree in circuyt: 
For the Tour allone conteyried ioMylefqware. 
That Tour founded Kyng Neihbrothe> that 
was Kyng of that Contree: and he was firlte 
Kyng of the World. And he leet make an 
Ymage in the lykneiFe of hiSFadre, and con- 
ftreyned alle his Subgettes for to worichipe it. 
And anon begonnen othere Lordes to do the 
fame. And lb begonnen the Ydoles and the 

So both Latin and French M SS. 
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Symulacres firft. The Town and the Cytee 
weren fulle wel fett in a fair Contree and a 
Playn; that Men ckpen the Contree of c Sa¬ 
mar : of the whiche the Walles of the Cytee 
werein f zoo Cubytes in heighte, and 50 Cu- 
bytes in breadthe. And the Ryvere of Eu- 
fhrate ran thorghe out the Cytee and aboute 
the Toot alfb. But Cirus the Kyng of Eerfe 
toke from hem the Ryvere, and deftroyede 
alle the Cytee and the Tour alfo. For he de¬ 
parted that Ryvere in 360 finale Ry veres; be? 
caufe that he had fworn, that he fcholde putte 
the Ryvere in fuche poynr, that a WSman 
myghte wel pafle there, withouten caftynge 
of of hire Clothes; for als moche as he hadde 
loft many worthi Men, that trowedcn to 
paflen that Ryvere by fwymmyngc. 

And from Babyloyne t where the Soudan 
dwcllethe, to go right betwene the 8 Oryent 
and the Septemtryon, toward the grete Ba- 
byloyne , is 40 Journeyes to paflen be Defart. 
But it is not die gr titBabtloyne, in the Lond 
and in the Powere of the feyd Soudan; but 
it is in the Power and the Lordfcbipe of 5 Per- 
j (ye. But he holdethe it pf the grete Cham, 

/ * Sonnaar , L. 1 , 2 . ' 

f Herodotus makes them 350 Foot high, 87 Foot thick, and 
480 Furlongs or 60 Miles about. * Eaft and North. 
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that is the grettefte Emperour and the mod So- 
vereyn Lord of alle the parties bezonde: and 
be is Lord of the lies of Cathay and of ma¬ 
ny othere lies, and of a gret partie of Inde. 
And his Lond marchethe unto Trejlre Johnes 
Lond; and he holt fo moche Lond, that he 
knowethe not the ende. And he is more 
myghty and grettre Lord withoute Compari- 
foun, than is the Soudan. Of his ryalle fi¬ 
liate and of his Myghte, I ichalle Ipeke more 
plenerly, whan Ifchalle fpeke of the Lond and 
of the Contree of Tnde. 

Alfo the Cytee of h Methone where Ma- 
chomet lythe, is of the grete Defertes ofA- 
rabye. And there lithe the Body of hym fulle 
honourabely in here Temple, that the Sara- 
zines clepen Muskethe. And it is fro Baby- 
loyne the lefle, where the Soudan duellethe, 
unto Methon abovefeyd, in to a 3 a Journeyes. 
And wytethe wel, that the Rewme of Ara- 
bye is a fulle gret Contree: but there in is 
over moche Dy fert. And no Man may dwelle 
there in that Defert, for defaute of Watre. 
For that Lond is alle gravelly and fulle of 
Spnd. And it is drye and nothing fru&uous; 
becaufe that it hathe no Moyfture: andther- 
fore is there lb meche Defart. And zif it 

h Mecca . 
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hadde Ryvercs and Welles; and the Lond alfo 
were, as it is in other parties, it fcholde ben 
als fulle of Peple and als fulle enhabyted with 
Folk, as in other Places. For there is fqlle 
gret Multitude of Peple, where as the Lond 
is enhabyted. Arabye durethefro the endes 
of the Reme of Caldee , unto the lafte ende of 
Affryky andmarchethe to the Lond oiTdumee, 
toward the ende of Botron. And in Caldee , 
the chief Cytee is 1 Baidak. And of Affryky 
the chief Cytee is Cartage, that T>ydo y that 
was Eneas Wyf, founded. The whiche Ene¬ 
as was of the Cytee of Troye, and aftre was 
Kyng of Itaylle. Mefopotamye ftrecchethe 
alfo unto the Defertes of Arabye ; and it is 
a gret Contrec. In this Contree is the Cytee 
of Araym y where Abrahames Fadree duelled, 
and from whens Abraham departed, beCom- 
ntaademeut of the Aungelle. And of that 
Cytee was k Effraym , that was a gret Clerk 
and a gret Do&our. And Theophylus was of 
that Cytee alfo, that oure Ladye favede from 
oure Enemye. And Mefopotame durethe fro 
the Ryvere of Eufrates, unto the Ryvere of 
Tygris. For it is betwene tho a Ry veres. Aod 
bezoode the Ryvere of Tygre, is Caldee , rhac 
is a fulle gret Kyngdom. In that Rewme, at 

» Bagdad. * Kfraim Cyrus. 
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Baidak abovefeyd, was wonf to duello the 
Calyffeez, that was wont to ben bothe as 
Emperoui and Pope of the Arabyenez ; fb 
that he was Lord Spirituelle and Temporelle. 
And he was SuccefTour to Mac hornet e, and 
of his Generatioun. That Cytee of Baidak 
was wont tcrbencleped 1 Sutis: and Nabugo- 
donozor founded it. And there duelled the 
Holy Prophete 'Daniel ; and there he faughe 
Vifionnes of Hevcne; and there he made the 
Expolitioun of Dremes. And in old tyme, 
there were wont to be 3 Calyffez; and thei 
dwelleden in the Cytee of Baidak above¬ 
feyd. 

And at Cayre befides Babyloyne-, duelled the 
Calyffee of Egypt. And at Marrok , upon 
the Weft See, duelte the Calyffee of Barba- 
ryenes and of Affry canes. And now is there 
non of the Calyffeez, ne noughte han ben, 
ftthe the tyme of Sowdan Sahaladyn. For 
from that tyme hidre, the Sowdan clepethe 
him felf Calyffee. And fo han the Calyffeez 
y loft here Name. Alfo wytcthe wel, that 
Babyloyne the lefle, where the Soudan duel- 
lethe, and at the Cytee of Cayr, that is nyghe 
befyde it, ben grete huge Cytees manye and 
fayr; and that on fytt nyghe that other. Ba- 

1 Sufa. 
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byioyne fytt upon the Ryvere of Gyfon , fom- 
tyme clept Nyle, that comcthe out of Paradys 
terreftre. That Ry vere of Nyle, alle the zeer, 
whan the Sonne entrethe in to the Signe of 
Cancer , it begynnethe to wexe; and it wex- 
ethe alle weys, als longe as the Sonne is in 
Cancro, and in the Signe of Lyoune. And it 
wexethe in fiiche manere, that it is fbmtyme 
fo gret, that it is xo Cubytes or more erf dep- 
nefle: and thanne it dothe gret Harm to the 
Godes, that ben upon theLond. For thanne 
may no Man trayaylle to ere the Londes, 
for the grete Moyftnefle: And therfore is 
there dere Tyme in that Contree, And alio 
whan it wexethe lytylle, it is dere Tyme in 
that Contree; For defaute of Moyfture. And 
whan the Sonne is in the Signe of Virgo, 
thanne begynnethe the Ryvere for to wane 
and to decrece lytyl and lytylle; fo that 
whan the Sonne is entred in to the Signe of 
Libray thanne thei entren betwene theifoRy- 
veres. This Ryvere comethe rennynge from 
Paradys terreftre, betwene the Deforte? of 
Tnde\ and aftre it fmytt unto Londe, and 
rennethe longe tyme many grete Contrees 
undre Erthe: And aftre it gothe out undre 
an highe Hille, that Men clepen Alothey that 
is betwene Tnde and Ethiofe ? the diftance of 
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five Moneths Journeyes fro the entree of /£- 
thiope. And aftre it envyronnethe alle E- 
th'tope and m Morektnte, and gothe alle along 
fro the Lond of Eg'tpte , unto the Cytee of 
Alifandre , to the endc of Egipte ; and there 
it fallethe into the See. Aboute this Ryvere 
ben manye Briddes and Foules, as Sikonyes* 
that thei clepen Ibes. 

Egypt is a long Contree; but it is ftreyt, 
that is to fcye narow: for thei may not en- 
largen it toward the Delert, for definite of 
Watre. And the Contree is feet along upon 
the Ry vere of Nyle ; be als moche as that 
Ryvcre may ferve be Flodcs or otherwife, 
that whanne it flowetbe, it may ipreden a- 
brood thorghe the Contree: fo is the Contree 
large of Lengthe. For there it rey neth not but 
litylle in that Contree: and for that Cade, 
they have no Watre, but zif it be of that 
Flood of that Ryvere. And for als moche 
is it ne reynethe not in that Coiitree, but the 
Eyr is alwey pirre and deer, thetfore in that 
Contree ben the gode Afironomyeres: for 
thei fynde there no Cloudes, to letteu hem. 
Alfo the Cytee of Cayre is righte gret, and 
more huge than that of Babyloyne the lefle: 
And it fytt aboven toward the Defert of Sy- 

m Mauritania. 
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rye, a lytille abovcn the Ryvere abovefeyd. 
In Egipt there ben x parties; the Heghte, 
that is toward Ethiope ; and the Loweuefle, 
that is towardes Arabye. In Egypt is the 
Lond of RamaJJes and the Lond of Gejffen. 
Egipt is a ftrong Contree: for it hathe ma- 
nye fchrewede Havenes, becaufe of the grete 
Roches, that ben ftronge and daungeroufb to 
pafle by. And at Egipt , toward the Eft, is 
the rede See, that durethe unto the Cytee of 
Cofton: and toward the Weft, is the Contree 
of Lybye, that is a fulle drye Lond, and li- 
tylle of Fruyt: for it is over moche plentee 
of Hete. And that Lond is clept Fuftbe. 
And toward the partieMeridionalleis 2 fri&/<^?. 
And toward the Northe is the Delarr, that 
durethe unto Syrye: And fo is the Contree 
ftrong on alle fydes. And it is wel a 15 Jour- 
neyes of Lengthe, and more than two fo moche 
of Defert: and it is but two Journeyes in 
Largenefle. And betwene Egipt and Nubye, 
it hathe wel a ix Joumees of Defert. And 
Men of Nubye ben Criftene: but thei ben 
blake as the Mowres, for grete Hete of the 
Sonne. 

In Egipt there ben 5 Provynces; that on 
bight eSabythe* that ocher highte n 5 Demefeers 

vJHvtorfir , L. i, 2, Damafer. F. a. 

E 4 another 


Digitized by VjOOQle 


The Vnage and Travaile of 

another Refithe ', that is an lie in Nyle, ano* 
ther Alifandre , and another the Lond of < Dd- 
miete. That Cytee was wont to be righte 
ftrong: but it was twyes wonnen of the Cri- 
ftenc Men : And rherfore after that the Sa- 
razines beten down the Walles. And with 
the Walles and the Tour thereof, the Sara- 
zines maden another Cytee more fer from the 
the See, and clepeden it the newe Damyete. 
So that now no Man duellethe at the rather6 
Toun of Damyete. And that Cytee of *Da- 
myete is on of the Havenes of Egypt: and at 
Alifandre is that other, that is a fulle ftrong 
Cytee. But there is no Watre to drynke, but 
zif it come be Condyt from Nyle , that en- 
trethe in to here Cifternes. And who fo flop¬ 
ped that Watre from hem, thei myghte not 
endure there. In Egypt there ben but fewe 
Forcelettes or Caftelles, be caufe that the 
Contree is fo ftrong of him felf. At the De- 
fortes of Egypte was a worthi Man, that was 
an Holy ° Heremyte ; and there metre with 
hym a Monftre, (that is to feyne, a Monftre 
is a thing difformed azen Kynde both of Man 
br of Beft or of ony thing elles: and that is 

« Not a, of a Mentyle. This Story is in the Life of Patti 
the Hermite, writ by St. ftrom ; and there is a Copy ther<>- 
of in the Cotton Library 1000 Years old. 
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cleped a Monftre) And this Monftre, that 
metre with this Holy Heremyte, wa9 as it 
hadde ben a Man, that hadde z Hornes tren¬ 
chant on his Forhede; and he hadde a Body 
lyk a Man, unto the Nabele; and benetbe he 
hadde the Body lyche a Goot. And the He¬ 
remyte asked him, what he was* And the 
Monftre anfwerde him, and feyde, he was a 
dedly Creature, fuche as God hadde formed, 
and duelled in thoDefcrtes, in purchafynge his 
Suftynance; and befoughte the Heremyte, that 
he wolde preyeGod for him, the whichc that 
cam from Hevenc for to laven alle Mankynde, 
and was born of a Mayden, and luffred Pafli- 
oun andDethe, (as we well knowen) be whom 
we lyven and ben. And zit is the Hede with 
the z Hornes of that Monftre at Alifandre 
for a Marveyle. 

In Egypt is the Cytee of Elyople , that is 
to feyne, the Cytee of the Sonne. In that 
Cytee there is a Temple made round, aftre the 
fchappe of the Temple of Jerufalem. The 
Preftes of thatTemple han alle hereWrytynges, 
undre the Date of the Foul that is dept p Fe- 
nix: and there is non but on in alle the World. 
And he comethe to brenne him felf upon the 

p The Author has this Story from Pliny*s Natural Hiftory. 
Lib* X, Cap. i« 
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Awrere of the Temple, at the ende of $ Hun* 
dred Zeer: for fo longe he lyvethe. And at 
the 500 Zeres ende, the Preftes arrayen here 
Awterehoneftly, andpurten there upon Spices 
and Sulphur vif and other thinges, that wolen 
brenne lightly. And than the Brid Fenix 
comethe, and brennethe him felf to Askes. 
And the firft Day next aftre. Men fynden in 
the Askes a Worm; and the fecunde Day next 
aftre. Men funden a Brid quyk and perfyt; 
and the thridde Day next aftre, he fleethe his 
wey. And fo there is no mo Briddes of that 
Kynde in alle the World, but it allone. And 
treuly that is a gret Myracle of God. And 
Men may well lykne that Bryd unto God; be 
caufe that there nys no God but on; and alio, 
that oure Lord aroos fr6 Dethe to Lyve, the 
thridde Day. This Bryd Men feen often tyme, 
Been in tho Contrees: And he is not meche- 
les more than an Egle. And he hathe a qCreft 
of Fedres upon his Hed, more gret than the 
Poocok hathe ; and his Nekke is zalowe, af¬ 
tre colour of an Orietle, that is a Ston well 
fchynynge; And his Bek is coloured blew, 
as Tnde\ And his Wenges ben of Purpre Co¬ 
lour, and theTayile is zelow and red, caftynge 
his Taylle azen in travers. And he is a fulle 

*Plm. Nat. Hift. L XI. Ca^. 37. 
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fairBrid to loken upon, azenft the Sonne: for 
he fchynethe folly glorioufly and nobcly. 

Alfo in Egyft ben Gardyns, that han Trees 
and Herbes, the whiche bercn Frutes 7 tymes 
in the Zeer. And in that Lond, Men fynden 
many fayre Emcraudes and y nowe. And 
therefore thei ben there grettere cheep. Alfo 
whan it reynethe ones in the Somer, in the 
Lond of Egtfty thanne is alle the Contree 
folle of grete Myrs. Alfo at Cayre , that I 
fpak of before, fellen Men comounly bothe 
Men and Wommen of other Lawe, as we don 
here Bedes in the Markat. And there is a 
comoun Hows in that Cytee, that is alle 
fullc of finale Forneys; and thidre bryngen 
Wommen of the Toun here Eyren of Hermes, 
of Gees and of Dokcs, for to ben put in to 
tho Furneyfos. And thei that kepen that 
Hows, covexen hem with Hetc of Hors Dong, 
with outen Henne, Goos or Doke or ony o- 
ther Foul; and at tbe ende of 3 Wekes or of 
a Monethe, thei comen azen and taken here 
Chickenes and noriflche hem and bryngen 
hem forthe: fo that alle the Contree is folle 
of bcm. And fo Men don there bothe Wyntrc 
and Somer. 

Alfo in that Contree, and in othere alfo. 
Men fynden longe Apples to folle, in hire ce- 
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Ibun: and Men clepen hem Apples of Pa- 
radys; and thei ben righte fwete and of gode 
Savour. And thoghe zee kutte hem in never 
lo many Gobettes or parties, overthwart or 
end longes, everemore zee fchulle fynden in 
the myddes, the figure of the Holy Cros of 
oure Lord Jefu. But thei wil roten within 
8 Days: And for that Caufe Men may not 
carye of the Apples to no fer Contrecs. And 
thei han grete Leves, of a Fote and an half of 
lengthe: and thei ben covenably large. And 
Men fynden there alfp the Appulle Tree of 
Adam , that han a byte at on of theiydes. And 
there ben alfoFyge Trees, that beren no Leves, 
but Fyges upon the fmale Braunches: and 
Men clepen hem Figes of Tharoon. Alfb be- 
fyde Cayre , withouten that Cytee, is the Feld 
where Bawme growethe: And it comethe out 
on finale Trees, that ben non hyere than a 
Mannes breek.Girdille; and thei femen as 
Wode, that is of the wylde Vyne. And in 
that Feld ben 7 Welles, that oure Lord Jefu 
Crijl made with on of hisFeet, whan he wente 
to pleyen with other Children. That Feld is 
not lb well clofed, but that Men may entren 
at here owne lid. But in that Cefonne, that 
the Bawme is growynge, Men put there to 
gode kepynge, that no Man dar ben hardy to 
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cntre. This Bawme growethe in no Place, but 
only there. And thoughe that Men bryngen 
of thePlauntes, for to planten in other Con- 
trees, thei growen wel and fayre, but thei 
bryngen forthe no fru&uous thing: and the 
Leves of Bawme ne fallen noughte. And Men 
kutten theBraunches, with a fcharp Flyntfton 
or with a fcharp Bon, whanne Men wil go to 
kutte hem: For who fo kutte hem with Iren, 
it wolde deftroye his Vertue and his Nature. 
And the Sarazines clepen the Wode Enouch 
balle ; and theFruyt, the whiche is as r Quy- 
bybes, thei clepen Abebifiam; and the Ly- 
cour, that droppethe fro the Braunches, thei 
clepen Guyballe. And Men maken alle weys 
that Bawme to ben tyled of the Criflenemen, 
or elles it wolde not frudifye; as the Sara¬ 
zines feyn hem felf: for it hathe ben often 
tymepreved. Men feyn alfo, that the Bawme 
growethe in Tnde the more, in that Defert 
where the Trees of - the Sonne and of the 
Mone fpak to Alifamdre. But I have not 
feen it. For I have not ben fo fer aboven up¬ 
ward : becauie that there ben to many peri- 
loufe Paflages. And wyte zee wel, that a 
Man oughte to take gode kepe for to bye 
Bawme, but zif he cone knowe if righte welt 

f ChM», L. 
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for he may righte lyghtely be dilceyved. For 
Meo lellen a Gome, that Men clepenTurben- 
tyne, in ftede of Bawme; and thei pucten there 
to a littille Bawme for to zeven gode Odour. 
And sttme putten Wax in Oyle of the Wode 
of the fruyt of Bawme, and feyn that it is 
Bawme: and sfime deftyllen Clowes of Gy- 
lofrc and of Spykenard of Spayne and of o- 
there Spices, that ben well fmellynge; and the 
Lykonr that gothe out there of, thei clepe it 
Bawme: and thei wenen, that thei ban Bawme; 
and thei have non. For the Sarazines coun- 
trefeten it be fotyltee of Craft, for to difcey- 
ven the Criftene Men, as I have feen fulle 
many a tyme. And aftre hem, the Marchaun- 
tis and the Apotecaries countrefeten it eft- 
lones, and than it is lafle worthe, and a gret 
del worie. But zif it lyke zou,I fchalle fchewe, 
how zee fchulle knowe and preve, to the ende 
that zee fchalle not ben dilceyved. Firft zee 
fchulle wel knowe, that the naturelle Bawme 
is fulle deer, and of Cytrine colour, and 
ftronge findlynge: And zif it be thykke or 
reed or blak, it is fophifticate, that is to feyne, 
contrefeted and made lyke it, for dilceyt. 
And undreftondethe, that zif zee wil putte a 
litylle Bawme in the Pawme of zoure bond, 
azen the Sonne, zif it be fyn and gode, zee 
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ds fchulle not fufFre zoure hand azenft the 
hete of the Sonne. Alio takethe a lytille 
Bawme, with the poynt of aKnif, and touche 
it to the fuyr, and zif it brenne, it is a gode 
ligne. Aftre take alfo a drope of Bawme, and 
put it in to a Diflche or in a Cuppe withMylk 
of a Goot; and zif it be naturelle Bawme, a* 
non it wole take and bcclippe the Mylk. Or 
put a Drope of Bawme in clere Watre, in a 
Cuppe of Sylver or in a clere Bacyn, and Here 
it wel with the clere Watre; and zif that the 
Bawme be fyn and of his owne kynde, the 
Watre Ichalle nevere trouble: And zif the 
Bawme be lophifticate, that is to feyne coun- 
trefeted, the Watre Ichalle become anon trou¬ 
ble: And alfo zif the Bawme be fyn, it Ichalle 
falle to thebotme of rheVeflelle, as thoughe 
it were Quyklylver: For the fyn Bawme is 
more hevy twyes, than is the Bawme, that 
is fophifticate and countrefeted. Now I have 
fpoken of Bawme: and now alfo Ifchalle fpeke 
of an other thing, that is bezonde Babykyne, 
above the Flode of Nyle, toward the Defert, 
betwene Affrik and Egypt: that is to leyn, 
of the Gerneres of Jofeph, that heleet make, 
for to kepe the Greynes for the perile of the 
dere Zeres. And thei ben made of Ston, fulle 
wel made of Malonnes craft: of the whiche 
* two 
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two ben merveyloule grete and hye; and the 
tothere ne ben not fo grete. And every Ger* 
ner hathe a Zate, for to entre with inne, a ly- 
tille hyghe ft6 the Erthe. For the Lond is 
wafted and fallen,lithe the Gcrneres were made. 
And with inne thei ben alle fulle of Serpentes. 
And aboven the Gerneres with outen, ben 
many leriptures of dyverle Langages. And 
fum Men leyn, that thei ben Sepultures of 
grete Lordes, that weren Ibmtyme; but that 
is not trewe: for alle the comoun rymour and 
ipeche is of alle the peple there, bothe fer and 
nere, that thei ben the Garneres of Jofeph. 
And io fynden thei in here Scriptures and in 
here Cronycles. On that other partie, zif 
thei werein Sepultures, thei fcholden not ben 
voyd with inne. For zee may well knowe, 
that Tombes and Sepultures ne ben not made 
of luche gretnefte, ne of fuche highnefte. 
Wherfore it is not to beleve, that thei ben 
Tombes or Sepultures. In Egypt alio there 
ben dyverfe Langages and dyverfe Lettres, and 
of other manere condicioun, than there ben 
in other parties. As I fchalle devyfe zou, 
fuche as thei ben, and the names how thei 
clepen hem; to luche entent, that zee mowe 
knowe the difference of hem and of othere. 
Athoimis, Bunchf y Chinok , < Duram,Eni, Fin, 
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Gofnor, Heket , Janny , Karafta , Luzanim , 
Miche , Naryn, Oldacbe , Tiloti, gjhiyn. Trot, 
Sicken , Thola y c Urmron y Tph and Zarm t 
Thoit. 

Now will I retournc azen, or I procede ony 
ferthere, for to declare zou the othere weyes, 
that drawen toward Babtloyne y where the Sou¬ 
dan him felf duellethe, that is at the entree of 
Egypt ; for als moche as many folk gon thidre 
firft, and aftre that to the Mount Synay y and 
aftre retournen to Jerufalem , as I have leyd 
zou here beforn. For thei fulfillen firft the 
more longe Pilgrymage, and aftre retournen 
azen be the nexte Weyes; becaufe that the 
more nye Weye is the more worthi, and that 
is Jerufalem. For no other Pylgrymage is 
not lyk, in comparloun to it; But for to fullc 
fylle here Pilgrymages more dfily and more 
fykerly, men gon firft the longer weye. But 
vvhofo wil go to Babyloyne , be another weye, 
more fchort from the Contrees of the Weft, 
that I have reherced before; or from other 
Contrees next fro hem; than Men gon by 
Framee y be Burgoyne and be Lombardye. It 
nedethe not to telle zou the names of theCy- 
tees, ne of the Townes that ben in that Weye: 
For the Weye is comoun, and it is knowen 
of many Naciouns. And there ben many Ha- 
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Irenes, that Men taken the See. Same Men 
taken the See at Gene, s6me at Venyce , and 
pafien by the See Adryatyk, that is dept the 
Goulf of Venyfe, that departethe Ttaylle and 
Greece on that fyde. And some gon to Na¬ 
ples, some to Rome, and from Rome to 'Bran¬ 
dy*, and there thei taken the See: and in ma¬ 
ny othere places, where that Havenes ben. 
And Men gon be Tujfye , be Champayne, be 
, Calabre, be Appuille, and be the Hilles of 
Ttaylle, Chorifqe, be Sardyne, and be Cycile, 
that is a gret lie and a gode. In that Ik of 
Cycile, there ys a maner of a Gardyn, in the 
whiche ben many dyverle Frutes. And the 
Gardyn is alweys grene and florisfhing, alk 
the cefouns of the Zeer, als wel inWyritre es 
in Somer. That Ylc holt in compas aboute 
350 Frenfche Myles. And betwene Cycele 
and Itlie there is not but a lytille Arm of 
the See, that Men ckpen die Farde of Mef- 
tyne. And Cycile is betwene the Sec Adrya- 
tyk and the See of Lombardye. And fro Cy- 
cyle in to Calabre is but 8 Myles of Lom¬ 
bardy e. And in Cycile there is a manere of 
Serpentes, be the whiche Men allay en and 
preven, where here Children ben Baftardis or 
none, or of lawefulle Manage. For zif thei 
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bet! born in rigbte Mariage, the Serpentes god 
aboute hem, and don hem non harm: and 
zif thei ben born in Avowtrie, the Ser¬ 
pentes byten hem and envenyme hem. And 
thus manye wedded Men preve, zif the Chil- 
dren ben here owne. Alio in that lie is the 
Mount itthna, that Men depen Mount Gy- 
belle and the fVleones , that ben evere- 
more brennynge. And there ben 7 places* 
that btennen and that caften out dyverie 
■flawmes and dyverfe colour. And be the 
chaungynge of tho Flawmes, Men of that 
Coatree knowen, whanne it ichalle be Berthe 
or gode tyme, or cold or hoot, or moyft or 
drye, or in alle othere maneres, how the tyme 
Ichalle be governed. And from Itaille un- 
, to the JVUsmes, nys but Myle. And 
Men fcyn, that the WUnties ben Wcyes of 
Helle. 

AMo wholb gothe be ‘Pyfe, zif that Men 
lift to go that Weye, there is an Arm of the 
See, where that Men gon to othere Havenes 
in tho Marches. And -than Men paflen be 
the He of Greafi that is at Gene : And aftre 
•orryveebe Men in Grece at the Hav-ene of the 
Cytee of Myrok-> or at the Haveneof Valone, 
or at the Cytee of Doras < and there is a 
Duk ox Doras, or at othere Havenes in tho 
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Marces: And fb Men gon to Cojlanty noble. 
And afcre gon Men be Watre, to the He of 
Crete and to the He of Rodes , and fo to Cy- 
fre, and fo to Athens , and fro thens to Co- 
fiantynoble. 

To holde the more righte We ye be See, it is 
wel a i88oMyle of Lombardye. And aftrefrb 
Cifre Men gon be See, and leven Jerufalem 
and alle the Contree on the left hond, unto 
Egypt i and arryven at the Cytee of 'Damyete, 
that was wont to be fulle ftrong, and it fytt 
at the entree of Egypt. And fro Tiamyete, 
gon Men to the Cytee of Altzandre , that 
fytt alfo upon the See. In that Cytee was 
feynte Kateryne beheded. And there was 
feynt Mark the Evangelifl martyred and bu- 
ryed. But the Emperour Leoun made his Bones 
to ben broughte to Venyfe. And zit there is 
at Altzandre a faire Chirche, alle white with- 
outen peynture : and fb ben alle the othere 
Chirches, that weren of the Criflene Men, alle 
white with inne. For the ‘Panetnes and the 
Sarrazynes maden hem white, for to fordon 
the Ymages of Seynte9, that weren peynted 
on the Walles. That Cytee of Altzandre is 
wel bo Furlonges in lengtbe : but it is but io 
on la'geneffe. And it is a fulle noble Cytee 
and a tayr. At that Cytee, entrethe the Ry- 
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vere of Nyle in to the See; as I to zou have 
feyd before. In that Ryvere Men fynden ma¬ 
ny precyoufe Stones, and meche alfo of Lig¬ 
num Aloes: and it is a manere of Wode, that 
comethe out oiTaradys terreflre, the whiche 
is good for manye dy verfe Medicynes: and it 
is righte dereworthe. And fto Altzandre Men 
gon to Babyloyne , where the Soudan dwel- 
lethe; that fy tt alfo upon the Ryvere of Nyle. 
And this Weye is mod fchort, for to go 
ftreyghte unto Babilcyne. 

Now fchaU I feye zou alfo the Weye, that 
gothe fro Babilcyne to the Mount of Synay, 
where Seyn x&Kateryne lythe. He mofle pafle 
be the Delertes of Arabye ; be the whiche De¬ 
forces, Mcyfes ladde the Peple of Ifrael: and 
thanoe paffe Men be the WeHe, that Moyfes 
made with his bond in the Deferres, whan 
the People gruccbed, for thei fownden no 
thing to drynke. And than pafle Men be the 
Welle of Mar ache, of the whiche the Watre 
was firft byttre : but the Children of Ifrael 
putten there inneaTree; and anon the Wa¬ 
tre was fwete and gode for to drynke. And 
tbanne gon Men be Defart unto the Vale of 
E!yn% in the whiche Vale be iz Welles: and 
there ben jx Trees of Palme, that beren the 
P*tes, the whiche Moyfes fond with theChil- 
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(Iren of Ifrael. And fro that Valeye, is but 
a gode Journcye to the Mount of Synay. 

And whoib wil go be another Weye fro 
Bab'tloyne, than Men gothe be the Rede See, 
that is an Arm of the See Occean. And there 
parted Moyfes> with the Children of JJraeli o- 
verthwart the See, arte drye, whan Tbarao 
the Kyng of Egypt chaced hem. And that 
See is wel a 6 Myle of largenerte in bredtbe. 
And in thait See wa sTbarao drowned and arte 
his Hood, that he ladde. That See is not 
more reed than another See; but in fome place 
thereof is the Gravelle reede : and therfore 
Men clepen it the Rede See. That See ren- 
nethe to the endes of Arabye and of Bale- 
Jiyne. That See lafterbe more than 4 Jonr- 
neyes. And then gon Men be Deferr, unto 
the Vale of Elyn: and frothens to the Mount 
of Synay. And zee may wel undirdonde, that 
be this Deferr, no Man may go on Hors back, 
be caufe that there nys nouther Mete for 
Hors neWatre to drynke. And for that caufe. 
Men paflen that Defert with Camelle. For 
the Camay lie fynt alle wey Mete in Trees and 
on Buishes, that he fedethe him with. And 
he may well fade fro Drynk, x dayes or 3: 
and that may non Hors don. 

And wyte wel, that from ftapiloyne to tbo 
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Mount Synay, is wel a iz gode Journeycs: 
and foitie Men maken hem more: and lome 
Men haften hem and pey nen hem; and there¬ 
fore thei maken hem lefTe. And alle weys 
fynden Men Latyneres to go with hem in the 
Contrees, andfertherebezonde, in to tyme that 
Men conne the Langage. . And it behovethe 
Men to bere Vitaille with hem, that fchallc 
dnren hem in tho Defertes, and other neceila- 
lies for to lyve by. 

And the Mount of Synay is clept the De- 
fert of Syne, that is for to feyne, the BufTche 
brennynge: becauie there Moyfes iawghc oure 
Lord God many tymes, in forme of Fuyr brcn- 
nynge upon that Hille ; and alio in a Buflche 
brennynge; and ipak to him. And that was 
at the Foot of the Hilfe. There is an Abbeye 
of Monkes, wel bylded and wel clofed with 
Zates of Iren, for drede of the wylde Beftes. 
And theMonkes ben Arrabyenes, or Men of 
Greece: and there is a gret Covent; and alle 
thei ben as Heremytes, and thei drynken no 
Wyn, but zif it be on principalle Feftes: and 
thei ben fulle devonte Men, and lyven pore- 
ly andfympely, with Joutes and with Dates: 
and thei don gret Abftynence and Penaunce. 
There is the Chirche of Scynte Kateryne, ia 
whjche ben manye Laropes brennynge. 
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For thei ban of Oyle of Olyves y now, bothq 
for to brenne in hereLampes, and to ete allb; 
And that plentee have thei be the Myracle of 
God. For the Ravenes and the Crowes and 
the Choughes, and other Foules of the Con* 
tree allemblen hem there every Zeer ones, 
and fleen thider as in pilgrymage : and eve- 
ryche of hem bringethe a Braunche of the 
Bayes or of OJyve, in hereBekes, in ftede of 
Offryng, apd leven hem there ; of the whiche 
the Monkes maken gret plentee of Oyle: and 
this is a gret Marvaylie. And lithe that Foules, 
that han no kyndely Wytt ne Refoun, .gon 
thidre to feche that glorioule Virgyne ; wel 
more oughten Men than to leche hire and to 
worfchipen hire. Allb behynde the Awtier 
of that Chirche, is the place where Moyfes 
faughe oure Lord God in a brenpypge BulTche. 
And whanne the Monkes entren in to that 
place, thei don of bothe Holen and Schoon 
or Botes alweys; becaufe that oure Lord feyde 
to Moyfes , Tio of thi.n Ho fen and thi Schon: 
for the place that thou ftondeft on , is Lond 
holy and blejfed\ And the Monkes clepeo that 
place Bezeleelf that is to feyne, the Scha- 
dcw of God. And belyde the highe Awtiere, 
^degrees of heighte, is the c Fertr? of Ala* 
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baftre, where the Bones of Seynte Kateryne 
jyzn. And the Prelate of the Monkes Ichew- 
eche the Relykes to the Pilgrymes. And with 
an Inftrument of Sy lver, he frotethe the Bones j 
and thanne ther gothe out a lytylle Oyle, as 
thoughe it were a maner Iwetynge, that is 
noutherlyche to Oyle ne to Bawme; but it is 
fulle fwete of finelle: And pf that thei zeven a 
litylle to the Pilgrymes; for there gothe out 
but litylle quantitee of the Likour. And af- 
tre that thei fchewen the Heed of Seynte Ka r 
teryne, and the Clothe that fche was wrapped 
ipne, that is zit alle blody. And in that lame 
Clothe lo y wrapped, the Aungeles beren hire 
Body to the Mount Synay , and there thei bu- 
ryed hire with it. And thanne thei fchewen 
the BulTche, th^t brenned and walled nought, 
in the whiche oure Lord Ipak to Afoyjes, and 
othere Relikes y nowe. Alfo whan the Pre¬ 
late of the Abbeye is ded, I have undirllonden, 
be informacioun, that his Lampe quenchethe. 
And whan thei chefcn another Prelate, zif he 
be a gode Man and worth i to be Prelate, his 
Lampe fchal lighte, with the Grace of God, 
withouten touchinge of ony Man. For eve¬ 
ry che of hem hathe a Lampe be him felf. And 
be here Lampes, thei knowen wel whan ony 
pf hem fchalle dye, Fpr whan ony fchalLo 
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dye, the Lyghte begynnethe to chaunge and 
to wexe dym. And zif he be cholen to ben 
Prelate, and is not worthi, is Lampe quench* 
ethe anon. And other Men han told me, that 
he that fyngethe the Mafle for the Prelate that 
is ded, he ichalle fynde upon the Awtier the 
Name writen, of him that fchalle he Prelate 
cholen. And fo upon a Day I asked of the 
Monkes, bothe on and other, how this befelle. 
But thei wolde not telle me no thing, m to 
the tyme that I feyde, that thei fcholde not 
hyde the Grace, that God did hem; but that 
thei fcholde publiflche it, to make the Peple 
to have the more Devocioun ; and that thei 
diden fynne, to hide Goddis Myracle, as me 
iemed. For the Myracles, that God hathe don, 
and zit dothe every Day, ben the Wytnefle 
of his Myghte and of his Merveylles; as "Da¬ 
vid fey the in the *Pfault ere ; Mirabtlia Tefti- 
monia tua , c Domine: that is to leyn; Lord., 
thi Merveyles ben thi Wytnejfe. And thanne 
thei tolde me, bothe on and other, how it 
befelle fitile many a tyme: but more, I myghte 
not have of hem. In that Abbeye, ne en- 
trethe not no Flye ne Todes ne Ewtes, ne 
fuche foule venymoufe Bedes, ne Lyzs ne 
Flees, be the Myracle of God and of oure 
JUdy. For there were wont to ben many fi»ch.e 
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naanere of Filthes, that theMonfees wcrein in 
wille to Ieve the Place and the Abbeye, and 
weren gon fro thens, upon the Mountayne 
aboven, for to efchewe that Place. And 
cure Lady cam to hem, and bad hem tonrnen 
azen: And fro this forewardes, nevere en- 
tred fuebe Filthe in that Place amonges hem, 
ne nevere fchalle entre here aftre. AMb be¬ 
fore the Zate, is the Welle, where Moyfes 
fmot the Ston, of the whiche the Watre cant 
out plenteoufly. 

Fro that Abbeye Men gon up the Moun- 
tayne of Moyfes., be many degrees: and there 
Men fy nden firft a Chirche of core Lady, where 
that fche mette the Monkes, whan thei fled- 
den awey for the Yermyn abovefeyd. And 
more highe upon that Moontayne, is the 
Chapelle of Helye the Prophete. And that 
Place thei clepen Oreb, where of Holy Writt 
ipekethe. Et ambulav'tt in fort it udine Cibi 
illius, ufq-, ad Mont era Oreb: that is to fey ne; 
And be wente in Strengths of that Mete, 
unto the Hille of God, Oreb. And there 
nyghe, is the Vyne that Scynt Jehne the E- 
vaungelift planted, that Men clepen Reifens, 
St aphis. And a lytille aboven, is the Cha¬ 
pelle of Moyfes, and the Roche v/htte Moyfes 
fleyhe to, for drede, whan he faughe oure 
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Lord face to face. And in that Roche, is 
prented the forme of his Body: for he fraot 
(o ftrongly and fo harde him felf in that Roche, 
thatalle his Body was dolven with inne,thorghe 
the Myracle of God. And there befyde, is 
the Place, where oure Lord toke to Moyfes 
the io C&mandementes of the Lawe. And 
there is the Cave nndre the Roche, where 
Moyfes duelte, whan he faded 40 Dayes and 
4oNyghtes. And from that Mountayne, Men 
paflen a gret Valeye, for to gon to another 
Mountayne, where feynt Kateryne was bury- 
ed of the Aungeles of oare Lord. And in 
that Valey, is a Chirche of 40 Marty res: and 
there (ingen the Monkes of the Abbeye of¬ 
ten tyme. And that Valey is right cold. And 
aftre Men gon up the Mountayne of feynt 
Kateryne, that is more highe then the Mount 
of Moyfes. And there, where feynt Kateryne 
was buryed, is nouther Chirche ne Chapelle, 
ne other duellynge place: But there is an beep 
of Stones aboute the place, where the Body of 
hire was put of the Angles. There was wont 
to ben a Chapelle: but it was caflen downe, 
and zit lyggen the Stones there. And alle be 
it that the Colled: of Seynte Kateryne feye, 
that it is the Place, where oure Lord be- 
taughten the Ten Comandementes^ to Mqy-i 

fes % 










Sir John Maundevile, Kt. 77 

fis, and there where theblefled Virgyne fcynte 
Kateryne was buryed; that is to undreftonde, 
in o Contree, or in o Place berynge o Name. 
For bothe that on and that othre is clept the 
Mount of Synay. But there is a gret weye 
from that on to that othre, and a gret deep 
Valeye betwene hem. 

®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®&®®@ 

Chap. VI. 

Of the Defert betwene the Chirche of 
Seynte Kateryne and Jerufalem. Of 
the drie Tre ; and how Rofes cam 
firft in the World. 

N OW aftre that Men han vifited tho'ho¬ 
ly Places, thanne will thei turnen to¬ 
ward JeruJalem. And than wil thei take leve 
of the Monkes, and recommenden hem to 
here Preyeres. And than thei zeven the Pil- 
grimes of hereVitaylle, for to pafle with, the 
Defertes, toward Surrye. And tho’ Defertes 
duren wel a 13 Journeyes. In that Defert 
duellynmanye ofArrabyenes, that Men clepen 
Bedoynes and Afcopardes. And thei benfolke 
fulle of alle evylle CondiciouQS. And thei 

have 


Digitized by kjOOQle 


7 8 The Vo'tage and Travaile of 

havenone Hoafes, but Tentcs, that tbeiaaaken 
of Skynncs of Bedes, as of Camay Hes and of 
©there Bedes, that thei eten : and there be- 
aethe tbei coucben hem and duehen, in Place, 
where thei may fynden Watre, as on the 
Rede See or elles where. For in that Defert 
is fulle gret defaute of Watre: and often time 
it fallethe, that where Men fynden Watre at 
o tyme in a Place, it f&ylethe another tyme. 
And for that skylle, thei make none Habita* 
ciouns there. Theife folk, that I fpeke of, thei 
tylen not the Lond, ne thei Jaboure noughte: 
for thei eten no Bred, but zif it be ony, that 
dwellen nyghe a gode Toun, that gon thidre 
and eten Bred fom tyme. And thei rolten 
here Flefche and here Fifche, upon the hote 
Stones azenft the Sonne. And thei ben ftronge 
Men and wel fyghtyoge. And there is fo 
roecbe mtdtytude of chat fqlk, that thei ben 
withouten nombre. And thei ne recchen of 
nothing, ne don not, but chacen aftre Bedes, 
to eten hem. And thei recchen no thing of 
here Lif: and therfore thei dowten not the 
Sowdau, ne non othre Prince; but thei.dar 
wel werre with hem, zif thei don ony thing 
that is grevance to hem. And thei ban often 
tyme Werre with the Soudan; and namely, 
that tyme that I was with him. And thei 
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beren but o Scheld and o Spere, with oaten 
other Armes. And thei wrappen here Hedes 
and here Necke,' with a gret quantytee of 
white lynnen Clothe. And thei ben righte 
felonoufe and foule, and of curfed kynde. 

And whan Men patten this Dcfert, in 
comynge toward Jerufalem^ thei cornea to • 
Berfkbee , that was wont to ben a fnlle feu: 
Town and a dely table* ofCrifteneMcn: And 
zit there ben famine of here Chtrches. In that 
Toun dwelled Abraham the Patriark, a longe 
tynae. That Toun Berfabte, founded Ber- 
fabee the Wif of Sire Vrjie, the Knyghte; on 
the whiche, Kyng 5 David gatt Sakmm the 
wyfe; that was Kyng afore T)*v'td, “upon 
the 11 Kywedes of Jtrufolem, and regned 40 
Zeer. And fro rheas gon Men to the Cytee 
of Ebron, that is the montance of * 1 gode 
Myle. And it was dept fomtyme the Vale 
of Mambree , and ftuntyme it was dept the 
Vale of TVr^becauie t box. Adam wepte there, 
an 100 Zeer, for the dethe of Abe lie hisSone, 
that Cayn flowghe. Ebron was wont to ben 
the princypalle Cytee of Philtftyenes: and 
there duelleden fomtyme the Geauntz. And 
that Cytee was alfo SacerdotaUe, that is to 
fcyne, ieyntuarie, of tbeTriheof^a^.- And 

0 S»ter. * The reft of the Englijb MSS. Juve it 12. 
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itwasio fire, that Men refceyved there alle rna- 
nereof Fugityfes of other places, for here evyl 
Dedis. In Ebron, JoJue , Calephe , and here 
Companye comen firft to afpyen, how thei 
myghte wynnen the Lond of Behefte. In 
Ebron regned firft Kyng 'David 7 Zeer and 
an half: And in Jerufalem, he regnede 3 3 
Zeer and an half. And in Ebron ben alle the 
Sepultures of the Patriarkes; Adam , Abra¬ 
ham, Tfaac, and of Jacob ; andofhereWyfes, 
Eve , Sarre , and Rebekke , and of Lya: the 
whiche Sepultures the Sarazines kepen fulle 
curyoufly, and han the place in gret reverence, 
for the holy Fadres, the Patriarkes, that lyzh 
there. And thei iufire no Criftene man entre 
in to that Place, but zif it be of Ipecyalle 
grace of the Soudan. For thei holden Criftene 
men and Jewes, as Dogges. And thei feyn, 
that thei fcholde not entre in to fo holy Place. 
And men depen that Place, where they lyzn, 
Double Spelunke, or double Cave or double 
Dyche; for als meche as that on lyethe above 
that other. And the' Sarazines clepen that 
Place in here Langage, y Karicarba ; that is 
to leyne, the Place of Patriarkes. And the 
Jewes clepen that Place, Arbothe. And in 
that fame Place, was Abrahames Hous: and 
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there he fatt add faughe 3 Perfones, and wor- 
fcbipte but on; as Holy Writt feythe, Tree 
v'tdit & unit adoravit: that is to feyne, He 
faughe 3, and worfchiped on; and of tho fame 
refceyved Abraham the Aungeles in to his 
Hous. And righte fade by that Place, is a 
Cave in the Roche, where Adam and Eve 
duelleden, whan thei weren putt out of *Para- 
dyfe\ and there goten thei here Children. 
And in that fame Place was Adam formed and 
made; aftre that that lum men feyn. For 
Men werein wont for to clepe that Place, the 
Feld of Damafie ; becaufe that it was in the 
Lordfchipe of ’Damask. And fro thens was 
he tranllated in to Taradys of Delytes, as 
thei feyn: and aftre that he was dryven out 
of *Paradys, he was there left. And the fame 
Day that he was putt in Taradys , the lame 
Day he was put outt: for anon he fynned. 
There begynnethe the Vale of Ebron t that 
durethe nyghe t ojerufalem. There the Aun- 
gellc commaunded Adam , that he fcholde 
duelle with his Wyf Eve: of the whiche he 
gatt Set he ; of whiche Tribe, that is to feye, 
Kynrede, Jefu CriJI was born. In that Va- 
leye is a Feld, where men drawen out of the 
Erthe a thing, that men depen Cambylle: and 
thei ete it in ftede of Spice, and thei bere it to 
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felle. And Men may not make the hole ntf 
the Cave, where it is taken out of the Erthe, 
io depe ne fo wyde, but that it is, at the 
Zeres ende, fulle azen up to the fydes, thorgh 
the Grace of God. 

And x Myle from Ebron is the Grave of 
Lothe , that was Abrahames Brother. And a 
lytille fro Ebron , is the Mount of Mambre , 
of the whiche the Valeye takethe his Name. 
And there is a Tree of Oke, that the Sara- 
zines depen * Dirfe, that is of Abrahames 
tyme, the whiche Men clepen the drye Tree. 
And thei feye, that it hathe ben there, fithe 
the beginnynge of the World; and was fum- 
tyme grene, and bare Leves, unto the tyme 
that oureLord dyede on the Cros; and thanne 
it dryede; and io dyden alle the Trees, that 
weren thanne in the World. And fumme 
feyn, be here Prophecyes, that a Lord, a 
Prynce of the Weft iyde of the World lhalle 
wynnentheLond of Promyflioun, that is the 
Holy Lond, withe helpe of Criftene Men; 
and he fchalle do fynge a Mafle undir that drye 
Tree, and than the Tree fchalle wexen grene 
and bere bothe Fruyt and Leves. And thorghe 
that Myracle manye Saraxines and Jewes 
lchulle ben turned to Criftene Fey the. And 

1 Drif. L. 
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therfbre thei don gretWorfchipe thereto, and 
kepcn it fulle belyly. And alle be it lo, that 
it be drye, natheles zit he berethe gret vertoe: 
for certeynly he that hathe a litille there of 
Upon him,ithelethchimof the felly nge Evylle; 
and his Hors ichaUe not ben a foundred: and 
manye othere Vertues it hathe: where fore 
Men holden it fulle precyous. 

From Ebron , Men gon to Bethelem , in 
half a day : for it is but 5 Myle; and it is 
fulle fay re Weye, be Pleynes and Wodes fulle 
deletable. Betheleem is a litylie Cytee, long 
and narwe and well walled, and in eche fyde 
enclofed with gode DycheS; and it was wont 
to ben cleped Ejftata ; as Holy Wry tt ley the, 
*Ecce audivimus eutn in Ejfrata: that is to 
feye, Lo, wet herde him in Ejfrata . And 
toward the Ell ende of the Cytee, -is a fulle 
fair Chirche and a gracyoufe; and it hathe 
many Toures, Pynacles and Corneres, fulle 
ftronge aud curionfly made: and with in that 
Chirche ben 44 Pyleres of Marble, grete and 
fairc. Andbetwene the Cytee and the Chirche, 
is the Felde Floridut ; that is to leyne, the 
Feld florifcbed: For als moche as a fayre 
Mayden was blamed with wrong, and Iclaun- 
drcd, that fche hadde don Fornycacioun; for 
• Pftlm czzxii. 6. 
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whiche caufe fche was demed to the Dethe» 
and to be brent in that place, to the whiche 
fche was ladd. And as the Fyre began to 
brenne aboute hire, fche made hire Preyeres 
to oure Lord, that als widely as fche was noe 
gylty of that Synne, that he wold helpe hire, 
and make it to be knowen to alle men, of his 
mercyfulle grace. And whan fche hadde thus 
feyd, fche entred in to the Fuyer; and anon 
was the Fuyr quenched and oute: and the 
Brondes, that weren brennynge, becomenrede 
Roleres; and the Brondes, that weren not 
kyndled, becomen white Roferes, fulle of 
Roles. And theife weren the firft Roferes 
and Roles, bothe white and rede, that evere 
ony Man faughe. And thus was this Mayden 
faved be the Grace of God. And therfore is 
that Feld dept the Feld of God floryllcht: 
for it was fulle of Rofes. Alfo belyde the 
Queer of the Chirche, at the right lyde, as 
men comen dounward 1 6 Greces, is the place 
where oure Lord was born, that is fulle well 
dyghte of Marble, and fulle richely peynted 
with Gold, Sylver, Azure aud other Coloures. 
And 3 Paas belyde, is the Crybbe of the Ox 
and the AlTe. And befyde that, is the place 
where theSterre felle, that ladde the 3 Kynges, 
Jafpary Melchior and Balthazar: but Men 
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of Grece depen hem thus, Galgalathe , Mai - 
galathe and Saraphie: and the Jewes clepeii 
in this manere, in Ebrew , Appelius, Amer- 
rius and e Damafus . Theife 3 Kynges oflfreden 
to oure Lord, Gold, Enfence and Myrre: and 
theimetten to gedre, thorgheMyracle of God: 
for thei metten to gedre in a Cytee in Tnde, 
that Men depen Cajfak, that is 53 Journeyes 
fro Betheleem: and thei weren at Betbeleem 
the 13 Day. And that was the 4 Day, aftre 
that thei hadden feyn the Sterre, whan thei 
metten in that Cytee: and thus thei weren in 
9 Dayes, fro that Cytee at Betheleem ; and 
that was gret Myracle. Alfo undre the Cloy- 
ftre of theChirche, be 18 Degrees, at the righte 
fyde, is theCharnelle of the Innocentes, where 
here Bones lyzn. And before the place where 
oure Lord was born, is the Tombe of Seynt 
Jerome , that was a Preeft and a Cardynalle, 
that tranflatede the Bible and the Bfault ere 
from Ebrew in to Latyn: and witheoute the 
Mynftre, is the Chayere that he fatt in, whan 
he tranflated it. Apdfafte be fyde thatChirclje, 
a 60 Fedme, is a Chirche of Seynt Nicholas y 
where oure Lady reded hire, aftre fche was 
lyghted of oure Lord. And for as meche as 
lche had to meche Mylk in hire Pappes, jthat 
greved hire, fche mylkcd hem on the rede 
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Scones of Marble; fo that the traces may zrt 
be lene in the Stones alie whyte. And zee 
fchulle undreftonde, that alle that duellen in 
Betheleem ben Criftene Men. And there ben 
fayre Vynes •aboute the Cytee, and gret plen- 
tee of Wyn, b that the Criftene Men han doq 
let make. But the Sarazines ne tylen not 
no Vynes, ne thei drynken no Wyn. For 
here Bokes of here Lawe, that Makomete be- 
tokehem,whicbe thei clepen here Alkaron y and 
feme depen it Mefaphe ; and in another Lan- 
gage it is cleped Harme ; and the feme Boke 
forbedethe hem to drinke Wyn. For in that 
Boke, Machomete curfedalletho, that drynken 
Wyn, and alle hem that fellen it. For lum 
men feye, that he floughe ones an Heremyte 
in his Dronkenefle,, that he loved ful wel: 
and therefore he curfed Wyn, and hem that 
drynken it. But his Curs be turned in to his 
owne Hed ; as Holy Wrytt feythe; Et in 
’verticetn ipfius y tniquitas ejus defcendet: 
that is for to feye, His Wykkednejfe fihalle 
tnrne and falle in his owne Heed. And aHo 
the Sarazines b bryngen forthe no Pigges, 
nor thei eten no Swynes Fleflche: for thei 
feye, it is brother to Man, and it was forboden 
be the olde Lawe: and thei holden hem aHe 

b Operation Crijiianoru, L. c Nutriunt, L. 
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accurfed, that eten thereof. Alio in theLond 
of Taleftyne and in the Lond of Egypt, thei 
eten but lytille or non of Fleflche of Veel or 
of Beef; but he be fo old, that he may no 
more travayle for elde; for it is forbode: and 
for becaufe thei have but fewe of hem, ther- 
fore thei qorifTchen hem, for to ere here 
Londes. In this Cytee of Betheleem, was 
David the Kyng born: and he hadde 60 
Wyfes; and the firfte Wyf hihte Michol: 
and alio be hadde 300 Lemannes. 

And fro Betheleem unto Jerufalem, nys 
but x Myle. And in the Weye to JeruJa- 
lem, half a Myle fro Betheleem, is aChirche, 
where the Aungel feyde to the Scheppardes, 
of the Birthe of Crift. And in that Weye is 
the Tombe of Rachelle, that was Jofephes 
Modre, the Patriarke : and fche dyede anon, 
aftre that fche was delyvered of hire Sone 
Beniamyn ; and there fche was buryed of Ja- 
fob hire Husbonde: and he leec fetten iz 
grete Stones on here, in tokene that fche had 
bom 4 iz Children. In the fame Weye, half 
Myle fro Jerufalem, appered the Sterre to 
the 3 Kynges. In that Weye alio ben manye 

<* Rtchtl had bat two Children, Jofipb and Btnj*mm: 
but by them, (be bad u Grand-children. Qtn. xlvi. 20, 
21 , 22 . " 
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Caches of CrifteoeMen, be the whicheMen 
got. towardes the Cytee of Jerufalem. 


c A P. VII. 

Of the Pilgrimages in Jerufalem, and 
of the Holy Places thereaboute. 


A F J? R /° r tof P eke of Jerufalem, the 
• 9° ^ C y fee ’ zee fchulle undirftonde, 
that it ftont fuile faire betwene HiJies: and 
there ben no Ryveres ne Welles; but Watre 

rTu C ^Condyle fr6 Ebron. And zee 
fchulle undirftonde, that Jerufalem of olde 
tyme, unto the tyme of Melchifedeche, was 
cleped Jebus ; and aftre it was dept Salem 
unto the tyme of Kyng ‘David, that putte 
theife a Names to gidere, and cleped it Jebu- 
Jdlem ; and aftre that, Kyng Salomon cleped 
it Jerofolomye: and aftre that, Men cleped it 
Jerufalem ; and fo it is cleped zit. And a- 
boute Jerufalem,, is theKyngdom of Surry e: 
and there befyde is the Lond of ‘Paleftyne 
and befyde it, i sAfcolone: and befyde that, 
IS the Lond of Maritaine. But Jerufalem is 
m the Lond of Judee ; and it is dept Judf y 
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for that Judas Macbabeus was Kyng of that 
Contree; and it e marchethe Eftward to the. 
Kyngdom of Arabye ; on the fouthe fyde, to 
the Lond of Egipt ; and on the Weft fyde, 
to the grete See; on the Northe fyde, toward 
the Kyngdom of Surrye , and to the See of 
Cypre. In Jerufalem was wont to be a Pa- 
triark, and Erchebyfshoppes and Bilshoppes 
abonten in the Contree. Abouten Jerufalem 
ben theife Cytees: Ebron , at 7 Myle ; Je- 
rico, at 6 Myle; Berfabee , at 8 Myle; Af- 
calon , at 17 Myle; Jaff at 16Myle; Ra- 
matha, at 3 Myle ; and Betbeleem, at 2 Myle. 
And a 2, Myle from Betbeleem, toward the 
Sowthe, is the Chircbe of Seynt { Karitot 9 
that was Abbot there; for whom thei maden 
meche Doel amonges the Monkes, whan he 
foholde dye; and zit thei ben in moomynge, 
in the wife that thei maden here Lamentaci- 
oun for him the firfte tyme: and it is folle gret 
py tee to beholde. 

. This Contree and Lond of Jerufalem bathe 
ben in many dyverleNacipunesHondes: and 
often therforehathe the Contree fufired meche 
Tribnlacioun, for the Synne of the Poeple, 
fbat duellen there. For that Contree hathe 

« Ctmfinis eft . 
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ben in the Hondes of alle Nacyouns: that is 
to feyne, of Jevoes , of Cbananees , Affiryr 
ones ., Terfes, Medoynes , Macedoynes , of 
Grekes, Romaynes , of Crijiene Men, of Sa- 
razines, Borbaryenes t Turkes, Tartaryenes % 
and of manye othere dyvcrfe Nacyouns. For 
God wole not y that it be longe in the Hondes 
of Traytoures ne of Synnercs, be thei Criftenc 
or othere. And now have the Hethene Men 
holden that Lond in here Hondes 40 Zeere and 
more: but tbei fchull not holde it longe, zif 
God wole. 

And zee fcbulie undirftond, that whan Men 
comen to Jerufalem , here firft Pilgrymage is 
to the Chirche of the Holy Sepulcre, where 
cure Lord was buryed, that is with oute the 
Cytee) on the Northc fyde: but it is now en¬ 
closed in, with the Toun Walle. And there 
is a fulle fayr Chirche, alle rownd, and open 
above, l and covered with Leed. And on the 
Weftfyde is a fair Tour and an highe, for Belles, 
fbongly made. And in the myddes of the 
Chirche, is a Tabernacle, as it were a lytylle 
Hows, made with a low Utylle Dove : and 
that Tabernacle is made in manere of half a 
Compaq zighte curioufely and richely made, 
of Gold and Azure and othere riche Coloured 

I Gm m rircwtn tUriiur Plumb*. L. 
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folic nobeiyche made. And in the righte lydo 
of that Tabernacle, is the Sepulcre of ouro 
Lord. And the Tabernacle is 8 fote long, 
and 5 fote wyde, and 11 fote in heighte. And 
it is not longe fithen the Sepulcre was alle 
open, that Men myghte kifle it and touche it. 
But for Pilgrymes, that comen thidre, peyn- 
ed hem to breke the Ston in peces or in poo- 
dr c, therfore the Soudan hathe do make a 
Walle aboote the Sepulcre, that no man may 
towche it. But in the left fyde of the Walle 
of the Tabernacle, is well the heights of a 
man, a gret Ston to the quanty tee of a mannes 
Hed, that was of the Holy Sepulcre: and that 
Ston kiffen the Pilgrymes, that comen thidrc. 
In that Tabernacle ben no Wyndowes: but it 
is alle made lighre with Lampes, that banged 
before the Sepulcre. And there is a Lampe* 
that hongethe before the Sepulcre, that bren- 
nethe lighte : and on the G«de Fryday, it 
gothe out be him felf; and lyghcith azeo be 
him felf at that Oure, that otne Lord root 
fro Dethe to lyve. Alfo within the Chirchc, 
at the righte fyde, befyde the Queer of the 
Chirchc, is the Mount of Cefaarye, where 
oure Lord was don on the Cros: and it is a 
Roche of white Colour, and a lyttUe medled 
with red: And the Cros was let in a Morteys, 
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In the fame Roche: and on that Roche drop* 
ped the Woundes of our Lord, whan he was 
payned on the Crofle; and that is cleped 
Golgotha. And men gon up to that Golgo¬ 
tha, be Degrees: and in the place of that Mor- 
teys, was Adames Hed founden, aftre Noes 
flode; in tokene that the Synnes of Adam 
h Icholde ben boughte in that lame place. And 
upon that Roche made Abraham Sacrifice to 
oure Lord. And there is an Awtere: and be¬ 
fore that Awtere, lyzn Godefray de Boleyne 
and Bawdewyn and ©there Criftene Kynges- 
of Jervfalem. And there nyghe, where oure 
Lord was crucyfied, is this writen in Grew: 

O ©ice B cwihtvf tipav w^o cuuvan dgyaa-djo <ru- 

Ttiyiitv cr pi<rm rijs yiif : that is to feyne, in La- 
tyn; T)eus Rex nofter ante Secula oferatus 
eft Salutem, in medio Terra: that is to feye; 
God onre Kyng, before the Worldes, hathe 
wroughte Hele in myddis of the Erthe. And 
alfo on that Roche, where the Cros was fetr, 
is writen with in the Roche theife Wordes; 
''O aietf, i<T< |Qdrif t tjg 'aristas «A»)f t 5 xorfW tut*' 
that is to feyne, in Latyn ; Quod vides,' eft 
fundamentu totius Fidei hujus Mundi: that 
is to feye; That thou feeft, is ground of alic 
the Fey the of this World. And zee fehulle 

Redimenda iffent. L. 
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uodirftonde, that whan oure Lord was don 
upon theCros, he was 3 3 zere and 3 Monethes 
of elde. And die Prophecy e of 1 ‘David fey the 
thus; Quadraginta annis k fro$mus fui ge¬ 
nerations huic : that is to feye; Fourty zeer 
was I neighebore to this Kynrede. And thus 
fcholde it feme, that the Prophecyes ne were 
not trewe: but thei ben bothe trewc: for in 
old tyme, men maden aZeer of ioMonethes; 
of the whiche, Marche was the firfte, and 
*Decembre was the lafte. But Goyas, that was 
Emperour of Rome, putten theife x Monethes 
thereto, Janyver and Feverer ; and ordeyn- 
ed the Zeer of 11 Monethes; that is to feye, 
365- Dayes, with oute Lepe Zeer, aftre the 
propre cours of the Sonne. And therfore, af¬ 
tre cowntynge of 10 Monethes of the Zeer, 
he dyede in the 40 Zeer; as the Prophetc 
feyde: and aftre the Zeer of ix Monethes, 
he was of age 3 3 Zeer and 3 Monethes. Alfo 
with in the Mount of Calvarie , on the right 
fide, is an Awtere, where the Piler lyzthe, 
that oure Lord JeJu was bounden to, whan 
he was fconrged. And there befyde, ben 4 
Pileres of Ston, that alle weys droppen Wa- 
tre: and lum men feyn, that thei wepen for 
our Lordes Dethe. And nyghe that Awder, 

1 Pfalm xcy. 10. k The rulgar Lada has it, vfftnfiufi*. 
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is a place oiidre Ertfae, 4a Degrees of depnefTcj 
where the Holy Croys was fouaden, be the* 
Wytt of Seynte EIyne> undir a Roche, where 
the Jewes had hidde it. And that was the 
verray Croys allayed: for thei fouaden 3 
Crofles; on of oure Lord, and x of the x 
Theves: and Seynte Elyne preved hem on a 
ded Body, that aros from Dethe to lyve, whan 
that it was leyd on it, that oure Lord dyed 
on. And there by in the Walle, is the place 
Where the 4 Nayles of oure Lord weren hidd s 
for he had x in his Hondes, and x in hisFeet: 
and of on of theife, the Emperour of Cofian- 
tynoble made a Brydille to his Hors, to here 
him in fiatayile; and thoighe vertue there of, 
he ovexcam his Enemyes, and wan alle the 
Loud of AJye the lefle; that is to feye, Tur- 
kye, Ermonye the lafle and the more; and 
from Smrye to Jerufalem> from Arabye 
to 'Perfie , from Mefipotayme to the Kyng- 
dom of HdUapptey from Egypt the highe and 
the lowe, and all the othere Kyagdomes, un¬ 
to die Dope of Ethiope, and into Tnde the 
lefle, that then was Criftene. And there were 
in that tyme many gode Holy Men and Holy 
Heremytes; of whom the Book of Fadres 
Lyfes ipeketbe: and thei ben now in Vay- 
nemos and Saraxines Honds. r Bat whan God 
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allemyghty wole, righte als theLondes Weren 
loft thorghe Synnc of Criftcne Men, fo fchulle 
thei ben wonnen azen be Crifteri Men, thorghe 
help of God. And in myddes of that Chirche, 
is a Compas, in the whiche Jo/eph of Ara- 
mathie leyde the Body of oure Lord, whan 
he had taken him down of the Croys: and 
there he waftched the Woundes of oure Lord : 
and that Compas, feye men, is the myddes of 
the World. And in the Chirche of the Sepal*- 
chre, on the Northe fyde, is the place where 
oure Lord was pat in Prefoun; (for be wasin 
Prefonn in many places) and there is a partye 
of the Cheyne, that he was bonnden withe 
and there he appered fttft to Marie Magda- 
leyne , whan he wasfyfen; and fohe wendc^ 
that he had ben a Gardener, la die Chirche 
of Seynt Sepulchre, was wont to ben Cha- 
nouns of the ordre of feynt Amguflyn , and 
hadden a Priour: but the Patriark was here 
Sovereygne. And withe onte the Dores of 
the Chirche, on the right fyde, as men gon 
upward 18 Greces, feyde oure Lord to his 
Moder; Mulier y ecce filius tuus : that is to 
ieye; Woman, la thi Sone. And aftre that, 
he ieyde to John his Difoiple; Ecce mater 
ttta : that isto ieyne; Lo, behold thi Modir: 
And theife wordes he feyde on the Cros. 
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And on theife Grcccs wente oure Lord, whan 
he bare the CrofTe on his Schuldir. And un- 
dir this Grees is a Chapelle; and in that 
ChapeUe fyngen Preftes, Tndyenes ; that is 
to feye, Preftes of Tnde ; noght aftir oure 
Lawe, but aftir here: and alle wey thei mak en 
here Sacrement of the Awtier, feyenge, Tti¬ 
ter nofier, and othere Preyeres there with: 
with the which Preyeres, thei feye the Wordes, 
that the Sacrement is made of. For thei ne 
Jknowe not the Addiciouns* that many Popes 
han made: but thei fyoge with gode Devoci- 
oun. And there nere, is the place, where 
that oure Lord reded him, whan he was we> 
ry, for berynge of the Cros. And zeelchulle 
undirftonde, that befofb the Chirche of the 
Sepulcre, is the Cy tee more feble than in ony 
othere parties for the grete playn, that is be- 
twene the Chirche and the Citee. And to¬ 
ward the Eft lyde, with oute the Walles of 
the Cytee, is the Vale of Jofaf bathe , that 
touchethe to the Walles, as thoughe it were a 
large Dyche. And anen that Vale ofJoJapbathe, 
out of the Cytee, is the Chirche of feynt Ste- 
vene, where he wasftoned toDethe. And there 
befide, is the gildene Zate, that may not ben 
opened; be the whiche Zate, oure Lord en- 
trede onTalmefonday., upon anAffe; and the 

Zate 


Digitized by 


Google 



i/V John Mati&devile, Kt. 

Zate opened azenft him, whan he wolde go 
rtnto the Temple: And zit apperen the Stepped 
of the Aftes feet, in 3 places of the Degrees, 
that ben of fulle hardeStoo. And before the 
Chirche of leynt Sepulcre, toward the Soothe; 
a zoo Paas, is the gret Holpitalle of Seynt 
John: of the whiche the Holpitleres hadde 
here foundacioun. And with inne the Palays 
of the Seke Men of that Holpitalle; bed 114 
Pileres of Ston : and in the Walles of the 
Hows, with oute the nombre abovefeyd, 
there ben, ^ Pileres, that beren up the Ho ws. 
And fro that Holpitalle, to go toward the Eft, 
is a fhlle fayr Chirche, that is clept Noftre 
Dame la Ground. And than is there anothef 
Chirche right nyghe,that is clept No fireD ami 
de Latyne. And there weren Marie Cleofhee 
and Marie Magdaleyne, and teren here Hecr, 
Whan onre Lord was peyned in the Cros. 
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Cap. VM 

Of the Temple of oure Lord. Of the 
Crueltee of fiyng Heroud. 0 / th$ 
Mount 5 yop. (Jf profci^ifa Pjfcifla. 
of kUtatorium Siloe. 

A ND fro the Chirche of the Sepulcre, 
toward the Eft, at 160 Paas, is Tern- 
plum * 'Domini . It is right a fcir Hows, and it 
is alle rqund, and highe, and covered with 
Leed, and it is well paved with white Mar¬ 
ble: but the Sarazine wole not fuffre no Cri- 
ftene man ne fewes to come there in ; for 
thei feyn, that none fb foule fynfuHe men 
Icholde not come in fe holy place: but I cam 
in there, and in otherc places, where I wolde; 
for I hadde Lettres of the Soudan, with his 
grete Seel; and comounly other Men han but 
his Signett. In the whiche Lettres he comand- 
ed, of his Ipecyalle grace, to alle his Subget- 
tes, to lete me fcei^ alle the places, and to 
enforme me pleynly alle the Myfteries of eve¬ 
ry place, and to condyte me fro Cytee to 
Cytee, zif it were nede, and buxomly to re- 
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fceyve flie and my Companye, and for to 
obeye to alTe my reqifeftes refonable, zif thei 
weren not gretly azen the Royalle power and 
dig nytee of the Soudan or of his Lawe. And 
to othere, that asken him grace, fuche as han 
fcrved him, he ne zevethe nbt but his Signet; 
the whiche thei make to be born before hem* 
hangynge on a Spere t and the folk of the 
Contree don gret worfehipe and reverence to 
his Signett' or his Seel, and knelen there to* 
as lowly as wee don. to Corf us‘Domini. And 
zit men don fulle grettere reverence to his 
Lettrefc. For theAdmyralle and alle othere 
lordes, that thei ben fchewed to, before or 
thei refceyve hem, thei knelen doun, and than 
thei take hem* and putttn hem on here Hedes, 
rind aftre thei kifTen hem, and than thei reden 
hem, knelynge with gret reverence, and than 
thei offten hem to do alle, that the berere 
askedie. Arid in this Temflum Domini , wereq 
iomtynie ChanounsReguleres: and thei had- 
den an Abbot, to whom thei weren obedient. 
And in this Temple was Charlemajyn , whan 
that the Aungelle broughte him the Prepuce 
Of ©tire Lord Jefu Crift, of his Circumcifioun} 
and affre Kyng Charles leet bryngen it to *Pa- 
rys, in to his Chapelle: and aftre that, he 
feet brynge it to Tejteres , and' aftre that to 
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Chartres. And zee fchulle undirftonde, thaf 
this is not the Temple, that Salmon made: 
for that Temple dured not, but noz Zeer. 
for 7ytus, Veftafianes Sone, Emperour of 
Rome-, had leyd fege aboute Jerufalem, for to 
difcomfyte the Jewes : for thei putten oure 
Lord to Dethe, with outen Leve of the Em- 
perour. And whan he hadde wonnen the Cy- 
tce, he brente the Temple and beet it down, 
and alle the Cy tee, and toke the Jewes, and 
dide hem to Dethe, ii ooooo: andtheothere 
he putte in Prefoun, and folde hem to Ser- 
Vage, 30 for o Peny: for thei feyde, thei 
boughte' Jefu f° r 3 ° Penyes: and he made of 
hem bettre cheep, whan he zaf 30 for o Peny. 
And aftre that tyme, Julianas Apojlate , that 
Was Emperour, zaf leve to the Jewes to make 
the Temple of Jerufalem : for he hated Cri- 
rtene Men ; and zit he was criftned, but he 
forfoke his Law, and becarn a Renegate.. And 
whan the Jewes hadden made the Tem¬ 
ple, com an Erthe quakeng, and call it doun 
(as God wolde) and deftroyed alle that thei 
had made. And aftre that, Adryan , that was 
Emperour of Rome , and of the Lynage of 
Troye , made Jerufalem azen, and the Tem¬ 
ple, in the fame manere, as Salomon made it. 
And he wolde not fuffre no Jewes to dwells 
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there, but only Criftene men. For alle thoughe 
it were fo, that hee was not criftned, zet he 
lovede Criftene men, more than ony other 
Nacionn, laf his owne. This Emperour leet 
enclofe the Chirche of leynt Sepulcre, and 
walle it, within the Cytee, that before was 
with oute the Cytee, long tyme befbrn. And 
he wold? have changed the Name of Jeru~ 
Jalem , and have cleped it Elya: but that Name 
lafted not longe. Alfo zee fchulle undirftonde,. 
that the Sarazines don moche reverence to 
that Temple j and thei leyn, that that place 
is right holy. And whan thei gon in, thei 
gon barefote, and knejen many tymes. And 
whanne myFelowes and Ifeyghe that, whao, 
we comen in, wee diden of oure Schoon, and 
camen in barefote, and thoughten that we 
icholden don as moche Worfchipe and Reve>! 
rence there to, as ony of the mysbeleevynge 
men fcholde, afid as gret compun&iouu in 
Herte to have, This Temple is 64 Cubytes 
of wydenefle, and als manye in lengthe; and 
of heighte it is no Cubites: and it is with 
inne, alle aboute, made with Pyleres of Mar*, 
ble: and in the myddel place of the Temple, 
ben manye highe Stages, of 14 Degrees of 
heighte, made with gode Pyleres alle aboute; 
lynd this Place the Jewes callen San ft a San ft0 - 
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rum ; that is to fcye, holy if balewes. Amf 
in that place pomethe no Man, faf ogly here, 
Prelate, that ma.kethe here Sacrifife. And the 
folk ftonden alle abohte, in diverfe Stages, af- 
tjc thei beq of Dignytee or of Wprfchipe; fo 
that thei alle may fee t^e Sacrifice. And >9 
tfiat Tempje ben 4 Entries; and the Zates beq 
of Cyprcfle, wel made and eurioufely dight. 
And wi r h in the Eft Zate, ogre Lotde feydc, 
here is Jerufalew. And in the Nojthfyde of 
that Temple, with in the Zate, there i$ a Welle ; 
but it rennethe noght; of the whiche Holy 
Writt fpekethe, and feytjie, Vidi Aquam e- 
gredientcm de Templo: that is to feyne; 1 
faugh e Wet re come put of the Temple. And 
pn that other fyde of the Temple, there is a 
Roche, that men clepen Moriache : but afire 
it was clept Bethel ; where the Arkc ofGod, 
with Refykes of Jewes , weren wont to ben 
put. That Arke or Hucche, with the Relikes, 
Tytus ledde with hym to Rome, whan he had 
fcomfyted alle the Jewes,. In that Arke weren 
the ioCSmandementes, and o£zfr0»e/Zerde, 
and of Moyfis Zerde, with the whiche he 
made the Rede See depatten, as it had ben a 
Walle, on the righte fyde and on the Ieftfyde, 
whils that the Peple of Ifrael pafledeg the 
See drye foot: And with that Zerde, he 
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firicfot the Roche; and tihe Watte carii out of 
ft: And with that 2 erde, he dide man^d 
Wondres. And there in was a Veflel of Gold, 
ftlle of Manna, and Clothinges and Ourne- 
ments and the Tabernacle of j 4 ar 5 , and a Ta¬ 
bernacle fquare of Go!d ? with n precyous' 
Sfprids, and a Bbyfl: of Jafper grerie, with 4 
figures, and* $ Names of oure Lord, and 7 
Gandelftykes of Gold, and i% Pottesof Gold! 
and 4 Cenferes bf Gold, and" an A Wrier of 
Gold, and4Lyouns of Gold, upon the whichd 
thei bareCherubyn of Gold, ii Spannes long£ 
arid the Cerdle of Swannds of Hevdne, witn 
a Tabernacle of Gold, and a Tabid of Sylver, 
ahdx Trompds of Silver, arid 7 Barly Loves, 
arid alle the othere Kelikes, that weren before 
the BirtHd of Oure Lord JeJti Crift. And’up- 
ori tliat’ RocHe, vizs Jacob flepynge, whan hd 
j^n^hd the Aurigeles gon up and doun, by a 
taddre, aridhe feyd, Vere Loctis ijte fahftus 
efis ® ego ignorabam ': That is to feyne; Fdr- 
jothe ihisptace is'Boh, and I wijie if nought. 
Arid'there aii'Aurigel Heldd Jacob ftille, arid 
turndd HisNairie 1 , and clepdd him IJrael. Arid 
in that' (kind place, < t)a i vid laughe the AuW 
gelle,' that firibt the" folk With a Swerd, and 
put it' up b l Iddy 1 in'the J>dhetHd. Arid in that 
^ame - Roche, was' fdyrit' whan he 
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f efcey vcd ourc Lord in to the Temple. And 
ip this Roche he fette him, whan the Jewel 
Wojde a ftpned him; apd a Sterre cam doun, 
and zaf him light. And upon that Roche* 
prechede oure Lord often tyme to the Peple- 
pnd out of that feyd Temple, oure Lord drof 
Je Byggeres and the Selleres. And upon that 
Roche, pureLord fette him, whan th tjewes, 
wolde have (toned him; and the Roche cleef 
in two, and in that clevynge was oure Lord 
|udd: and there cam doun a Sterre, and zaf 
Xr-ighte and ferved him with claretee: and up¬ 
on that Roche, fatt pure Lady, and lerned 
hire Sawtere: and there our Lord forzaf the 
^6man hire Sinnes, that was founden in A- 
yowtrie ? and there was oure Lord circum- 
pyded; and there the Aungelie fchewede ty 
' dynges to Zacharie, of the Birthe pf Seynt 
Bfiptyft. his Sone, and there offred firft Mei- 
fhifedeche. Bred and Wyn to opre Lord, ip 
tpkpne of theSacrement, that was to coipene; 
apd there fdle ‘David preyeng to oure Lord 
jpd tp the Aupgelie, that fmpt the peple, that 
h? wolde have mercy op him and pn the 
peple; and oure Lord herd? his Prey ere; and 
therefore wolde h? make the Temple in that 
plajx;? bqtour?Lordfprbadehim, he anAun- 
gelle, f 0/ r h? had don Treioun, whan he Jeet 
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l)e Vrie the worthi Koyghr, for to have Ber- 
fakee his Wyf: and therfore alle the purvey¬ 
ance, that he hadde ordeyned to make the 
Temple with, he toke it Salmon his Sone; 
and he made it. And he preyed onre Lord, 
that alle tho that preyeden to him, in that 
place, with gqde Herte, that he wolde heren 
here Preyere and graunten it hem, zif tbei 
asked it rightefullyche: and oure Lord graunt- 
ed it him: and therfore Salmon cleped that 
Temple, the Temple of Confeille and of Help 
of God r And with oute the Zate of that 
Temple, is an Awtiere, where Jewes werein 
wont to offren Dowves and Turtles. And 
hetwene the Temple and that Awtiere, was 
Zachari? llayn. And upon the Pynacle of 
that Temple, was oure Lord brought, for to 
ben tempted of the Enemye, the Feend- And 
on the heighte of that Pynacle, the Jewes 
fetten Seynt Jame, and called him down to 
the Erthe, that firft was BilTchopp of Jeru- 
Jale. And at the entree of that Temple, to¬ 
ward the Veil, is the Zate, that is clept 1 Torta 
jjeciofa. And nyghe befyde that Temple,* 
ppon the tight fyde, is a Chirche covered with 
Leed, that is clept Salmones Scole. And fro 
that Temple, towardes ?fce Sputhe, right nyghe, 
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is the Temple of Salon/on, that is rigfite fair 
and wel polHflcbt. And in that Temple, 
daellen the Knyghtes of the Temple, that 
weren wont to be clept Templeres: and that 
was the fotmdaelomr of here Otdre : fo that 
there, duefleden Knyghtes ; and ih Temflo 
lDmml , ChanOtmsRegnler es. Fro thatTeiri- 
pte toward the Efll, a lao PaaS, iti the Cof- 
nere of theCytee, is thefiathe of onVe Lord: 
and in that Bathe was wont to’ come Watre 
fto Taraty, andzit it dVoppethe. And there 
bcfyde, is our tadyes Bed. And fade 1 By, is 
the Temple of Seynf SynteoH: and with Oute 
the Cloyfter of the Temple; toward the Not the, 
is a> fufle faire Chirchfe of Seynte A**e\ mnd 
tadyesModre: and there wasonte'Lady cori- 
ceyved. And before' that Chifche, is a’ gret 
Tree, that began* to growe the feme riygnt. 
Arid undte 1 that ehitche, iri gdenge douri be 
aar Degrees-, lythe Jonthym> oure tadyes- fa¬ 
der, in a faife Tombe of StOn : and there be- 
fyde, lay fomtyme feynt Anne tiis Wif; Blit 
fbynt Helyne leet tranflafe hire to Cofiantyno- 
$te: And : in thatCHirche iSatPelle; iri mar 
nere of a' Cifteme, tHat is clept, ‘Pfobaticd 
Tifeina, that battle yEntteez. Ihtb that Wellej 
Aungeles wer£ wont to come frotti HbVenc, 
and bathen hem with inne : and what Man 
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that firft bathed him, afire the mevynge of the 
Watre, was made hool, of what mauer Syke- 
lies that he hadde: and there oure Lord heled 
a Man of the Palafye, that lay 38 Zeer: and 
oure Lord feyde to him, TolleGrabatum tuum 
& ambula : that is to feye; Take tbi Bed, 
find &o. And there befyde, was Tylater Hows. 
And fafte by, is Kyng Heroudes Hows, that 
lect He the Innocentes. This Herovde was 
over mpche curled and cruelle: for firft he 
l.eet He his Wif, that he lovede righte wdlej 
and for the paflynge Love, that he hadde to 
hire, whan lie faughe hire ded, he felle in a 
rage, and outc of hisWy tt, agretwhile; and 
fkhen be cam azen to his Wytt; and afire he 
leet He his two Sones, that he hadde of that 
Wyf: and afire that, he leet He another of 
his Wyfes, and a $one, that he hadde with 
hire 1 and afire that, he leet fle his owne Mo 
dre: and he wolde have Hayn his Brother aHo, 
but hedyedefodcynly. And afire he &Ur in- 
taSekndTe, and whaa he fcJte,, that be fchotfc 
dye, he fente afire his SuHxe, and afire sdle 
the Lordesof his. Load;* and whan thei were 
comen, he leet cSmaadehcm to-Prdoua, 
than he feyde to his Suftre, he wiftc wel, that 
men of the Coatree wolde make no- Sorwu 
for hisXfethe; aoditherfove hemadohis Suftre 
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fwerc, tbatfche fcholde letefinyte of allethe 
Heds of the Lordes, whan he were ded; and 
than fcholde alle the Lond make Sorwe for 
his Dethe, and eile nought: and thus he made 
his Teftement. But his Suftre fulfilled not his 
Wille: for als lone as he was ded, lche dely- 
vered alle the Lordes out of Prefoun, and let? 
hem gon, cche Lord to his owne; and tolde 
hem alle the purpos of hire Brothers Ordy- 
nance r and lo was this curfed Kyng never 
made Sorwe for, as he iuppofed for to have 
ben. And zee fchulle undirftonde, that in that 
tyme, there weren 3 Heroudes, of gret Name 
and Loos for here crueltee. This Heroude^ 
of whiche I have fpoken offe, was Heroude 
Afialonite: and he that l?et beheden leynt 
John the Baptifi, was Heroude Antyfa: and 
he that leet fmytc of feynt James hed, was. 
Heroude Agrifpa ; and he putte feynt Teter 
in Prefoun. 

Alfo furthermore, in the Cytee, is the 
Chirche of Seynt Savyour: And there is the’ 
left Arm of John Crifojlom, and the more 
partye of the Hed of feynt Stevene. And 
on that other fyde of the Strete, toward the 
Southe, as Men gon to Mount Syon, is a 
Chirche of feynt James t where he was be- 
heded. And fro that Chirche, a no Paas^ 
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Is the Mount Syon: and there is a faire Chirche 
of ourc Lady, where fchc dwelled ; and there 
fche dyed. And there was wont to ben an 
Abbot of Chanouns Regnleres. And fro thens* 
was fche bom of the Apoftles, unto the Vale 
of Jofapkatbe. And there is the Ston, that 
the Aungelle broughte to oure Lady, fro the 
Mount of Synay ; and it is of that colour* 
that the Roche is of feynt Kateryne. And 
there befyde, istheZate, where thorghe oure 
Ladye wente, whan fche was with Childe, 
Whan fche wente to Betheleem. Alio at the 
entree of the Mount Syon, is a Chapelle; and 
in that Chapelle is the Ston gret and large, 
with the whiche the Sepulcre was covered 
with, whan Jofefbe of Aramathie had put 
Oure Lord thereinne: the whiche Ston the 
3 Maries fawen turnen upward, whan thei 
comen to the Sepulcre, the Day of his Re- 
furrexioun; and there founden an Aungelle, 
that tolde hem of oure Lordes upryfynge from 
Dethe to Ly ve. And there alio is a Scon, in 
a Waller befyde the Zate, of the Pyleer, that 
oure Lord was fcourged ate: And there was 
Annex Hows, that was Bisfhop of the Jewes, 
in that tyme. And there was oure Lord exa- 
myned in the nyght, and fcourged and imy- 
ten and vylently entreted. And in that fame 
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place, feynt Teter fbrfoke core Lord thrie$y 
er the Cok creew. And there is a party of 
the Table, that he made his Soupei onrre, 
whan he made hisMatmdee, with hrsEHfcy- 
ples ; whan he zaf hem his Flefche and his 
Mode, in forme of Bred and Wyn. And un- 
dre that CbapeUe, j* Degree^ is the place, 
where owe Lord' woffehe his Bifriples Feet: 
aadzit is the Veflelle, where the Watre was: 
And there befyde that fame Y effelfe, was frync 
Strvotte buryed. And there is the Awtier, 
where mure Lady herds the Aungdes fynge 
Mefic. And there: appered firft oure Lord ro 
bisDiiopies, aftre htsRefurrexiosn, theZatcs 
cndofed, and feyde to hem; ‘P'axvohrs: that 
j&to feye; e P#e* toZou. And! on char Mount, 
appered CPtft to leynt Thomas the Apoftte, 
and bad him atiaye hfe Woundesr and there > 
beleeved he firft, and feyde, c Domtnus mens 
l&'Dxu&imus : that is to-frye; my Lord!and 
my Cad. to the fame Chirche, befydfc the 
Awoeer, weren alle the Apofteltes on PFJtJbn- 
day whan the' Holy God delcended on hem, 
in lyknefle of Fuyr. And there made oure 
Lord'his Pask, with his Dilciples. And there 
flepte feynt John the Evaungelift, upon the 
Breefte of oure Lord Jejk Crijl, and ftiughe 
flcpynge many hevetrly prcvytecs. 

6 Mount 


Digitized by 


Goo gle 



Sir John Mauadevile, Kt. in 

Mpunt Sy<m is with inue the Cytee; and 
it is a lytille hicro than the other fyde of the 
Cytee: and the Cytee is ftrongere on that 
fyde, than op that other fyde. For at the 
foot of the Mount Synth is a fatre Caftelk 
and a fcong* that the Soudan k*t make. In 
the Mount Sym* weren buryed Kyog David 
and Kyog S<ikm<m± and wjapy othere Kyuges* 
Jitsm of Jerufkkm- And there is the places 
where the Jwves woldenhan eafr up tbebo* 
dy of oqrn Lady, whan the Apoftks hefen 
the Body to. hen buryed, in the V*le of Ji* 
fofhatb*. And there is the Plape, wheift 
Seyyt 55 Vft> wepte fijJJfc tenderly, aftre that 
he hadde forfakeu owe Lord. And a Stowa 
caft fro that ChapeUe, in another CbopeUe* 
Vfhmoure Lord, was, juggecl: fo* thattymea 
was there Qayfhtfe* Hows, Ftotp thftfCiw* 
pelje> to go toward the at 
depe Qave upefee. theRephft. that iftdept cfo 
^alyifie of ougoLond,; where %nt Tetre 
hidefc him, whanpe he badjforfakeu ourc Loud-, 
Um> betwet^ the Meuot ^&^and the Xem- 
pje of Salowm-) is tbejdace* wheip oute Lon) 
reyfed the Maydeu, in hire, padres Hows, 
Vndre the Mount Syoth. toward the Vale of 
Jafaphathe> is, a Welle, that is. dept Ufaar 
ttrimn Sites ; and,there wssoure Lord wafsbeo* 
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afire his Bapteme: Add there made ottre Lord 
the blynde Man to lee. And there was y 
buryed Tfaye the Prophete. Allb ftreghte 
from Nat at one Siloe , is an Ymage of Stony 
and of olde auncyen Werk* that Abfalon leet 
make: and becaufe there of, men clepen it 
the Hond of Abfalon. And fafte by, is zit 
the Tree of Eldre, that Judas henge him (elf 
upon, for delpiyr that he hadde, whan he 
folde and betrayed oure Lord. And there be- 
lyde, was the Synagoge, where the Bysflioppes 
of Jewes and the Pharyfes camen to gidere, 
and helden here Gonfeille. And there cafte 
Judas the 30 Pens before hem, and feyde, 
that he hadde lynned, betrayenge oure Lord. 
And there nyghe, was the Hows of the A- 
poftles, ‘Philippe and Jacob Alphei. And on 
that other fyde of Mount Syon, toward the 
Southe, bezonde the Vale, a Stones caft, is A- 
cheldamache ; that is to feye, the Feld of 
Blood ; that was bought for the 30 Pens, that 
oure Lord was fold fore. And in that Feld 
ben many Tombes of Criftene Men: for there 
ben manye Pilgrymes graven. And there ben 
many Oratories, Chapelles and Heremytages, 
Where Heremytes weren wont to duelle. And 
toward the Eft, an 100 PaS 1 , is the Char- 
nelle of the Hofpitalle of fcynt John, where 
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men weren wont to putte the Bones of dede 
men. 

Alfo fro Jerufalem, toward the Weft, is 
a fair Chirche, where the Tree of the Cros 
grew. AndxMyiefro thens, is afaireChirche; 
where oureLady mettewith Elizabeths, whan 
thei weren bothe with Childe; and feynt John 
ftered in his Modres Wombe, and made reve¬ 
rence to his Creatour, that he fanghe not. And 
tmdre the Awtier of that Chirche, is the place^ 
where feynt John was born. And fro that 
Chirche, is a Myle to the Caftelle of Emaux: 
and there alfo oure Lord (chewed him to x of 
his Dilciples, aftre his Refutrexioun. Alio on 
that other lydej zoo ‘Pas fro Jerufaletn , is 
a Chirche, where was wont to be the Cave of 
the Lioun: and undre that Chirche, at 30 
Degrees of Depnelfe, weren entered 11000 
Martires, in the tyme of Kyng m Cofdroe , 
that the Lyoun n mette with alle in a nyghte, 
be the wille of God. Allb fro Jerufalem z 
Myle, is the Mount Joye, a fulle fair place 
and a delicyous: and there lythe Samuel the 
Prophete in a fair Tombe : and men clepen 
it Mount Joye ; for it zevethe joye to Pi.'* 
grymes hertes, be caule that there men feen 
firft Jerufalem . Alfo betwene Jerufalem and 

* Efdr:, F. • Coiltyt, L. Enftrr.ble, F< 
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the Mount of 0 ,/yvfte, is the Vale of Jo fa- 
phat be , undre the Walles of the Cytee, as \ 
have feyd hefore: and in the myddes of the 
Yale, is a lytille Ryvere, that men clepen 
Torrens Cedron \ and aboven it, over thwart, 
lay a Tre, (that the Crps was made offe) that 
men ??den oyer onne: and fafl,e by it is a 
litylle pytt ip, th,e Erthe, where the foor of 
the Pileer is zit entered; and there was oure 
Lord firft fconrged: for he was fcourged and 
vileyphy entretpd ip mapy places. Alfo ip 
the myddel Place pf the Vale of Jofafibathe, 
is the Chirche of oure Lady: and it is, of 4J 
Degrees, undre the Ertbe> unto the Sepulpre 
pf oure hady. And oure Lady was of Age, 
whan fche dyed, 71 Zeer. And befide the 
Sepujcre of oufe Lady, is an Awtier, whera 
oure Lord for^af feynt Tetir aHje his Synnea 
And fro thens, toward the Weft, undre an 
Awtere, is a Welle, that comethe out of the 
Ryvere of Taradys. And witethe wel, that 
that Chirche is fulle lowe in the Erthp ; and 
fum is alie with inne the Erthe. But I fjup- 
pole wel, that it was not fo founded: but for 
becaufe that Jerufalem hathe often tyme beq 
deftroyed, and the Walles abated and beten 
doun and tombled in to the Vale, and that 
thei han ben fo filled azcn, and the ground en- 
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hdtiiiced; ahd fdr that skylle, is the Chirche 
fo lowe with in the Erthe: and uatheles men 
feyn there comounly, that the Erthe hathe 
fo ben cloven, fythe the tyme, thatoureLady 
Was there buryed: and zit men feyn there, 
that it wexetne and growethe every day, 
With outen dowte. In that Chirche Wcren 
Wont to ben blake Monkes, that hadden hire 
Abbot. Arid befyde that Chirche, is a Cha- 
pelle, befyde the Roche, that highte Gethe- 
famany-. and there was oure Lord kyfled of 
Judas ; and there was he taken of the Jewes ; 
and there la'ft oure Lord his Difciples, whan 
he wente to preye before his Paflioun, whan 
he preyed and feyde, ‘Pater, fi fieri foteft , 
tranfieat a me Calix ifie: that is to fey e; Pa¬ 
dre, zif it may be, do lete this Chalys go 
fro me. And Whan he cam azen to his 
Difciples, he fond hem flcpynge. And in the 
Roche, with inne the Chapelle, zit apperen 
the fyngres of oure Lordes Hond, whan he 
putte hem in the Roche, whan the Jewes 
wolden have taken him. And fro thens a 
Stones caft, toward the Southe, is another 
Chapelle, where oure Lord fwette droppes 
Of Blood. And there righre nyghc, is the 
Tombe-of Kyng Jofiaphathe \ of whom the 
Vale berethe the name. This Jo fay hathe 
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was Kyng of that Contree, and was con¬ 
verted by an Heremyte, that was a worthi 
man, and dide moche gode And fro then*; a 
Bowe drawghte, toward the Southe, is rhe 
Chirche, where feynt James and Zacharie 
the Prophete weren buryed. And above the 
Vale, is the Mount of Olyvete : and it is 
cleped lo, for the plentee of Olyves, that 
growen there. That Mount is more highe 
than the Cytee of Jerufalem is: and ther- 
fore may men, upon that Mount, fee manye 
of the Stretes of the Cytee. And betwene 
that Mount and the Cytee, is not but the 
Vale of Jofapkathe , that is not fulle large. 
And fro that Mount, fteighe oure Lord JeJii 
Crijl to Hevene, upon Aicencioun day: and 
zit there fchewethe the fchapp of his left Foot, 
in the Ston. And there is a Chirche, where 
was wont to be an Abbot and Chanouns re- 
guleres. And a lyrylle thens, 28 Pas, is a 
Chapelle, and there in is the Ston, on the 
whiche oure Lord fat, whan he prechede the 
8 BlefTynges, and feyde thus; Beati pauperes 
Spiritu : And there he taughte his Diidples 
the Bater nojler ; and wrote it with his finger 
in a Ston. And there nyghe is a Chirche of 
Seynte Marie Eg 'tpcyane ; and there fche 
lyihe in a Tombe. And fro thens toward 
* the 
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the Eft, a 3 Bow fchote, is Bethfagee ; to the 
whiche oure Lord fente feynt c Peter and feynt 
James , for to ieche the Afle, upon c Palme 
Sonday , and rode upon that Afle to Jerusa¬ 
lem. And in comynge doun fro the Mount 
of Olyvete^ toward the Eft, is a Caftelle, that 
is cleped Bethany e: and there dwelte Symon 
leprous, and there herberwed oure Lord; and 
afire, he was baptized of the Apoftles, and 
was clept Julian , and was made BifTchoppe: 
and this is the fame Julyan , that men clepe 
to for gode Herberghgage: for oure Lord her¬ 
berwed with him, in his Hows. And in that 
Hous, oure Lord forzaf Marie Magdaleyne 
hire Synnes; there fche whaflched his Feet 
with hire Teres, and wyped hem with hire 
Heer. And there ferved feynt Martha , oure 
Lord. There oure Lord reyfed Lazar , fro 
Dethe to lyve, that was ded ^dayes and ftank, 
that was brother to Marte Magdaleyne and 
to Martha. And there duelte alio Marie 
Cleophe. That £aftclle is wel a Myle long 
fro Jerufalem. Alio in comynge douu fro 
the Mount ofOlyvete , is the place where oure 
Lord wepte upon Jerufalem. And there be- 
fyde is the place, where oure Lady appered, 
to feynt Thomas the Apoftle, aftre hire Af- 
itymptioun, and zaf him hire Gyrdylie. And 
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right nyghc is the Stpn, where pure Lord oft 
ten tyme fat upon, whan he prpchede: and 
upon that lame fchalle he lytte, at the day of 
Doom ; righte as him feIf feyde. 

Alfo aftre the Mount of Olyvete, is die 
Mount of Galilee-: there aflpmbleden the A- 
poftles, whan Marie Magdalene cam, and 
tolde hem of Crijles uprifyuge. And there, 
betwene the Mount Olyvete. and the Mount 
Galilee , isaChirche, where the Aungel feyde 
tp oure Lady, of hire Dethp. Alfo fro Be¬ 
thany e to Jerico. , was fomtymp a litylle Cy- 
tee : but it is now alle deftroyed; and now 
is there but a litylle Village. That; Cytee 
tok Jofue, be myracle of God and ppraande- 
rpent of the Aungel, and deftroyed it and 
curfed it, and allp hem that bylled it azen. 
Of that Citce was Zacbetus the Dwerf, that 
clomb up in to the Sycomour Tre, for to fee 
oure Lord; be caufe he was fo litijle, he 
myghte not feen him for the, peple. And of 
that Cytee was Raab the comoun Woman, 
that afcaped allone, with hpfnpf hire lynage; 
and fche often tyme refreflched and fed the 
Me/Tagcrcs of Ifrael, and kepte hem from 
manye grete pprilps of Dethe: and therfprp 
ichehadde gode reward; as Holy Writt fey the » 
§foi accf it Broghefarp in nqmitte mo, me*-. 
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cedetH *Pfopheta atclpiet: that is to feyd; 
tie that takethe a Efophete in my name, he 
fthalle take mede of the Trophete: and fb 
hadde fche; for fchb prophtcyed to the Mef- 
ftgeres, feyenge, Novi quod T)ontinus ttadet 
Vobis Terratn hdftc: that is to feye; 1 wot 
wet., that oure Lord fbhal betake sadit this 
Lend: and fo he dide. And afcre Salomon, 
Naafones Sone, wedded hire; and fro that 
tyme was fche a woithi Woman, and ftrvetf 
God wel. A Mb from Betanye , gon men to* 
from Jordan , by a Mountayiie, and thorghe 
fJefert; and it is nyghe a Day iorneye fro* 
Bethanye , toward the Eft) to a grdt hille, 
where oure Ldrd fafted 46 dayeS. Upon that 
Hille, the enemy of Helle bare oure Lord* 
and tempted him, and feyde; Die ut lapi- 
des iftipanes fiant: that is to feye; fey) that 
theife Stones be made Loves. In that place, 
upon the hille, was wont to ben ? faire 
Chirche; but it is alle deftroyed, fb that there 
is now but an Hermytage, that a maner of 
Criftene men holden, that ben cleped Georgy- 
enes: for feynt George converted hem. Up¬ 
on that hille, duelte Abraham a gret while: 
and therfore men clepen it, Abrahames Gar- 
dyn. And betwene the Hille and this Gar- 
dyn, renneth a lytille Broke of Watrc, that 
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was wont to ben byttre; but be the bleflyng 
of Helifee the Prophete, it becam fwete and 
gode to drynke. And at the foot of this 
Hille, toward the Playn, is agretWelle, that 
entrethe in to Flow Jordan. Fro that Hille, 
to Jer/co, that I fpak of before, is but a Myle^ 
in goynge toward Flom Jordan. Alfo as men 
gon to JericOy fat the blynde man, cryenge, 
JeJiiy fill < Davidy miferere mei: that is to 
feye; JeJu, T>avtdes fine, have mercy on 
me: and anon he hadde his fighte. Alfo % 
Myle fro JericOy is Flom Jordan: and an 
half myle more nyghe, is a faire Chircbe of 
of Seynt John the Baptift; where he baptifed 
oure Lord: and there befyde, is the Hous of 
Jeremye the Prophete. 
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Cap. IX. 

Of the dede See ,• and of the Flom Jor¬ 
dan. Of the Hed of feynt John the 
Baptifi j and of the Ufages of the 
Samaritanes. 

A ND fro Jer'tco , a 3 Myle, is the dede 
See. Aboute that See, growethe moche 
°Alom and of Alkatran. Betwene Jerico 
and that Sep, is the Lond of e Dengadde\ and 
there was wont to growe the Bawme: but 
p men make drawe the braunches there of, 
and bere hem to ben graffed at Babiloyne: 
and zit men clepen hem Vynes of Gaddy. At 
a Colt of that See, as men gon from Arabe y 
is the Mount of the Moabytes ; where there 
is a Cave, that men clepen Karua . Upon 
that hille., ladde Balak the Sone of Booz, 
Balaam the Preft, for to curie the Peple of 
IJrael. That dede See departethe the Lond 
of Tnde and of Arabye: and that See laftethe 
from Soar a unto Arabye. The W atre of that 

0 Dalem ©* Balketram , L. Be Alym o* Balkctran . F. 
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See is fiille bytter and Salt: and ziff the Erthe 
were made moyft and weet with that Watre, 
it wolde nevere here Fruyt. And the Erthe 
and the Lond chaungeth often his colour. 
And it caftethe out of the Watre, a thing that 
men clepen Afpalt; alfo gret peces, as the 
gretnefle of an Hors, every day, and on alle 
fydes. And fro Jerufalem to that See, is zoo 
Furlonges. That See is in lengthe 580 Fur- 
longes, and in brede ifo Furlonges: and it is 
clept the dede See, for ie rennethe nought, 
bat is evere munevable. And noother masmev 
beft, ne no thing that berethe lif m him, ne 
may not dyen in that See: and that bathe 
ben preyed manye tymes, be men that ban 
differved to ben dede, chat han ben caft there 
inne, and left there mne, 3 dayes or 4, and 
thei ne myghte never dye ther inne : for it 
reiceyvethe no thing with mne him, that 
berethe lif. And no man may drynken of the 
Watre, for bytterneffe. And zif a man cafte 
Iren there in, k wole fkte aboven. And 21T 
men cafte a Fedre there in, it wole fynke to 
thebotme: and theife ben thinges azeaft ky nde. 
And alfo the Cytees there weren loft, be caule 
of Synne. And there befyden growen trees, 
that beren fulle faire Apples, and faire of co> 
lour to beholde; but whofo brekcthe hem or 
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cuttethe hew in two, he fchalle fyode with 
in hem Coles and Cyndres; in tokene that, 
beWratthe of God, the Cytees and the Loud 
weren breote and fonkcn in to Helle. Sum 
men clepen that See, the Lake Ualfetidee v 
fuinroe, the Flom of 'Develcs ; and sfime, 
the Flom that is evet ftynkynge. And in to 
that See, fonkcn the 5 Cycees, be Wrattbe of 
God; that is to fcyne, Sodom, Gomatre, Al- 
dtwWx Soboym and Segor, for the abbomy lia¬ 
ble fynne of Sodomy*, that regned in hem. 
But Segor, be the preyer of both*, was fayed 
and kept a gret while: fpr it was fett upon aa 
hille; and zit fchewethe therof fnm party, a- 
bpve the Watre: and men may fee the Walles, 
when it is fayr. Wedre- and deer. In that Cy- 
tee Lathe dwelte, a lytylle while; and there 
was be made dronken of his Doughtres, and 
lay with hem, and eqgendred of hem Moah 
axAAmu, And the caufe whi bis Doughrrcs 
made him dronken, and for to ly by him, 
was this; becanfe thei fawghe no mao aboute 
hem, but only here Fadre: and tberfore thei 
trowed, that God had deftroyedaJIe the World, 
a$.he baddedon theCytees*; asbchaddedon 
before, be Noes Flood. And therfore thei. 
wolde lye with here Fadre, for to bave lfTue, 
and for tq replenyflehon theWorld azenwirh 
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Peple, to reftore the World azen be hem: 
for thei trowed, that ther had ben no mo men 
in alle the World. And zif here Fadre had 
not ben dronken, he hadde not y leye with 
hem. And the hille abovcn Segor, mencleped 
it thanne Edom: andaftre men cleped it Seyr, 
and aftre Tdumea. Alfo at the righte lyde 
of that dede See, dwellethe zit the Wife of 
Lothe f in lyknefie of a fait Ston; for that 
fehee loked behynde hire, whan the Cytees 
fonkenin toHelle. Thi $ Lot he was Araammes 
fone, that was Brother to Abraham. And 
Sarra Abrahames Wif, and Melcha Nachors 
Wif, weren Suftren to the feyd Lothe. And 
the feme Sarra was of elde 90 Zeer, whan 
Tfaac hive fone was goten on hire. And A- 
braham hadde another lone Tfmael , that he 
gat upon Agar his Chambrere. And whan 
Tfaac his fone was 8 dayes olde, Abraham 
his Fadre leet him ben circumcyded, and 
Tjmael with him, that was 14 Zeer old: 
wherfore the Jewes that comen of Tfaacces 
lyne, ben circumcyded the 8 Day; and the 
Sarrazittes, that comen of Tfmaeles lyne, 
ben circumcyded whan thei ben 14 Zeer of 
Age. 

And zee fehulle undirftonde, that with in 
the dede See, rennethe the Flpm Jordan* and 
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there it dyethe: for it rennethe no further¬ 
more : and that is a place, that is a Myle fro 
the Chirche of feynt John the Baptift, to¬ 
ward the Weft, a lytille benethe the place, 
where that Criftene men bathen hem co- 
mounly. And a Myle from Flom Jordan , 
is the Ryvere of Jabothe , the whiche Ja¬ 
cob pafted over, whan he cam fro Mefopota- 
yme. This Flom Jordan is no gret Ryvere; 
but it is plenteous of gode Fifiche: and it 
cometh out of the hille of Lyban , be i. Welles, 
that ben cleped Jor and ‘Dan: and of tho 
x Welles hath it the name. And it paftethe 
be a Lake, that is dept Maron ; and aftre it 
paftethe by the See of Tyberye , and paftethe 
undre the hilles of Gelboe: and there is a fulle 
faire Vale, bothe on that o fyde and on that 
other of the fame Ryvere. And men gon the 
hilles of Lyban , alle in lengthe, unto the de- 
fert of Thar an. And tho hilles departen the 
kyngdom of Surrye and the Con tree of The - 
nefie. And upon tho hilles growen Trees of 
Cedre, that ben fulle hye, and thei beren longe 
Apples, and als grete as a mannes heved. And 
alfo this Flom Jordan departeth the Lond of 
Galilee and the Lond of Tdumye and the 
Lond of Betron: and that rennethe undre 
Erthe a gret weye, unto a fayre playn and a 
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gret, that i* clept Meldaft) id Sannoy# ; that 
is to feye, Feyre or Mafketr, id bare Langage; 
be caufe that there is often Fey res in that 
pleyn. And thete becdfflethe the Watre gret 
and large. And that Playn is the Tombe of 
Job. And in that Flom Jordan aboVefeyd, 
was oore Lord baptized of fey fit John ; and 
the voys of God the Fadre Was herd feyenge. 
Hie ejl Filins mens dileblus Sec. that is to 
feye; This is my beloved Jbnet in the which* 
I am well pie fed ; herethe hym. And the 
Holy Goft alyghte upon hym, in lyknefle of 
a Coher: and fo at his Baptizynge, was stile 
the hool Trynyfee. And thorghe that Flora, 
paffeden the Children of IJrael, alle dryefeet i 
and the* patten Stones there in the rayddel 
place, in tokene of the Myrade, that theWa- 
tre withdrowghe him fo. Alfo in that Fiona 
Jordan , Ndaman of Syrie bathed him; that 
Was fafle riche, but he was mefefle: and there 
anon he Coke his hele. Abouten the Flora 
Jordan ben raanye Chirches, where that ma¬ 
ny e Criftene men dwelleden. And nyghe 
therto is the Cytee of Hay, that Jofke aifayl- 
ed and coke. Alfo bezonde the Flom Jordan^ 
is the Vale of Mambre ; and that is a fulle 
fair Vale. Alfo upon the hille, that I fpak 
of before, where oure Lord' fafted 40 dayes, 
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at Myle long from Galilee , is a faire hille 
and an bighe ; where the Enemye, the Fend 
bare oure Lord, the thridde tyme, to tempte 
him, and fchewede him alle the Regiouns of 
the World, and feyde, Hec omnia tiki daba, 
Ji cadent odor averts me: that is to feyne ; 
AHe this fchalle I zeve the , zif thou falle 
and worfcbife me. 

Alio fro the dede See, to gon Eftward out 
of the Marches of the Holy Lond, that is 
clept the Lond of Prornyflioun, is a ftrong 
Catfelle and a fair, in an hille, that is clept 
Caraky en Sarmoyz: that is to-feyne, Ryally. 
That Caftelie let make kyng Baldwyn* (that 
was. Kyng of France) whan he had conquer¬ 
ed that Lond; and putte k in to Criftene 
menneshondes, for tokepethatContree. And 
for that caufe, was it dept the Mownt rialle. 
And undre it there is a Town, that hight So- 
bache: and there alleabowte dwellen Criftene 
men, undre. Try bate. Fro thens gon Men to 
Nazaretbe> of the whiche oure Lord berethe 
the Surname. And fro thens, there is 3 Jour- 
ney.es to Jerufalem: and men gon be the 
Provynce of Galylee , be Ramatha, be So- 
thym and be the highe hille of Effraim ; 
where Elcbana and Anna , the Modre of Sar 
muelle the Prophete, dwdlcden. There was. 
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born this Prophete : and aftre his Dethe* he 
was buryed at Mount Joye, as I have feyd 
zou before. And than gon men to Sylo ; 
where the Atke of God with the Relikes 
weren kept longe tyme, undre Ely the Prb- 
phete. There made the peple of Ebron Sa¬ 
crifice to oure Lord: and ther thei zolden up 
here Avowes: and there fpak God firft to 
Samuelle , and fchewed him the mutacioun of 
ordre of Prefthode, and the tnifterie of theSa- 
crement. And right nyghe, on the left fyde, 
is Gabaon and Rama and Beniamyn ; of the 
whiche Holy Writt fpekethe offe. And aftre 
men gon to Sychem , fumtyme clept Sychar; 
and that is in the Provynce of Samar it anes ; 
and there is a fulle fair Vale and a fru&uoufe, 
and there is a fair Cytee and a gode, that men 
clepen Neople. And from thens is a jorneye 
to Jerufalem. And there is the Welle, where 
oure Lord fpak to the Woman of Samaritan. 
And there was wont to ben a Chirche; but 
it is beten doun. Befyde that Welle, Kyng 
Roboas let make a Calveren of Gold, and 
made hem to ben worfchipr, and put that on 
at and that other at Betelle. And a 
Myle fro Sychar , is the Cytee of ‘Deluze. 
And in that Cytee dwelte Abralan^ a cer- 
teyn tyme. Sychem is a io Myle fro Jeru* 
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faism , and it is dept Neople ; that is for to 
feyne • the newe Cytee. And nyghe befyde 
is the Tombe of Jofephe the Sone of Jacoby 
that governed Egypt: for the Jewes baren 
his Bones from Egypt , and buryed hem there. 
And thidre gon the Jewes oftentyme in Pil¬ 
grimage, with gret Devocioun. In that Cyted 
was 'Dyne Jacobes Doughter ravyflcht; for 
whom hire Bretheren flowen many perlones, 
and diden many harmes to the Cytee. And 
there befyde, is the hille oiGarajoun, where 
the Samaritanes maken here Sacrifice: in that 
hille wolde Abraham have; facrificed his Sone 
Tfaac. And there befyde is the Vale of T^o- 
taym: and there is the Cifterne, where Jo- 
fephe was caft in of bis Bretheren, which thei 
foldcn; and that is a x Myle fro Sychar. 
From thens gon men to Samarye , that men 
clepen now Sebaft\ and that is the chief Cy¬ 
tee of that Contree : and it fytt betwene the 
hille of Aygnesy as Jerufalem dothe. In that 
Cytee was the fyttinges of the ix Tribes of 
lfrael: but the Cytee is .not now fo gret; 
as it was wont to be. There was buryed 
feynt John the Baptift, betwene x Prophetess 
Helyfeus and Abdyan : but he was beheded 
in theCaflelle of Macharyme, befyde the dede 
See: and aftre he was tranflated of his Difc 
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ciples, and buryed at Samarie: and there let 
Julianas Apoftata dyggen him up, and let 
brennen his Bones; (for he was that tymc 
Emperour) and let wyndwe the Askes in the 
Wynd. But the Fynger, that fchewed oure 
Lord, feyenge, Ecce Agnus Dei: that is to 
ieyne; Lo the Lamb of God: thatnolde ne- 
vere brenne, but is alle hoi: that Fynger leet 
feynte Tecle the holy Virgyne be born in to 
the hille of Sebaji ; and there maken men 
gret feftc. In that place was wont to ben a 
fair Chirche; and many otherc there weren: 
but thei ben alle beten doun. There was 
wont to ben the heed of feynt John Baptift, 
endofed in the Walle: but the Emperour 
The 0 do fie let drawe it out, and fond it wrap¬ 
ped in a litille Clothe, alle blody ; and fo he 
leet it to be born to Coftantynoble: and zit at 
Coftantynoble is the hyndre partye of the 
Heed: and the for partie of the Heed, til 
undre theChyn, is at Rome, undre the Chirche 
of feynt Silvefre , where ben s Nonnes of an 
hundred Ordres: and it is zit alle broylly, 
as thoughe it were half brent: for the Empe¬ 
rour Julianas abovefeyd, of his curledneile 
and malice, let brennen that partie with the 
other bones; and zit it fchewethe: and this 
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thing hathe ben preved, both be Popes and 
by Emperours. And the Jowes benethe, that 
holden to the Chyn, and a partie of the Aflfches, 
and the Platere, that the Hed was leyd in, 
whan it was linyten of, is at Gene : and the 
Geneweyes makcn of it gret Fefte; and fo 
don the Sarazynes alio. And fum men feyn, 
that the Heed of feynt John is at Amy as, in 
*P tear dye : and other men feyn, that it is the 
Heed of feynt John theByflchop. I wot nere, 
but God knowethe: but in what wyfe than 
men worfehipen it, theblefled feynt John holt 
him a payd. 

From this Cytce of Sebaji unto Jerufalem , 
is iz Myle. And betwene the Hilles of that 
Contree, there is a Welle, that 4 Sithes in 
the Zeer chaungethe his Colour ; lomtyme 
grene, fomtyme reed, lomtyme cleer, and 
fomtyme trouble: and men clepen that Welle 
Job. And the folk of that Contree, that men 
clepen Samaritanes, weren converted and bap¬ 
tized by the Apoftles: but thei holden not 
Wei hereDo&ryne; and alle weys thei holden 
Lawes by hem felf, varyenge from Criflcne 
men, from Sarrazines, Jewes and Taynemes. 
And the Samaritanes leeven well in o God s 
and thei feyn wel, that there is but only o 
God, that alle formed, and alle fchalle deme: 
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and thei holden the Bible aftre the Lettre: and 
thei ufen the Tfawtere , as the Jewes don.» 
and thei feyn, that thei ben the righte Sones 
of God: and among alle other folk, thei feyn 
that thei ben belt beloved of God; and that 
to hem belongethe the Heritage, that God be- 
highte to hife beloved Children: and thei han 
alio dyverfe Clothinge and Schapp, to loken 
on, than other folk han; for thei wrappen 
nere Hedes in red Linnene Clothe, in diffe¬ 
rence fro othere. And the Sarazines wrap- 
pen here Hedes in white lynnene Clothe. And 
theCriftene men, thatduellen in the Contree, 
wrappen hem in blew of Tnde ; and the Jewes ' 
in zelow Clothe. In that Contree duellen 
manyc of the Jewes, payenge Tribute, as 
Criftene men don. And zif zee wil knowe 
the Lettres, that the Jewes ufen, thei ben 
fuche; and the names ben, as thei clepen hem, 
writen aboven, in manere of here A. B. C. 
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Cap. X. 

Of the Province of Galilee, and where 
Antecrifi fchalle be born. Of Na- 
zarethe. Of the Age of oure Lady. 
Of the Day of Doom • and of the 
Cujlomes of Jacobites, Surryenesj 
and of the Ufages of Georgyenes. 

F ROM thisContree of the Samarifanes , 
that I have fpoken of before, gon men 
to the Playnes of Galilee. And men leven the 
hilles,on thato party e. And Galilee is on of the 
Provynces of the Holy Lond: and in that Pro- 
vynce is the Cy tee of Naym and Capbarnaum 
and Chorofaym and Bethfayde. In this Bethfeyde 
was ieynt Bet re and feynt Andrew born. 
And thens, a 4 Myle, is Chorofaym: and 5 My le 
fro Chorofaym , is the Cytee of Cedar> where 
of the Bfautre fpekethe: Et habitav 't cum 
habit antibus Cedar: that is for to feye; And 
I have dwelled with the dwellynge men in 
Cedar. In Chorofaym fchalle Antecrift be 
born, as fum men feyn; and other men feyn, 
he fchalle be born in Babyloyne: for the Pro- 
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phcte feyth; ‘De Babilonia Coluber exiet, 
qui tot urn mundum devorabit: that is tofeyne; 
Out of Babiloyne fcbal come a Worm, that, 
fckal devour e alle the World. This Ante- 
crift fchal be noryffcht in Beth fay da, and he 
fchalle regne in Capharnaum: and therfore 
ley the Holy Writt; Ve tibi, Chorafaym : ve 
tibi, Beth fay da: ve tibi, Capharnaum: that 
is to feye; Wo be to the , Chorofaym : wo to 
the, Bethlayda: wo to the , Capharnaum. And 
alle theife Townes ben in the Lond of Gali¬ 
lee. And alio, the Cane of Galilee is 4Myle 
fro Nazarethe: of that Cytee was Symon 
Chananeus , and his Wif Cance ; ofthewhiche 
the Holy Evaungclift fpckethe off: there dide 
oure Lord the firfte Myracle at the Wedyng, 
whan he turned Watre in to Wyn. And in 
the ende of Galilee , at the hilles, \yas the 
Arke of God taken ; and on that other lyde 
is the Mownt Ilcndor or Hermon. And there 
aboutc gothe the Broke of Cifon: and there 
befyde. Bar ache, that was Abymeleche Sone, 
with ‘Delbore the ProphetifTe, overcam the 
Ooji of Tdumea, whan Cyfera the Kyng was 
flayn of r Gebclle, the Wif of Aber ; and 
chaccd bezonde the Flom Jordan, be Strengths 
of Sword, Zeb and Zcbee and Salmana ; and 

r Jael, the Wife of Kelcr. 

there 



Digitized by 





Sir John Maundevile, Kt. 13 j 

there he flowghe hem. Alfo a 5 Myle fro 
Naym , is the Cytee of Jezreel, thatfomtyme 
was clept Zarym\ of the whicheCytee Jexa- 
bel the curled Queen was Lady and Queen, 
that toke awey the Vyne of Nabaothe, be hire 
Strengthe. Fafte by thatCytee, is the Feld 
Magede , in the which e the Kyng Joras was 
flayn of the Kyng of Samarie, and afire was 
tranflated and buryed in the Mount Syon. 
And a Myle fro Jezrael, ben the Hilles of 
Gelboe , where Saul and Jonathas that weren 
lb faire, dyeden: wherfore ’David curled hem, 
as Holy Wry tt fey the; Montes Gelboe , nec Ros 
necTluvia&c. that is to feye; Zee Hilles of 
Gelboe , nouther Dew ne Reyn com upon zou. 
And a Myle fro the Hilles of toward the 

Eft, is the Cytee of Cyrople , that was clept 
befor zBethfayn. And upon the Walles of that 
Cytee, was the Hed of Saul honged. 

Aftre gon men be the hille, belyde the 
Pleynes of Galylee , unto Nazaretbe, where 
was wont to ben a gret Cytee and a fair: but 
now there is not, but a lytille Village, and 
Houles a brood here and there. And it is 
not walled; and it lytt in a litille Valeye, and 
there ben Hilles alle aboute. There was oure 
Lady born: but Iche was goten at Jerufale. 
And be caufe that oure Lady was born at Na- 
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&arethe, therfore bare oure Lord his Surname 
of that Town. There toke Jofephe our Lady 
to Wyf, whan fche was 14 Zeere of Age: 
and there Gabrtelle grette our Lady, feyengej 
Avegratia plena , Dominus tecum: that i$ 
to feyne; Hey l fulie of Grace, oure Lord is t 
with the. And this Salutacioun was don in 
? pk?e of a gret Awteer of a faire Chirche, 
that was wont to be fomtyme: but it is now 
alle downe: and men ban mgcje a litylle Ref 
ceyt, befyde a Pylere of that Chirche, for to 
refceyve the Offrynges of Pilgrymes. And 
the Sarrazines kepen that place fulle derely, 
for the profyte that thei han there offe: and 
thei ben fulle wykked Sarrazines and cruelle, 
and more dilpytous than in ony other place, 
and han deftroyed alle the Chirches. There 
nyghe is Gabrielles Welle, where oure Lord 
was wont to bathe him, whan he was zong: 
and fro that Welle bare he Watre often tyme, 
to his Modre: and in that Welle fche wofTche 
often tyme the Clowtes of*hire Sone Jefu 
Criji. And fro JeruJalem unto thidre, is 3 
Journeyes. At Nazarethe was oure Lord 
noriflcht. Nazarethe is als meche to feye, 
as Flour of the Gardyn : and be gode skylle 
may it ben clept Flour; for there was noriflcht 
the Flour of Lyf, that was Criji Jefu. And z 
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|vfyle fro Nazarethe, is the Cy tee of Sephor y 
Jt>e the Weye, that gothe fro Nazerethe to 
Aeon . And an half Myle fro Nazarethe , is 
the Lepe of oure Lord: for the Jewes lad- 
den him upon an highe Roche, for to make 
him lepe doun, and have flayn him: but JeJit 
palled amonges hem, and lepte upon another 
Roche; and zit ben the Steppes of his Feet 
lene in the Roche, where he allyghte. And 
therfore leyn lum men, whan thei dreden hem 
of Thefes, on ony Weye, or of Enemyes; 
Jefus autem tranjiens per medium tlloru 
ibat: that is to feyne; Jefus forjbthe paf 
Jynge be the myddes of hem , he wente : in 
tokene and mynde, that oure Lord palled 
thorghe out the Jewes Crueltee, and leaped 
fafly fro hem; fo furely mowe men patten 
the perile of Thefes. And than fey Men 2, 
Vers of the Ffautre, 3 Sithes: Irruat Juper 
eos formido & pavor, in magnitudine Bra- 
chit tui , e Domine. Fiant inmobiles , quafi 
Lapis , donee pertranfeat populus tuus , Do- 
piine ; donee pertranfeat populus tuus ijle y 
quern pojfedifti. And thanne may men palle 
with outen perile. And zee fchulle undir- 
Itonde, that oure Lady hadde Child, whan 
fche was iy Zeere old: and fphe was conver- 
lant with hire Sone*33 Zeer and 3 Monethes. 
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And afrre the Paflioun of oure Lord, fche 
lyvede 14 Zeer. 

Alio fro Nazar ethe, men gon to the Mount 
Thabor ; and that is a 4 Myle: and it is a 
folle faire Hille, and well highe, where was 
wont to ben a Toun and many Chirches; 
but thei ben alle deftroyed; but zit there is 
a place, that men clepen the Scole of God, 
where he was wont to teche his Dilciples, 
and tolde hem the Prevytees of Hevene. And 
at the foot of that Hille, Melchifedeche , that 
was Kyng of Salem , in the turnynge of that 
Hille, mette Abraham in cornyngeazen from 
the Bataylle, whan he had flayn Abymeleche : 
and this Melchifedeche was bothe Kyng and 
Preft of Salem., that now is cleped Jerusalem. 
In that Hille Thabor , oure Lord transfigured 
him before feynt Tetre , feynt John and feynt 
Jame\ and there theifawghe goftly, Moyfes 
and Elye the Prophetes befyde hem: and 
therfore feyde feynt Tetre , T)omine r bonum 
eft nos hie effe ; factamus tria Tabernacula: 
that is to feye; Lorde , it is gode for us to 
ben here ; make we here 3 dwellyng places. 
And there herd thei a Voys of the Fadir, that 
feye, Hie eft filius meus dilctfus , in quo mihi 
bene complacui. And oure Lord defended 
hem, that thei fcholde not telle that Avifioun, 

tU 


Digitized by VjOOQle 



JVr John Maundevile, Kt. 139 

til that he were ryfen from Dethe to Lyf. In 
that Hille and in that fame place, at the day 
of Doom, 4 Aungeles, with 4Trompes, fchulle 
jblowen and reyfen alle men, that hadden iuf- 
frcd Dethe, fithe that the World was formed, 
from Dethe to Lyve; and fchulle comen in 
Body and Soule in Juggement; before the 
face of oure Lord, in the Vale of Jofaphathe. 
And the Doom fchalle ben on EJire Day, 
fuche tyme as oure Lord aroos: and theDom 
Ichalle begynne, fuche houre as oure Lord 
defcended to Helle and difpoyled it: for at 
fuche Houre fchal he difpoyle the World, and 
lede his chofene to Bliile; and the othere 
fchalle be condempne to perpetuelle Peynes: 
and thanne fchalle every man have aftir his 
diflert, outher Code or Evylle; but zif the 
Mercy of God pafle his RightewifnelTe. 

Alfo a Myle from Mount Thabcr , is the 
Mount Heremon ; and there was the Cytee of 
Naym. Before the Zate of that Cytee, reyfed 
oure Lord the Wydewes fone, that had no 
mo Children. Alio 3 Myle fro A Tazarethe y 
is the Caftelle Saffra ; of the whiche, the 
Sones of Zebedee and the Sones of Alfhee 
weren. Alfo a 7 Myle fro Nazarethe, is the 
Mount Kayn ; and undre that is a Welle, and 
beiyde that Welle, Lameche Noees Fadre 
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flougheifojw with an Arwe. For this Kaym 
wente thorghe Brercs and Busfhes, as a wylde 
Bell:; and he had lyved fro the ryme of A- 
dam his Fadir, unto the tyme of Noe ; and fo 
he lyvede nyghe to zooo Zeer. And this La- 
meche was alle blynd for elde. 

Fro Saffra , men gothe to the Sec of Ga- 
lylee and to the Cytee of Tyberye , that fytt 
upon the fame See. And alle be it, that men 
depen it a See, zit is it nouther See ne Arm 
of the See : for it is but a Stank of frelche 
Watir, that is in lengthe 100 Furlonges; and 
of brede 40 Furlonges; and hathe with in him 
gret plentee of gode Fiflche, and rennethe in 
to Flora Jordan. The Cytee is not fulle grer, 
but it hathe gode Bathes with in him. And 
there, as the Flom Jordan partethe fro the 
See of Galilee , is a gret Brigge, where men 
patten from the Lond of ( PromyJJioun> to the 
Lond o iBaazan and the Lond of Gerrafentz y 
that ben about the Flom Jordan , and the be- 
gynnynge of the See of Tyberie. And fro 
\ thens may men go to ‘Damask , in 3 dayes, 
be the Kyngdom of Traconye ; the whiche 
Kyngdom laftethe fro Mount Heremon to the 
See of Galilee , or to the See of Tyberie , or 
to the See of Jenazarethe\ and alle is oSee, 
and this the Stank that I have told zou; but> 
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it chaungethe thus the name, for the names 
of the Cytees that fy tten befyde hem. Upon 
that See, went oure Lord drye feet; and there 
he toke up feynt Fetir, when he began to 
drenche with in the See, and feyde to him, 
Modice Fidei , quare dubitaJH? And aftre 
his Refurrexioun, oure Lord appered on that 
See, to his Difciples, and bad hem fyffche, 
and filled alle the Nett fulle of gret Fisfhes. 
In that See, rowed oure Lord ofteii tyme; 
and there he called to hym, feynt Fetir , feynt 
Andrew, feynt James and feynt John, the 
Sones of Zebedee. In that Cy tee of Tyberie, 
is the Table, upon the whiche oure Lord eete 
upon, with his Difciples, aftre his Refurrexi¬ 
oun ; and thei knewen him in brekynge of 
Bred, astheGofpellefeythe; Et cognoverunt 
eum in frattione Fanis. And nyghe that 
Cytee of Tyberie , is the Hille, where oure 
Lord fedde 5 thoufand Perfbnes, with 5 barly 
Loves and i Fisfhes. In that Cytee, a man 
caft an brennynge Dart in wratthe aftir oure 
Lord, and the Hed finot in to the Eerthe, and 
wax grcne, and it gro wed to a gret Tree; and 
zit it growethe, and the Bark there of is alle 
lyk Coles. Alfo in the Hed of that See of 
Galilee , toward the Septemtryon , is a flrong 
Caftelle and an highe, that highte Sajhor: 

and 
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and fart befyde it, is Capharnaum: within the 
Lond of ‘Promyjfioun, is not fo ftrong a Ca- 
ftelle: and there is a godeToun benethe, that 
is clept alfb Safhor. In that Cartel, feynt 
Anne oure Ladyes Modre was born. And 
there benethe was Centurioes Hons. That 
Contree is clept the Galilee of »Folk, that 
weren taken to Tribute of Sabulon, and of 
Neptalym. And in azen comynge fro that 
Cartelle, a 30 Myle, is the Cytee of Dan, 
that fomtyme was clept Belynas , or Ce- 
fa'tre Bhilippon , that fytt at the foot of the 
Mount of Lyban , where the Flom Jordan be- 
gynnethe. There begynnethe the Lond of 
BromyJJioun, and durethe unto Berfabee , in 
lengthe, in goynge toward the Northe in to 
the Southe; and it conteynethe well a 180 
Myles: and of brede, that is to feye, fro Je¬ 
richo unto Jaffe, and that conteynethe a 40 
Myle of Lombardye, or of oure Contree, that 
ben alfo lytylle Myles. Theife ben not Myles 
of Gajcoyne, ne of the Provynee of Almayne^ 
where ben gret Myles. And wite zee welle, 
that the Lond of BromyJJloun is in Siry'e. For 
the Reme of Syrie durethe fro the Defertes 
of Arabye, unto Cecyle , and that is Ermonye 
the grete, that is to leyne, fro the Southe to 

• Gentiles. 
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the Northe: and fro the Eft to the Weft, it 
durethe fro the grete Defertes of Arabye unto 
the Weft See. But in that Reme of Syrie , 
is the Kyngdom of Judee , and many other 
Provynces, as ‘Palejlyne , Galilee , litylle CV- 
licye , and many otherc. In that Contree and 
other Contrees bezonde, thei han a Cuftom, 
whan thei fchulle ufen Werre, and whan men 
holden Sege abouten Cytee or Caftelle, and 
thei with innen dur not fenden out Meflagers 
with Lettres, fro Lord to Lord, for to aske 
Sokour, thei maken here Letters andbynden 
hem to the Nekke of a Colver, and leten the 
Colver flee; and the Colveren ben fo taughte, 
that thei fleen with tho Lettres to the verry 
place, that men wolde fende hem to. For the 
Colveres ben noryflcht in tho Places,, where 
thei ben fent to ; and thei fenden hem thus, f 
for to beren here Lettres. And the Colveres 
retournen azen, where as thei ben noriflcht; 
and fo thei don comounly. 

And zee fchulle undirftonde, that amonges 
the Sarazines, o part and other, duellen ma¬ 
ny Criftene men, of many maneres and dy- 
verfe names; and alle ben baptized, and han 
dyverle Lawcs and dyverfe Cuftomes: but 
alle beleven in God the Fadir and the Sone 
and the Holy Goft: but alle weys feyle thei, 

in 
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in s6me Articles of oure Fey the. Some o'f 
theife ben clept Jacobytes: for feynt Jame 
converted hem, and feynt John baptized hem. 
They feyn, that a Man fchal maken his Con- 
feflioun only to God, and not to a Man: for 
only to him, fcholde man zelden him gylty 
of alle, that he hathe mys don. Ne God or- 
deyned not, ne never devyfed, ne the Pro- 
phete' nouther, that a man fcholde fchryven 
him to another, (as thei feyn) but only to 
God: as Moyfes writethe in the Bible, and as 
‘David feythe in the Tfawtre Boke; Confite- 
bor tibi , Domine , in toto Corde meo: and, 
Delirium meum tibi cognitum feci: And, 
Deus meus es tu , & confitebor tibi: And, 
Quoniam cogitatio hominis confitebitur ti¬ 
bi: &c. For thei knowen alle theZ?/^, and 
and the Tfautere: and thcrfore allegge thei 
lo the Lettre: but thei alleggen not the Au&o- 
ritees thus in Latyn, but in here Langage,. 
fulle appertely; and feyn wel, that David 
and othere Prophetes feyn it. Natheles feynt 
Auftyn and feynt Gregory feyn thus: Augujii- 
nus\ Qui feeler a Jita cogitate & converfus 
filer it , veniam fib't credat. Gregorius; Do- 
minus potius mentem quam verba refpicit. 
And feynt Hillary feythe ; Longoru tempo- 
rum crimina , in iftu Oculi pereunt , Ji Cordis 
6 natd 
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b8t& fkbrit coiHptMtiih. And for fiiche Au&o- 
iitees, thei feyn, that only to God fchalle a 
inart knouieche hisDefautesj zeldybge him felf 
gylty, and ctytnge him mercy* and beho- 
tyngc to him to amende him fel£ And ther- 
fofe whan thei wil fchty Ven hem* thei taken 
Fyre, and fette it befyde hem, and caften thcr- 
in Poudre of Frank, encens; and in the Sinoke 
therof; thei fchry ven hetn to God, and cryen 
him mercy. But Sothe it is* that this Con- 
fefliouh Was firft and kyndely: but feynt ¥&• 
Ire the Apoftle, and thei that camen afire 
him, ban ordeynd to make here Cohfeflioun 
to man; and be gode Reioun: for thei per- 
ceyveden wel, that no Syknefle was diraoie, 
by gode Medycyne to leye therto* but zif 
men kntwen the nature of the Maladye. And 
ilfo no man may zeven eovenable Medicyne* 
but zif he knowe the qualitee of the Dede. 
For o Synne may be grettere in o man than in 
another; and in 0 place and in o tyme than iii 
another: and therfore it behovethe him, that 
he knbWe the kynde of the t>ede* and there¬ 
upon to zeven him Penance. 

There ben othere, that ben c\t^x Surteftes \ 
and thei holden the Beleeve amonges us* and 
of hera'of Grece. And thei tifen alle Berdes, 
as men of Grece don : and thei make the Sa- 
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crement of therf 3red: and in here Langage* 
thei uien; Lettres of Sarraztnes ; but aftre 
the Mjfterie of Holy Chirche, thei ulen Let¬ 
tres oiGrece: and thei ipaken here ConfeflioG, 
right as the Jacobytes don. 

Th^re ben othere, that ipen depen Georgy- 
ctiesy that feynt George converted; and him 
thei vvorlchipen, more than ony other Seynt; 
and to him thei cryen for help: and thei 
camen out of the Reme of George. Tbeiie 
Folk ulen Crounes fchaven. The Clerkes han 
rounde Crounes, and the lewed men han 
Crowncs allefquare: aod thei holden Criftene 
Lawe, as don thei of (7m*; of whom I have 
Ipoken of before. 

Othere there ben, that men clepen Criftene 
men of Gyrdytige: for thei ben alle gyrt abo- 
ven. And ther ben othere, that men clepen 
Nejioryenes ; and fumme Arryenes, sttmc Nu- 
byenes , sfime of Grees , sflme of Tnde , and 
sQme of Trejlre Jobnes Lond. And alle theilb 
han manye Articles of oure Feythe, and to 
othere thei ben varyaunt. And of here vari¬ 
ance, were to longe to telle; and lo I wil leve, 
as for the tyme, with outeu more fpekynge 
of hem. 
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Cap. XL 

Of the Cytee of Damafce. Of 3 fVeyes 
to Jerufalem ; on he Londe and he 
See • another more he Londe than he 
See * arid the thridde Weye to Jem* 
falem, atle he Londe » 

N OW aftre that 1 have toldzoufumpar- 
tye of Folk, in the Contrees before, 
now wille I turnen azen to my Weye, for to 
turnen azen to this half. Thanne whofo wil 
go fro the Load of Galilee, of that that I have 
fpoke, for to come azen on this half, men 
comen azen be Damafce ^ that is a fulle fayre 
Cytee, and fulle noble, and fulle of alle Mer- 
chandifes, and a 3 Journeyes long fro the See* 
and a 5 Journeyes fro Jerufalem. But upon 
Camaylles, Mules, Hors* Dromedaries and o* 
ther Belles, men caryen hereMarchandife thi* 
dre: and thidre comethe Marchauntes with 
Marchandife be See, from Tndee , Terfee , 
Caldee , Ermoriye> and of manye othere Kyng- 
domes. This Cytee founded He listens Da~ 
mafcus ■, that was Zoman and Delpenfer of 
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Abraham , before that Tfaac was born • for 
he thoughte for to have ben Abrahmes Heir: 
and he named the Toun aftre bis Surname 
iDamafce . And in that place, where c Da- 
vtafi was founded, Kaym floughe Abel hfe 
Brother. And beiydc Damafe is the Mount 
Seyr. In that Cy tee of \t)antafce. , ther is gret 
plentee of Welles: and with in the Cytee and 
with oute, ben many fayre GardyneS, and of 
dy verfe frutes. Non other Cytee is not lyche 
in comparifbun to it, of faire Gardynes, and 
of fairi jDefportes. The Cytee is gret itad 
folle of Peple, and wel waited With double 
Walles. And there ben manye PhificyenS. 
And feint j"F oul him felf was there a Phificyen, 
for to kcpen mennes Bodies in hele, before he 
Was converted; and aftre that, he was Phifi* 
cien of Soules. And feynt Luke the Evaun- 
gelift was Difciple of feynt e PouL, for to lerne 
Phifik; and many othere. For feynt Tout 
held'thanne Scole Of Phifik. And neere be- 
lyde x Damafce> was he converted : and aftre 
his Converfioun, he duelte in that Cytee 3 
Dayes, with outen fight, and with outen Mete 
or Drinke. And in tho 3 Dayes he v\ as ra* 
viflcht to Hevene, and there he fanghe many 
prevytees of oure Lord. And fade befyde 
r Damafce> is the Caftelle of Arkcs, that is 
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both? feir and ftrong. From Dmtfce, men 
comen azen, be cure Lady of Sardenak , that 
i$ a 5 Myle on this half Damafce-, and it is 
fytt upon a Rophe, and it is a fulle faire place, 
and it femethe a Caftelle; for there was wont 
to ben a Caftelle: but it is now a fulle faire' 
Chirche. And there with inne, ben Monkes 
and Nonoes Criftene. And ther is a Vowt, 
nndre the Chirche, where that Criftene men 
duellen alfo: and thei han many godeVynes. 
And in the Chirche, behynde the highe Aw- 
tere, in the Walle, is a Table of black Wode, 
on the whiche fbmtyme was depeynted an Y- 
mage of oure Lady, that turnethe intoFlefche; 
but now the Ymage fchewethe but litille: 

’ but evermore thorewe the grace of God, that 
Table droppeth as hyt were of Olyve. And 
there is a VefTel of Marbre, undre the Table, 
to refteyve the Oyle,thare of thay yeven unto 
Pylgrymes: for it heleth of many Sykenefies. 
And he that kepeth it clanly, a yere, aftre that 
yere, hyt turneth yn to Flefche and Bloode. 

By twyne the Cytee of "Darke and tbeCy- 
tee of Raphane , ys aRyvere, that men clepen 
Sabatorye. For on the Saturday , hyt ren- 
neth fafte ; and alle the Wooke ellcs, hyt 


* Three leaver being loft in the Cotton MS. are tranfcrib’4 
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flondeth ftylle, and renneth nouzt or lytel. 
And thare ys a nother Ryvere, that upon the 
nyzt frefeth wondur fafte; and uppon the 
day, ys noon Froft fene. And lo gon men 
by a Cytee, that men clcpen fyerucke. And 
thare men gpn un to the See, that fchal goon 
un to Cypre. And thay aryve at ’Porte de 
Sure or of Tyrye ; and thanne up to Cypre. 
Or elles men mowen gon from the Porte o£ 
Tyrye ryzt welle, and com not yn to Cypre ; 
and aryve at fom Haven of Grece: and thanne 
comen men un to thus Countrees, by weyes, 
that I have fpoken of by fore. . 

Now have I tolde you of Wayes, by the 
whyche men gon ferreft and longeft; as by 
Babyloyne and Mounte Synay and other places 
many, thorewe the whyche Londes, men 
turne ayen to the Lande of Promyjgyoun. 
Now wul y telle the ryzt Way to ferufa - 
lent. For fom men wyl nouzt pafle hyt, fom 
for thay have nouzt Delpence of hem, for 
they have noon Companye, and other many 
Caufes relonables. And thare fore I telle yow 
fchorttely, how a man may pqon with lytel 
collage and fchortte tyme. A man that cometh 
from the Londes of the Welle, he gothe tho- 
rewc Fraunce t Borgoyne and Lumbardye^ and 
to y’’ttys and to Geen, or to fom other Ha¬ 
vener 
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vene.of the Marches, and taketh a Schyppc 
thare, and gon by See to the Ifle of “ Gryffle ; 
and fo ary veth hem yn Grece or in Port My- 
roche or Valon or < Duras> or at fom other 
Havene, and gon to Londe, for to refte hem; 
and gon ayen to the See, and aryves iri Cyfre% 
and cometh nouzt yn the lie of Roodes ; and 
aryves at Famegofle, that ys the chefe Ha* 
vene oiCypre,ox elles at Lamatoun. And thenne 
entreth yn to theSchyp ayen, and by fyde the 
Havene oVTyre, aud come nouzt toLande; 
and lb pafleth he by alle the Havens of that 
Cooft, tin til he come to Jaffe, that ys the 
peyeft Haven unto Jerusalem: for hit is 
feven and twenty Myle. And from Jaffe, 
pien goon to the Cytee of Rames: and that 
ys but lytel thenne, and hyt ys a fayre Cytee. 
And by fyde Rames , ys a fayre Churche of 
oure Lady, wbare oure Lord fchewede hym 
to oure Lady, in thys lykenefte, that be 
tokeneth the Trynyte. And thare fail by, 
ys a Churche of feynt George, whare that 
bys Heed was liny ten of. And thanne un to 
the Cartel Emaus ; and thanne un to Mounte 
Joye ; and from thenne, Pylgrymcs mowen 
fyrfte le un to Jerufalem. And thanne un to 
Mount Modeyn ; and thanne unto Jerufalem ^ 

* Grejft , L, Grif, F. 
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Atidaf th? Mount Modeyn, ly the thpProphcto 
Mac babe e. And overe Ramatha, ys the Town 
of * Tiouke ; where of Amos the goude Pro- 
phete was. 

A nother Way. For alfe rnoche as many 
men ne may not fiiffre the Savour of the See, 
but hadd^n lever to gan by £onde, y they that 
hyt be more payne; a man fchal foo goon uu 
to on of the Havenes of Lumbardye ? als Ve- 
nys or an, other: and he fchal paffe yn to 
Grece^ thorwe Port Moroche, or an other, 
and fo he fchal gon un to Gqnjiantynopk. And 
he fchal fp pafle the Wature, that ys cleped 
the Brace of feynt George , that ys an Arm 
of tfie See. And fro thens he fchfl come un 
to 'Pukveralle ; and lythen un to the Caftelle 
of Cynopk. And from thens fchal he goq un 
to Qafadofe r that ys a grete Countree, whayc 
that beq many grete Hylles. And he fchal 
gon thorewe Turkye , and unto the Cytee of 
Nyke, th? whyche they wonne fVom the Em- 
peroure of Confiantynople. And hyt ys a fayre 
Cytee, and \vounder wel walled: and thare 
ys a Ryvere, that men clepen the Z>qye: and 
thare men goon by the Alpes of tAryopry- 
nant , and by the Valez of MaUebrynez y and 
eke the Vale of Ernax ; and fo yn to An- 

* Teuke , L. cp* F. Tekoa, Amos I. f. J Though . 
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thyocbc the lefle, that fytteth • on th cRychay. 
And there abputeben many goude Hylles and 
fayre, and many fay reWoodes, and eke wylde 
Beeftes. 

And he that wylle goon by an other way, 
he mote goon by th? Playnqs of Romayne, 
po^ynge the Romayne See. Uppon that Coft, 
ys a woundur fayre Caftelle, that men clepen 
Fhrathe. And. whanne that a man ys out? 
of that ylke Hylles, men paflen thepne tho- 
rewe a Cytee, that ys called Maryoche and 
Arteyfe, whare that ys a grete Brygge uppoij 
the Ryvere of Fernet that men elepen w Faf- 
far :■ and hyt ys a grete Ryvere, beryngc 
Sehyppe?. And by fyde theCytee of c Dm*s., 
ys a Ryvere that cometh from the Mopp- 
teyne of Lyhane y that men hyt pallen Alban*. 
Atte paffynge of thys Ryvere, 
lofte hys two Sones, whanne that he hadde 
loft hys WyfFe. And yt gopth thqrewe the 
Plaync of Artbadoe ; apd fQ un to the Reed 
See. And fa men moten goon up to the Cy¬ 
tee of Thenney and fo up to the Cytee of 
Ferne. And Antyqche ys a ful fay re Cytee 
and wel walled. For hyt ys two Myle longe> 
and eche Pylere of the Brygge thare ys a goud 
\Toure. And thysys the beeft cytee of thekyng- 

P Super fiuvtum Reclay , L. 8^ P. 
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dom of Surrye. And from Antyoche, men moten 
fp forth goon un to the Gy tee of Lacuthe ; and 
thanne un to Geble ; and thanne un tyl Tour- 
tous: and thare by ys the Lande of Cambre, 
whare that ys a ftroqge Caftelle, that men 
clepen Maubeke. And from Tourtoufe men 
goon un to Thryple, uppon the See. And 
uppon the See, men goon unto T)acres ; and 
thare ben two Weyes un to J erufalem: Up¬ 
pon the Iyfte way, men goon fyrft un to %>a- 
mas, by Flome Jordane : uppon the ryzt 
fyde, men goon thorewe the Lande of Fla- 
gam, apd fb un to the Cy tee of Cay f has ; of 
the whiche Caypbas was Lord: and fom clepr 
cth hyt the Cafrelle ‘Pellerynez: And from 
thens ys foure dayes Journeys un to Jeru¬ 
salem : And they goon thorewe Cefarye Tby- 
lyppum and Jaffe and Ramys and Emaux x and 
fo unto Jerufalem. 

Now have I told yow fom of the Wayes* 
by the Lande, and eke by Water, how that 
men mowen goon unto Jerufalem : c they 
that hyt be fo, that there been many other 
Wayes, that men goon by, aftur Countrees, 
that thay comen fram, nevere the lafTe thay 
turne alle un tylle an ende. Yet is thare,a 
>yay, alle by lande, pn to Jerufalem, and 
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pafle noon See; that ys from Fraunce or 
Flaundres: bat that Way ys full Iange and 
perylous, of grete Travayle; and thare fore 
fjpwe goon that ylke way. And who fo goorh 
that,he mote goon thorewe Altnayn and ‘trays ; 
and fo un tp Tartarye. This Tartarye ys 
holden of the great Chan , of whom y fchal 
ipeke more afterwarde. For thydur lafteth 
hys Lordfchup. And the Lordes of Tarta¬ 
rye yeldeth unto the grete Chan Trybute. 
Thys ys a ful ille Lande, aud a londye, and 
wel lytel fruyt beryng. For thare groweth 
lytcl goude of Corne or Wyn, ne Benes ne 
Pefe: but Beefles ben thare y nowe, and that 
ful grete plente And thare ete thay nouzt 
but Flefche with outen Brede; and thay foupe 
the Brothe there of: and alfo thay drynke 
the mylk. And alle manere of wylde Beeftes 
they eten, d Houndes, Cattes, Rarouns, and 
alle othere wylde Beftcs. And thei have no 
Wode, or eHe lytylle. And therfore thei 
warmen and fethen here Mete with Hors Dong 
and Cow Dong, and of other Beftes, dryed 
azenfl the Sonne. And Princes and othere 
eten nor, but ones in the day; and that but 
lytillc. And thei ben righte foule folk and of 
fvyl kynde. And in Somer, be alle the Con-^ 

^ Thus far out of f. i. 
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trees, fallen many Tempeftes and many fey. 
doufe Thondres and Leytes* and flen mecne 
Peple and Beftes alfo, Me often tyme. And 
fpdeynly is there pafTynge hete, and fodeyn- 
ly alfo paffynge cold- And ft is the fonleft 
Contree, and the naoft curled, and the poreft, 
that men knowcu. And here Prince, that 
governcthe that Contree, that thei plepen 
Bathos dnellethe at the Cytee of Orda. And 
trenly no gode man fcholde not duellen in that 
Contre. For the Lond and the Contree is not 
worthi Houndes to dwelle inne. It were a 
gode Contree to fowen inne Thriftelle and 
Breres and Broom and Thornes; and for no 
other thing is it not good. Nathelefs there is 
godeLondc inliim place; but it is pure litille, 
as men feyn. I have not ben in that Contree, 
ne be tho Weyes: but I have ben at other 
Londes, that marchcn to tho Contrees; and 
in the Lond otRuffye, and in the Lond of Ny~ 
and in the Rome oiCrako >, and of Letto % 
and in the Reme of 2 'iareflen, and in manye 
ocher places, that marcben to the Codes: but 
I wente never be that wey e to Jerufalem ; 
wherfore I may not wel telle zou the manere., 
But zif this matiere plefe to ony worthi man, 
that hathe gon be that weye, be may telle ir, 
zif him lyke; to that entente that tho that, 
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Wblego by that Weye, and waken here viagfc 
be tho Cbttes, mowen knowen what weye is 
there. For no man may pafle be that Weyfe 
godely, bnt ih tyme of Wyntir, for the pe¬ 
rilous Wattes, and wykkedeMareyes that beti 
10 tfab COntreeS* that no man may palTe, but 
lif it be ftrong Froft, and Snowe aboven. For 
2if the SnoW lie Were, men myght not gob 
upon theYfe, ne Hots be Carre nouther. And 
ft is wel a 3 Journeys of fuche Weye, to pafle 
frb ‘Pntjfe to the Lbnd of Sarazin habitable. 
And it behovethe to. the Criftene men, that 
tchuiie Wetrc azen hem every Zeer, to here 
here Vitaylies with hem: for thei fehallefynde 
there no good. And than molt thei let carye 
here Vitaylle upon the Yfe, with Carres that 
have no Wheeles, that thei. depen Sdeyes. 
And als longe as here Vitaylles laften, thei 
may abide there, but no longer. For there 
fchulle thei fynde no'Wight, that will ielle 
hem ony Vitaille or ony thing. And whan 
the Spyes feen ony Criftene men comen up¬ 
on hem, thei rennen to the Townes, and 
cryen witha lo wd voys, Kerr a, Kerr a, Kerr a ; 
and than anon thei armen hem and aflemblen 
hem to gydere. 

And 2ee fchulle undirftonde, that it frefethe 
more ftrongly in tho Contrees than on this 

half; 
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half; and therfore bathe every man Stewe* 
in his Hous, and in tho Stewes thei eten and 

, t 

don here Occupations, alle that thei may. 
For that is at the Northe parties, that men 
clepen the &eptentrionetie, where it is alle 
only cold. For the Sonne is but lytille or 
non toward tho Contreyes: and therfore in 
the Septcntryon, that is verry Northe, is the 
Lond fo cold, that no man may duelle there.: 
and in the contrarye, toward the Southe, it 
is fo hoot, that no man ne may, duelle there; 
becaufe that the Sonne, whan he is upon the 
Southe, caftethe his Bernes alle ftreghte up¬ 
on that partye. 

*»*s»»*a**»******«««»ft«>»a*tt*3a*« 

Cap. XII. 

Of the Cujiomes of Saralines, and of 
hire Lawe ; and how the Soudan ar¬ 
te fond me, AuBour of this Book. 
And of the begynnynge of Macho- 
mete. 

N OW becaufe that I have fpoken of Sa- 
razines and of here Contree, now zif 
zee wil knowe a party of here Lawe and of 

here 
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hcreBeleye, I fchalle telle zou, aftre that here 
Book, that is dept Alkaron , teUethe. And 
iiun men depen that Book Mejhaf: and fum 
men depen it Harme , aftre the dyverfe Lan- 
gages of the Contree. The whiche Book 
Machamete toke hem. In the whiche Boke, 
among other thinges, is writen, as I have of¬ 
ten tyme feen and radd, that the Gode fchulle 
gon to Paradys, and theEvele to Helle: and 
that beleven alle Sarrazines. And zif a Man 
aske hem, what Paradys thei menen; thei 
feyn,. to Paradys, that is a place of Delytes, 
where men fchulle fynde alle maner of Frutes, 
in alle Cefouns, and Ryveres rennynge of 
Mylk and Hony, and of Wyn, and offwete 
Watre; and that thei fchulle have faireHoufes 
and noble, every man aftre his Diflert, made 
of precyous Stones, and of Gold, and of Syl- 
ver ; and that every man fchalle have e 80 
Wyfes, alle Maydenes; and he fchalle have 
ado every day with hem, and zit he fchalle 
fynden hem alle weys Maydenes. Alfo thei 
beleeven and fpeke gladly of theVirgine Ma¬ 
rie and of the Incarnacioun. And thei fcyn, 
that Marye was taughte of the Angel; and 
that Gabrielle feyde to hire, that iche was 
forchofen from the beg) nnynge of the World; 

‘ c jo. £. t, i 9 4. L. 1, 90. V. i> i, 
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and that he fchewed to hire the Incdrnactotid 
of Jefa drift ; ?nd that fche toftcey red &d 
bare Child, Mayden: and that wy thefletlw 
here Boke. And thei feyn alfo, thitjefti 
Criji ipak als ibfle as he was bom; aftd that 
he was aft Holy Ptophtte and a trewe, id 
woord and dede, and mcke add pytous and 
rlghtefblle and With odten ony vyce. Aftd 
thei feyn alio, that whan the Angel fcheWed 
the Iflcamacioun of drift tmto marie , fche 
Was zong, aftd had gret drede. For there waS 
thSne an Eftchantottr In theContree, that deled 
with Wycche craft, thar men clepteft Tak- 
fiia y that be his EnCbailntertteiltes COWde make 
him ift lyknefTe of an Angel, and wente Often 
fymes aftd lay With Maydeiies: and therfbre 
Marie dredde, left it hadde ben taknia , that 
cam for to defceyve the Maydenes. And 
therfore fche conjured the Angel, that he 
fcholde telle hire, zif it were he or no; And 
the Angel anfwerdeandfeyde, that fche fcholde 
have no drede of him: for he was verty Me£ 
lager of Jefu Crift. Alio here Book feythe, 
that whan that fche had childed undre a Palme 
Tree, fche had gret fchame, that fche hadde 
a Child; and fche grette, and feyde, that fche 
wolde that fche hadde ben ded. And anon 
the Child ipak to hire and comforted hire* and 
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feyde, Modir, ne difmaye the noughte; for 
God bathe hidd in the his prevytees, for the 
falvacioun of the World. And in othere ma- 
.. ny places fey the here Alkaron , that Jefu Crijl 
fpak als lone as he was born. And that Book 
leythe alfo, that Jefu was fent from God alle 
myghty, for to ben Myrour and Enlample 
and r Tokne to alle men. And the Alkaron 
leythe alfo of the day of Doom, how God 
lchal come to deme alle maner of folk and 
the Gode he fchalle drawen on his fyde, and 
putte hem in to BlilTe; and the wykkede he 
(fchal condempne to the peynes of Helle. And 
amonges alle Prophetes, Jefu was the mod 
excellent and the mode worthi, next God; 
and that he made the Gofpelles, in the whiche 
is gode Do&ryne and helefulle, fulle of Cha- 
ritee and Sothefadnelfe, and trewe prechinge 
to hem that beleeven in God; and that he 
was a verry Prophete, and more than a Pro- 
phete; and lyved with outen Synne, and zaf 
lyghte to the Blynde, and helede the Lepres, 
and reylede dede men, and deyghe to Hevene. 
And whan thei mowe holden the Boke of the 
Golpelles of onre Lord wricen, and namely, 
Mijfus eft Angelas Gabriel ; that Gofpel thei 
leyo, tho that ben lettred, often tymes in here 
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Orifbuns, and thei kiflen it and worfchipcn it, 
with gret devocioun. Thei fatten an hool 
Monethe in the Zeer, and eten noughte but 
be nyghte, and thei kepen hem fro here Wyfes 
alle that Monethe: but the feke men be not 
conftreyned to that Faft. Alfo this Book 
fpekethe of Jewes ; and ley the, that thei ben 
curfed; for thei wolde not beleven, that JeJU 
Crift was comen of God; and that thei lyeden 
falfely on Marie and on hire Sone JeJit Crift , 
feyenge that thei hadden crucyfyed Jefu the 
Sone of Marie: for he was nevere crucyfy¬ 
ed, as thei feyn; but that God made him to 
ftye up to him with oufen Dethe, and with 
outen Anoye: but he transfigured his Jyknefle 
in to Judas Scariothe , and him crucyfyeden 
the Jewes , and wenden, that it had ben Je- 
fus: but Je/its fteyghe to Hevenes alle quyk; 
and therfore thei feyn, that the Criftene men 
erren and han no gode knowleche of this, and 
that thei beleeven folyly and falfly, that JeJ* 
Crift was crucyfyed And thei feyn zit, that 
and he had ben crucyfyed, that God had don 
azen his rightewifnefle, for to fuffre Jefu Crift, 
that was innocent, to ben put upon the Cros, 
with outen Gylt. And in this Article the! 
feyn, that wee fay Ien, and that the gret Righte- 
wifnefTe of God ne myghte not fuffre fb gret 
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a wrong. And in this, faylethe here Feythe. 
For thei knoulechen wel, that theWerkcsof 
Jefu Crifl ben gode, and his Wordes and his 
Dedes and his Dodtryne by his Gofpelles, 
weren trewe, and his Meracles alfo trewe; 
and the blcfled Virgine Marie is good, and 
holy Mayden, before and aftre the Birthe 
of Jefu Criji ; and that alle tho, that beleven 
perfidy in God, fchol ben faved. And be- 
caufe that thei gon (b nye oure Fey the, thei 
ben lyghtly converted toCriftene Lawe, whan 
men prechen hem and fchewen hem diftyndfc- 
ly the Lawe of Jefu Crif , and tellen hem of 
the Prophecyes. And alfo thei feyn, that thei 
knowen wel, be the Prophecyes, that the 
Lawe of AfofAflJwe/efchallefaylcn, as the Lawe 
of the Jewes dide; and that the Lawe of 
Criftenepeplefchalle Iafte to the day of Doom. 
And zif ony man aske hem, what is here Be- 
leeve; thei anfweren thus, and in this forme, 
Wee beleven God Formyour of Hevene and 
of Erthe and of alle othere thinges, that he 
made. And withouten him is no thing made. 
And we beleven of the day of Doom, and 
that every man fchalle have his Meryte, af¬ 
tre he hathe diflerved. And we beleve it for 
Sothe, alle that God hathe feyd be the mouthes 
of his Prophetes. Alfo Machomet cSmand- 
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ed in his Alkaron, that every man fcholde 
have z Wyfes or 3 or 4; but now thei ta¬ 
ken unto 9, and of Lemmanes, als manye ay 
he may fufteyne. And zif ony of here Wyfes 
mys beren hem azenfl hire Husbonde, he may 
cafle hire out of his Houfe, and departe from 
him* and take another: but he fchalle departe 
' with hire his Godes. Alfo whan men fpeken 
to hem, of the Fadre and of the Sone and 
of the Holy Goft, thei feyn, that thei ben 3 
perfones; but not o God. Fore here Alka- 
ron fpekethe not of the Trynyte. But thei 
feyn wel, that God bathe Ipeche, and elle 
where he dowmb; and God hathe alfo a Spi¬ 
rit, thei knowen wel, for elle thei feyn, he 
were not in ly ve. And whan men fpeken to 
hem of the Incarnaciott, how that, be the 
word of the Angel, God fente his Wyldom 
in to Erthe, and enumbred him in the Virgyne 
Marie: And be the woord of God, fchulle 
the Dede be reyfed, at the day of Doom; 
thei feyn, that it is Sothe, and that the Woord 
of God hathe gret Strengthe. And thei feyn, 
that whofo knew not the Woord of God, he 
fcholde not knowe God. And thei feyn alfo, 
that Jefu Criji is the Woord of God; and fo 
feythe here Alkarotty where it feythe, that 
the Angel fpak to Marie and feyde, Marie , 

God 
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God fchalle prechc the Gofpel be the Woord 
of his Mowthe, and his name fchalle be dept 
Jefu Crift. Aad thei feyn alfo, that Abra¬ 
ham was, Frend to God, and that Moyfes was 
famileer fpekere with God ; and Jefu Crift 
was the Woord and the Spirit of God; and 
that Machomete was right Meflager of God. 
And thei feyn, that of theife 4, Jefu was the 
moll worthi and the mod excellent and the 
mod gret: fo that thei han many gode Arti¬ 
cles of oure Feythe, alle be it that thei have 
so partite -Lawe and Feythe, as Cridene men 
han; and therforeben thei lightly converted; 
and namely, tho that undirdonden the Scrip¬ 
tures and the Prophccyes. For thei han the 
Gofpelles and the Prophecyes and the Byble, 
writen in JiereLangage. Wherfore thei conne 
meche of Holy Wrytt, but thei undirftonde 
it not, but aftre the Lettre: and fo don the 
Jewess For thei undirdonde not the Lettre 
godly, but.bodyly : and therforc-ben thei re- 
preved of the wile, that godly underftonden 
it. And therfbre feythe feynt Tout ; Liter a 
Occidit ; Sftiritus viviftcat. Alfo the Sara- 
zines feyn, that the Jewes ben curled: for 
thei han defouled the Lawe, that God lente 
hem be Moyfes. And the Cridene ben cuifed 
§Jlo, as tjhei feyn: for thei Kepen not the 
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Comandementes and the Preceptes of the Go- 
fpelle, that Jefu Criji taughte hem. And 
therfore I fchalle telle zou, what the Soudan 
tolde me, upon a day, in his Chambre. He 
leet voyden out of his Chambre alle maner 
of men, Lordes and othere: for he wolde 
fpeke with me in Confeille. And rhere he 
askede me, how the Criftene men governed 
hem in oureContree. And Ifeyde him, Righte 
wel: thonked be God. And he feyde me, 
Treulyche, nay: for zee Criftene men ne 
re&hen righte noghte how untrewl, to ferve 
God. Ze fcholde zeven enfample to the lew- 
cd peple, for to do wel; and zee zeven hem 
enfample to don evylle. For the Comownes, 
upon feftyfulle dayes, whan thei fcholden gon 
to Chirche to ferve God, than gon thei to 
Tavernes, and ben there in glotony, alle the 
day and alle nyghte, and cten and drynken, 
as Bedes that have no refoun, and wite not 
whan thei have y now. And alio the Criftene 
men enforcen hem, in alle maneres that thei 
mowen, for to fighte, and for to defceyven 
that on that other. And there with alle thei 
ben fo proude, that thei knowen not how to 
ben clothed; now long, now fchort, now 
ftreyt, now large, now fwerded, now dagger¬ 
ed, and in alle manere gyfes. Thei icholden 
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ben fymplc, meke and trewe, and fulle of 
Aimes dede, as JheJit was, in whom thei 
trowe: but thei ben alle the contrarie, and 
evere enclyned to the Evylle, and to don e- 
vylle. And thei ben fo coveytous, that for 
a lytylle Sylver, thei fellen here Doughtres, 
here Suftres and here owneWyfes, to putten 
hem to Leccherie. And on with drawethe 
the Wif of another : and non of hem hold- 
ethe Feythe to another : but thei defoulcn 
here Lawe, that JbeJit Criji betook hem to 
kepe, for here Salvacioun. And thus for here 
Synnes, ban thei loft alle this Lond, that wee 
holden. For, for hire Synnes here God hathe ta¬ 
ken hem in to oure Hondes, noghte only be 
Strengthe of our felf, but for here Synnes. For 
weeknowenwel in verryfothe, that whan zee 
lerve God, God wil helpe zou: and whan he 
is with zou, no man may be azenft zou. And 
that knowe we wel, be oure Prophecyes, that 
Criftene men fohulle wynnen azen this Lond 
out of oure Hondes, whan thei ferven God 
more devoutly. But als longe als thei ben of 
foule and of unclene Lyvynge, (as thei beu 
now) wee have no drede of hem, in no kynde: 
for here God wil not helpen hem in no wife. 
And than I asked him, how he knew the State 
of Criftene men. And he anfwerde me, that 
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he knew alle the (late of the Comounes alfo, 
behisMeflaogeres, that he fente to alleLondes, 
in manere as thei weren Marchauntes of pre- 
cyous Stones, of Clothes of Gold aod of o- 
there thinges; for to knowen the manere of 
every Contree amonges Criftene men. And 
than he leet clepe in alle the Lordes, that he 
made voyden firft out of his Chambre ; and 
there he fchewed me 4, that weren grete 
Lordes in the Contree, that tolden me of my 
Contree, and of many othere Criftene Con- 
trees, als wel as thei had ben of the lame Con¬ 
tree: and thei Ipak Freniche righte wel; and 
the Sowdan alfo, where of I had gret Mar- 
vaylle. Allas! that it is gret fciaundre to oure 
Feythe and to oure Lawe, whan folk that 
ben with outen Lawe, fchulle repreven us and 
undernemen us of oure Synncs. And thei 
that fcholden ben converted to Crtji and to 
the Lawe of Jhefo , be oure gode Enlamples 
and be oure acceptable Lif to God, and lo 
converted to the Lawe of Jhefu Crifi ', ben 
thorghe oure Wykkednefle and evylle ly vynge, 
fer fro us and Straungeres fro the holy and 
verry Belecve, fchulle thus appelen us and hol- 
den us for wykkede Lyveres and curled. And 
treuly thei fey fothe. For the Sarazines ben 
gode and feythfulle. For thei kepen entierly 
the Comaundement of the Holy Book Alka- 
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ron, that God fente hem be his Meflager Ma- 
chomet ; to the whiche, as thei feyne, feynt 
Gabrtelle the Aungel often tyme tolde the 
wille of God. And zee fchulle undirftondc, 
that Maihamote was born in Arabye , that 
was firft a pore Knave, that kept Cameles, that 
wenten with Marchantes for Marchandize; 
and fo befelle, that he wente with the Mar- 
chandes in to Egipt: and thei weren than 
Criftene, in tho partyes. And at the Defertes 
of Arabye* he wente in to aChapelle, where 
a Eremyte duelte. And whan he entred in 
to the Chapelle, that was but a lytille and a 
low thing, and had but a lityl Dore and a 
low, than the Entree began to wexe lo gret 
and fo large and fo highe, as thoughe it had 
ben of a gret Mynftre, or the Zate of a Pa- 
leys. And this was the firfte Myracle, the 
Sarazins feyn, that Machomete dide in his 
Zouthe. Aftre began he for to wexe wylc 
and riche ; and he was a gret Altronomer: 
and aftre he was Goverononr and Prince of 
the Lond of Cozrodane ; and he governed it 
fully wifely, in fuche manere, that whan the 
Prince was ded, he toke the Lady to Wyfe, 
that highte Gadrige. And Machomete felle 
often in the grere Sikenefle, that men callen 
the fallynge Evylle: wherfore the Lady was 
* fiilic 
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ftille forry, that evere fche toke him to Huf- 
bonde. But Machomete made hire to beleeve, 
that alle tymes, whan he felle fo, Gabriel 
the Angel cam for to fpcke With him ; and 
for the gret lighte and brightnefle of the An- 
gelle, he myghte not fufteyne him fro fal- 
lyoge. And therfore the Sarazines feyn, that 
Gabriel cam often to fpeke with him. This 
Machomete regned in Arabye, the Zeer of 
oure Lord Jhefu Crift <Sio; and was of the 
Generacionn of Tfmael, that was Abrahames , 
Sone, that he gat upon Agar his Cbamberere. 
And therfore ther ben Sarazines , that ben 
dept IJmaelytenes ; and sttme Agaryenes , of 
Agar: and the othere propurly ben clept Sar- 
razinest of Sarra: and sDmeben dept Moa- 
bytes, and sttme Amonytes ; fro the x Sones 
of Lothe, Moab and Amon , that he begat on 
his Doughtres, that weren aftirward grete 
erthely Princes. And alfo Machomete loved 
wel a gode Hcremyte, that duelled in the De- 
fertes, a Myle fro Mount Synay, in theWeye 
that men gon fro Arabye toward Caldee , and 
toward Tnde, o day journey fro the See, 
where the Marchauntes of Venyfe comen of¬ 
ten for Marchandile. And fo often wente 
Machomete to this Heremyte, that alle his 

men weren wrothc; forhe'wolde gladly here 
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this Heremyte preche, and make his men wake 
alle nyghte: and therfore his men thoughten 
to putre the Heremyte to Dethe : and fo it 
befelle upon a nyght, that Macbomete was 
dtonken of gode Wyn, and he felle on flepe; 
and his men toke Macbometes Swerd out of 
his Schethe, whils he flepte, and there with 
thei flowghe this Heremyte; and putten his 
Swerd alle blody in his Schethe azen. And 
at morwe, whan he fond the Heremyte ded, 
he was fulle Tory and wrothe, and wolde have 
don his men to Dethe: but thei alle with on 
accord ieyd, that he him felf had flayn him, 
when he was dronken, and fchewed him his 
Swerd alle blody: and he trowed, that thei 
haddep feyd fothe. And than he curfed the 
Wyn, and alle tho that drynken it. And 
therfore Sarrazinej, that be devour, drynken 
nevere no Wyn: but sflme drynken it prevy- 
ly. For zif thei dronken it openly, thei fcholde 
ben repreved. But thei drynken gode Beve¬ 
rage and fwete and noryslhynge, that is made 
of Galamelle: and that is that men maken 
Sugar o£ that is of righte gode favour: and 
it is gode for the Breed. Alfo it befallethe 
iumtyme, that Criftene men becomen Sara- 
zines, outher for povertce, or for fymplenefle, 
or elles for here owne wykkednelTe. And 
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therfore the Archiflamyn or the Flamyn, as 
oare Erchebislhopp or Bisfhopp, whan he ref 
ceyvethe hem, feythe thus, La ellec , Sila. 
Machomete rores alia: that is to feyc; There 
is no God but on, and Machomete his Mef- 
fager. 

Cap. XIII. 

Of the Londes of Albanye, and of Li- ' 
bye. Of the IVtsJhtnges , for IVac- 
chtnge of the Sperhauk $ and of Noes 
Schippe. 

N OW lithe I have told zou beforn of the 
Holy Lond, and of that Contree a- 
bouten, and of many Weyes for to go to that 
Lond, and to the Mount Synay, and of Ba- 
bylcyne the more and the lefle, and to other 
places, that I have fpoken beforn; now is 
tyme, zif it Iyke zou, for to telle zou of the 
Marches and lies, and dy verle Belles, and of 
dyverle folk bezond theife Marches. For in 
tho Contrees bezonden, ben many dyverle 
Contrees, and many grete Kyngdomes; that 
ben departed be the 4 FJodes, that comen from 
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Paradys terreflre. For Mefopotayme and the 
Kyngdo of Caldee and Arabye, ben betwene 
the x Ryveres of Tygre and of Eufrates. 
And the Kyngdom of Mede and of < PerJye r 
ben betwene the Ryveres of Nile and of 77 - 
gres. And the Kyngdom of Syrie, where of 
I have fpoken beforn, and Talejiyne and The- 
nycie, ben betwene Eufrates and the See Me- 
dyterrane: the whicheSeeduretheinLengthe, 
fro Mayrok, upon the See of Spayne, unto 
the grete See; fo that it laftethe bezonde Co- 
fiantynople 3040 Myles of Lombardye. And 
toward the Sec Occyan in Tnde, is the Kyng¬ 
dom o{ Shit hie, that is alle clofed withHilles. 
And aftre undre Sc bit hie, and fro the See of 
Cafpie, unto the Flom Thainy , \sAmazqyne, 
that is the Lond of Femynye, where that no 
man is, but only alle Wommen. And ?ftre is 
Albanye, a fulle gret Reme. And it is clept 
Albanye y becaufe the Folk ben whitere there, 
than in other Marches there abouten.' And 
in that Contree ben lb gret Houndes and fo 
ftronge, that thei aiTaylen Lyouns, and fleu 
hem. And thanne aftre is Hircanye , Battrye, 
Htberye, and many other Kyngdomes. And 
betwene the rede See and the See Occyan, to¬ 
ward the Southe, is the Kyngdom of Ethiope, 
and of Lybye the byere. The which Lond 
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of Lybye, (that is to ffeyne Libye the lowe) 
that begynnethe at the See of Spayne, fro 
thens where the Pyleres of Hercules ben, and 
durethe unto aneyntes Egipt and toward E- 
thiope. In that Contree of Libye, is the See 
more highe than the Lond ; and it femethc 
that it wolde covere the Erthe, and narheles 
Tit ir pallet he not his Markes. And men feen 
in that Centre a Mountayne, to the whiche 
no man comethe. In this Lond of Libye, 
whofb turtethe toward the Eft, the Schadewe 
Of him (elf is on the right fyde: and here in 
onre Contree, the fchadwe is on the left lyde. 
In that See of Libye, is no FifTche : for thei 
mowe not lyve ne dure, for the gret hete of 
the Sonne; becaufe that the Watre is cver- 
mote boyllynge, for the gret hete. And ma¬ 
ny othere Londes there ben, that it were to 
long to tellen or to nombren: but of ium 
parties, I fchal fpeke more pleynly here 
aftre.’ 

Whofb wil thanne gon toward Tart arte, 
toward ‘Perji'e, toward Caldee , and toward 
T*de, he moft entre the See, at Gene or at 
Venyfe or at fum other Havcne, that I have 
told TOu before. And than pafle men the 
See, and arryven at Trapazmd, that is a gode 
Cytee; and it was wont to ben the Havene 
3 of 
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of Pountz. There is the Havene of Ter- 
fanes and of Medaynes and of the Marches 
there bezonde. In that Cytee lythe leynt A- 
thanafie\ that wasBislhopp oiAltfandre, that 
made the Pfalm, Quicunq-, vult. This A- 
thanafius was a gret Dodour of Dyvynytee: 
and becaufe that he preched and fpak lo depe- 
ly of Dyvynytee and of theGodhede, he was. 
accuied to the Pope of Rome , that he was an 
Heretyk. Wherfore the Pope fente aftre hym, 
and putte him in Prefoun: and whik he was 
in Prefoun, he made that ‘Pfalm-, and lente it 
to the Pope, and leyde; that zif he were an 
Heretyk, that was that Herefie; for that, he 
leyde, was his Beleeve. And whan the Pope 
fanghe it, and had examyned it, that it was 
parfite andgode, and verryly oureFeythe and 
oure Beleeve, he made him to ben delyvered 
out of Preloun, and cbmanded that Pfalm to 
ben feyd every day at Pryme: and lb he held 
Athanafie a godc man. But he wolde nevere 
go to his Bislhopriche azen, becaufe that thei 
accuied him of Herelye. Trafazond was 
wont to ben holden of the Emperour of Co- 
Jlantynofle: but a gret man, that he fente for 
to kepe the Contree azenft the Turkes , ulurp- 
edtheLond, and helde it to himfdf, and dop¬ 
ed him Emperour of Trapaeond. 

And 
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And from thens, men gon thorghe lit tile 
Ermonye. And in that Contree is an old 
Caftelle, that ftont upon a Roche,, the whiche 
is cleped the Caftelle of the Sparrehawk, that 
is bezonde the Cytee of Layays, befide the 
Town of Tharfipee, that belongethe to the 
Lordlchipe of Cruk ; that is a riche Lord and 
a gode Criftene man ; where men fynden a 
Sparehauk upon a Perche righte fair, and 
righte wel made ; and a fayre Lady of 
Fayrye, that kepethe it. And who that wil 
wake that Sparhauk, 7 dayes and 7 nyghtes; 
and as stlme men feyn, 3 dayes and 3 nyghtes, 
with outen Companye and with outen Sleep, 
that faire Lady fchal zeven him, whan he 
hathe don, the firft Wyflche, that he wil 
wyflche, of erthely thinges: and that hathe 
been proved often tymes. And o tyme be- 
felle, that a Kyng of Ermonye , that was a 
worthi Knyght and doughty man and a noble 
Prince, woke that Hauk fum tyme: and at 
the ende of 7 dayes and 7 nyghtes, the Lady 
cam to him, and bad him wiflchen; for he 
he had wel diflerved it. And he anfwerde,that 
he was gret Lord y now, and wel in pees, 
a nd hadde y nowghe of worldly Ricchefle; 
and therfore he wolde wislhe non other thing, 
but the body of that faire Lady, to have it at 
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W Wifie. And fche anfwcrdc hi®, that hS 
knew not what be asked; and feyde, that he 
was- a Fool, to defire that he myghte not 
have > for fohe feyde, that he feholde not 
aske, but erthely thing: for fche was nOn 
erthely thing, but a goftly thing. And the 
Kyng feyde, that he ne wolde asked non o- 
ther thing. And the Lady anfwerde,. Sythe 
that I may not withdrawe zda fro zoure lewed 
Corage, I fchai zeve zon with outed wyf 
fchinge* and to alle hem that fchulle com of 
zou. Sire Kyng; zefe fchulle have Werre witb- 
outen Pees, and alle Weys to the 9 Degree, 
zee fchulle ben in Subjeccioun of zoure Ene- 
myes; and zee fchulle ben nedy of alle Gcdes. 
Add nevere fithcny nonther the Kyng of Er- 
menycy ne the Cbatrce, weren never in Pees, 
ne thci hadden never fichen plentefe of Godes; 
and thei han ben firhea alle weyes undre Tri¬ 
bute of the Sarrazines. Allb the lone of a 
pore ina!» woke that Haake, and wisflied that 
he myghte 8 cheve Wei, and to ben happy 
to Marchandiie. And the Lady graunted him. 
And he becam the moil riche and the mod 
famoufe Marchaunr, that myghte ben on See 
or on Erthe. % And he becam fb riche, that 
he knew not the 1000 part of that he hadde: 

8 Chet r#r, F. 
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and he was wyfere, in wiftchynge, than wis 
the Kyng. Alfb a Knyght of the Temple 
wooke there; and wy Ached a Purs evere more 
fulle of Gold; and the Lady graunted him. 
But fche feyde him, that he had asked the 
deftruccioun of here Ordre; for the truft and 
the affiance of that Purs, and for the grete 
pryde, that thei fcholde haven: and fo it was. 
And therfore loke, he kepe him wel, that 
fchalle wake: for zif he Aepe, he is loft, that 
nevere man fchalle feen him more. This is 
not the righte Weye for to go to the parties, 
that I have nempned before; but for to fee 
the Merveyle, that I have fpoken of. 

And therfore who ib will go right weye* 
men gon fro Trapazond toward Ermonye the 
grete., unto a Cy tee that is clcpt h Artyroun , 
that was wont to ben a gode Cytee and a 
plentyous; but the Turkes han gretly wafted 
it. There aboute growethe no Wyn nc Fruyr, 
but litylle or elle non. In this Lond, is the 
Erthe more highe than in ony other j and 
that makethe gret cold. And there ben many 
gode Watres, ancl gode Welles, that comen 
undre erthe, fro the Flom of Paradys, that is 
clept Eufrates, that is a Jorneye * beiyde that 
Cytee. And that Ryvere comethe towardes 

h Atfirot, L. 1, i. * Ab ilia Civitati, L. 
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Tnde, undre Erthe, and refortethe in to the 
Lond of k Aitazar. And fo pafle men be this 
Ermonie, and entren the See of Ter fie. Fro 
that Cytee of Artyroun , go men to an Hille, 
that is clept 1 Sabijfocolte. And there bef> de 
is another Hille, that men clepen Ararathe: 
but the Jewes clepen it m Taneez ; where 
Noes Schipp reded, and iit is upon that Mon- 
tayne: and men may feen it a ferr, in cleer 
Wedre: and that Montayne is wel a 7 Myle 
highe. And fum men ieyn, that thei han 
leen and touched the Schipp; and put here 
Fyngres in the parties, where the Fcend went 
bur* whan that Noe feyde, Benedicite. But 
thei that leyn fucheWordes, feyn hereWille: 
for a man may not gon up the Montayne, for 
gret plentee of Snow, that is alle weys on 
that Montayne ; nouther Somer ne Wynter: 
fo that no man may gon up there; ne nevere 
man dide, fithe the tyme of Noe; faf aMonk, 
that, be the grace of God, broughte on of 
the Plankes doun; that zit is in the Myndre, 
at the foot of the Montayne. And beiyde is 
the Cytee of ‘Dayne , that Noe founded. And 
fade by is the Cytee of Any , in the whiche 
Were a 1000 Chirches. But upon that Mon- 

k Aliaaar t L. t, 2. * Sabijfabella, L. I, 2. 
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tayne, to goo up, this Monk had gret def!r j 
and fo upon a day, be wente up; and whan 
he was upward the 3 part of the Montayne* 
he was fo wery* that he tnyghte no ferthere, 
and lo he reded him, and felle o llepe; and 
Whan he awook, he fonde him felf liggynge 
at the foot of the Montayoe. And than he 
preyede devoutly to God, that he wolde 
vouche faf to fuflre him gon up. And an 
Aogelle cam to him, and feyde, that he 
Icholde gon up; and fo be dide. And fithe 
that tyme, never non. Wherfore jnenfcholdc 
not belceVc fuehe Woordes. 

Fro that Montayne go men to the Cytee 
of Thaurifo , that was wont to ben dept 
Taxis, that is a fulle fair Cytee, and a gret, 
and on of the befte, that is in the World, for 
Marcbaudife: and it is in the Lond of the 
EUnpcrour of Terjie. And men leyn, that 
the Empcrour taketbe more gode, in that Cy¬ 
tee, for Cuftom of Marehandife, than dothe 
the riccheft Criftene Kyng of alle his Reme, 
that livethe. For the Tolle and the Cuftom 
of his Marchantes is with outen eftymacioun 
to ben nombred. Befide that Cytee, is aHille 
of Salt} and of that Salt, every man takethe 
what he will, for to falte with, to his nede. 
There ducllen many Criftene men# undir Tri¬ 
bute 
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bate of Sarrazines. And fro that Cytee, 
men paflen be many Townes and Caftelles, 
in goynge toward Zhde, unto the Cytee of 
Sadonye , that is a io iourneyesfro Thaurifo ; 
and it is a fulle noble Cytee, and a gret. And 
there ducllethe the Emperour of 'Per/iti 
in Somer: for the Contree is cold y now. 
And there ben gode Ryvcres, berynge Schippes, 
Aftre go men the Weye toward Tnde t be 
many iorneyes, and be many Contreyes, un¬ 
to the Cytee, that is clept Cajfak , that is a 
fulle noble Cytee, and a plentyous of Cornes 
and Wynes, and of alle other Godes. This 
is the Cytee, where the 3 Kynges metten to 
gedre, whan thei wenten to fechen oure Lord 
in Bethlem , to worfehipe him, and to pre- 
fen te him with Gold, Enfence andMyrre. And 
it is from that Cytee to Bethleem S 3 iour- 
neyes. Fro that Cytee, men gon to another 
Cytee, that is clept Bethe, that is a iourneye 
fro the See, that men clepen the n gravely 
Sec. That is the belle Cytee, that the Em¬ 
perour ofTerJie hathe, in alle his Lond. And 
thei clepen it there Chardabago ; and others 
clepen it Vapa. And the 'Paytiemes feyn, 
that no Criftene man may not longe duclle, 
IHe enduren with the lif, in that Cytee: but 
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dyen with in fchort tyme; and no man know-i 
cthe not the cauie. Aftre gon men, be ma¬ 
ny Cytees and Townes, and grete Contrees*, 
that it were to longe to telle, onto the Cy- 
tee of Cornaa, that was wont to be fo gret, 
that the Walles abonten holden Myle a- 
boute. The Walles fchewen zit: but it is 
not alle enhabited. From Cornaa , go men be 
manyLondes, and many Cytees and Townes, 
unto the Lond of Job: and there endethe the. 
Lond of the JSmperour of Ter fie. 


Cap. XIV. 

Of the Lond. of Job ,• and of his Age. 
Of the A ray of menof Caldee. Of 
the Lond where Wommen duellen , 
with outen companye of men. Of 
the knouleche and vertues of the ver- 
ray Dyamant % 

A FTRE the departynge fro Cornaa-, men 
entren in to the lond of Job y that is a 
fullc fair Contrec, and a plentyous of alle 
Godes. And men clepen that Load, the Load 
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of Sweze. In that Lond, is the Cytee of 

• Theman. Job was a Tayneem, and he was 
h Are of Gofre his Sone, and held that Lond, 
as Prynce of that Contree; and he was fo 
riche, that he knew not the hundred part of 
his Godes. And die thoughe he were a ‘Pay- 
neenty natheles he ferved wel God, aftre his 
Lawe: and oure Lord tokc his Service to his 
pleiance. And whan he felle in poverte, he 
was 78 Zeer of Age. And aftre, whan God 
had preved his pacyence, and that it was fo 
gret, he broughte him azen to richefle, and 
to hiere Eftate than he was before. And af¬ 
tre that he was Kyng of Tdumyey aftre Kyng 
Efau. And whan he was Kyng, he was dept 
Jobab. And in that Kyngdom, he lyvede af¬ 
tre £ 170 Zere: and fo he was of Age, whan 
he dyede, 148 Zeer. In that Lond of Job , 
there nys no defaute of no thing, that is nedc- 
fnlle to mannes body. There ben Hilles, 
where men geten gret plentee of Manna, in 
gretter habundance, than in ony other Con- 
tree. This Manna is dept Bred of Aungeles; 
and it is a white thing, that is fulle fwete and 
righte delicyous, and more fwete than Hony 

• Hemon , L. 1, z. Thomar , E. 
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•or Sygre; and it coroethe of the deyv of Ho- 
y.ene, that failetbe upon the Herbes, in that 
Contree; aad it coqgeletbe and heeometh* 
©He white and fwete: ayd men putten it iq 
Medicynes for riche men, to make the Womb© 
lax, and to purge evylie blode: for it cleqletbe 
tbeJ 31 ode,andputtethe ontMalencolye. This 
J-ond of Job marcbethe to the Kyngdom of 
Caldee- This bond of Ctldee is faUegtet; 
and the Lapgagd of that Coptree is more gret 
in fownynge, than it is in other parties be- 
zoqde the See, Men paflen to go bezonde, be 
the T our of Bubiloyne thegrete; of the which© 
1 haye told zou before, where that alle the 
Langages weren hrft ebaunged. And that is 
a 4 Jorneyes fro Coldee. In that Rente, ben 
faire men, and thei gon fvdle nobely arrayed 
in Clothes of Gold, or frayed and apparayled 
with grete Perles and precyous Stones, fulle 
nobely: and the Women ben rights fonle and 
evylle arrayed; and thei gon alle bare fote, 
and clothed in evylle Garnementes, large and 
wyde, but thei ben fohorte to the Knees; 
and longe Sieves doun to the feet, Jyche a 
Moqkes Frokke; and here Sieves ben hong- 
y ng aboute here Schuldres; and thei ben blake 
Wdmen, foule and hidoufe; and treuly as 
foqle as thei ben, als eyele thei ben. In that 

Ryngdoq* 
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JCvcgdom of Caldee, in a Cytee, that is clept 
Jiur-f duelled There, Abrahames Fadre: and 
there was Abraham born; and that was in 
that ryme, that Nanus wa$ Kyng of Btbi- 
fyyitty of Arabyt and of Egypt. This Nu-t 
nut made the Cytee of Nynyvee , the whichc 
that Not bad begonoe before: and be caufe 
that Nunns performed it, be cleped it Ny* 
nyvee, aftre his owne name. There lythe 
fbobye the Propbete, of whom HoJy Write 
jppkethe offe. And fro that Cytee of Hur x 
Abraha departed, be the ebraandement of 
God, fro thens, aftre the Dethe of his Fadre j 
and ladde with him Sarra his Wif and Lot he 
his brotheres lone, becaufe that he hadde no 
Child- And thei wenten to duelie in the 
Lond of ChanaaMy in a place, that is clept 
Sychm. And this Lothe was he, that was 
faved, whan Sodom and Gomorre and the 0- 
there Cytees weren brent and fonkcodoun to 
Helle; where that the dede See is now, as I 
have told zou before. In that lond of Caldee t 
tbei han here propre Langages, and here pro- 
pre Lettres. 

Befyde the Lpnd of Caldee x is the Lond of 
Amazoyne. And in that Reme is alle W5- 
men, and no man; noght, as stune men feyn, 
fhat men mowe not lyve {here, but for be¬ 
cause 
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paufe that the W6men wil not fuffre no men 
amonges hem, to ben here Sovereynes. For 
fum tyme, ther was aKyng in that Contrey; 
and men maryed, as in other Contreyes: and 
fb befelle, that the Kyng had Werre, with 
hem of Sithie ; the whiche Kyng highte Co- 
lofeus , that was flayn in Bataylle, and alle 
the gode Blood of his Reme. And whan the 
Queen and alle the o^here noble Ladyes fawen, 
that thei weren alle Wydewes, and that alle 
the rialle Blood was loft, thei armed hem, and 
as Creatures out of Wy tt, thei flowen alle the 
men of the Contrey, that weren laft. For 
thei wolde, that alle the Women weren Wy¬ 
dewes, as the Queen and thpi weren. And 
fro that tyme hiderwardes, thei nevere wolden 
fuffren man to dwelle amonges hem, lenger 
than 7 dayes and 7 nyghtes; ne that no Child 
that were Male, fcholde duelle amonges hem, 
lenger than he were norylcht; and thanne 
lente to his Fader. And whan thei wil have 
ony companye of man, than thei drawen hem 
towardes the Londes marchynge next to he : 
and than thei have Loves, that ufen hem; 
and thei duellen with hem an 8 dayes or io; 
and thanne gon horn azen. And zif thei have 
ony knave Child, thei kepenita certeyn tyme, 
and than fenden it to the Fadir, whan he can, 
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gon allone, and eten be him feIf; or elle thei 
Been it: and. zif ic be a femele, thei don a- 
way that onPappe, with an hote Hiren: and 
zif it be a Womman of gret Lynage, thei don 
awey the left Pappe, that thei may the bet¬ 
ter beren a Scheeld: and zif it be a Woman 
of fymple Blood, thei don awey the ryzt 
Pappe, for to fcheten with Bowe Turkeys: 
for thei Ichote well with Bowes. In thatLond 
thei have a Queen, that governethe alle that 
Lond: and alle thei ben obeyflant to hire. 
And alweys thei maken here Queen by Elec- 
cioun, that is mod worthy in Armes. For 
thei ben right gode Werryoures, and wyle, 
noble and worthi. And thei gon often tyme 
in fowd, to help of other Kynges, in here 
Werres, for Gold and Sylver, as othere Sow- 
dyoures don: and thei meyntenen hem felf 
right vygourefly. This Lond of Amazoyne 
is an Yle, alle envirouned with the See, faf 
in z places, where ben z entrees. And be- 
zond that Watir, duellen the men, that ben 
here Paramoures and hire Loves, where thei 
gon to folacen hem, whan thei wole. Beiydp 
Amazoynet is the Lond of Tarmegyte , that 
is a gret Contree and a fulle dele&able: and 
for the godnefle of the Contree, Kyng Aii* 
fandre leet firft make there the Cytee of A- 
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fattdre ; and zit he made ii Cytces of the 
lame name: but that Cytee is now clept Cel- 
jit e. And fro that other Coft of Caldee , to 
ward the Southe, is Ethiope a gret Contree, 
that ftrecchethe to the ende of Egypt. Ethi - 
ope is departed in % princypalle parties; and 
that is, in the {1ft partie and in the Meridio- 
nelle partie: the whiche partie meridionello 
is clept Moretane. And the folk of that Con* 
tree ben blake y now, and more blake than 
in the tqther partie; and thei ben clept 
Mowres. In that partie is a Welle, that in 
the day it is lo cold, that no man may drynke 
there offe; and in the nyght it is fo hoot, 
that no man may fuffre his hood there in. 
And bezonde that partie, toward the Southe, 
to parte by the See Occean r is a gret Lond 
and a gret Concrey: but men may not duelle 
there, for the fervent brennyngeof the Sonne; 
ib is it paftynge hoot in that Contrey. In 
Ethiope alle the Ryveres and alle the Watres 
ben trouble, and thei ben fomdelle falte, for 
the gret hete that is there. And the folk of 
that Contree ben lyghtly dronken, and han 
but litille appetyt to mete: And thei han co- 
mounly the Flux of the Wombe: and the* 
lyyen not longe. In Etbiope hen many dy- 
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Vetfe folk: and Eth'tofe is clept Cufis. in 
that Contree ben folk, that ban but o foot: 
4nd thei gon lb fall, that it is marrayile; and 
the foot is lb large, that it ichadewethe alle 
the Body azen the Sonne, wbanne thei wole 
lye and refte hem d . In Etbiope, whan the 
Children ben zonge and lytiUe, thei ben alle 
zek>wc: and whan that thei wexen of Agc^ 
that zalowfcefTe tuvnethe to ben alle biak. In 
Eth'nft is the Cytee of Saba ; and die Lond, 
of the whiche on of the 3 Kynges, that 
prefen ted cure Lord in Bethiecm, was Kyng 
ofFe. 

Fro Etbiope men gon to Ynde> be manye 
dyverle Contreyes. And men clepen the 
higbe Tnde, Emlak. And Tnde is de?yded 
in 3 princypalle parties; that is, the more, 
that is a fitUe hoot Contree ; and Tnde the 
Idle, that is. a fblle atempree Contrey, that 
ftrecchethe to the Lond of Mede : and the 
3 part toward the Septentrion, is fulle cold; 
£6 that for pare cold and contynuelle Froflr, 
the Watre becomethe Criftalle. And upon 
tho Roches of Criftalle, growen the gode 

d See Pliny's Natural HifloTy, L. 7. C. 2. q Item homi- 
num genus, qui Monofcelli vocarentur , fingulis erwribus, mitd 
permchatis ad faltum; eofdemq; Sciofioda's vocari, quod in ma¬ 
jors dftu, hums jacentn rofupini, umbra fe pedum proteymi 
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fe Dyamandes, that ben of trouble Colour. 
Zalow Criftalle drawethe Colour lyke Oylle. 
And thei ben lo harde, that no man may pol- 
lyfche hem: and men clepen hem Dyamandes 
in that Contree; and Hamefe in another Cori- 
tree. Othere Dyamandes men fynden in A- 
rabye-t that ben not fb gode; and thei befl 
more broun and more tendre. And other 
Dyamandes alfo men fynden in the lie of 
C'tfre , that ben zit more tendre; and hem 
men may wel pollifchg. And in the Lond of 
Macedoyne men fynden Dyamaundes alfo. But 
the befte and the moil precyoufe ben in Tnde. 
And men fynden many tymes Harde Dya- 
niandes in aMaffe, that comethe out of Gold, 
whan men puren it and fynen it out of thfe 
Myne; whan men breken that Maffe in fmale 
peces. And ium tyme it happeuethe, that 
men fynden sfime as grete as a pefe, and sQme 
lafie; and thei ben als harde as tho of Tnde. 
And alle be it that men fynden gode Dya¬ 
mandes in Tnde, zit natheles men fynden herb 
more comounly upon the Roches in the See, 
and upon Hilles where the Myne Of Gold is. 
And thei growen many to gedre, on lytille, 
another gret. And ther ben sflme of the gret- 
neffe of a Bene, and sflme als grete as an Ha- 

e - e: Pliny , in his 37 th Book and 4 th Chap. 
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felle Note. And thei ben fquare and poynted 
of here owne kynde, bothe aboven and be- 
riethen, with outen worchinge of mannes hond. 
And thei growen to gedre, male and femele. 
And thei ben noryflcht with the Dew of He- 
vene. And thei engendren comounly, and 
bryngen forthe fmale Children, that multi- 
plyen and growen alle the Zeer. I have often 
tymes aflayed, that zif a man kepe hem with 
a litylle of the Roche, and wete hem with 
May Dew ofte fithes, thei fchulle growe eve- 
rycheZeer; and the fmale wole wexeu grete. 
For righte as the fynPerl congelethe and wex- 
ethe gret of the Dew of Hevene, righte fo 
dothe the verray Dyamand: and righte as the 
Perl of his owne kynde takethe Roundnefle, 
righte fo the Dyamand, be vertu of God, 
takethe fquarenefle. And men fchalle bere 
the Dyamaund on his left fyde: for it is of 
grettere vertue thanne, than on the righte 
fyde. For the ftrengthe of here growynge 
is toward the Northe, that is the left fyde of 
the World; and the left parte of man is, whan 
he tumethe* his Face toward the Eft. And 
zif zou lyke to knowe the Vertues of the 
Dyamand, (as men may fynde in the Lipida- 
rye, that many men knowen noght) I fchalle 
telle zou: as thei bezonde the See feyn and 
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affermen, of whom alle Science and atte Phf- 
lofbpbie comethe from. He (hat berethe the 
Diaroaod upon him, it zevethe bint hardynefft 
and manhodc, aid it kepethe the Letnes of 
his Body hole. It zeretbe him vi< 3 orye of 
his Enemyes, in Plee and in Wenre; zif bis 
cattle be rightefalle : and it kepethe hhn that 
berethe it, in godeWytt: and it kepethe him 
fro Strif and Ryot, fro Sorwes and fro En- 
chaontemeoces. and from Fancafyes and iUufi* 
cons of wykked Spirites. And zif ony cur fed 
Wycche or Encbamntonr wddebewyeche him, 
that berethe the Dyamandalle that Sorwd 
andmy {chance fchalle tome to him fcIf,thorghe 
Verm of that Ston. And alfi> no wyWeBeft 
dar aflfaylle the roan, that berethe it on him. 
AHo the Dyamand fcholde beu zoren frely,- 
with oaten coveytynge and with oOten byg- 
gynge: and than it is of gtetterc vertue. And 
it makethe a man more ftrong and more lad 
azenft his Enemyes. And it helethe him that 
is ltmatyk, and hem that the Fend purfnethe 
or travaylethe. And zif Vemym of Poyfoutr 
be broughte in pre{cnce of the Dyamand, anon 
it begynnethe to wexe moyft and for to fwefe. 
There ben alfo Dyamandes in Tttde, that beu< 
elept Violaltres; (for here colour is HcheVyo^ 
let, or more browne than the Viobectes) that 

ben 


Digitized by 


Google 



Sir John Maundevile, Kt. 19$ 

hen fulle harde and fiille precyous : but zif 
fum men.love not hem (o welas the otherel 

> * 1 

but: in lot he to me, 1 wolde loven hem aid 
njoche as the othere; for I have leen hem 
allayed. Alfo there is an other maner otf 
Dyamandes, that ben als white as Criltalle 1 
but thei ben a litylle more trouble: and thei 
ben gode and of gret vertue, and alle thei 
ben iquare and poynted of here owne kynde. 
And stime ben 6 Iquared, sUme 4 fquarcd and 
sflme 3, as nature fchapethe hem. And ther* 
fore whan grete Lordes and Knyghtes gon to 
feche Worlchipe in Armes, thei beren gladly 
the Dyamaund upon hem. 

Ilchal Ipekealitillemore of theDyamandeSj 
alle thoughe I tarye my matere for a tyme, to 
the ende that thei that knowen hem not, be 
not difcey ved be f Gabberes, that gon be the 
Contree, that felien hem. For wholo wil bye 
the Dyamand, it is nedefulle to him, that he 
knowe hem; be caufe that men counterfeten 
hem often of Criftalle, that is zalow j and of* 
Saphires of cytryne colour, that is zalow al¬ 
io ; and of the Saphire Loupe, and of many 
other Stones. But I telle zou, theife contre* 
fetes ben not lb harde; and alfo the poynted 
Wil bteken lightly, and men may elily pol* 

* BarrQtturs, F. 
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lifTche hem. Bat stimeWerkmen, for malice* 
will not pollifche hem* to that entenr, to 
maken men belcve, that thei may not ben 
polliichr. But men may aflay he in this ma- 
nere; Firft fchere with hem or write with 
hem in Saphires, in Criftalle or in other 
precious Stones. Aftre that men taken the 
Ademand, that is the Schipmannes Ston, that 
drawethe the Nedle to him, and men leyn 
the Dyamand upon the Ademand, and leyn 
the Nedle before the Ademand; and zif the 
Dyamand be gode and vertuous, the Ademand 
drawethe not the Nedle to him, whils the 
Dyamand is there prefent. And this is the 
pree£ that thei bezondc the See maken. Na- 
theles it befallethe often tyme, that the gode 
Dyamande lefethe his vertue, be fyne and for 
Incontyncnce of him, that berethe it: and 
thanne it is nedfulle to make it to recoveren 
his vertu azen, or elle it is of litille value. 
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Cap* XV, 

Of the Cuftoms of Ties abouten Ynde. 
Of the difference betwix Tdoles and 
Sirmdacres. Of 3 maner growing of 
Peper upon 0 Tree. Of the Welle , 
that Chaungethe his odour , every hour 
of the day ; and that 'is Mervaylle. 

I N Tnde benfullemanyedyycrfeContrees: 

and it is deped Tnde, for a Flom, that 
rennethe thoighe out the Con tree, that is clept 
Tnde.la that Flome men fynden Eles of 30 
Fote long and more a . And the folk that duel- 
len nyghc that Watre> ben of eyylle colour, 
grene and zalow. In Tnde and abouten Tnde, 
ben mo than yooo lies, gode and grete, that 
men duellen in, with outen tho that ben in- 
babi able> and with outen othere finale lies. 
In every lie, is gret plentce of Cytees and of 
Townes and of folk, with outen nombre b . 
For men of Tnde han this condicioun of kynde, 
that thei nevere gon out of here owne Con- 

• Pliny, L. IX. C. 3. •> Ibid. L. VI. C. 17; b. 
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tree ; and therfore is ther gret multitude of' 
peple: but thei ben not fterynge ne mevable* 
be caufe that thei ben in the firfte Clymat, 
that is of Saturne. And Saturne is floughe 
and litille mevynge: for he taryethe to make 
his turn be the iz Signes, 30 Zeer; and the 
Mone paflethe thorghe the iz Signes in o 
Monethe. And for be caufe that Saturne is 
of fo late fterynge, therfore the folk of that 
Contree, that ben undre his Clymat, han of 
kynde no wille for to meve ne flere to feche 
ftrange places. And in oure Contree is aJle 
the contrarie. For wee ben in the feve’nthe 
Clymat, that is of the Mone. And the Mone 
is of lyghtly mevynge; and the Mone is Pla- 
nete of We ye: and for that skylle, it zevethe 
ns wille of kynde, for to meve lyghtly, and 
for to go dyverfe weyes, and to fechen ftrange 
thinges and other dyverfitees of the World. 
For the Mone envyrounethe the Erthe more 
haftyly than ony othere Planete. 

Alfo men gon thorghe Tnde be many dy- 
verfe Contrees, to the grete See Occqan. And 
aftre men fynden there an lie, that is clept 
b Crues: and thidre comen Marchantes oiVe~ 
nyfe and Gene and of other Marches, for to 

b Hermes, E. t, z, 3,4. Cr^es, Fi I, 1. Onnts, L. 1,1. 
Or mens, L 3. Ormuz., L. 4. ^ 
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byen Marehandyfes. Buc there is fo gretc 
hete in tho Marches, and namely in that lie; 
chat for the grete diftreffe of the here, mennes 
Ballokkes hangen doun to here knees, for the 
gret diflolucioua of the Body. And men of 
thatContree, that knowen the manere, lac 
bynde hem up., or elle myghte thei not ly ve; 
and anoynt hem with Oynementes made ther- 
fore, to holde hem up. In that Contree and 
in Ethiofe and in many other Contrees, the 
. folk lyggen alle naked in Ryyeres and Wa- 
tres, men and wommen to gedre, c fro- un- 
durne of the day, tille it be pafTed the noon. 
And thei lyen alle in the Watre, laf the vi- 
iage, for the gret hete that there is. And the 
Women haven no Ichame of the men ; bi^t 
lyen alle to gidre, fyde to fyde, tille the hete 
be pafl. There may men lee many foule fi¬ 
gure aflembled, and namely nyghe the gode 
Townes. In that He ben Schippes with outdn 
Nayles of Iren or Bonds, for the Roches of 
the Ademandcs; for thei ben alle fuile there 
. aboute, in that See, that it is merveyle to 
ipeken of. And zif a Schipp pafTed be tho 
Marches, that hadde outher Iren Bondes or 
Jren Nayles, anon he fcholde ben periffcht. 
For the Ademand, of his kynde, drawethc 

,5 A diet bora tertid afqi ad nonam.\ L t 
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the Iren to him: and fo wolde it drawe to 
him the Schipp, becanfe of the Iren; that be 
fcholde never departen fro it, ne never go 

thens. 

Fro that lie, men gon be See to another 
lie, that is dept Chaftn, where is gret plea- 
tee of Corn and Wyn: and it was wont to 
ben a gret He, and a gret Havene and a good; 
but the See hathe gretly wafted it and over 
comen it. The Kyng of that Contree was 
wont to ben fo ftrong and lb myghty, that he 
helde Werre azenft Kyng Altfandre. The 
folk of that Cobtree han a dy vers Lawe: for 
same of hem, worfchipe the Sonne, sttme the 
Mone, same the Fuy r, sQme Trees, sflme Sef- 
pentes, Or the fir ft thing that thei meeten at 
morwen: and sttme worfchipen Symulacres, 
and sttme Ydolcs. But betwene Symulacres and 
Ydoles, is a gret difference. For Symulacres 
ben Ymages made aftre lyknefle of Men or 
- of WSmen, or of the Sonne or of the Mone, 
or of ony Beft, or of ony kyndely thing: 
and Ydolcs* is an Ymage made of lewed will© 
of man, that man may not fynden among 
kyndely thinges; as an Ymage, that hathe 4 
Hedes, On of a Mao, another of an Hors, or 
of an Ox, of of fum other Beft, that no man 
hathe feyn aftre kyndely dilpoficioim. And 
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tfed that worfchipen Symulacres’, thei wor¬ 
fchipen hem for fum worthi man, that was 
fum tyme, as Hercules and many othere, that 
diden many marvayles in here tyme. For 
thei feyn wel, that thei be not Goddes: for 
thei knowen wel, that there is a God of kynde, 
that made alle thinges; the whiche is in Ho. 
vene. But thei knowen wel, that this may , 
not do the Marvayles that he made, but zif 
it had ben be the fpecyalle zifte of God: and 
therfore thei feyn, that he was wel with God. 
And for be caufe that he was fb wel with God, 
therfore thei worfehipe him. And fb feyn 
thei of the Sonne; be caufe that he chaungethe 
the tyme and zevethe here and norifTchethe 
alle thinges upon Erthe; and for it is of fo 
gret profite, thei knowe wel, that that myghtje 
not be, but that God lovethe it more than ooy 
other thing. And for that skylle, God hath 
zoven it more gret vertue in the World: ther- 
fbre it is gode refoun, as thei feyn, to don it 
Worfehipe and Reverence. And fo feyn thei, 
that maken here refounes, of othere Plaoetes ; 
and of the Fuyr alfo, becaufe it is fo profita. 
ble. And of Ydoles, thei feyn alfo, that the 
Ox is the mofte holy Beft, that is in Erthe, 
and moft pacyent and more profitable than 
ony other. For he dotbe good y now, aud 
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he dothe ndn evylle. And thei knowen wcl, 
that it may not be with onten fpecyallc grace 
pf God: and therfore maken thei here God, 
pf an Ox, the on parr, and the other halfon- 
dejle of a Man: becanfe that man is the mod 
poble creature in Erthe; and alio for he bathe 
JL,ordfchipe aboven alle Bedes: therfore make 
thei thehalfendel of Ydole of a man upwardes, 
and the tother half of an Ox dounwardes : 
And of Serpentes and of other Bedes, and 
dyverfe thinges, that thei worfehipen, that 
thei rpeten fird atMorwe. And thei worfehipen 
alfo fpecyally alje tho that thei han gode 
meetynge of; and whan thei Ipeden wel ip 
here iorneye, aftre here meetynge; and name¬ 
ly fuche as thei haq preyed and aflayed be ex¬ 
perience of longe tyme. For thei leyn, that 
thilke gode meetynge ne may not come, but 
pf the grace of God. And therfore thei 
maken Ymages lyche to tho thinges, that thei 
han beleeve inne, fqr to beholden hem apd 
worlchipen hem fird at morwe, or thei meeten 
ony contrarious thinges. And there ben alio 
iumCridenemen, that leyn, that sflme Bedes 
han gode meetynge, that is to leye, for to 
ineete with hem fird at morwe; and sfime 
Bedes wykked meetynge: and that thei han 
i preyed pfte tyme, that the fjare hathe fulle 
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evylle meetyngc, and Swyn, and many others 
Pedes. And the Spar hank and other Foules 
of Raveyne, whan thei fleen aftre here praye, 
and take it before men of Armes, it is a gode 
Signe: and zif he fayle of takynge his praye, 
it is an evylle fygne. And alio to fuche folk, 
it is an evylle meetynge of Ravenes. In, 
theife thinges and in fuche othere, ther ben 
many folk, that beleeven; becaufe it happen- 
ethe fo often tyme to falle, aftre here fanta- 
fyes. And alfo there ben men y nowe, that 
han no beleve in hem. And fithe that Cri- 
ftene men han fuche beleeve, that ben en- 
formed and taughte alle day, be holy dodhyne, 
where inne thei fchold beleeve, it is no mar- 
vaylle thanne, that the Taynemes , that han 
no gode Dodtryne, but only of here nature, 
beleeven more largely, for here lympleneffe. 
And treuly I have feen oi Taynemes and Sa- 
razinesy that men clepen Augurynes , that 
whan wee ryden in Armes in dyverfe Com- 
trees, upon oure Enemyes, be the flyenge of 
Foules, thei wolde telle us the prenpflicaci- 
ouns of thinges that felle aftre : and fo thei 
diden fulle often tymes, and profreden here 
hedes to wedde, but zif it wolde falJe, as thei 
feyden. But natheles ther fore Icholde noght 
^ man putten his beleeve in fuche fhinges: 
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hut always ban folk truft and beleeve in God 
pure SSvereyn Lord. This He of Chana y the 
Sarazines han wfincn and holder In that 
He ben many Lyouns, and many othere wylde 
Bettes. And there ben Rattes in that lie, als 
grete as Houndes here: and men taken hem 
with grete Mattyfes; for Cattes may not take 
hem. In this lie and many othere, men be- 
rye not no dede men: for the hete is there 
fo gret, that in a Htylle tyme dip Flefche wit 
confame fro the Bones. 

Fro thens men gon be See toward Tnde the 
more, to a Cytee that men clepen 4 Sarche, 
chat is a fair Cytee and a gode: and there 
duellen many Criftene men of gode Feythe; 
and there ben manye religious men, and name¬ 
ly of Mendynantes. Aftre gon men be See* 
to the Lond of Lomb. In that Lond grow-, 
ethe the Peper, in the Foreft that men clepen 
Comber ; and it growethe no where elle in 
alle the World, but in that Forett: and that- 
duretb wel an 18 iourneyes in lengthe. In the- 
Foreft ben % gode Cytees; that on highte FUr 
drine , and that other ZingUntz. And in 
every of hem, duellen Crittene men, and: 
Jewes, gret plentee. For it is a gode Con- 

4 Sdrthye , E. I. Sarcbys, E. 4. Sachet , F. x. Zarckee , F. 2. 
L. 1. Birchen , L. 1. Zirke, L. 3, 4, 
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tree and a plcntefous: bat there is over media 
paflynge hete. And zee fchulle undirftonde, 
that the Peper growethc, in maner as dothe 
a wylde Vyne, that is planted fade by the 
Trees of that Wode, for to lufteynen it by, 
09 dothe the Vyne. And the Fruyt therof 
hangethe in manere as Reyfynges. And the 
Tree is (b thikke charged, that it iemethe 
that it wolde breke: and whan it is ripe, it 
is alle grene as it were Ivy Beryes; and than 
men kytteo hem, as men don the Vyncs, and 
than thei patten it upon an Owven, and there 
it waxethe blakand crilp. And there is 3 maner 
of Peper, alle upon o Tree; long Peper, blak 
Peper, and white Peper. The long Peper men 
clepen Sorbotyn; and the blak Peper is clept 
FaUnlle, and the white Peper is clept Bano. 
The long Peper comethe firft, whan the Lef 
begynnethe to come; and it is lyche theChat- 
tes of Hafelle, that comethe before the Lef, 
and it hangethe lowe. And aftre comethe 
the blake with the Lef, in manere of Cluftres 
of Rcyfinges, alle grene: and whan men han 
gadred it, than comethe the white, that is 
fomdelle lafle than the blake; and of that 
men bryngen but litille in to this Cootree; 
for thei bezonden with holden it for hem felf, 
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be cauie it is bettere and more attempree in 
kynde, than the blake : and tberfore is ther 
not fo gret plentee as of the blake. In that 
Contree ben manye manere of Serpentes and 
of other Vermyn, for the gret hete of the 
Contree and of the Peper. And sfime men 
feyn, that whan thei will gadre the Peper, 
thei maken Fuyr, and brennen aboute, to 
make the Serpentes and the Cokedrilles to 
flee. But fave here grace of alle that leyn fo. 
for zif thei brenten abouten the Trees, that 
beren, the Peper fcholden ben brent, and it 
wolde dryen up alle the vertue, as of ony o- 
ther thing: and than thei diden hemlelf mochc 
harm; and thei fcholde nevere quenchen the 
Fuyr. But thus thei don; thei anoynten here 
" Hondes and here, Feet with a juyce made of 
Snayles and of othere thinges, made therfore; 
of the whiche the Serpentes and the veny- 
mous Bedes haten and dreden the Savour: 
and that makethe hem flee before hem, be- 
caufe of the fmelle; and than thpi gadren it 
fcurly ynow. 

Alfo toward the heed of that For eft, is the 
Cytee of Tolombe. And above the Cytec is 
is a grete Mountayne, that alfo is clept To¬ 
lombe : and of that Mount, the Cytee bathe 
his name. And at the Foot of that Mount, 
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is a fayr Welle and a gret, that hathe odour 
and favour of alle Spices.; and at every hour' 
of the day, he chaungethe his odour and his 
favour dyverfely. And whofo drynkethe 3 
tymes failing of that Watre of that Welle, 
he is bool of alle maner fykenefle, that he 
hathe. Andthei that duellen there and drynken 
often of that Welle, thei nevere han Seke- 
nefle, and tbei femen alle weys zonge. I have 
dronken there of 3 or 4 fithes; and zit, me- 
thinkethe, I fare the better. Sum men clepen 
it the Welle of Zouthe: for thei . that often 
drynken there of, femen alle weys Zongly, 
and lyven with outen Sykenefle. And men 
feyn, that that Welle comethe out of Tara- 
dys i and therforc it is fo vertuous. Be alle 
that Contree growethe gode Gyngevere: and 
therfore thidre gon the Marchauntes for Spi- 
cerye. In that Lond Men worlchipen the 
Ox, for his fymplenefle and for his, mekeneflc 
and for the profite that comethe of him. And 
thei feyn, that he is the holyefl Beft in Erthe. 
For hem iemethe, that whofo evere be meke 
and pacyent, he is holy and profitable: for 
thanne thei feyn, he hathe alle vertues in 
him. Thei maken the Ox to laboure d zeer 
or 7, and than thei ete him. And the Kyng 
of the Contree hathe alle wey an Ox with 
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him: aod he that kepethe him, hathe every 
day grcte fees, and kepethe every day his 
Dong and his Uryne in x VeiTdles of Gold, 
and bryngen it before here Prelate, that thei 
depen Archiprotopapaton; and he berethe it 
before the Kyng, and makethe there over a 
gret WefTynge; and than the Kyng wetetho 
his Hondes there, in that thei depen 
sod anyntethe his front and his Breft: and 
aft re he frotethe him with the Dong and with 
the Uryne with gtet reverence, for to ben 
fulfill of vertaes of the Ox, and made holy 
be the vertue of that holy thing, that nought 
is worthe. And whan the Kyng hathe don; 
thanne don the Lordes; and afire hem here 
My ny ft res and other men, zif thei may have 
ony remenanr. In that Contree thei maken 
Vdoles, half Man, half Ox; and in tho Ydoles, 
eville Spirites fpeken and zeven anfwere to 
men, of what is asked hem. Before theiie 
Vdoles, men fleen here Children many tymes* 
and ipryngen the Blood upon the Ydolesj 
and fo thef maken here Sacrifiie. And whan 
ony man dyethe in the Contree, thei brennen 
his Body in name of Penance, to that entent, 
that he fuffre no peyne in Erthe, to ben eten 
of Wormes. And zif his Wif have no Child, 
thei brenne hire with him; and feyn, that it 
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ts refbuo, that Iche make him companye in 
that Other World, as Iche did in this. But 
and Iche have Children with him, thei leten 
hire lyve with hem, to brynge hem up, zif 
iche wole. And zif that fche love more to 
lyve with here Children, than for to dye with 
hire Husbonde, men holden hire for fals and 
curled: ne lchee fchalle never ben loved ne 
trailed of the peple. And zif the Wo man 
dye before the Husbonde, men brennen him 
with hire, zif that he wole; and zif he wil 
nor, no man conftreynethe him thereto; but 
he may wedde another tyme with outen 
blame and repreef. In that Contreegrowen ma- 
nye ftronge Vynes: and the W6men drynken 
Wy n, and men not: and the Wdmen ichavcn 
hire Berdes, and the men not. 
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Cap. XVI. 

Of the Domes made he feynt Thomas* 
Of Devocyoun and Sacrifice made to- 
Tdoles there , in the Cytee of Cala- 
mye; and of the procejjioun in go - 
ynge aboute the Cytee. 

F ROM that Contree men patten be many 
Marches, toward a Contree, a io jour¬ 
ney es thens, that is clept Mabaron : and if is 
a gret Kyngdom, and it hathe many faire Cy- 
tees and Townes. In that Kyngdom lithe the. 
body of feynt Thomas the Apoftle, in Flefche 
and Bon, in a faire Tombe, in the Cytee of 
Calamyc: for there he was martyred and bu¬ 
ry ed But men of AJfirte beeren his Bodye in 
to Mefopatayme, in to the Cytee of Ediffe: 
and aftre, he was broughte thidre azen. And 
the Arm and tbeHond, (that he putte in oure 
hordes fyde, whan he appered to him, aftre 
his Relurrexioun, and feyde to him, Nol'tejfi 
tncredulusy fit fidelis) is zit lyggynge in a 
VefTelle with outen the Tombe. And be that 
6 Hond 
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Hond chei maken alle here Juggementes, ia 
the Contree, whofb hathe righte or wrong. 
For whan ther is ony diflentioun betvvene z 
partyes, and every of hem meyntenethe his 
Caufe, and feyth, that his Caufe is rightfulle, 
and that other feythe the contrarye, thanne 
bothe partyes writen here Caufes in z Bilies, 
and putten hem in the Hond of feynt Tho¬ 
mas ; and anon he caftethe awey the Bille of 
the wrong Caufe, and holdethe flille the Bille 
with the righte Caufe. And therfore men 
comen from fer Contrees to have Juggement 
of doutable Caufes: and other Juggement 
ufen thei non there. Alfo the Chirche, where 
feynt Thomas lythe, is bothe gret and fair, 
and alle fulle of grete Simulacres: and tho 
ben grete Ymages, that thei depen here 
. Goddes ; of the whiche, the lefle is als gret 
as z men. And amonges theife othere, there 
is a gret Ymage, more than ony of the othere, 
that is alle covered with fyn Gold and pre- 
cyous Stones and riche Perles: and thatYdole 
is the God of falfe Criftene, that han reneyed 
hire Feythe. And it fyttethe in a Chayere 
of Gold, fulle nobely arrayed; and he hathe 
aboute hisNecke, large Gyrdles, wroughte of 
Gold and precyous Stones and Perles. And 
this Ohirche i^ fulle richely wroughte, and 
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alle over gylt with inne. And to that Ydole 
gon men on PyJgrimage, als comounly and 
with als gret Devocioun, as Criflene men gon 
to feynt James , or other holy Pilgrimages. 
And many folk that comen fro fer Londes, 
to leche that Ydole, for the gret devocy- 
oun that thei han, thei loken nevere upward, 
but evere more down to the Erthe, for drcde 
to lee ony thing aboute hem, that fcholde 
lette hem of here Devo.cyoun. And sttme 
ther ben, that gon on Pilgrimage to this Y- 
dole, that beren Knyfes in hire Hondes, that 
ben made fullc kene and fcharpe; and alle 
weyes, as thei gon, thei fmyten hem felf in 
here Armes and in here Legges and in here 
Thyes, with many hydoufe Woundcs; and 
fo thei fcheden here Blood, for love of that 
Ydole. Arid thei feyn, that he is blelTed and 
holy, that dyethe lo for love of his God. 
And othere there ben, that leden hire Chil¬ 
dren, for to He, to make Sacrifife to that Y- 
dole: and aftre thei han llayn hem, thei 
Ipryngen the Blood upon the Ydole. And 
sttme ther ben, that come fro ferr, and in 
goynge toward this Ydole, at every thrydde 
pas, that thei gon fro here Hows, thei knelen; 
and fo contynuen tille thei come thidre: and 
whan thei comen there, the} taken Enleole 
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and other aromatyk thinges of noble Smelle, 
and fenfen the Ydole, as we wolde don here, 

Goddes precyoule Body. And fo comen folk 
to worfchipe this Ydole, fum fro an hundred 
Myle, and sfime fro many mo. And before 
the Mynftre of this Ydole, is a • Vyvere, in 
maner of a gret Lake, fhlle of Watre: and 
there in Pilgrymes caften Gold and Sylver, 

Perles and precyous Stones, with outen nom- 
bre, in ftede of Offrynges. And whan the 
Mynyilres of that Chirche neden to maken 
ony reparacyoun of the Chirche or of ony 
of the Ydoles, thei taken Gold and Silver, 

Perles and precyous Stones out of the Vy¬ 
vere, to quyten the Collages of luche thing 
as thei maken or reparen ; lo that no thing 
is fawty, but anon it fchalle ben amended. 

And zee fchulle undirllonde, that whan grete 
Feftes and Solempny tees of that Ydole, as the 
Dedicacioun of the Chirche, and the throny nge 
of the Ydole bethe, alle the Contree aboute 
roeten there to gidere; and thei fetten this 
Ydole upon a Chare with gret reverence, wel 
arrayed with Clothes of Gold, of riche Clothes 
of Tartarje, of Camacaa, and other precy¬ 
ous Clothes; and thei leden him aboute the 
Cytee with gret folempnytee. And before 

• V‘wtr % F. that is, a Fi(h Pool- 
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the Chare, gon firft in proceflTioun alle the 
Maydenes of the Contree, x and x to gidere, 
fulle ordynatly. And aftre tho Maydenes, 
gon the Pilgrymes. And sQme of hem falle 
doun undre the Wheles of the Chare, and lat 
the Chare gon over hem; fo that thei ben 
dede anon. And sttme han here Armes or 
here Lymes alle to broken, and some the 
fydes: and alle this don thei for love of hire 
God, in gret Devocioun. And he thinkethe, 
that the more peyne and the more tribulaci- 
oun, that thei luffren for love of here God, 
the more ioye thei fchulle have in another 
World. And fchortly to feye zou; thei luf¬ 
fren fo grete peynes and fo harde martyr- 
domes, for love of here Ydole, that a Cri- 
ftene man, I trowe, durft not taken upon him 
the tenthe part of the peyne, for love of oure 
Lord Jhefu Criji. And aftre, 1 feye zou, 
before the Chare, gon alle the Mynftrelles of 
the Con trey, with outen nombre, with dy- 
verfe Inftrumentes; and thei maken alle the 
melodye, that thei cone. And whan thei 
han gon alle aboute the Cytee, thanne thei 
returnen azen to the Mynftre, and putten the 
Ydole azen in to his place. And thanne, for 
the love aud in worfchipe of that Ydole, and 
for the reverence of the Fefte, thei flen hem- 
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le If, aioo or 300 perfones,with fcharpc Knyfes, 
of the whiche thei bryngen the bodyes be¬ 
fore the Ydole; and than thei feyn, that tho 
ben Seyntes, be caule that thei flowen hem- 
felf of here owne gode wille, for love of here 
Ydole. And as men here, that hadde an ho¬ 
ly Seynt of his kyn, wolde thinke, that it 
were to hem an highe worlchipe, right fo hem 
thinkethe there. And as men here devoutly 
wolde writen holy Seyntes Lyfes and here 
Myracles, and fewen for here Canonizaciouns, 
righte lo don thei there, for hem that Heen 
hem felf wilfully, for love of here Ydole; and 
£eyn, that thei ben glorioule Martyres and 
Seyntes, and putten hem in here Wrytynges 
and in here Letanyes, and avaunten hem gret- 
ly on to another of here holy Kynnefmen, 
that fo become Seyntes; and ieyn, I have mo 
holy Seyntes in my Kynrede, than thou in 
thin. And the Cuflome ajlo there is this, 
that whan thei that han luch Devocioun and 
entent, for to He him lelf, for love of his God, 
thei fenden for alle here Frendes, and han 
gret plentee of mynftrelle, and thei gon be¬ 
fore the Ydole ledynge him, that wil lie him- 
felf for luch devocioun, betwene hem with 
gret reverence. And he alle naked hath a ful 
fcbarp Knyf in his hond, and he cuttethe a 
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gret pece of his Flefche and caftethe it in the 
face of his Ydole, feyenge hisOryfounes, re- 
cdmendynge him to his God: aod than he 
finytethe himielf, and makethe grete Woundes 
and depe here and there, tille he falle doun 
ded. And than his Frendes prefenten his Bo¬ 
dy to the Ydole; and than thei feyn, fyng- 
ynge, Holy God, behold what thi trewe Ser¬ 
vant hath don for the; he hathe forfaken his 
Wif and his Children and his Ricchede aqd 
alle the Godes of the Worlde and his owne 
Lyf, for the love of the, and to make the 
Sacrifife of his Flelche and of his Blode. 
Wherfore, Holy God, putte him among thi 
belle belovede Seyntes in thi BlilTe of Para- 
dys: for he hathe wel diflerved it. And than 
thei maken a gret Fuyr, and brennen the Bo¬ 
dy : and thanne everyche of his Frendes ta¬ 
ken a quantyte of the AlTches, and kepen 
hem in ilede of Relykes, and feyn, that it is 
a holy thing. And thei have no drede of no 
perile, whils thei han tho holy Adches upon 
hem. And thei putten his name in here Le- 
tanyes, as a Seynt. 
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Cap. XVII. 

Of the evylle Cujloms ufed in the Tie of 
Lamary: and how the Frthe and the 
See ben of round Forme cind fchapp , , 
be pref of the Sterre y that is clept 
Antartyky that ts fix tn the Southe. 


F RO that Contree go men be the See Oc- 
cean , and be many dyverfe Yles, and 
be many Contrees, that were to longe for 
to telle of. And a ^ iorneyes fro thisLond, 
that I have fpoken of, there is another Lond, 
that is fulle gret, that men clepen Lamary. 
InthatLond isfoUegretHete: andtheCuftom 
there is fuch, that men and w6men gon alle 
naked. And thei fcornen, whan thei teen 
ony ftrange Folk goynge clothed. And thei 
feyn, that God made Adam and Eve alle 
naked; and that no man fcholde fchame, that 
is of kyndely nature. And thei feyn, that, 
thei that ben clothed, ben folk of another 
World, or thei ben folk, that trowemnot m 
God. And thei feyn, that thei .beleeven in 
Qod, thatformede the World, and that 
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Adam and Eve, and alle other thinges. And 
thei wedden there no Wyfes: for alle the 
W6mcn there ben comoun, and thei foriake 
no man. And rhei ieyn, thei fynnen, zif 
thei rcfufen ony roan: and fo God comaund- 
ed to Adam and Eve, and to alle that comen 
of him, whan he feyde, Crefcite & multi- 
plicdmini , & replete Terram. And therfore 
may no man in that Contree feyn, This is my 
Wyf: ne no Woman may leye, This is myn 
Hnsbonde. And whan thei han Children, 
thei may zeven hem to what man thei wole, 
that hathe companded with hem. And alfo 
alle the Lond is comoun : for alle that a man 
holdethe o zeer, another man hathe it ano¬ 
ther zeer. And every man takethe what part 
that him lykethe. And alio alle the Godes 
of the Lond ben comoun, Cornes and alle 
other thinges: for no thing there is clept in 
clos, ne no thing there is undur Lok; and 
every man there takethe what he wole, with 
outen ony contradiccioun: and als riche is o 
man there, as is another. But in that Con- 
tree, there is a curled Cuftom : for thei eten 
more gladly mannes Flefche, than ony other 
Flefche: and zit is that Contree habundant 
of Flefche, ofFiflche, of Cornes, of Gold and 
Sylver, and of alle other Godes. Thidre gon 
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Marchauntes, and bryngen with hem Chil¬ 
dren, to felle to hem of theContree, and thei 
byzen hem: and zif thei ben fatte, thei eten 
hem anon ; and zif thei ben lene, thei feden 
hem, title thei ben fatte, and thanne thei eten 
hem: and thei leyn, that it is the bed Flelche 
and the fwetteft of atle the World. In that 
Loud, ne in many othere bezonde that, no 
man may fee the Sterre tranfmontane, that 
is clept the Sterre of the See, that is unmeva- 
ble, and that is toward the Northe, that we 
ciepen the Lode Sterre. But men feen ano¬ 
ther Sterre, the contrarie to him, that is toward 
theSouthe, that is clept Antartyk. And right 
as the Schip men taken here Avys here, and 
governe hem be the Lode Sterre, right fb 
don Schip men bezonde the parties, be* the 
Sterre of the Southe, the whiche Sterre ap- 
perethe not to us. And this Sterre, that i$ 
toward the Northe, that wee ciepen the Lode 
Sterre, ne apperethe not to hem. For whiche 
cauie, men may wel perceyve, that the Lond 
and the See ben of rownde fchapp and forme. 
For the partie of the Firmament fchewethe in 
o Contree, that fchewethe not in another Con- 
tree. And men may well preven be experi¬ 
ence and fbtyle compaflement of Wytt, that 
zif a man fond pafiages be Schippes, that 
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wolde go to ferchen the World, men myghte 
go be Schippe alle aboute the World, and a- 
boven and benethen. The whiche thing I 
prove thus, aftre that I have feyn. For I 
have ben toward the parties of Braban , and 
beholden a the Aftrolabre^ that the Sterre that 
is clept the Transmontayne, is S3 Degrees 
highe. And more forthere in Almayne and 
b Bewme , it hathe 58 Degrees. And more 
fbrthe toward the parties feptemtrioneles, it 
istfx Degrees of heghte, and certeynMynutes. 

For I my felf have mefured it by the AJiro- 
labre. Now Ichulle ze knowe, that azen the 
Tranjmontaync, is the tother Sterre, that is 
clept Ant arty ke ; as I have feyd before. And 
tho 2, Sterres ne meeven nevere. And be 
hem turnethe alle the Firmament, righte as 
dothe a Wheel, that turnethe be his Axille 
Tree: fo that tho Sterres beren the Firma¬ 
ment in x egalle parties; fo that it hathe als 
mochel aboven, as it hathe benethen. Aftre 
this, I have gon toward the parties meridio- 
nales, that is toward the Southe: and I have 
founden, that in Lybye , men feen firft the 
Sterre Antartyk. And fo fer I have gon more 

• In our Author’s time, Aftronomers had attain’d but very 
little accuracy in taking Qbfcrvations, 
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forthe in tho Contrees, that I have fbunde 
that Sterre more highe ; lb that toward the 
highe Lybye , it is 18 Degrees of heghte, and 
certeyn Minutes (of the whiche, 60 Minutes 
raaken a Degree) Afire goynge be See and 
beLonde, toward this Contree, of that I have 
fpoke, and to other YIes and Londes bezonde 
that Contree, I have founden the Sterre An- 
tarty k of 33 Degrees of heghte, and mo my- 
nutes. And zif I badde had Companye and' 
Schippynge, for to go more bezonde, I trowe 
wel in certeyn, that wee Icholde have feen aile 
' the roundnelTe of the Firmament a lie aboote. 
For as I have feyd zou be fora, the half of 
the Firmament is betwene tho z Sterres: the 
whiche halfondeife I have feyn. And of the 
tether halfondelle, I have feyn toward the 
Northe, undre the Tranfmontane 6z Degrees 
and 10 Mynutes; and toward’ the partie me- 
ridionaHe, I have feen undre the Antartyk 3 3 
Degrees and 1 6 Mynutes: and thanne the 
halfondelle of the Firmament in alle, ne hold- 
eche not but r8o Degrees. And of tho 180, 
I have leen 6z on that o part, and 3 3 on that 
other part, that ben 95- Degrees, and nyghe 
the halfondelle of a Degree; and lo there ne 
faylethe but that I have feen aile the Firma¬ 
ment, faf 84 Degrees and the halfondelle of 
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a Degree; and that is not the fourthe part of 
the Firmament. For the 4 partie of the round- 
nefle of the Firmament holt 90 Degrees: lb 
there faylethe but 5 Degrees and an half, of 
the fourthe partie. And alfo I have leen the 
3 parties of alle the roundnefte of the Firma¬ 
ment, and more zit 5 Degrees and an half. Be 
the whiche 1 feye zou certeynly, that men 
may envirowne alle the Erthe of alle the 
World, as wel undre as aboven, and turnen 
azen to his Contree, that hadde Companye 
and Schippynge and Conduyt: and alle weyes 
he Icholde fynde Men, Londes, and Yles, 
als wel as in this Contree. For zee wyten 
Welle, that thei that ben toward the Antar - 
tykj thei ben ftreghte, feet azen feet of hem, 
that dwellen undre the tranfmontane; als wel 
as wee and thei that dwellyn under us, ben 
feet azenft feet. For alle the parties of See 
and of Lond han here appofltees, habitables 
pr trepaflables, and thei of this half and be- 
zond half. And wytethe wel, that aftre that, 
that I may parceyve and comprehende, the 
Londes of Trejire John> Emperour of Tnde 
ben undre us. For in goynge from Scotlond 
or from Englond toward Jerufalenty men gon 
upward alweys. For oure Lond is in the lowe 
partie of the Erthe, toward the Weft; and 
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the Lond of Preftre John is the lowe partie 
of the Erthe, toward the Eft: and thei han 
there the day, whan wee have the nyghte, 
and alfo highe to the contrarie, thei han the 
nyghte, whan wee han the Day. For the 
Erthe and the See ben of round forme and 
fchapp, as I have ieyd beforn. And that 
that men gon upward to o Coft, men gon 
dounward to another Coft. Alio zee have 
herd me leye b , tbntjerujalem is in the myd- 
des of the World; and that may men preven 
and fchewen there, be a Spere, that is pighte 
in to the Erthe, upon the hour of mydday, 
whan it is Equenoxium, that fchewethe no 
ichadwe on no fyde. And that it icholdc ben 
in the myddes of the World, ‘David wytnef- 
fethe it in the Pfautre , where he feythe, 
c Deus erat us eft faint e in medio Terre. 
Tbanne thei that parten fro the parties of 
the Weft, for to go toward Jerufalem, als 
many iorneyes as thei gon upward for to go 
thidre, in als many iorneyes may thei gon fro 
*ferufalem i unto other Confynyes of the Su- 
perficiakie of the Erthe bezonde. And whan 
men gon bezonde tho iourneyes, toward Tnde 
and to the foreyn YIes, alle is envyronynge 
the roundnefle of the Erthe and of the See, 
* P. oj. c Pfalm lzzir. it. 
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undre oure Contrees on this half. And ther- 
fore bathe it befallen many tymes of o thing, 
that I have herd cownted, whan I waszong; 
how a worthi man departed fomtyme from 
oure Contrees, for to go ferche the World. 
And fb he parted Tnde, and the Yles bezonde 
Tilde, where ben mo than yooo Yles: and lo 
longe he wente be See and Lond, and fo en- 
viround the World be many leylbns, that he 
fond an Yle, where he herde Ipeke his owne 
Langage, callynge on Oxen in the Plowghe, 
fuche Wordes as men Ipeken to Belles in his 
owne Contree: whereof he hadde gret Mer- 
vayle: for he knewe not how it myghte 
be. But I feye, that he had gon lo longe, be 
Londe and be See, that he had envyround alle 
the Erthe, that he was comen azen enviroun- 
ynge, that is to leye, goynge aboute, unto 
his owne Marches, zif he wolde have parted 
fortbe, til he had founden his Contree and his 
owne knouleche. But he turned azen from 
thens, from whens he was come fro; and lo 
he lode moche peynefulle labour, as him lelf 
leyde, a gret while aftre, that he was comen 
horn. For it befelle aftre, that he wente in 
to Norweye; and there Tempelt of the See 
toke him; and he arryved in an Yle; and 
whan he was in that Yle, he knew wel, that 
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it was the Yle, where he had herd fpeke his 
owne Langage before, and the callynge of the 
Oxen at the Plowghe: and that was poflible 
thinge. But how it femethe to fymple men 
unlerned, that men ne mowe not go nndre 
the Erthe, and alfo that men fcholde faile to* 
ward the Hevene, from undre! But that may 
not be, upon lefle, than wee mowe falle to¬ 
ward Hevene, fro the Erthe, where wee ben. 
For fro what partie of the Erthe, that men 
duelle, outher aboven or benetben, it femethe 
alweys to hem that duellen, that thei gon 
more righte than ony other folk. And righte 
as it iemethe to us, that thei ben nndre us, 
righte fo it Iemethe hem, that wee ben undre 
hem. For zif a man myghte falle fro the 
Erthe unto the Firmament; be grettere re- 
loun, the Erthe and the See, that ben fbgrete 
and fo hevy, fcholde fallen to the Fi rma ment: 
but that may not be: and therfore feithe oure 
Lord God, Non timeas me , qui fufpend't 
Terra ex nichilo ? And alle be it, that it be 
poflible thing, that men may fo envyronne 
alie the World, natheles of a 1000 perfones, 
on ne myghte not happen to returnen in to 
his Contree. For, 1 for the gretnefle of the 
Erthe and of the See, men may go be a 1000 

c Job xxvi. 7. 
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and a 1000 other weyes, that no man cowde 
- redye him perfitely toward the parties that he 
cam fro, but zif it were be aventure and happ, 
or be the grace of God. For the Erthe is 
fulle large and fulle gret, and holt in round-' 
nefle and aboute envyroun, be aboven and be 
benethen 20425' Myles, aftre the opynyoun 
of the olde wile Aftronomeres. And here 
Seyenges I repreve noughte. But aftre my 
lytylle wytt, it femethe me, favynge here re¬ 
verence, that it is more. And for to have 
bettere underftondynge, I (eye thus. Be ther 
ymagyned a Figure, that harhe a gret Com- 
pas; and aboute the poynt of the gret Com- 
pas, that is clept the Centre, be made ano¬ 
ther litille Compas : than aftre, be the gret 
Compas devifed be Lines in manye parties; 
and that alle the Lynes meeten at the Centre; 

(b that in as many parties, as the grete Com¬ 
pas fchal be departed, in als manye, (challe 
be departed the litille, that is aboute the Cen¬ 
tre, alle be it, that the fpaces ben lefle. Now 
thanne, be the gret compas reprefcnted for 
the firmament, and the litille compas re- 
prefented for the Erthe. Now thanne the 
Firmament is devyfed, be Aftronomeres, in 
12 Signes; and every Signe is devyfed in 
30 Degrees, that is 360 Degrees, that the 

Firmament 
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Firmament hathe aboven. Alfo, be the Erthc 
devyfed in als many parties, as the Fir* 
mament; and lat every party e anfwere to a 
Degree of the Firmament: and wytethe it 
weJ, that aftre the Au&ourcs of Aftronomye, 
700 Furlonges of Erthe anfweren to a Degree 
of the Firmament; and tho ben 87 Miles and 
4 Furlonges. Now be that here multiplyed 
be 360 fithes; and than thei ben 3 iyoo Myles, 
fevery of 8 Furlonges, aftre Myles ofoureCon- 
tree. So moche hathe the Erthe in round- 
nefle, and of heghte enviroun, aftre myn o- 
pynyoun and myn undirftondynge. And zee 
ichulle undirftoude, that aftre the opynyoun 
of olde wile Philofophres and Aftronomeres, 
Oure Contree ne Ireiond ne Wales ne Scot- 
lond ne Norweye ne the other YIes coftynge 
to hem, ne ben not in the fuperficyalte cownt- 
ed aboven the Erthe; as it fchewethe be alle 
the Bokes of Aftronomye. For the Superfici- 
altee of the Erthe is departed in 7 parties, for 
the 7 Planetes: and tho parties ben deptCly- 
taates. And oure parties be not of the 7 Cly* 
mates: for thei ben defcendynge toward the 
Weft. And allb thele Yles of Tnde, which 
beth evene azcnft us, beth noght reckned in 
the Climates: for thei ben azenftus, that ben 
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in the lowe Contree. And the 7 ClymateS 
ftrecchen hem envyrounynge the World. 
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Cap. XVIII. 

Of the Palays of the Kyng of the Tie 
of Java. Of the Trees , that beren 
Mele, Hony, Wyn and Venym $ and 
of othere Mervayilles and Cufiomes , 
ufed in the Ties manhtnge there 
bouten . 

B E S Y D E that Yle that I have fpoken off 
there is another Yle, that is clept Su- 
mobor % that is a gret Ylc: and the Kyng there¬ 
of is righte myghty. The folk of that Yle 
maken hem alweys to ben marked in the vi- 
iage with an hote Yren, bothe men and w6- 
men, for gret nobleilc, for to ben knowen 
from other folk. For thei holden hem felf 
mod noble and mod worthi of alle the World. 
And thei ban Werre alle weys with the folk 
that gon alle naked. And fade befyde is ano¬ 
ther Yle, that is clept * Betmga,, that is a 

• Bethtyna, F. z. 
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jjode Yle and a plentyfous. And many other 
YIes ben there aboute; where there ben ma- 
ny of dyverie folk: of the Whiche it were to 
longe to Ipeke of alle. 

But faft belyde that Yle, for to pafle be 
See, is a gret Yle and a gret Contree, that 
men depen Java: and it is nyghe 2000 My le 
in circuyt. And the Kyng of that Contree 
is a fulle gret Lord and a ryche and a myghty, 
and hathe undre him 7 other Kynges of 7 o- 
ther Yles abouten hym. This Yle is fulle 
wel inhabyted, and fulle wel manned. There 
growen alle maner of Spicerie, more plenty¬ 
fous licbe than in ony other Contree; as of 
Gyngevere, Clowegylofres, Canelle, Zede- 
walle, Notpmuges and Maces. Andwytethe 
wel, that the Notemuge berethe the Maces. 
For righte as the Note of the Hafelle hathe 
an Husk with outen, that the Note is clofcd 
in, til it be ripe; and aftre fallethe out; righte 
fb it is of the Notemuge and of the Maces. 
Manye other Spices and many other Godes 
growen in that Yle. For of alle thing is there 
plenty, faf only of Wyn: but there is Gold 
and Silver gret plentee. And the Kyng of' 
that Contree hathe a Paleys fulle noble and 
fulle marveyllous, and more riche than ony 
in the World. For all/e the Degrez to gon up 
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in to Halles and Chambres, ben on . of Gold 
another of Sylver. And allb the Pavmentes 
of Halles and Chambres ben alle Square, on 
of Gold and another of Sylver: and alle the 
Walles with inne ben covered with Gold and 
Sylver, in fyn Plates: and in tho Plates ben 
Stories and Batayles of Knyghtes enlevedL 
And the Crounes and the Cercles abouten here 
Hedes ben made of precious Stones and riche 
Perles and grete. And the Halles and the 
Chambres of the Palays ben alle covered with 
inne with Gold and Sylver: lo that no man 
woldetrowe the richelle of that Palays, but he 
had leen it. Andwitethe wel, that theKyng of 
that Yle is lo myghty, that he hathe many 
tymes overcomen the grete Cane of Cathay 
in Bataylle , that is the molt gret Emperour 
that is undre the Firmament, outher bezonde 
the See or on this half. For thei han had 
often tymeWerre betwene hem, be caule that 
the grete Cane woldc conftreynen him to 
holden his lond of him: but that other at alle 
tymes defendethe him wel azenlt him. 

Aftre that Yle, in goynge be See, men 
fynden another Yle, gode and gret, that men 
clepen 'Bathen^ that is a gret Kyngdom, fulle 
of faire Cytees and fulle of Townes. In that 
l ondgro wen Trees, that beren Mele, wherof 
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men maken godeBred and white, and of gode 
favour; and it femethe as it were of Whete, 
buc it is not allynges of fuche Savour. And 
there ben other Trees, that beren Hony, 
gode and fwete; and other Trees, that beren 
Venym; azenft the whiche there is no Medi- 
cyne but on; and that is to taken here pro- 
pre Leves, and ftampe hem and tempere hem 
with Watre, and than drynke it: and elle he 
fchalle dye; for Triacle will not avaylle, ne 
non other Medicyne. Of this Venym, the 
Jewes had let feche of on of here Frendes, 
for to enpoyfone alle Criftiantee, as I have 
herd hem feye in here Confeflioun, before 
here dyenge. But thanked be alle myghty 
God, thei fayleden of hire purpos: but alle 
weys thei maken gret mortalitee of poeple. * 
And other Trees there ben alfo, that beren 
Wyn of noble fentement. And zif zou like 
to here how the Mele comethe out of the 
Trees, I fchalle feye zou. Men hewen the 
Trees with an Hachet, alle aboute the fote 
of the Tree, tille that the Bark be parted in 
many parties ; and than comethe out ther of 
a thikke Lykour, the whiche thei refceyven 
in Veflelles, and dryen it at the hete of the 
Sonne; and than thei han it to a Mylle to 
grynde; and it becomethe faire Mele and 
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white. And the Hony and the Wyn and tho 
Venym ben drawen out of other Trees, in 
the lame manere, and put in Veflelles for to 
kepe. In that Yle is a ded See, that is a Lake, 
that hathe no Ground. And zif ony thing 
falle in to that Lake, it lchalle nevere comen 
up azen. b In that Lake growen Reedes, that 
ben Cannes, that thei clepen Thaby , that ben 
30 Fadme long. And of theiie Canes, men 
maken faire Houles. And ther ben other 
Canes, that ben not lb longe, that growen 
nere the Lond, and han lo longe Rotes, that 
duren wel a c 4 quartres of a Furlong or more; 
and at the Knottes of tho Rotes, men fynden 
precious Stones, that han gret vertues: And 
he that berethe ony of hem upon him, 
Yren ne Steel ne may not hurt him, ne drawe 
no Blood upon him : and therfore thei that 
han tho Stones upon hem, tighten fulle hardy ly, 
bothe on See and Lond: for men may not bar¬ 
men hem on no partye. And therfore thei that 
knowen the manere, and Ichulle tighten with 
hem, thei Ichoten to hem Arwes and Qua- 
relles with outen Yren or Steel; and fo thei 
hurten hem anti Been hem. And alio of thq 

b Plin. L. 7. C. 2. Arundines vero [in India] tanta price- 
titans , ut fingula Inttrnodia alvei navigabili terms mttrdum ho~ 
mints ferattf. c Fourth. 
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Canes, thei maken Houfes and Schippcs and 
ocher thinges; as wee han here, makynge 
Houfes and Schippes of Oke or of ony other 
Trees. And deme no man, that I feye it, 
but for a TruffuHe: for I have feen of the 
Cannes with royn owne Eyzen, falle many 
tymes, lyggynge upon the Ryvere of that 
Lake; of the whiche, xo of oure Felowes ne 
myghten not liften up ne beren on to the 

Erthe. , „ ■ 

Ahrc this YIe, men gon be See to another 

Yle, that is clept Calonak: and it is a fair 
Lond and a plentifous of Godes. And the 
Kyne of that Contrey hath als many Wyfes 
as he wole ; for he makethe fercheaHe the 
Contree, to geten him the faireft Mayctens 
that may ben founde, and makethe hem to ben 
broughte before him; and he takethe on 
o nyght, and another another nyght, and fo 
forthe contynuelle fewyng ; fo that he hath 
a 1000 Wyfes or mo. And he liggethe never 
but o nyght, with on of hem, and another 
nyght with another, but zifthat on happene 
to ben more lufty to his plefance than ano¬ 
ther. And therfore theKyng getethe folle ma¬ 
ny Children; fem tyme an 100, fum tyme 
an xooi and fum tyme mo. And he hathe 
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makethe for to ben brought up amonges his 
Vyileynes, be alle his Townes. For in cas 
that he had ony Werre azenft ony other Kyng 
aboute him, thanne he makethe certeyn men 
of Armes for to gon up in to tbe Caftelles of 
Tree, made for the Werre, that craftily ben 
fett up on the OlifantesBakkes, for to fyghtea 
azen hire Enemy es: and lo don other Kynges 
there aboute. For the maner of Werre is not 
there, as it is here or in other Contrees4 nc 
the Ordynance of Werre nouther. And men 
clepen the Olifantes, Warkes. 

And in that Yle there is a gret Marvayl?, 
more to Ipeke of than in ony other partie of 
the World. For alle manere of FilTches, that 
ben there in the See abouten hem, comen ones 
in the Zeer, eche manere of dyverfe Fiflches, 
on maner of kynde aftre other; and thei 
caften hem felf to the See Banke of that Yl?, 
fogretplentec and multitude, that no man may 
unnetheSee butFiflche; and there thei ahyden 
3 dayes: and every man of the Contree takethe 
of hem, als many as him lykethe: And aftre, 
that maner of FilTche, aftre the thridde day, 
departethp and gothe in to the See. And af¬ 
tre hem, comen another multitude of Fyflclje 
of another kynde, and don in the lame maner 
as the firlte diden other 3 dayes. A.od aftre 
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Item, another; tille alle the dyverfe maner of 
FiAches han ben there, and that men han ta¬ 
ken of hem, that hem lykethe. And no man 
knowethe the caufe wherfore it may ben. But 
thei of the Contree feyn, that it is for to do 
reverence to here Kyng, that is the mod wor- 
thi-Kyug, that is in the World, as thei feyn; 
becaufe that he fulfillethe the Comandement, 
that God bad to Add and Eve, whan God 
leyde, Crejcite & mult tp lieatnini & replete 
Terrain. And for becaufe that he multipli- 
ethe fo the World with Children, therfore 
God fendethe him fo the FiAches of dyverfe 
Jkyndes, of alle that ben in the See, to ta,* 
ken at his wille, for him and alle his peple. 
And therfore alle the FiAches of the See 
pomen, to xpaken him homage, as the moil 
noble and excellent Kyng of the World, and 
that is beft beloved with God, als thei feyn. 

I knowe not the refoun, whi it is: but God 
knowethe. But this, me femethe, is the mode 
marveylle, that evere I faughe. For this mer- 
vaylle is azenft kynde, and not with kynde, 
that the FiAches, that han fredom to envi- 
roun alle the Coftes of the See, at here owne 
lift, comen of hire owne wille to profren hem 
$o the 4ethe, wi^h outen conftreynynge qf 
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man: and therfbre I am fykcr, that this may 
not ben, with oaten a gret tokene. 

There ben alfo in thatContree a kyndc of 
Snayles, that ben fo grete, that many per- 
fones may loggen hem in here Schelles, as 
men wolde done in a litylle Hous. And other 
Snayles there ben, that ben fulle grete, but 
not fo huge as the other. And of theife Snayles, 
and of gret white Wormes, that han blake 
Hedes, that ben als grete as a mannes thigbe, 
and s6me lefTe, as grete Wormes that men 
fynden there inWodes, men maken Vyaunde 
Rialle, for the Kyng and for other grete 
Lordes. And zif a man, that is maryed, dye 
in that Contree, men buryen his Wif with 
him alle quyk. For men feyn there, that it 
is refoun, that fche make him companye in 
that other World, as fche did in this. 

From that Contree, men gon be the Sec 
Occean , be an Yle that is clept Caffolos. Men 
of that Contree, whan here Frendes ben fefce, 
thei hangen hem upon Trees; and feyn, that 
it is bettre, that Briddes, that ben Angeles of 
God, eten hem, than the foule Wormes of 
the Erthe. 

From that Yle men gon to another Yle, 
where the folk ben of fulle curled kynde; 

far 
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foe thei nory fichen grece Dogges, and techen 
hem to ftraogle here Frendes, whan thei ben 
fyke : for thei wil noughte, that thei dyen 
of kyndely Dethe: for thei feyn, that thei 
fcholde iuftren to gret peyne, zif thei abyden 
to dyen be hem felf, as Nature wolde: and 
whan thei ben thus enftranglcd, thei eten here 
Fiefche, in flede of Venyfoun. 

Aftreward men gon be many Yles be See, 
onto an Yle, that men clepen Milke: and 
there is a fulle curfed peple: for thei delyten 
in ne thing more, than for to tighten and to 
fie men. And tbei drynken gladlyeft mannes 
Blood, the whiche thei clepen Dieu. And 
the mo men that a man may flee, the more 
worlchipe he hathe amonges hem. And zif 
% perfones ben at debate, and peraventure ben 
accorded be here Frendes or be fum of here 
Alliance, it behovethe that every of hem, 
that fchulle ben accorded, drynke of otheres 
Blood: and elle the Accord ne the Alliance 
is noghte worthe, ne it ichalle not be ne rc* 
pref to him to breke the Alliance and the Ac¬ 
cord, but zif every of hem drynke of otheres 
Blood. 

And from that Yle, men gon be See, from 
Yle to Yle, unto an Yle, that is clept Tra- 
(oda\ where the folk of that Contree ben as 

Belles 
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Bedes and unrefonable, and duellen in Caves, 
that thei maken in the Erthe; for rhei have 
no wytt to maken hem Houfes. And whan 
thei feen ony man paflynge thorghe here Con- 
trees, thei hyden hem in here Caves. And 
thei eten Flefche of Serpcntes; and thei eten 
hut litilie, and thei fpeken nought; but thei 
hiflen, as Serpentes don. And thei lette no 
prys be no richefle, but only of a precyous 
Ston, that is amonges hem, that is of 6 o co- 
loures. And for the name of the Yle, thei 
clepen it Tracodon. And thei loven more 
that Ston, than ony thing elle: and zit thei 
knowe not the vertue there of: but thei co-i 
veyten it and loven it only for the beautee. 

Aftre that Yle, men gon be the See Or- 
cean, be many Yles, unto an Yle, that is 
dept Nacumera ; that is a gret Yle and good 
and fayr: and it is in kompas aboute, more 
than a iooo Myle.. And alle the men and 
w 5 men of that Yle han Houndes Hedes: and 
thei ben dept c Cynocepbali: and thei ben 
fplle refonable and of gode undirftondynge, 
iaf that thei worfchipen an Ox for here God. 
And alfo everyehe of hem berethe an Ox of 
Gold or of Sylver in his fbrhed, in tokene 
that thei loven wel here God. And thei gon 

• CytHunolgi, Pliny, L. 6. C. 30, 
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alle naked, faf a litylle Clout, that thei co- 
veren with here Knees and hire Membres. 
Thei ben gretefolk and wel fyghtynge; and 
thei han a gret Targe, that coverethe alle the 
Body, and a Sperc in here hond to fighte 
with. And zif thei taken ony man in Ba- 
taylle, anon thei eten him. The Kyng of 
that Yle is fulle riche and fulle myghty, and 
righte devout aftre his Lawe: and he hathe 
abouten his Nekke 300 Perles oryent, gode 
and grete, and knotted, as c Pater Nojires here 
of Amber. And in maner as wee feyn oure 
'Pater Nojier and oure Ave Maria, cownt- 
yng the Pater Nojlers , right fo this Kyng 
ley the every day devoutly 300 Preyeres to 
his God, or that he ete: and heberethe alio 
aboute his Nekke a Rubye oryent, noble and 
fyn, that is a Fote of lengthe, and fyve fyn- 
gres large. And whan thei chefen here Kyng, 
thei taken him that Rubye, to beren in his 
Hond, and lo thei leden him rydynge alle a- 
bouten the Cytee And fro thens fromward, 
thei ben alle obey flant to him. And that Ru¬ 
bye he Ichalle bere alle wey aboute his Nekke: 
for zif he hadde not that Rubye upon him, 
men wolde not holden him for Kyng. The 
grete Cane of Cathay hathe gretly coveted 
that Rubye; but he royghte never han it, 

for 
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for Werre ne for no maner of Godes. This 
Kyng is fo rightfolle and of equytee in his 
Doomes, that men may go fykerlyche thorghe 
out alie his Contree, and here with him what 
him lid* that no man fchalle ben hardy to rob* 
ben hem: and zif he were, the Kyng wolde 
iultifyed anon. 

Fro this Lond men gon to another Yle, 
that is clept Silha: and it is welle a 800 
Myles aboute. In that Lond is fulle mochelle 
Wade r for it is fulle of Serpentes, of Dra- 
gouns and of Cokadrilles ; that no man dar 
duelle there. Theife Cocodriiles ben Ser¬ 
pentes, zalowe and rayed aboven, and han 4 
Feet and fchorte Thyes and grete Nayles, as 
Clees or Talouns: and there ben s6me that 
han f Fadme in lengthe, and stlme of 6 and 
of 8, and of 10: and whan thei gon be places* 
that ben gravelly, it femethe as thoughe men 
hadde drawen a gret Tree thoighe the gravel¬ 
ly place. And there ben allb many wylde 
Belles, and namelyche of Olyfauntes. In that 
Yle is a gret Mountayne; and in mydd place 
of the Mount, is a gret Lake in a fulle faire 
Pleyne, and there is gret plentee of Watre. 
And thei of the Contree feyn, that Adam 
and Eve wepten upon that Mount an ioof 
Zeer, whan thei weren dry yen out of ‘Para- 

dys. 


Digitized by Google 



Sir John Maundevile, Kt. 239 

ttys. And that Watte, thei feyn, is of here 
Teres: for fo moche Watre thei wepten, that 
made the forleyde Lake. And in the botme 
of that Lake, men fynden many prccions 
Stones and grete Perles. In that Lake growen 
many Reedes and grete Cannes: and there 
with inne ben many Cocodrilles and Serpentes 
and grete watre Leches. And the Kyng of 
that Contree, ones every zeer, zevethe leve 
to pore, men to gon in to the Lake, to gadre 
hem precyons Stones and Perles, be weye of 
Alenteffity for the love of God, that made A'¬ 
dam. And alle the Zeer, men fynde y nowe. 
And for the Vermyn, that is with inne, thei 
anoynte here Armes and here Thyes and 
Legges with an Oynement, made of a thing 
that is clept Lymons, that is a manere of 
Fruyr, lyche fmale Pefen: and thanne have 
thei no drede of no Cocodrilles, ne of non 
other venymous Vermyn. This Watre ren- 
nethe, flowyngc and ebbynge, be a iyde of 
the Mountayne: and in that Ryver men 
fynden precious Stones and perles, gret Plen- 
tee. And men of that Ylc feyn comounly, 
that the Serpentes and the wilde Belles of 
that Contree ne will not don non harm, ne 
touchen with evylle, no ftrange man, that 
entrethe into that Contree, but only to men 
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that ben born of the fame Conttee. In that 
Gontree and othere there abouten, there 
ben wylde Gees, that han x Hedes: and 
there ben Lyo.uns alle white, and als grete 
as Oxen, and many othere dyverfe Belles, 
and foules aho, that be not feyn amonges 
us. And witethe wel, that in that Contree 
and in othere Yles there abouten* the See is 
fo highe, that it femethe as though it henge 
at the Clqwdes, and that it wolde covere alle 
the World: and that is gret Mervaylle, that 
it myghte be lo, faf only the wille of God, 
that the Eyr fufteynethe it. And therfore 
leyth 'David in the ‘Pfautere, Mimbtles ela * 
tiones Maris. 



Cap. 


Digitized by VjOooLe 



Sir John Maundevile, Kt. 241 

Cap: XIX; 

ffoiv men knowen be the Ydole , zif the 
fike fchalle dye or non. Of folk of 
dyverfe fchap and merveyloufly dtf- 
figured: And of the Monkey that 
zeven hire releef to Babewynes> 
Apes and Marmefettes and to other 
Beftes: 

F ROM that Yle, in goynge be See, to¬ 
ward the Southe, is another gret Yle, 
that is dept fDondun. In that Yle ben folk 
of dyverfe kyndes; lb that the Fadre etethe 
the Sone, the Sone the Fadre, the Hnsbonde 
the Wif, and the Wif theHusbonde. And zif 
it fo befalle, that the Fadre or Modre or ony 
of here Frendes ben feke, anon the Son gothe 
to the Preft of here Law, and preyethe him 
to aske the Ydole, zif his Fadre or Modre or 
Frend fchalle dye on that evylle or non. And 
than the Preft and the Sone gone to gydere 
before the Ydole, and knelen fulle devoutly* 
and asken of the Ydole here demdnde. And 
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zif the Devylle, that is with inne, anfwere* 
that he fchalle Jyye, thei kepen him wel: 
and zif he feye, that he fchalle dye, than the 
Preft gothe with the Sane, with the Wif of 
him that is feeke, and thei putten here hondes 
upon his mouthe, and (loppen his Brcthe, 
and fo tbei fleen him; And aftre that, thei 
cboppen alle the Body in fmale peces, and 
preyen alle his Frendes to comen and eten of 
him, that is ded: and thei fenden for alle the 
Mynftralle of the Contree, and maken a ft>- 
lempne Fefte. And whan thei han eten the 
Fie Ache, thei taken the Bones, and buryen 
hem, and fyngen and maken gret melodye. 
And alle tho that ben of his kyn, or pre- 
teadea hem to ben his Frendes, and thei 
come not to that Fefte, thei ben repreved for 
evere and (chained, and maken gret doel; for 
nevere aftre fchulle thei ben holden as Frendes. 
And thei feyn alfo, that men eten here Flefche, 
for to delyveren hem out of peyne. For zif 
the Wormes of the Erthe eten hem, the Soule 
fcholde (aftre gret peyne, as thei feyn; and 
namely, whan the Flefche is tendre and me- 
gre, thanoe feyn here Frendes, that thei don 
gretSynne, to leten hem have ft) long langure, 
to fuffre lb moche peyne, with oute refonn. 
And whan the! fyede the Fle/Tche fette, than 
6 thei 
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thei feyn, that it is wel don, to fendcn him 
Tone to Taradys ; and that thei have not fuf- 
fred him to longe to endure in peyne. The 
Kyng of this Yle is a fill gtet Lord and a 
myghty; and hathe undre him 5^4 grete Yles, 
that zeven Tribute to him: and in everyche 
of theife Yles, is a Kyng crowned, and alle 
ben obeyfiant to that Kyng. And he hathe 
in tho Yles many dyverfe folk. In on of 
theile Yles ben folk of gret Stature, as Ge- 
auntes; and thei ben hidoule for to loke up¬ 
on ; and* thei han but on eye, and that is 
in the myddylle of the Front; and thei eten 
no thing but raw Flefiche and raw Fyflche. 

And in another Yle, toward the Southe, 
duellen folk of foule Stature and of curled 
kynde b , that han no Hedes: and here Eyen 
ben in hcte Scholdres. 

And in another Yle ben folk, that han the 
face alle platr, alle pleyn c , with outen Nefe 
and A with outen Mouthe: but thei han % 


■ Pliny y L 6. C. 30. and L. 7. C 2. Prodnntur Arhnafpi f 
nno oculo in Frontt media infignes. 

b Pliny, L.7. C. 2. Rurfnfq; db his , Occidentem verfus, quof- 
ddm fine Cervice, Oculos in Humeris habentts. And L C. 8. 
Blemmyis trdduntur capita abejfe, ore (/ oculis pethri ajfixis. 

e Ibidem. Contom inter Nomadas Jndos , Narium loco, fora¬ 
mina tantnm habentem. \ 

d Ibid. Ad extremos fines India , ah Orient * y circa fontem 
Ganffs, Aftomorum gentcm fine ore . 
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(male holes alie rounde, in ftede of hire Eyen: 
and hire Mouthe is plate alfo, with outen 
Lippes. 

And in another Yle ben folk of foul fafee- 
on and Schapp, e that han the Lippe above 
the Mouthe fo gret, that whan thei ftepen in 
the Sonne, thei keveren alle the face with 
that Lippe. 

And in another Yle f ,‘ ther ben litylle folk, 
as Dwerghes; and thei ben to fo meche as 
the Pygmeyes, and thei han no Mouthe, but 
in ftede of hire Mouthe, thei han a lytylle 
round hole: and whan thei ichulle eten or 
drynken, thei taken thorghe a Pipe or a Penne 
or fuche a thing, and lowken it in: for thei 
han no Tonge; and therfore thei fpeke not, 
but thei maken a maner of hiftynge, as a Ned- 
dre dothe, and thei maken Signes on to ano* 
ther, as Monkes don; be the whiche, every 
of hem undirftondethe other. 

And in another Yle ben folk, that han s gret 

« Strabo deferibes fuch a People, call’d Amy Ayr*. 

* Plin. L. 7. C. i. Supra bos , extrema in parte Montium f Spi- 
thanui Pygmai narrantur, ternas Spithamas longitudine; hoc eft t 
ternos Dodrantes non ex cedent es. 

& Plin. L. 4. C. 13. Fencftorum alia [Infula Posits] in quibus 
nuda alioquin corpora pragrandes ipforum Aures tota contegant . 
L. 7. C. 2. Alios Auribus totos contegi . Strabo calls them 
Jfidore calls them Pan*iii, 
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Etes and longe, that hangcn doun to here 
Knees. 

And in another Yle ben folk, that han 
h Hors Feet; and thei ben ftronge and myghty 
andfwift renneres: for thei taken wylde Bedes 
with rennyng, and etcn ben). 

And in another Yle ben folk, that 1 gon 
upon hire Hondes and hire Feet, as Belles: 
and thei ben alle skynned and fedred, and 
thei wolde lepen als lightly in to Trees, and 
fro Tree to Tree, as it were Squyrelles or 
Apes. 

And in another Yle ben folk that ben bothe 
k Man and Woipan : and thei han kynde of 
that on and of that other; and thei han but 
o Pappe on the o lyde, and on that other 
non: and thei han Membres of Generacioun 
of Man and Woman ; and thei ufen bothe, 
whan hem lid, ones that on, and another 
tyme that other: and thei geten Children, 
whan thei ulen the membre of Man; and 

h Plin. L. 4. C. 13. Alia, in quibus squints pedibus homines 
naficantur, Hippof odes appellats 

» L. 5. C 8. Him an sop odes loripedes quid am, quibus ftrpendo 
tngrtdi nature oft. And L. 7 . C. 1. Sunt a* Satyr's fubfoUnis 
lndorum montibus, turn quadrupedes turn refte cur rentes, humani 
effigie. 

k Ibid. Supra Nafiamonas confine[quo illis Muchly as, Androgy¬ 
nes ejfe utriufiq; nature, inter fie vicibus mantes, <ZalUphanef 
fradit, 
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thei bere Children, whan rhci uien the meiq- 
bre of Woman. 

And in another Yle ben folk, that gon alle 
Weycs upon here 1 Knees, fill merveyloufly ; 
and at every pas that thei gon, it femethe 
that thei wolde falle: and thei han in every 
Foot, 8 Toes. 

Many other dyverfe folk of dyverfe na¬ 
tures ben there in other Yles abouten, of the 
whiche it were to longe to telle: and ther- 
fbre I pafTe over fchortly. 

From theife YIes, in paflynge be the See 
Occean toward the Eft, be many iourneyes, 
men fynden a gret Contree and a gret Kypg- 
dom, that men clepen Mancy : and that is in 
Tnde the more: and it is the befte Lond, and 
on of the faireft, that may be in alle the World, 
and the moft dele&able, and the moft plenti- 
fous of alle Godes, that is in power of man. 
In that Lond diiellen many Criftene men and 
Sarrazynes: for it is a gode Contree and a 
gret. And there ben there inne mo than zooo 
greteCytees and riche, with outen other grete 
Townes. And there is more plentee of pe- 
ple there, than in ony other partie of Tnde ; 

1 Ibid. In quadam convalle tnagna I mat month, regio ejl, qut 
vacatur Abarimon , in qua fylvejlres vivunt homines, averjis foft 
yur* flantis. 
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for the bountee of the Contree. In that Con- 
rrce is no nedy man, ne non that gothe on 
beggynge. And thei ben fulle fairc folk: but 
thei ben alle pale. And the men han thynne 
Berdes and fewe Heres ; but thei ben longe: 
but unethe hathe ony man paflynge 50 Heres 
in his Berd ; and on Heer fitt here, another 
there, as the Berd of a Lyberd or of a Catr. 
In that Lond ben many fairere W6men, than 
in ony other Contree bezonde the See: and 
therfore men depen that Lond Albanye ; be- 
caufc that the folk ben whyte. And the chief 
Cytee of that Contree is clept Latoryn ; and 
it is a iourncye from the See: and it is moche 
more than c Parys. In that Cytee is a gret 
Ryvere, berynge Schippes, that gon to alle 
the Codes in the See. No Cytee of the World 
is lo wel ftored of Schippes, as is that. And 
alle tho of the Cytee and of the Contree 
xvorfchipen Ydoles. In that Contree ben 
** double (ithes more briddes than ben here. 
There ben white Gees, rede aboute thcNekke, 
and thei ban a gret Creft, as a Cokkes Comb 
upon hire Hedes: and thei ben meche more 
there, than thei ben here; and men byen 
hem there alle quykkc, right gret chepe. And 
fhere is gret plchtee of Neddres, of whom 

n VoUtcres in duflo funt majores , L. 
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men maken grcte Feftes, and ecen hem at grcte 
follempnytees. And he that makethe there 
a Fefte, be it neyere fo coftifous ? and he have 
no Neddres, he hathe no thanke for his tra- 
vaylle. 

Many gode Cytees there ben in that Con- 
tree, and men han gret plentee and gret chep 
of alle Wynes and Vitailles. In that Con- 
tree ben manye Chirches of religious men, 
and of here La we: and in tho Chirches ben 
Ydoles, als gretc as Geaqntes. A n< l to thcife 
Ydoles thei zeven to ete ? at grete feftyfulle 
dayes, in this manere. Thei bryngen before 
hem mere alle foden, als hoot as thei cornea 
fro the Fuyr, and thei leteq the linoke gon 
up towardes the Ydoles; aqd than thei feyn, 
that the Ydoles han eten; and than the reli¬ 
gious men eten the mete aftrewardes. In that 
Contree ben white Henqes withouten Fe- 
thercs: but thei beren white Wolle, asScheep 
don here. In that Contree, Wommen that 
ben unmaryed, thei han Tokenes on hire 
Hedes, lyche Coronales, to ben knowen for 
unmaryed. Alio in that Contree, ther ben 
Beftes, taughte of men to gon in tp Warres, 
in to Ry veres and in to depe Stankes, for to 
take Fyiche: the whiche Bell is but lytille, 
and men clepen hem Loyres. And whan men 
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(caften hem in to the Watre, anon thei brings 
np gret Fiflches, als manye as men wold. And 
zif men wil have mo, thei cad hem in azen, 
and thei bryngen np als many as men lid to 
have. 

And fro that Cytee, paflynge many iour- 
neyes, is another Cytee, on of the greeted of 
the World, that men clepen “ Cajfay ; that is 
to feyne the Cytee of Hevene. That Cytee 
is wel a $0 Myle aboute, and it is drongliche 
enhabyted with peple, in fo moche that in 
on Houfc men maken 10 Houlholdes. In that 
jQytee ben iz princypalle Zates; and before 
every Zate, a 3 Myle or a 4 Myle in lengthen 
is a gret Toun, or a gret Cytee. That Cytee 
Jytt upon a gret Lake on the See; as dothe 
Venyfe. And in that Cytee ben mo than 
ixooo Bribes: and upon every Brigge, ben 
frronge Toures and gode; in the whiche duel- 
Jcn the Wardeynes, for to kepen the Cytee 
fro the gret Cane. And on that o part of the 
Cyjee, rennethe a gret Ryvere alle along the 
Cytee. And there duellen Cridene men, and 
many Mafchauntes and other folk of dyverfe 
Nacyouqs: be caufe that the Lond is fo gode 
and fo plentifous. And there growethe fulle 
gode Wyn, that men clepen Bigon, that js 

" ft. I. V Canfay, L. 3. fafye, L. 4. 
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fulle myghty and gentylle in drynkynge. This 
is a Cytee ryalle, where the Kyng of Mancy 
was wont to duelle: and there duelien many 
religious men, aS it were of the ordre of 
Freres: for thei ben Mendyfauntes. 

From that Cytee, men gon be Watre, fo- 
lacynge and difportyngc hem, title thei come 
to an Abbey of Monkes, that is fade bye, 
that ben gode religious men, after here Fey the 
and Lawc. In that Abbeye is a gret Gardyn 
and a fair, where ben many Trees of dyverfe 
manere of Frutcs: and in this Gardyn, is a ly- 
tille Hille, fulle of dele&able Trees. In that 
Hille and in that Gardyn, ben many dyverfe 
Bedes, as of Apes, Marmozetres, Babewynes, 
and many other dyverfe Bedes. And every 
day, whan the Covcnt of this Abbeye hathe 
eten, the Awmener let berc the releef to the 
Gardyn, and he fmytethe on the Gardyn Zare 
with a Clyket of Sylver, that he holdethe in 
his bond, and anon alle the Bedes of the Hille 
and of dyverfe places of the Gardyn, comen 
out, a 3000 or a 4000; and thei cortien in gyfe 
of pore men : and men zeven hem the releef, 
in faire VefTelles of Sylver, clene over gylt. 
And whan thei han eten, the Monk fmytethe 
eft {'ones on theGardynZatc with theCIyketj 
find than anon alle the Bedes rctornen a?en 
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to here places, that thei come fro. And thei 
feyn, that theife Beftes ben Soules of worthi 
men, that refemblen in lyknefle of the Belles, 
that ben faire : and therfore thei zeve hem 
mete, for the love of God. And the other 
Beftes that ben foule, they leyn, ben Soules 
of pore men and of rude Comouns. And thus 
thei beleeven, and no man may putte hem 
out of this opynyoun. Theife Beftes above- 
fcyd, thei let taken, whan thei ben zonge, 
and noriflchen hem fo with Almefle; als ma- 
pye, as thei may fynde. And I asked hem, 
zif it had not ben better, to have zoven that 
rcleef to pore men, rathere than to the Beftes. 

• And thei anfwerde me and feyde, that thei 
hadde no pore men amonges hem, in that 
Contree: and thoughe it had ben lb, that 
pore men had ben among hem, zit were it 
gretter Almefle, to zeven it to tho Soules, 
that dop there here Penance. Manye other 
Marveylles ben in that Cytee and in the Con- 
tree there aboute, that were to long to telle 
zou. 

Fro that Cytee, go men be the Contree a 6 
iourneyes, to another Cytee, that men clepen 
pCbilenfo: of the whiche Cytee, the Walles 

0 Chelofo, L. I. Chtfolt, L. 2. Tylenfij L. 3, 4. Chyltns , 

E. Ux,3.4- 

ben 


Digitized by Vjooole 



2 5 1 The Vo tage and Trerudite of 

ben xo Myle abonte. In that Cytee ben 6p 
Brigges of Scon, fo faire, that no man may 
fee fairere. In tbac Cytee was the firde Sege 
of the Kyng of Money: for it is a fair Cytee, 
and plenteevous of aile Godes. 

Afire pafle men overthwart a gret Ryvere, 
that men clepen Dalay: and that is the gret- 
teft Ryvere of FrefTche Water, that is in the 
World. For there, as it is mod narow, it is 
more than 4 Myle of brede. And thanne en- 
tren men azen in to the Lend of the grete 
Chane. That Ryvere gothe thorghe the Lond 
of P igmaus: where that the folk ben of li- 
ty He Stature, that ben but 3 Span long p : and 
thei ben right faire and gentylle, aftre here 
quantytees, bothe the Men and the Worn- 
men. And thei maryen hem, whan thei ben 
half Zere of Age, and geten Children. And 
thei Iyven not, but 6 Zeer or 7 at the mode. 
And he that lyvethe 8 Zeer, men holden 
him there righte pafTynge old. Theife men 
ben the bede worcheres of Gold, Sylyer, Co- 
toun, Sylk, and of alle fuche thinges, of 

P Plin. 7. i. Supra has, [circa Tontem Gangis] extrema m 
parte Montium , Spithamdt Pygmdt narrantur, ternas Spithamas 
longitudine\ hoc eft, ternos dodrantes non excedentes —Quos a 
Gruibus inf eft art Homerm quoqtee prodidit. Fama eft , injidente* 
arietum caprarumque dorps t armatos fagittis. Verts tempore^ 
tittiverfo agmtnc ad m*rtd<cft$nd\re % C7 ova pulUfquc earum alt turn 
tonfumere . 

opy 


Digitized by kjOOQle 



Sir John Maundevile, Kt. 253 

ony other, that be in the World. And the! 
han often tymcs'Werre with the Briddes of 
the Contree, that thei taken and eten. This 
litylle folk nouther labouren in Londes ne in 
Vynes. But thei han grete men amonges hem, 
of oure Stature, that tylen the Lond, and la¬ 
bouren amonges the Vynes for hem. And of 
tho men of oure Stature, han thei als grete 
skorne and wondre, as we wolde have among 
us of Geauntes, zif thei weren amonges us. 
There is a gode Cytee, amonges othere, 
where there is duellynge gret plentee of tho 
lytylle folk: And it is a gret Cytee and a 
fair; and the men ben grete, that duellen 
amonges hem: but whan thei geten ony 
Children, thei ben als litylle as the Pygmeyes: 
and therfore the! ben alle, for the mode part, 
alle Pygmeyes; for the Nature of the Lond 
is foche. The grete Cane let kepe this Cy¬ 
tee folle wel: for it is his. And alle be it, 
that the Pygmeyes ben lytylle, zit thei ben 
folle refonable, aftre here Age, and connen 
botheniWytt and gode and malice, y now. 

Fro that Cytee, gon men be the Contree, 
be many Cytees and many Townes, unto a 
Cytee, that men clepen Jamcbay: and it is 
a noble Cytee and a riche, and of gret pro- 

* Sciunt fuffieunttr Bonum er Malum, L. 
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lice to the Lord: andthidrego men to lecheri 
Marchandife of alle manere of thing. That 
Cytee is fulle moche worthe zerly to the 
Lord of the Contree. For he hathe every 
Zere to rente of that Cytee (as thei of the 
Cytee feyn) $0000 Cumantz of Floreyns of 
Cold: for thei cownten there alle be Cn- 
manz: and every Cumant is ioooo Floryns 
of Gold. Now may men wel rekene, how 
moche that it amouDtethe. The Kyng of that 
Contree is fulle myghty: and zit he is undre 
the grete Cane. And the gret Cane hathe 
undre him iz fuche Provynces. In that Con* 
tree, in the gode Townes, is a godc Cuftom. 
For whofo wille make a Fefte to ony of his 
Frendes, there ben certeyn Innes in every 
gode Toun; and he that wil make the Fefte, 
wil leye to the Hoftellere, Arraye for me, 
to mofwe, a gode Dyner, for lo many folk; 
and tellethe him the nombre; and devyfethe 
him the Viaundes: and he leythe alio. Thus 
moche I will dilpende, and no more. And 
anon the Hoftellere arrayethe for him, lb faire 
and fo wel and lo honcftly, that tber Ichalle 
lakke no thing. And it ichalle be don fnnnere; 
and with Iafte coft, than, and a man made it 
in his owne Hous. 
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And a y Myle fro that Cytce, toward the 
Hed of the Ry vere of ^Dalay^ is another Cy- 
tee, that men depen Menke. In that Cytee 
is ftrong Navye of Scbippes; and alle ben 
white as Snow, of the kynde of the Trees, 
that thei ben made offe. And thei ben fulle 
grete Schippes, and faire, and wel ordeyned, 
and made with Halles and Chambres, and o- 
ther eyiementes as thoughe it were on the 
Lond. 

Fro thens go men be many Townes and 
many Cytees, tborghe the Contree, unto a 
Cytee, that men depen LatUeryne: and it is 
an 8 iourney es fro the Cytee aboveieyd. This 
Cytee fitt upon a faire Ry vere, gret and brood, 
that men depen Caramaron. This Ryvere 
paflethe thorghe out Cathay: and it dothe 
often tyme harm, and that fulle gret, whan 
it is over gret. 
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C a p. XX. 

Of the grete Chane of Chatay. Of the 
Rjaltee of his Palays, and how he 
fit at Mete; and of the grete nom - 
hre of Officeres , that ferven hym. 

/-'HATAT is a grct Contree and a fair, 
noble and riche, and fullc of Marchauntes. 
Thidre gon Marchaundes allc Zeres, for to 
fechen Spices and alle manere of Marchan- 
difes, more comounly than in ony other 
partye. And "zee fchulle undirftonde, that 
Marchaundes, that comen fro Gene or fsoVe- 
nyfe or fro Romanye, or other partyes of 
Lombardye, thei gon be See and beLonde ir 
Monethes, or n, ormorefum tyme, or thei 
may come to the Yle of Cathay y that is the 
princypalleRegyoun of alle partyes bezonde ; 
and it is of the grete Cane. 

Fro Cathay go men toward the Eft, be ma¬ 
ny iorneyes: and than men fynden a gode 
Cytee, betwene theife othere, that men clepen 
* Sugarmago. That Cytee is on of the befte 

• Thus the French: but the Latin MSS. have it, Eugarmago. 
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ftored of Sylk and other Marchandifes, that: 
is in the World. Aftre go men zit to ano¬ 
ther old Cytee, toward the Eft: and it is in 
the Provynce of Cathay. And befyde that 
Cytee, the men of Tartaryt han let make 
another Cytee, that is dept Cay don and it 
bathe iz Zates: and betwene the two Zates, 
there is alle weys a gret Myle; fo that the 
z Cytees, that is to feyne, the oldc and the 
newe, han in circuyt more than zo Myle. In 
this Cytee is the Sege of the grete Cane in a 
fulle gret Palays, and the moft paflynge fair 
in alle the World: of the whiche the Walles 
ben in drcuyt more than a Myle: and with¬ 
in the Walles, it is alle fulle of other Palays. 
And in the Gardyn of the grete Palays, thef? 
is a gret Hille, upon the whiche there is anpr 
ther Palays : and it is the moft fair and the 
moft riche, that ony man may devyle. And 
alle aboute the Palays apd the Hille, ben 
many Trees, berynge many dyverle Frutes. 
And alle aboute that Hille, ben Dyches grete 
and depe: and befyde hem, ben grete Vy- 
neres, on that o part and op that other. And 
there is a fulle fair Brigge to pafte over the 
Dyches. And in theife Vyneres, ben fo mar 
ny wylde Gees and Gandres and wylde Dokes 
and Swannes and Heirouns, that it is with 

S outcn 
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outen nombre. And alle aboute theifcDycbes 
and Vyncres, is the grete Gardyn, fulle of 
wylde Beftes; fo that, whan the gret Cane 
wil have ony Defport on that, to taken ony 
of the wylde Beftes or of the Foules, he wil 
lete chacc hem and taken hem at the Wyn- 
dowes, with oaten goynge out of hisCham- 
bre. This Palays, where his Sege is, is bothe 
gret and paflynge fair. And with in the Pa- 
lays, in the Halle, there ben 14 Pyleres of 
fyn Gold : and alle the Walles ben covered 
with inne, of rede Skynnes of Beftes, that 
men clepen Panteres ; that ben faire Beftes, 
and well Imellyng: lo that for the fwete 
odour of tho Skynnes, non evylle Ayr may 
entre in to the Palays. Tho Skynnes ben ais 
rede as Blode; and thei fchyneft fo brighte a- 
zen the Sonne, that unethes no man may be¬ 
holden hem. And many folk worlchipen tho 
Beftes, whan thei meeten hem firft at Morwe, 
for here gret vertue and for the gode fmelle 
that thei han : and tho Skynnes thei preylen 
more than thoughe thei were Plate of fyn 
Gold And in the myddes of this Palays is 
the 3 Mountour for the grete Cane , that is 
alle wrought of Gold and of precyous Stones 
and grete Perles: and at 4 Corrieres of the 

• Afcenforium^ L. Mountaymttt , F. 
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Mountour, ben 4 Serpentes of Gold: and alle 
aboute ther is y made large Nettes of Sylk, 
and Gold and grete Perles hangynge alle a- 
boute the Mountour. And undre the Moon- 
tour, ben Condytes of Beverage, that thei 
drynken in the Emperours Court. And be- 
fyde the Condytes, ben many Veflelles of 
Gold, be the whiche, thei that ben of Houfhold, 
drynken at the Condyt. And the Halle of 
the Palays is fulle nobelyche arrayed, and fulle 
merveylleoufely atyred on alle partyes, in alle 
rhinges, that men apparayle with ony Halle. 
And firft, at the chief of the Halle, is the 
Emperours Throne, fulle highe, where he fyt- 
tethe at the Mete: and that is of fyn precy- 
oule Stones, bordured alle aboute with pured 
Gold and precyous Stones and grete Perles. 
And the Grees, that he gothe up to the Ta¬ 
ble, ben of precyous Stones, medled with 
Gold. And at the left fyde of the Empc- 
roures Sege, is the Sege of his firfte Wif, o 
degree lowere than the Emperour: and it is 
of Jafpere, bordured with Gold and precioufe 
Stones. And the Sege of his feconde Wif is 
alio another Sege, more lowere than his firfte 
Wif: and it is alfo of Jafpere, bordured with 
Gold, as that other is. And the Sege of the 
thridde Wif is alio more lowc, be a Degree, 

S a than 


Digitized by VjOOQle 



2 6 o The V'o 'tage and Travaile of 

than the fecoode Wif. For he hathe alweys 

3 Wifes with him, where that evere he be. 
And aftre his Wyfes, on the fame fyde, fytten 
the Ladyes of his Lynage, zit lowere, aftre 
that tbei ben of Eftate. And alle tho that 
ben rnaryed, han a Countrefete, made lyche a 
mannes foot, upon hereHedes, a cubyte long, 
alle wrought with grete Perles, fyne and ory- 
ent, and aboven, made with Pecokes Fedres 
and of other fchynynge Fedres; and that ftont 
upon here Hedcs, lykeaCreft, in tokene that 
thei ben undre mannes fote and undre fub- 
ie&ioun of Man. And thei that ben unma- 
ryed, han none fuchc. And aftre, at the right 
fyde of the Emperour, full fytterhe his cldeft 
Sone, that fchalle regne aftre him: and he 
fyttethe alfo o Degree lowere than the Em¬ 
perour, in fuche manere of Seges, as don the 
Emperefles. And aftre him, fytten other 
grete Lordcs of his Lynage, every of hem a 
Degree lowere than other, as thei ben of 
Eftate. And the Emperour hathe his Table 
allone be him felf, that is of Gold and of pre¬ 
cious Stones, or of Criftalle, bordured with 
Gold, and fulle of precious Stones or of A- 
matyftes or of Lignu Aloes , that comethe out 
of Taradys, or of Ivory, bounden or bor¬ 
dered with Gold. And everyche of his Wyfes 
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hathe alio hire Table be hire felf. And his 
elded Sone, and the other Lordes alio, and 
the Ladyes, and alle that fitten with the Em* 
peronr, hari Tables alione be hem felf, fulle 
riche. And there nys no Table, but that if 
is worthe an huge Trefour of Gode. And 
undre the Emperoures Table, fitten 4 Clerkes, 
that writen alle, that the Emperour fey the; 
be it good, be it evylle. For alle that he 
feythe, mode ben holden: for he may not 
chaungen his Word, ne revoke it. At grete 
folempne Feftes, before the Emperoures Ta¬ 
ble, men bryngen grete Tables of Gold, and 
there on ben Pecokes of Gold, and many o* 
ther maner of dyverfe foules, alle of Gold, 
and richely wrought and enameled; and men 
maken hem dauncen and fyngen, clappynge 
hereWenges to gydere,and maken gret noylc: 
and where it be by Craft or be Nygromancye, 
I wot nere; bat it is a gode fight to beholde, 
and a fair: and it is gret marvayle how it 
may be. But I have the lafTe marvaylle, be 
caufe that thei ben the mode fotyle men in 
alle Sciences and in alle Craftes, that ben in 
the World. For of fotyltee and of Malice and 
of fercadynge, thei paflen alle men undre 
Hevene. And therfore thei feyn hem felf, 
that thei feen with x Eyen; and the Cridene 
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men fee but with on: be caufe that thei ben* 
more fotylle than thei. For alle other Naci- 
ouns, thei feyn, ben but blynde in conynge 
and worchynge, in comparifoun to hem. I 
did gret befynefie, for to have lerned that 
Craft: but the Maiftre tolde me, that he had 
made a vow to his God, to tcche it to no 
Creature, but only to his eldefte Sone. Alfb 
above the Emperours Table and the othere 
Tables, and aboven a gret partie in the Halle, 
is a Vyne, made of fyn Gold: and it fpred- 
ethe alle aboute the Halle ; and it hath ma¬ 
ny Cluftres of Grapes, lomme white, s6mc 
grene, sfirne zalowe and some rede and some 
blake, alle of precious Stones: the white ben 
of Criflalle and of Berylle and of Iris ; the 
zalowe ben of Topazes; the rede ben of Ru¬ 
bies, and of Grenaz and of Alabraundynes ; 
the grene ben of Emeraudes, of Perydos and 
of Crifolytes; and the blake ben of Onichez 
andGarantez. And thei ben allefopropurlyche 
made, that it femethe a verry Vyne, berynge 
ky ndely Grapes. And before the Emperoures 
. Table, ftonden greteLordes, and riche Barouns 
and othere, that ferven the Emperour at the 
Mete. And no man is fb hardy, to fpeke a 
word, but zif the Epaperour fpeke to him ; 
but zif it be Mynftrelles, that fyngen Songes, 

and 
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and tellen Gdles or other defportes, to fo- 
lace with the Emperour. And alle the Vefc 
felle, that men benferved with, in the Halle 
or in Chambres, ben of precious Stones; and 
fpecially at grete Tables; outher of Jalpre 
or of Criftalle or of Amatyftez or of fyn Gold. 
And the Cuppes ben of Emeraudez and of Sa- 
phires or of Topazes, of Perydoz, and of 
many other precyoule Stones. Veflelle of 
Sylyer is there non: for thei telle no prys 
there of, to make no Veflelle offe: but thei 
maken ther of Grecynges and Pileres and Paw- 
mentes, to Halles and Chambres. And be¬ 
fore the Halle Dore, ftonden manyeBarounes, 
and Knyghtes clene armed, to kepe that no 
man entre, but zif it be the wille or the Cfl- 
mandement of the Emperour, or but zif thei 
ben Servauntes orMynftralle of the Houlhold: 
and other non is not fo hardy, to neighen nyc 
the Halle Dore. : 

And zee Ichulle undirftonde, that my Fe- 
lawes and I, with oure Zomen, we ferveden 
this Emperour, and weren his Soudyoures, ij 
Monethes, azenft the Kyng of Mancy., that 
held Werre azenft him. And the caufe was, 
for we hadden gret luft to fee his Noblefle 
and the Eftat of his Court and alle his Go¬ 
vernance, to witc zif it were fuchc, as wee 
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herde feye, that it was. And treuly, we food 
it more noble and more excellent and ricchere 
and more maryeyllous, than ever we herde 
ipeke offe; in fo moche, that we wolde ne¬ 
ver han leved it, had wee not iecn it. For 
I Crowe, that no man wolde beleve the No- 
hlefie, the ricchcfle, ne the rrtultytude of folk 
that ben in his Court, but he bad feeo it. 
For it is not there, as it is here. For the 
Lordes here han folk of certeyo oombre, ah 
tbei may fuffife: but the grete Chane hathc 
every day folke at his Cottages and Expenfes, 
as with outen nombre. But the Ordynance, 
ne the expenfes in mete and dr yak, ne the 
houeftee ne the dennette, is not fo arrayed 
there, ask is here: for alle theComouns there 
eten withoucen Clothe upon here knees; and 
thei eten alle manor of Fleflche, and litylle 
of fired. And aftre Mete, thpi wypen here 
Hondes upon here Skyrtes: and thei eten 
ndt but ones a day. But the Eftat of Lordes 
is folle gret and riche and noble. And alle 
be it, that bua men wd net trow me; but 
bolden it for Fable, to telle hem the Nohlette 
of his pcrfone and of his Eftate and of his 
Court and of thegret mukytude of folk, that 
be belt, natheks A fchallc tfcye zou, a partye 
rxf han and of his folk, aftre that I have foen. 
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the nflanere and the ordynance, fulle many 
a tyme. And whofo that wole, may leve 
me, zif he wille; and who lo wille not, may 
chule. For I wot wel, zif ony man hathe 
ben in thoContrees bezonde, thoughe he have 
not ben in the place, where the grete Chime 
dacllethe, he fchalle here Ipeke of him io 
mecbe meryeyloufc thing, that he fchalle not 
trowe it lightly: and treuly, no more did I 
my felf, til I faughe it. And tho that han 
ben in tho Contrees and in the gret Canes 
Houfliold, knowen wel, that I feye fothe. 
And therfbre I wille not Ipare, for hem that 
knowe not, ne beleve not, but that that thei 
fcen, for to telle zou a partie of him and of 
his eftate, that he holt, whan he gothe from 
Contree to Contrec, and whan he makethe 
fblempne Feftes. 


Cap. 
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Cap. XXI. 

Wherefore he is clept the grete Chane. 
Of the Style of his Lettres y and of 
the Superfcripcioun abowten his grete 
Sealle , and his pryvee Sealle. 

F IRST I fchalle feye zou, whi he was 
clept the gret Chane. Zee fehulle un- 
dirftonde, that alle the World was deftroyed 
be Noes Flood, faf only Noe and his Wif and 
his Children. Noe had 3 Sones, Sem, Cham 
and Japhethe. This Cham was he that fanghe 
his Fadres prevy membres naked, whan he 
ilepte, and Icorned hem and (chewed hem 
with his finger, to his Brethren, in fcornynge 
wife: and ther fore he was curfed of God. 
And "Japhethe turned his face away, and co¬ 
vered hem. Theife 3 Bretheren had Cefoun 
in alle the Lond: and this Cham, for his cru- 
eltee, toke the gretter and the belle partie, 
toward the Eft, that is clept AJye: and Sem 
toke Ajfryk: and Japhethe toke Europe. 
And therfore is alle the Erthe departed in 
theile 3 parties, be theife 3 Bretheren. Cham 

was 
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was the gretteft, and the mod myghty: and 
of him camen mo generaciouns, than of the 
othere. And of his Sone Chufe , was engen- 
•dred Nembrotbe the Geaunr, that was the- 
firfte Kyng, that ever was in the World: and • 
he began the fbnndacioti of the Tour of Ba¬ 
by loyne. And that tyme, theFendes ofHelle 
camen many tymes, and leyen with the W6-* 
men of his Generacioun, and engendred on 
hem dyverfe folk, as Mondres, and folk dis¬ 
figured, stime with outen Hedes, sttme with 
grete Eres, sttme with on Eye, sttme Ge- 
auntes, lum with 1 Hors feet, and many other 
dyverfe fchapp, azend kynde. And of that 
Generacioun of Chanty ben comen the Bay- 
nemes , and dyverfe folk, that ben in YIes of 
the See, be alle Tnde. And for als moche as 
he was the mode myghty, and no man 
myghte withftonde him, he cleped him' felf 
the Sone of God, and Sovereyn of alle the 
World. And for this Cham , this Emperour 
clepeth him Cham and Sovereyn of alle the 
World. And of the Generacioun of Sem, ben 
comen the Sarrazines. And of the Gene- 
raciounof Japhethe, is comen the peple of 
IJrael. And thoughe that wee duellen in Eu- 

* Plin. L. 4. C. 13. Alu [InfuU Pontt] in quibvs equinis ft - 
dibits 'homines nsfiantttr, Hiff of odes nffellati . 

rope , 


Digitized by VjOOQle 



2(58 The Votage andTravatle of 

rope, this is the opynyoun, that the Syry- 
enes and the Samaritanes hao amonges hem; 
and that thei told me, before that I wente 
toward Tttde: but I fond it otherwife. Na- 
theles the Sothe is this, that Tartarynes and 
thei that duellen in the gxx&AJye, thei camen 
of Cham. But the Emperour of Cathay clep- 
eth him not Cham, but Can: and I ichalle 
telle zou how. It is but licylle more but 8 
Icore Zeer, that alle Tartarye was in fab- 
ie&ioun and in fervage to othere nacyouns 
abouten: for thei weren but beilyalle folk, 
and diden no thing but kepten Belles, and lad 
has to Failures. But among hem, thei had- 
den 7 princypalle Nacyouns, that weren So- 
veraynes of hem alle: of the whiche, the 
firite Nacyoun or Lynage was dept Tartar ; 
and that is the moil noble and the moile 
prey fed. The feconde Lynage is dept Tang- 
hot ; the ehridde Earache ; the 4 Valair ; 
the y Semoche ; the 6 Megly, the 7 Cobogbe. 
Now befelle it ib, that of the firfte Lynage, 
fucceeded an old worthi man, that was not 
riche, that hadde to name Changuyt. This 
man lay upon a nyght in his Bed, and he 
iawghe in a Vifionn, that there cam before 
him a Knyght armed alle in white, and he 
fart upon a white Hors, and feyd to him. 

Can, 
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Catty flepeftthou? The inmortalle God hatbe 
feut me to the; and it is his Wille, that thou 
go to the 7 Lynages, and feye to hem, that 
thou fchalt ben here Emperour. For thou 
fchalt conquere the Londs and the Contrees, 
that ben abouten : and tbei that marchcn up¬ 
on zou, fchulle ben undre zoure Subieccioun, 
as zee ban ben undre hires: for that is Goddes 
Wille inmortalle. And whan he cam at morwe, 
Chan guys roos, and wente to the 7 Lynages, 
and tolde hem how the white Knyght had 
,feyd. And thei (corned him, and feyden, that 
he was a fool; and fo he departed fro hem 
alie alchamed. And the nyght fcwynge, this 
white Knyght cam to the 7 Lynages, and 
commaunded hem, on Goddes behalve in¬ 
mortalle, that thei fcholde make this Chan- 
guys here Emperour ; and thei fcholde ben 
out of fubiecdoun t and thei fcholde holden 
alle other Regiounes aboute hem in here fer- 
vage, as thei had ben to hem beforn. And on 
the Morwe, thei chofen him to ben here Em¬ 
perour : and thei fetten him upon a blak Fer- 
tre; and aftre that, thei liften him up with 
gret folempnytee, and thei fetten him in a 
Chayer of Gold, and diden hym alle maner of 
Reverence; and thei cleped him Chan , as the 
white Knyght called him. And whan he was 
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thus chofeo, he wolde aflayen, zif he myghte 
truft in hem or non, and whether thei wolde 
ben obeyflant to him or non. And thanne 
he made many Statutes and Ordynanccs, that 
thei clcpen TJya Chan. The firft Statute was, . 
that thei fcholde beleeven and obeyen in God 
inmortalle, that is allemyghty, that wolde 
caften hem out of fervage; and at alle tymes 
clepe to him for help, in tyme of nede. The 
tother Statute was, that alle maner of men 
thannyghteberen Armes, fcholden ben nom- 
• bred: and to every io fcholde ben a May (Ire, 
:and to every ioo a Mayftre, and to every 
1609 a Mayftre, and to every 10000 a May¬ 
ftre. Aftre he cdmanded to the Princypales 
of the 7 Lynages, that thei fcholde leven and 
forfaken alle that thei hadden in Godes and 
Heritage; and fro thens forthe to holden hem 
payd, of chat that he wolde zcve hem of his 
Grace. And thei diden fo anon. Aftre he 
cdmanded to the Princypales of the 7 Lynages, 
that every of hem fcholde bryngc his eldeft 
Sone before him, and with here owne handes 
finyten of here Hedes, with outen taryenge. 
And anon his Cdmandement was performed. 
And whan the Chane faghe, that tbei made 
non obftacle to performen his Cdmandement, 
thanne he thoughte wel, that he myghte truften 

in 
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in hem, and c6manded hem anon to make 
hem redy, and to fewen his Banere. And 
aftre this, Chane putt in fubieccioun alle the 
Londes aboute him. Aftreward it befelle up* 
on a day, that the Cane rood with a fewe 
Meynee, for to beholde the ftrengthe of the 
Contree, that he had. wonnen: and io befelle, 
that a gret multytude of his Enemyes metten 
with h^m; and for to zeven gode enfample 
of hardynefle to his peeple, he was the firfte 
that faughte, and in the myddes of his Ene¬ 
myes encountred; and there he was caft from 
his Hors, and his Hors flayn. And whan his 
folk faughe him at the Erthe, thei weren alle 
abafTchr, and wenden he had ben ded, and 
flowen everychone; and hire Enemyes aftre, 
and chaced hem: but thei wiftc not, that the 
Emperour was there. And whan thei weren 
comen azen fro the Chace, thei wenten and 
foughten the Wodes, zif ony of hem had ben 
hid in the thikke of the Wodes: arid manye 
thei fbunden 'and flowen hem anon.' So it 
happend, that as thei wentenierchinge, toward 
the place that the Emperour was, thei faughe 
an Owle fittynge upon a Tree aboven hym; 
and than thei feyden amonges hem, that there \ 
was no man, becaufe that thei faughe that 
Brid there : and fo thei , wenten hire wey; 

and 
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and thus eicaped the Emperour from Detbe. 
And thanne he wente prevylly, alle be nyghte, 
tille he cam to his folk, that weren fulle glad 
of his comynge, and maden grete thankynges 
to God inmortalle, and to that Bryd, be whom 
here Lord was faved. And therfore princy- 
pally aboven alle Foules of World, thei wor- 
fchipen the Owle: and whan thei han ony of 
hcre Fedres, tbei kepen hem fulle precyoufly, 
in ftede of Relyk.es, and beren hem upon here 
Hedes with gret reverence: and thei holden 
hem felf blefted, and laf horn alle periles, 
while that thei han hem upon hem; and ther¬ 
fore thei beren here Fedres upon here Hedes. 
Aftre alle this the Cane ordeyned him, and 
afTembled his peple, and wente upon hem that 
hadden aflayled hym before, and deftroyed 
hem, and put hem in lubiecdouq and fervage. 
And whan he bad wonne and putt alle the 
Londes and Contrees, on this half the Mount 
Bely an, in fubieccioun, the whyte Knyght cam 
to him azen in his deep, and feyde to him, 
Chant the Wille of God inmortalle is, that 
, thou pafle the Mount Bely an ; and thou fchalt 

Wynne the Lond, and thou fchalt putten ma¬ 
ny Nacyouns in fubieccioun: and for thou 
fchalt fynde no gode paflage for to go to¬ 
ward that Contree, go to the Mount Belyan , 

that 
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that is upon the See, and knele there 9 tymes 
toward the Eft, in the Worlchipe of God in- 
mortalle; and he ichal fchewe the Weye to 
pafte by. And the Chane dide fo. And anon 
the See, that touched and was faft to the 
Mount, began to withdraWe him, and fchew* 
ed fair weye of 9 fote brede large; and fo he 
palled with his folk, and wan the Lond of 
Cathay* that is the gretteft Kyngdom of the 
World. And for the 9 Knelynges, and for 
the 9 fote of Weye, the Chane and alle the 
men of Tartarye ban the nombre of 9 in gret 
reverence. And therfore who that wole make 
the Chane ony prelent, be it of Hors, be it 
of Bryddes, or of Atwes, or Bowes, or of 
Frure, or of ony other thing, alweys he moft 
make it of the nombre of 9. And fo thanne 
ben the prefentes of grettere plelance to him, 
and more benygnely he wil refceyven hem, 
than though he were prefented with an 100 
or zoo. For hym femethe the nombre of 9 
fo holy, becaufe the Meflagre of God inmor- 
talle devifed it. Allb whan the Chane of Ca¬ 
thay hadde wonnen the Contree of Cathay , 
and put in fubieccioun and undre fote many 
Contrees abouten, he fclle feek. And wban 
he felte wel, that he fcholde dye, he feyde to 
his n Sones, that everyche of hem fcholde 
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brynge him on of his Arewes; and fo thei 
diden anon. And thanne he comanded, that 
tnen fcholde by nden hem to gedre, in 3 places; 
and than he toke hem to his eldefl Sone, and 
bad him breke hem'alle to gedre. And he 
enforced hem with alle his myght to breken 
hem : but he ne myghte not. And than the 
Chane bad his feconde fone to breke hem; 
and fo fchortly to alle, eche aftre other: but 
non of hem myght breke hem. And than he 
bad the Zongeft Sone diflevere everyche from 
other, and breken everyche be him felf: and 
lo he dide. And than feyde the Chane to his 
eldefl: Sone, and to alle the othere, Wherfore 
myght zee not breke hem ? And thei an- 
fwereden, that thei myght not, be caufe that 
thei weren bounden to gydre. And wherfore, 
quothe he, hathe zoure litylle zongeft Bro¬ 
ther broken hem ? Becaufe, quothe thei, that 
thei weren departed eche from other. And 
thanne feyde the Chane , My Sones, quoth 
he, treuly thus wil it faren be zou. ' For als 
longe as zee ben bounden to gedere, in 3 
places, that is to leyne, in Love, in Trouthe 
and in gode Accord, no man fchalle ben of 
powere 10 greve zou: but and zee ben difle- 
vered fro theife 3 places, that zoure on helpe 
not zoure other, zee fchulle be deftroyed and 
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brought to nought: and zif eche of zou love 
other, and helpe othere, zee fchulle be Lordes 
and Sovereynes of alle othere. And whan he 
hadde made his Ordynances, he dyed. And 
thanne after hym, regncd a Ecchecha Cane 
his eldeft Sone. And his othere Bretheren 
wenten to wynnen hem many Contrees and 
Kyngdomes, unto the Lond of Truyjfe and 
of Rqflye, and made hem to ben cleped Cbane : 
but thci weren alle obeyfiant to hire eldre 
Brother; and therfore was he clept grete 
Cbane. Aftre Ecchecha , regned b Guyo Cbane: 
And aftre him, c Mango Chan , that was a 
godeCriftene man, and baptized, and zaf Let- 
tres of perpetuelle pes to alle Criftene men, 
and fente his Brother Halaon with gret mul- 
tytude of folk, for to wynnen the Holy Lond, 
and for to put it in to Criftene mennes hondes, 
and for to deftroye Machametes Lawe, and 
for to take the Calyphee of Baidak , that was 
Emperour and Lord of alle the Sarazines . 
And whan this Calyphee was taken, d men 
fownden him of fo highe worfehipe, that in 
alle the remenant of the World, ne myghte a 

• Chicoto y E. I.. Cythato, E. 1. Cithott , E 3. Cythoco, E.4. 
Eccocha , F. i.‘ Ethocha , F 1. L. i t i. Oehoto, L. 3,4. 
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pin fynde a more reverent man, ne higherfi 
in worfehipe. And than Halaon made him 
come before him, and feyde to hym: Why, 
quoth he, haddeft thow not taken with the 
tnoSowdyoures, and men y nowe, for a lytille 
quantytee of threfour, for to defcnde the and 
thi Contree, 'that art fb habundant of Trefore 
and fo high in alle worfehipe? And the Ca- 
lyphce anfwerd him, For he -wel trowede, 
that he hadde y nowe of his owne propre 
men. And than feyde Halaon , Thou were 
as a God of the Sarazines: and it is conve- 
nyent to a God, to etc no Mete, that is 
mortalle; and therfore thou fchaJt not ete, 
but precyous Stones, riche Perles, and Tre- 
four, that thou lovcft'fo moche. And than he 
comanded him to Prefoun, and alle his Tre- 
foure aboute him; and fo he dyed for Mungre, 
and Threft. And than aftre this, Halaon 
wan alle the'I/md of Tromyjftoun^ and puttc 
it in to Criftene mennes hondes. But the 
grete Chane his Brother dyede; and that was 
gret forwe and Ioffe to alle Criftene men. 

Aftre Mango Chan , regned Cokyla Ghdn> 
that was alfo a Criftene man : and he regnede 
41 Zeere. He founded the grete Cy tee e Izonge 
in Cathay i that is a gret del more than Rom .. 

• 3 «#£W> L. i, 1. Jong, L. 3, 4. F. 
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The tother gret Chane , that cam aftre him, 
becam a Payneme, and alle the other aftre 
him. 

The Kyngdom of Cathay is the gretteft 
Reme of the World. And alfo the gret Chan, 
is the mod myghty Emperour of the World, 
and the gretteft Lord undre the Firmament; 
and lb he depethe him in his Lettres, right 
thus, Chan, films "Dei excelfi, omnium uni- 
1 versa Terram colentium sumus Imperator, 
G? Dominus omnium 'Dominantturn. And the 
Lettre of his grete Seel, writen abouten, is 
this, ‘Deus in Celo , Chan fuper Terram , ejus 
fortitudo. Omnium hominum Imperatoris fi- 
gillum. And the Superfcripcioun aboute his 
Titylle Seel is this, Dei Fortitudo omnium 
hominum. Imp erat or is Sigillum. And alle 
be it that thei be not criftned, zit natheles 
the Emperour and alle thtTarterynes\se\teyzn 
in God inmortalle. And whan thei wille ma~ 
nacen ony man, thanne thei feyo, God know- 
ethe wel, that I fchalle do the fuche a thing, 
and tellethe his Manace. And thus have zee 
herd, whi he is clept the grete Chane. 


T 3 Cap. 


Digitized by 


Google 



17 8 The Vinage and Travatle of 

Cap. XXII. 

* 

Of the governance of the grete Chaoes 
Court , and whan he makethe fo- 
lempne Fejies. Of his Philofophres. 
And of his Array , whan he ridethe 
he the Contre. 

'k 

N OW fchalle I telle zou the Governance 
of the Court of the grete Chane , whan 
he makethe folempne Feftes: and that is prin- 
cypally 4 tymes in the Zeer. The firfte Fefte 
is of his Byrthc : that other is of his prefen- 
tacioun in hereTempie, that thei clepenhere 
a Mofeache , where thei tnaken a manere of 
Circumciftoun : and the tother z Feftes ben of 
liis Ydoles. The firfte Fefte of the Ydole is, 
whan he is firft put in to hire Temple and 
throned. The tother Fefte is, whan the Ydole 
begynnethe firft to Ipeke or to worche Myra- 
cles. Mo ben there not of folempne Feftes, 
but zif he marye ony of his Children. Now 
undirftondethe, that at every of theife Feftes, 
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he hathe gret multytude of peple, well or- 
deyned and wel arrayed, be thoufandes, be 
hundredes and be tcnthes. And every man 
knowethe wel, what fervyle he fchalie do. 
And every man zevethe fo gode hede and fo 
gode attendance to his fervyfe, that no man 
fyndethe no defaute. And there ben firft or- 
deyned 4000 Baronnes myghty and riche, for 
to governe and to make ordynance for the 
Fefte, and for to ferve the Emperour. And 
theife folempne Feftes ben made with outen, 
in Hales and Tcntes made of Clothes of Gold 
and of Tartaries, fulle nobely. And alle tho 
Barouns han Crounes of Gold upon hire Hedes, 
fulle noble and riche, fulle of precious Stones 
and grete Perles oryent. And thei ben alle 
clothed in Clothes of Gold or of Tartaries or 
of Camokas, fo richely and fo perfytly, that 
no man in the World can amenden it,' ne bet¬ 
ter devilen it. And alle tho Robes ben or- 
frayed alle abouten, and dubbed fulle of preci¬ 
ous Stones and of grete oryent Perles, fulle 
richely. And thei may wel do fo: for Clothes 
of Gold and of Sylk ben gretter chep there a 
gret del, than ben Clothes of Wolle. And 
theife 4000 Barouns ben deviled in 4 Com¬ 
pany es : and every thouland is clothed in 
Clothes alle of o colour; and that fo wel ar- 
1 T 4 rayed 
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rayed and fo richely, that it is marveyle to 
beholde. The firfle thoufand, that is of Dukes, 
ofErles, ofMarquyfesand of Amyrallcs, alle 
clothed in Clothes of Gold, with TyfTeux of 
grene Silk, and bordured with Gold, fulle of 
precioufe Stones, in maner as I have ieyd be¬ 
fore. The fecounde thoufand is alle clothed 
in Clothes dyapred of red Silk, all wrougbte 
with Gold, and the Orfrayes fett fulle of 
gret Perl and precious Stones, fulle nobely 
wroughte. The 3 thoufand is clothed in 
Clothes of Silk, of Purpre or of Tnde. And 
the 4 thoufand is in Clothes of zalow. And 
alle hire Clothes ben fo nobely and fo riche¬ 
ly wroughte with Gold and precious Stones 
and riche Perles, that zif a man of this Con- 
tree hadde but only on of hire Robes, he 
inyghtc wel feye, that he fcholde nevere be 
pore. For the Gold and the precious Stones 
and the grete oryent Perles ben of gretter 
value, on this half the See, than thei ben be- 
zond the See, in tho Contrees. And whan 
thei ben thus apparaylled, thei gon a and z 
togedre, fulle ordynatly before the Emperour, 
with outen fpeche of ony Woord, faf only 
enclynynge to him. And everychc of hem 
berethe a Tablett of Jafpere or of Ivory or 
of Criftalle; and the Mynftralle goynge be¬ 
fore 
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fore hem, fownyng here Jnftrumentes of dy r 
yerfe melodye. And whan the firfte thou- 
fand t9 thus pafFed, and bathe made his Moftre, 
he withdrawethe him on that o fyde. And 
than entrethe that other fecunde thoufand, 
and dotbe right fo, in the fame manere of ar¬ 
ray and contenance, as did the firfte: and af- 
tre the thriddc, and than the fourthe; and 
non of hem ieythe not o Word. And at o 
fyde of the Emperours Table, fitten many 
Phikjfofres, that ben preved for wife men, ia 
many dy verfe Scyences; as of Aftronomye, 
Nigromancye, Geomancye, Pyromancye, Y- 
dromancye, of Augurye and of many other 
Scyences. And everyche of hem han before 
hem Aftrolabres of Gold; fum Speres, sQmc 
the Bray n Panne of aded man, sttane Veflelles 
of Gold fulle of Gravelle or Sond, stime Vet 
felles of Gold fulle of Coles brennynge, sflmc 
yelTelle of Gold fulle of Watre and of Wyn 
and of Oyle, and sfime Oriloge^ of Gold, mad 
ful nobely and richely wroughte, and many 
other maner of Inftrnmentes aftre hire Sci¬ 
ences. And at certeyn homes, whan hem 
thinkethe time, tbei feyn to certeyn Officeres, 
that ftonden before hem, ordeynd for the 
tyme, to fulhlle hire cotnaundemcntes, Ma- 
kethe Tees. And than feyo the Officeres, 

Now 


Digitized by Vjooole 




282 The Vitage and Travaile of 

Now Tees lyftenethe. And aftre that, feyth 
another of the Philofophres, Every man do 
Reverence , and enclyne to the Emperour, 
that is Goddes Sone and Soverayn Lord of 
alle the World ; for now is tyme. And 
thanne every man bowethe his Hed toward 
the Erthe. And thanne cdmandethe the lame 
Philofophre azen, Stondethe up. And thei 
don fo. And at another hour, feythe ano¬ 
ther Philofophre, Tuttethe zoure litille fin¬ 
ger in zoure Eres. And anon thei don fo. 
And at another hour, feythe another Philofo¬ 
phre, Tuttethe zoure Honde before zoure 
Mouthe. And anon thei don fo. And at a- 
nother hour, feithe another Philofophre, Tut¬ 
tethe zoure Honde upon zoure Hede. And 
aftre that, he byddethe hem to don here hond 
a wey; and thei don fo. And fo from hour 
to hour, thei cdmanden certeyn thinges. And 
thei feyn, that tho thinges han dyverfo fignl- 
ficaciouns. And I asked hem prevyly, what 
tho thinges betokened. And on of the Mai- 
ftres told me, that the bowynge of the Hed 
at that hour betokened this, that alle tho that 
boweden here Hedes, fcholden evere more 
aftre ben obeyffant and trewe to the Empe- 
rour; and nevere for ziftes, ne for promys 
in no kynde, ben fals ne Traytour unto him 
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for godc ne evylle. And the puttynge of the 
litylle fynger in the Ere, betokenethe, as thei 
feyn, that none of hem ne fchalle not here 
fpeke no contrarious thing to the Emperour, 
but that he fchalle telle it anon to his Con- 
feille, or difcovere it to fum men that wille 
make relacioun to the Emperour; thoughe he 
were his Fadre or Brother or Sone. And fo 
forthe of alle other thinges, that is don be 
the Philofophres, thei tolde me the Caufes of 
many dy verle thinges. And truftethe righte 
wel in certeyn, that no man dothe no thing 
to the Emperour, that belongethe unto him> 
noutherClothinge, neBred, neWyn, ne Bathe, 
ne non other thing, that longethe to hym, 
but at certeyn houres, that his Philofophres 
wille devyfen. And zif there falle Werre in 
ony fyde to the Emperour, anon the Philofo- 
phres comen, and leyn here avys aftre her 
calculaciouns, and confeylen the Emperour 
of here avys, be here fciences; fo that the 
Emperour dothe no thing with outen here 
confeille. And whan the Philofophres han 
don and perfburmed here Comandementes, 
thanne the Mynftralle begynnen to don here 
Mynftralcye, everyche in hire Inftrumentes, 
eche aftre other, with alle the melodye, that 
thei can devyfe. And whan thei han done a 
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gode while, on of the Officeres of the Era- 
perour gothe up on an highe Stage wroughte 
fulle cwyoufly, and cryethe and feythe with 
lowde voys, Make the Tees. And than every 
man is ftitte. And thanne anon aftie, alle 
the Lordes, that ben of the Emperonres Ly- 
nage, nobely arrayed in riche Cloches of Gold, 
pnd ryally apparaylcd on white Stedes, ah 
manye as may wel lewen hem at that tyme, 
ben redy to maken here prefentes to the 
Empcrour. And than feythe the Sty ward of the 
Court to the Lordes be name, N. of N. and 
nempnethe firft the moll enoble and the worths 
eft e be name, and fey the, Be zee redy wkhiuche 
a nombre of white Hors, for to ferve the Em- 
perour, zoure Sovereyn Lord. And to ano¬ 
ther Lord, he feythe, A?, of AT. be zee redy 
with fuche a nombre, to ferve zoure fovereyn 
Lord. And to another, right fo. And to alle 
the Lordes of the Emperoores Lynagc, eche 
aftre other, as thei ben of Eftate. And whan 
thei ben alle cleped, thei entren eche after o- 
ther, and prelentenen the white Hors to the 
Emperoor; and than gon hire wey. And 
than aftre, alle the other Barouns every of 
hem zeven hem prefentes, or Juellc, or fum 
other thing, aftre that thei ben of Eftate. And 
than aftre hem, alle the Prelates of hire Lawe, 
apd religioufe men and other; and every man 
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zevethe him iiim thing. And whan that alle 
men han thus prefented the Emperouf, the 
gretted of dignytee of the Prelates zevethe 
hem a Bleflynge, feyenge an Orifoun of hire 
Lawe. And than begynnen the Myndrelle 
to maken hire Mynftralcye, in dyverfe In- 
■ftrumentes, with alle the melodye that thei 
-can devyfe. And whan thei han don hire 
craft, than thei bryngen before the Empe- 
rour, Lyouns, Libardes and othere dyverfe 
Bedes; and Egles and Veutours, and other 
dyverfe Foules; and FifTches, and Serpentes; 
for to-don him reverence. And than comen 
Jogulours and Enchauntoures, that don many 
marvaylles: for thei maken to come in the 
Ayr, the Sonne and the Mone, be iemynge, 
to every mannes fight. And aftre thei maken 
the nyght lb dcrk, that no man may fee no 
thing. And aftre thei maken the Day to come 
azen, fair and pleiant with 'bright Sonne, to 
every mannes fight. And than thei bryngen 
in Daunces of the faircde Damyfelles of the 
World, and richcd arrayed. And aftre thei 
maken to comen in, other Damyfelles, bryng- 
ynge Coupes of Gold, fulle of My Ik of dy¬ 
verfe Bedes, and zeven drynke to Lordes and 
to Ladyes. And than thei make Knyghtes 
to jotiden in Armes fulle ludyly; and thei 
6 rennen 
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-rennen to gidre a gret randoum; and thei 
fruflchen to gidere fulle fiercely; and thei 
breken here Iperes fo rudely, that the Tron- 
chouns fien in fprotes and peces alle aboute 
the Halle. And than thei make to come in 
huntyng, for theHert and for the Boor, with 
Houndes rennynge with open Mouthe. And 
many other thinges thei don, be craft of hire 
Enchauntementes; that it is marveyle for to 
fee. And fuche pleyes of defport thei make, 
til the takynge np of the Boordes. 

This gret Chan hathe fulle gret peple for 
to lerve him, as I have told zou before. For 
he hathe of Mynftralles the Nombre of 13 
Cumanez: but thei abyde not alle weys with 
hym. For alle the Mynftrelle that comen be¬ 
fore hym, of what nacyoun that thei ben ofj 
thei ben withholden with him, as of his 
Houfhold, and entred in his Bokes, as for his 
owne men. And aftre that, where that evere 
thei gon,_ ever more thei cleymen for Myn- 
ftralle of the grete Chane: and undre that 
tytle, alle Kynges and Lordes, cherifichen 
hem the more with Ziftes and alle thing. And 
therefore he hathe lo gret multytude of hem. 
And he hathe of certeyn men, as thoughe 
thei were Zomen, that kepen Bryddes, as 
Oitrycches,Gerfacouns, Sparehaukesj Faukons 
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gentyls, Lanyeres, Sacres, Sacretres, Papyn- 
gayes wel Ipekynge, and Briddes fyngynge. 
And alfo of wylde Belles, as of Olifauntz, 
tame and othere, Babewynes, Apes, Marme- 
fettes, and othere dy verfe Bedes; the moun- 
tance of 15 Cumanez of Zomen. And of 
Phificyens Cridene, he hathe 200. And of 
Leches, that ben Cridene, he hathe 210. And 
of Leches and Phificyens, that ben Sarra - 
zines 20: but he trudethe more in the Cri¬ 
dene Leches, than in the Sarazines. And 
his other comoun Houlhold is with outen 
nombre: and thei alle han alle necedaries, and 
alle that hem nedethe, of the Emperoures 
Court. And he hathe in his Court many Ba- 
rouns, as Servytoures, that ben Cridene and 
converted to gode Fey the, be the prechynge 
of religioufe Criden men, that duellen with 
him: but there ben manye mo, that wil not, 
that men knowen that thei ben Cridene. 

This Emperour may difpenden als moche 
as he wile, with outen edymacioun. For he 
delpendethe nor, ne makethe no Money, but 
of Lether emprented, orofPapyre. And of 
that Moneye, is fom of gretter Prys, and fom 
of lade prys, aftre the dy verfitee of his Sta¬ 
tutes. And whan that Money hathe, ronne 
fo longe, that it begynnethe to wade, than 

men 
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men beren it to the Emperoures Treforye: 
and than thei taken newe Money for the olde. 
And that Money gothe thorghe out alle the 
Con tree, and thorghe oat aile his Prbvynces. 
For there and bezonde hem, thei make no 
Money noucber of Gold nor of Sylver. And 
therfore be may defpende y now, and ont- 
ragcoufty. And of Gold and Sylver, that 
men beren in his Contree, he makethe Cy- t 
lours, Pyleres and Paumentes in his Palays, 
and other dyverfe thinges, what himlykethe. 
This Emperour hathe in his Chambre, in on 
of the Pyleres of Gold, a Rubye and a Char- 
boncle of hahf a fbte Jong, that in the nyght 
aeveche Jo grec clarcee and fchy nynge, that 
it is als light as day. And he hathe many o- 
ther precyows Stones, and many ocher Ru- 
byes and Charboncles: but tho ben thegret- 
teft and the mofte precyons. 

ThisEmperour duellethc in Somer in a Cy- 
tee, that is toward the Norohe, that is cleped 
Saduz,: and there is cold y now. And in 
Wyntre, he duellethe in aCy tee, thatisclept 
Camaaleche: and that is an hote Contree. 
But the Contree, where he duellethe in moft 
comounly, is in Gaydo or in Jong, that is a 
gode Contree and a tempree, aftre that the 
Contree is there: but to men of this Con- 
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tree, it were to paflyng hoot. And whan 
this Emperour wille ryde from o Contree to 
another^ he ordeynethe 4 Holies of his folk; 
of the whichc, the firde Hood gothe before 
him, a dayes journeye. For that Hood fchalle 
ben logged the nyght, where the Emperour 
fchalle lygge upon the Morwe. And there 
fchalle every man have alle maner of Vy tay lie 
and necefifaryes, that ben nedefiille, of the 
Emperoures codages. And in this firde Hood 
is the nombre of poeple 50 Cumaunez; what 
Of Hors, What of Fote: of the whiche, eve¬ 
ry Ciunanez amounten to 10000, as 1 have told 
zou before. And another Hood gothe in the 
tight fyde of the Emperouf, nygh half a iour- 
neye fro him. And another gothe on the left 
fyde, of him in the fame wife. And in every 
Hood) is as moche multytude of peple, as in 
the firde Hood. And thanne aftre comethe 
the 4 Hood, that is moche more thgn ony 
of the othere, and that gothe behynden him, 
the mountance of a Bowc draught. And eve¬ 
ry Hood hathe his iourneycs ordeyned in 
certeyn places, where thei fchulle be logged 
at nyght: and there thei fchulle have alle, 
that hem nedethe. And 2if it befalle, that 
tony of the Hood dye, anon thei put ten ano¬ 
ther in his place; lb that the nombfe fchal 
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evere more benhool. And zee fchulle undir* 
ftonde, that the Emperour, in his propre per* 
fone, rydethe not as othere gret Lordes don 
bezonde; but zif him lifte to go prevyly 
with fewe men, for to ben unknowen. And 
elle he rytt in a Charett with 4 Wheles, upon 
the whiche is made a faire Chambre; and it 
is made of a certeyn Wode, that comethe out 
of 'Paradys terreftre, that men clepen Lignum 
Aloes, that the Flodes of *Paradys bryngea 
out at dyverfe cefouns, as I have told zou 
here beforn. And this Chambre is fulle wel 
fmellyngc, be caufe of the Wode, that it is 
made ode. ,And alle this Chambre is cover¬ 
ed with inne of Plate of fyn Gold, dubbed 
with precious Stones and grete Perles. And 
4 Olifauntz and 4 grete b Deftreres alle white, 
and covered with riche covertoures ledynge 
the Chariot. And 4 or 5; or 6 of the grerteft 
Lordes ryden aboute this Charyot, fulle riche- 
ly arrayed and fulle nobely ; fo that no man 
ichalle neyghe the Charyot, but only tho 
Lordes, but zif that the Emperour calle ony 
man to him, that him lift to fpeke with alle. 
And above the Chambre of this Chariot, that 
the Emperour fittethe inne, ben fett upon a 

b Dextrarii, L. Dromadayrs , F. 2. Stedes, E. 1, 2, 3. 
Oxen, E. 4. 
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P'erche 4 or 5 6r 6 c Gerfacouns; to that in¬ 
tent, that whan the Emperonr feethe ony 
wylde foul, that he may take it at his owne 
lift, and have the defport and the pley of the 
flight; firft with Od, and aftre with another: 
and fo he takethe his defport paflynge be the 
Contree. And do man rydethe before him, 
of his Companye; but alle aftre him. And 
no man dar not come nyghe the Chariot, by 
aBowe draught, but tho Lordes only, that 
ben aboute him : and alle the Hooft cometh 
fayrely aftre him, in gret multitude. And alfb 
fuche another Charyot, with fuche Hooftes, 
ordeynd and arrayd, gon with* the Emprefle, 
upon another fyde, everyche be him felf, with 
4 Hooftes, right as the Emperour dide; but 
not with fo gret multytude of peple. And his 
eldeft fone gethe be another weye in another 
Chariot, in the fame manere. So that there 
is betwene hem fo gret multitude of folk, J 
that it is marveyle to telle it. And no man 
fcholde troWe the nombre, but he had feed 
it. And fum tyme it happethe, that whan he 
wil not go fer; and that it lyke him to have 
the Emperefle and his Children with him; 
than thei gon alle to gydere; and here folk 
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ben allc d medled inftre,and devyded in 4 par* 
ties only. 

And zee fcbulle undirftonde, that the Eh** 
pare of this gret Cbane is devyded in ix Pro* 
vynces; and every Provynqe hatbe mo than 
xaoo Cytees; and of Townes with outea 
pombre. This Contree is fulle gret. Fox it 
bathe iz pryncypallc Kynges, in ix Provynees. 
And every of tho Kynges ban many Kynge 9 
undre hem;: and alle thei ben obeyflant to 
the gret Chant- And his Load and bis Lord* 
ichipe durcthe fb ferre, that a man may not 
gon from on Hed to another, nouther be See 
ne Lond, the fpace of 7 Zeer. And tborghe 
the Delerte$ of his Lordichipe, there as men 
may fynde no Townes, there ben Innes or* 
deyned be every iorneye, to refceyve bothe 
Man and Hors j in the whidie thei fchalle 
fynde pleatee of Vytaylle, and of alle thing, 
that hem nedethe, fox to go be the Contree. 

And there is a marveyloulc cuftom in that 
Contree, (but is profitable) that zif ony con* 
trarious thing,. that Icbolde ben prejudice or 
gxevance totheEmpcrour,in onykynde, anon 
the Emperour hathe tydynges there of and 
fulle knowleche in a day, thoughe it be 3 ox 
4 iorneys fro him or more. For his Ambaf 
fedours taken here Dxgmedaries or hire Hors, 

* Medled in fere, ptrmixti. and 
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tad the! priken in alie that evere thei may* 
toward on of the Innes: and whan thei cornea 
there, anon thei blowen an Horne; and anon 
thei of the In knowen wel y now, that there 
ben tydynges to wirnen the Emperour of fum 
rebellyoun azend him. And thanne anon thei 
maken other men redy, in alle hade that thei 
may, to beren Lettres, and pry ken in alle that 
evere thei may, tille thei come to the other 
Innes with here Lettres; and thanne thei ma+ 
ken freflche men redy, to pryke forche with 
the Lettres, toward the Emperour; whille that 
the lade bryngere rede him, and bayte his 
Dromedarie or bis Hors. And fo fto In to 
In, tille it come to the Emperour. And thus 
anon hatbe he hady tydynges of ony thing, 
that berethe charge, be his Corrours, that 
rennen fo hadyly, thorghe out alle the Con- 
free. And alio whan the Emperour iebdethe 
his Corrours hadyly, thorghe out his Lend, 
everyche of hem hathe a large thong fUlie of 
fmale Belles; and whan thei neyghen nere to 
the Innes of other Corrourcs, that ben alio 
ordeyned be the iorneyes, thei ryngen here 
Pelles, and anon the other Corrours maken 
hem redy, and rennen here weye unto another 
In: and thus rennethe on to other, fulle ipe- 
dyly and fwyftly, tille, the Emperours entent 
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be ferved, in allehafte. And theife Currours 
ben dept e Chydydo, aftre here Langage, that 
is to feye, a Meflagere. 

Alio whan the Emperonr gothe from o 
Contree to another, as I have told zou here 
before, and he pafle thorghe Cytees and 
Townes, every man makethe a Fuyr before 
bis Dore, and puttethe there inne Pouder of 
gode Gommes, that ben fwete fmellynge, for 
to make gode favour to the Emperour. And 
alle the peple knelethe doun azenft him, and 
don him gret reverence. And there where 
religyoufe Criftene men dwelien, as thei don 
in many Cytees in the Lond, thei gon before 
him with proceflioun, with Cros and Holy 
Watre; and thei fyngen, Vent Creator , Spiri- 
tus, with an highe Voys, and gon towardes 
him. And whan he herethe hem, he comaund- 
ethe to his Lordes to ryde befyde him, 
that the religioufe men may come to him. 
And whan thei ben nyghe him, with theCros, 
thanne he dothe a down his f Galaothe , that 
fyt upon his Hede, in manere of a Chapelet, 
that is made of Gold and precioufe Stone and 
grete Perles. And it is fo ryche, that men 
prey fen it to the value of a Roialme, in that 
Contre. And than he knelethe to -the Cros. 

* Cb'tpdt , L. * Galiotam, L.. 
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And than the Prelate of the religioufe men 
feythe before him certeyn Orifouns, and ze- 
vethe him a Bl^flynge with the Cros: and he 
enclynethe to the BlefTynge fulle devoutly. 
And thanne the Prelate zevetHe him fum ma- 
ner Frute, to the nombre of 9, in a Platere of 
Sylver, with Peres or Apples or other manere 
Frute. And he rakethe on; and than men 
zeven to the othere Lordes, that ben aboute 
him. For the cuftom is fuche, that no Straun- 
gere fchalle come before him, but zif he zevc 
bym fum manere thing, aftre the olde Lawe, 
that feythe, Nemo accedat in conjfieftu meo 
vacuus. And thanne the Emperour feythe to 
the religious men, that thei withdrawe hem 
azen, that thei ne be hurt ne harmed of the 
gret multytude of Hors, that comen behynde 
him. And alfo in the fame maner don the 
religious men, that dwellen there, to the Em- 
perefles, that paffen by hem, and to his 
eldeft Sone; and to every of hem, thei pre- 
fenten Frute. 

And zee fchulle undirftonde, that the poe- 
ple, that he hathe fo many hoftes offe, a- 
bouten hym and aboute his Wyfes and his 
Sone, thei dwelle not contynuelle with him: 
but alle weys, whan him lykethe, thei ben 
fent fore; and aftre whan thei han don, thei 
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retournen to hire owne Houfholdes; faf only 
thei that ben dwellynge with hym in Hoof- 
hold, for to ferven him and his Wyfesand his 
Sones, for to governen his Houlhold. And 
alle be it, that the othere ben departed fro 
him, aftre that thei ban perfourraed hire Ser- 
vyle, zit there abydethe contyouelly with 
him in Court, joooo Men at Horfe, and 2.00000 
Men aFote; with ooten Mynftrelles, and tho 
that kepen wylde Belles and dy verfe Briddes, 
of the whiche I have tolde zou the nombre 
before, 

Undre the Firmament, is not lb gret a Lord, 
oe fo myghty, ne lo riche, as the grete Cbane 
Nought TreJIre Johan^ that is Emperour of 
the highe Tnde> ne the Sowdan of Babyloyne* 
ne the Emperour of Terjye. Alle theife ne 
ben not in compariloun to the grete Cbane ; 
Ijouther of Myghr, neofNoblefle, neofRy- 
aitee, ne of Richede: For in alle theife, he 
paffethe alle erthely Princes. Wherfore it is 
gret harm, that he belevethe not feithefiilly 
in God. And natheles he wil gladly here 
fpeke of God; and he fuflrethe wel, thatCri- 
flene men duelle in his Lordfchipe, and that 
men of his Feythe.ben made Criftene men, 
zif thei wiie, thorghe out aUc bisContree. For 
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he defendethe no man Co holde no Lawe, 
other than him lykethe. 

In that Contree, Turn man hathe an 100 
Wyfes, sttme 60, sUmemo, sttme Iefle. And 
thei taken the nexte of hire Kyn, to hire 
Wyfes, iaf only, that thei out taken hire Mo- 
dres, hire Doughtres, and hire Suftres of the 
Modre iyde: but hire Suilres on the Fadir 
iyde, of another Wdman, thei may wel take ; 
and hireBretheres Wyfes alio aftre hereDethe; 
and here Step modres alio in the lame wyie. 


Cap. XXIII. 

Qf the Lawe and the Cuftoms of the 
Tartarienes, duellynge in Chatay; 
and how that men don i whan the 
Emperour fchal dye, and hew he 
fchal be chofen. 

T HE folk of that Contree ufen alle longe 
Clothes, with outen * Furroures. And 
thei ben clothed with precious Clothes of Tar- 
tarye, and of Clothes of Gold. And here 

» Pfllura, L. 
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Clothes ben flytt at the fyde; and thei beo 
feftned with Laces of Silk. b And thei clothen 
hem alfo with Pylches, and the Hyde with 
ouren. And thei ufen nouther Cappe neHood.. 
And in the fame maner as the men gon, the 
w6men gon; fo that no man may unethe 
knowe the Men fro the W6men, laf only tho 
women, that ben maryed, that beren the tokne 
upon hire Hedes of a mannes Foot, in figne 
that thei ben undre mannes fote and undre 
fubieccioun of man. And here Wyfes ne dwelle 
not to gydere, but every of hem be hire felf. 
And the Husbonde may ligge with whom of 
hem, that him lykethe. Everyche hathe his 
Hous bothe man and wSman. And here 
Houfes ben made rounde of Staves; and it 
ha r hc a rounde Wyndowe aboven, that ze- 
vethe hem light, and alio that fervethe for de- 
lyverance of Smoke. And the Helynge of 
here Houfes, and the Wowes and the Dores. 
ben alle of Wode. 

And whan thei gon to Werre, thei leiden 
hire Houfes with hem upon Chariottcs; as 
men don Tentes or Pavyllouns. And thet 
maken hire Fuyr, in the myddes of hire 
Houfes. And thei han gret multy tude of alle 

*> Hahent & Pelliccas, quibus utuntur ex tranfvcrfis> L. Et 
da Pcllice : 9 U Pell dehors, F. 

manct 


Digitized by 


Google 





Sir John Maundevile, Kt. 299 

maner of Beftes, faf only of Swyn : c for thei 
bryngen non forthe. And thei beleeven wel, 
o God, that made and formede alle thinges. 
And natheles zic ban tfiei Ydoles of Gold and 
Sylver, and of Tree, and of Clothe. And to 
tho Ydoles, thei offren alle weys hyre firft 
Mylk of hire Beftes, and alfo of hire Metes, 
and of hire Drynkes, before thei eten. And 
thei oflren often tymes Hors and Beftes. And 
thei clepen the God of d Kynde, Troga. And 
hire Emperour alio, what name that evere be 
have, thei putten evermore therto Cham,. 
And whan I was there, hire Emperour had to 
name Thiaut ; fo that he was clept Tbiaut 
Chane. And his eldefte Sone was clept Toffue. 
And whane he Ichalle ben Emperour, he ichalle 
ben clept Tojjue Chane. And at that tyme, 
the Emperour hadde iz Sones, with outen 
him; that were named, Cuncy , Ordii , Chaha- 
day , Buryn , Negtt , Nocab , Cadu, Siban , Cuten , 
Balacy t Babylan Garegan. And of his 3 
Wyfes, the firfte and the pryncypalle, that 
was Treftre JohnesT)oxi£nx.re, hadde to name 
Serioche Chan ; and the tother Borak Chan\ 
and the tother Karanke Chan. 

The folk of that Contree begynnen alle 
hire thinges in the newe Mone: and thei 

c gv/4 non nutr'mnt cos. L. 5 Nature. 
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worfchipen moche the Mone and the Sonne, 
and often tyme knelen azenft hem. And alle 
the folk of the Contree ryden comounly with 
oaten Spores: but thei beren alle weys a ly» 
tille Whippe in hire Hondes, for to chacen 
with hire Hors. And thci han gret Con- 
fcience, and holden it for a gret Synne, to 
caften a Knyf in the Fuyr, and for to drawe 
Fleflche out of a Pot with a Knyf, and for to 
finyte an Hors with the handille of aWhippe, 
or to linyte an Hors with a Brydille, or to 
breke o Bon with another, or for to cafte 
Mylk or ony Lykour, that men may drynke, 
upon the Erthe, or for to take and fie lytil 
Children. And the mofte Synne, that ony 
man may do, is to piffen in hire Houles, that 
thei dwellen in. And who fo that may be 
founden with that Synne, fykerly thei flen 
hym. And of every che of theife Synnes, it 
behovethe hem to ben fchryven of hire Preftes,' 
and to paye gret S5me of Silver for hire Pe¬ 
nance. And it behovethe alio, that the place, 
that men han pilled in, be halewed azen; and 
and elles dar no man entren there inne. And 
whan thei han payed hire Penance, men ma- 
ken hem paflen thorghe a Fuyr or thorghe x, 
for to clenfen hem of hire Synnes. And alio 
whan ony Meflangere comethe and bryngethe 

Lettres 
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Lettres or ooy prcfent to the Emperour, it 
behovethe him, that he wich the thing that 
he bryngethe, pafle tborghe z brennynge 
Fuyres, for to purgen hem, that he brynge 
no Poyfoun oe Venym, ne no wykked thing, 
that myght be grevance to the Lord. And 
alio, zif ony man or woman be taken in A- 
vowtery or Fornycacyoun, anon thci fleen 
him. Men of that Contree ben alle gode 
Archer es, and fchooten righte welle, bothe 
men and women, als wel on Hors bak, pryk- 
ynge, as on Fote, rennynge. And the Wo¬ 
men maken alle thinges and alle maner My- 
fteres and Craftes; as of Clothes, Botes and 
other thinges; and thei dry veaCartes, Plowes 
and Waynes and Chariottes: and thei maken 
Houfes and alle maner Myfteres, out taken 
Bowes and Arwes and Armures, that men 
maken. And alle the W&men weren Breech, 
as wel as men. Alle the folk of that Contree 
ben fiille obey flan t to hire Sovereynes ; nc 
thei lighten not ne chiden not, on with ano¬ 
ther. And there ben nouthcr Thefes ne Rob- 
boures in that Contree; and every man wor- 
Ichipethe other: but no man there dothe no 
reverence to no Straungeres, but zif thei ben 
grete Princes. And thei eten Houndes, Ly- 
ounes, Lyberdes, Mares and Foies, Afles,Rattcs 
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afid Mees, and alle maner of Belles, grete and 
fmale; faf only Swyn, and Belles that wereri 
defended by the olde Lawe. And chei eten 
alle the Belles, with outen and with inne* 
with outen callynge awey of ony thing, faf 
only the filthe. And thei eten but litille Bred* 
but zif it be in Courtes of grete Lordes. And 
thei have not, in many .places, noutherPefen 
ne Benes, ne non other Porages, but the 
Brothe of the Flellche. For littille ete thei 
ony thing, but Flellche and the Brothe. And ' 
whan thei han eten, thei wypen hire Hondes 
upon hire Skirtes: for thei ufe non Naperye, 
ne To way lies, but zif it be before grete Lordes: 
but the comoun peple hathe none. And whan 
thei han eten, thei putten hire DilTches un- 
walfchen in to the Pot or Cawdroun, with 
remenant of the Fleflche and of the Brothe, 
til thei wole eten azen. And the ryche men 
drynken Mylk of Mares or of Camaylles or 
of Afles or of other Belles. And thei wil 
ben lightly dronken of Mylk, or of another 
Drynk, that is made of Hony and of Watre 
foden to gidre. For in that Contree is nou- 
ther Wyn ne Ale. Thei lyven fulle wree- 
ched liche; and thei eten bur ones in the day, 
and that but lytille, nouther in Courtes ne in 
other places. And in foothe, o man allone 
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in this Contree wil ete more in a day, than 
on of hem wil ete in 3 dayes. And zif ony 
Itraunge Meflagre come there to a Lord, men 
maken him to ete but ones a day, and that 
fulle litille. 

And whan thei werren, thei werren fulle. 
wifely, and alle weys don here befyoes, to 
deftroyen hire enemyes. Every man there 
berethe z Bowes or 3, and of Arwes gret plen- 
tee, and a gret Ax. And the Gentyles han 
ichorte Speres and large, and fulle trenchant 
on that o fyde: and thei han Plates and 
Hclmes, made of e Quyrboylle; and hire 
Hors covertoures of the fame. And who lo 
fleethe fro the Bataylle, thei He him. And 
whan thei holden ony Sege abouten Caftelle 
or Toun, that is walled and defenlable, thei 
behoten to hem that ben with inne, to don 
alle the profile and gode, that it is marveylle 
to here: and thei graunten alfo to hem that 
ben with inne, alle that thei wille asken hem. 
And aftre that thei ben zolden, anon thei 
Been hem alle, and kutten of hire Eres, and 
lowcen hem in Vynegre, and there of thei 
maken gret fervyfe for Lordes. Alle here 
lull and alle here Ymaginacioun, is for to put- 
ten alle Londes undre hire fubieccioun. And 

e Corio bnllito , L. 
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thei feyn, that thci knowen wcl be hire pro- 
phecyes, that thei fchulle ben oveicomen by 
Archieres, and be ftrengthe of hem: but they 
knowe not of what nacioun, ne of whatLawe 
thei fchulle ben offe, that fchulle overcoitien 
hem. Andtherfbre thei fuffren, that folk of alls 
Lawes maypeyfibely duellen amonges hem. 

Alfo whan thei wille make hire Ydoles* 
or an Ymage of ony of hire Freudes, for to 
have remembrance of hym, thei maken alle 
weys the Ymage alle naked, with outen ony 
maner of Cloth inge. For thei feyn, that in 
gode love fcholde be no coVerynge, that man 
fcholde not love for the faire Clothinge, ne 
for the riche aray, but only for the body# 
fuche a$ God hathe made it, and for the gode 
vertues that the body is endowed with of na¬ 
ture ; not only for fair Clothinge, that is not 
of kyndely nature. 

And zee fchulle undirftonde, that it is gret 
drede for to purfue the Tartarines , zif thei 
fleen in Bataylle. For in fleynge, thei fchooten 
behynden hem, and fleen bothe men and Hors. 
And whan thei wilfighte,thei wille f fchokken 
hem to gidre in a plomp; that zif there be 
aoooo men, men fchalle not wenen, that 
there be fcant ioooo. And thei cone wel 

f Inctdunt faritir, L. 
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vyypncp Jond of Stranngeres, but thei cpge 
not kepen it. Fpr thei hap grett;e Jufttp Jy,e 
in Tentes with opten, than Tpr to lye ip Ca- 
ftelle or in Townes. And thei preyfeq np 
thing the wy tt of other naoipuns, And a- 
roonges hero, Oyle of Olyve is fn.Ue dere .* 
for thei holdep ft for fnlle noble tpedicyoe. 
And alle the Tarparienes han finale Byen and 
Mtille of Berd, and not tbikke hexed, hpt 
( fchiere. And thei hen falie and traytopre^: 
t and thei JUftep uoghte that thei hehptep. 
Thei benfujle harde folk, and rooche peyne 
and wdroow fufiren apd difefc, more than ,op.y 
other folk: for thei ben taqghre tbejco ip 
hire pwne.Contjree, of JSoptbe: and tberfore 
thei fpenden, as who feythc, right nought. 

And whan ony roan ichaUe dye, men fettep 
a fpere befyde biro : And whan he drawethp 
towatdes the dethe, every man fleetbe out of 
the Hons, idle he boded; and afore that, theji 
buryen biro in theFeldes. And whan the Tro-- 
perour dyethe, .men fetten hiroin a Chayerp 
in royddes the ,place of his Tent; and men 
fetten a Table before biro elene, cpyeted with 
a clothe,, ^pd there ppop Flefcbe and dyvetfe 
vyanodes, apd a Cuppe fnlle of MwcsroyJk. 

f Clare, L. 
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And men putten a Mare befyde him, with 
hire Foie, and an Hors fadeled and brydeled; 
and thei leyn upon the Hors Gold and Silver 
gret quantyree: and thei putten abouten him 
gret plentee of Stree: and than men maken 
a gret pytt and a large; and with the Tent 
and alle theife other thinges, thei putten him 
in Erthe. And thei feyn, that whan he fchalle 
come in to another World, he fchalle not ben 
with outen an Hows, ne with owten Hors, 
ne with outen Gold and Sylver: and the 
Mare fchalle zeven him mylk, and bryngen 
him forthe mo Hors, tille he be wel ftored 
in the tother World. For thei trowen, that 
aftre hire Dethe, thei fchulle be etynge and 
drynkynge in that other World, andfolacynge 
hem with hireWifes, as thei diden here. And 
aftre tyme, that the Emperour is thus enter¬ 
ed, no man fchalle be fo hardy to Ipeke of 
him before his Frendes. And zit natheles fom- 
tyme fallethe of manye, that thei maken hem 
to ben entered prevylly be nyghte, in wylde 
places, and putten azen the Grafle over the 
Pytt, for to growe: or elle men coveren the 
Pytt with Gravelle and Sond, that no man 
fchalle perceyve where, ne knowe where 
the Pytt is, to that entent, that never aftre, 
none of his Frendes fchulle han mynde ne 
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remembrance of him. And thanne thci feyn, 
that he is ravisfht in to another world, where 
he is a grettre Lord, than he was here. And 
thanne aftre the dethe of the Emperour, the 
7 Lynages aflemblen hem to gidere, and 
chefen his eldeft Sone, or the nexte aftre 
him, of his Blood: and thus thci fey e to him; 
Wee wolen and wee preyen and ordeynen, 
that zee ben onre Lord and oure Emperour. 
And thanne he anfwerethe, Zif zee wile, that 
I regne over zou, as Lord, do everyche of 
zou, that I fchalle comanden him, outher to 
abyde or to go; and whom foever that I 
cSmaunde to ben flayn, that anon he be flayn. 
And thei anfweren alle with o voys. What fo 
evere zee comanden, it fchalle be don. Thanne 
leythe the Emperour,. Now undirftondethe 
wel, that my woord from hens forthe, is 
fcharp and bytynge as a Swerd. After men 
fetten him upon a blak Stede, and lo men 
bryngen him to a Cheyere fulle richely array¬ 
ed, and there thei crownen hym. And thanne 
alle the Cytees and gode Townes fenden hym 
ryche prcfentes; fo that at that iourneye, he 
fchalle have more than 60 Chariottes charged 
with Gold and Sylver, with outen Jewelles 
of Gold and precyoufe Stones, that Lordes 
zcven hym, that ben withouten eflymacioun: 
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and with outen Hors and Clothes of Gold and 
of Camakaas and Tartarynes* that ben with 
outen nombre. 

C A P. xxiv. 

Of the Rotalme of Thurle and the 
Londes and Kyngdomes towardes the 
Septentrionale parties, in cornynge 
down from the Lond of Cathay. 

T HIS Lond of Catbqy Is in AJye the 
depe. And aftre, on this half, isAJye 
the more. The Kyngdom of Cathay march* 
ethe toward the Weft, onto the Kyngdom of 
Tharfi ; the whiche was on of the Kinges, 
that cam to preicnte our Lord in Bethekem. 
And thei that ben of theLynage of that Kyng, 
am s6me Criftene. In Tbarfe, thei eten no 
Fleflche, ne thei drynken no Wyn. And 09 
this half, towardes the Weft, is the Kyngdom 
of Turquefteu, that ftrecchcthc him toward 
the Weft, to the Kyngdom of Terfie ; and 
toward the SeptrentionaUe, *to the Kyngdom 
of Chorajme. In the conrre of Turqueften, 
ben but fewe godc Cymes: but the befte 
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Cytec of that Lond highte OEiorar. There 
ben grete Pafture§; but fewe Coornes; and 
therfore, for the moft partie, thei ben alle 
Herdemen: and thei lyzn inTentes, and thei 
drynken a maner Ale, made of Hony. 

And aftre, on this half, is the Kyngdom of 
Qhorafinty that is a gode lond and a plente- 
vous, with onten Wyn. And it hathe a De- 
fert toward the Eft, that laftethe more than 
an 100 iourneyes. And the befte Cytee of 
that Contree is clept Chorafme. And of 
that Cytee, berethe the Contree his name. 
The folk of that Contree ben hardy Werry- 
oures. And on this half is the Kyngdom of 
Comanye> where of the Comayns that dwelk- 
den in Greet , fomtyme weren chaced out. 
This is on of the gretteft Kyngdomes of the 
World; but it is not alle enhabyted. For at 
on of the parties, there is fo gret cold, that 
no man may dwelle there: and in another 
partie, there is fo gret hete, that no man may 
endure it. And alfo there ben fo many Flyes, 
that no man may knoweon what fyde he may 
turne him. In that Contree is but lytille Ar- 
beiye, ne Trees that beren Frute, nc othere. 
Thei lyzn in Tentes. And thei brennen the 
dong of Ekftes, for defaute of Wode. 
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This Kyngdom delcendeth on this half to¬ 
ward us, and toward ‘Pruyjfe, and toward 
Roffye. And thorghe thajttSontree rennethe 
the Ry vere of Ethille^ that is on of thegrec- 
teft Ryvercs of the World. And it frelethe 
fo ftrongly alle Zeres, that many tymes men 
ban foughten upon the Ife with grete holies, 
borhe parties on fote, and hire Hors voyded 
for the tyme: and what on Hors and on Fote, 
mo than xooooo perfones on every fyde. And 
betweene that Ryvere and the grete See Oc- 
cean, that thei clepen the See Maure , lyzn 
alle theifc Roialmes. And toward the hede 
bcnethe in that Roialme, is the mount Cbo- 
taz, that is the hieft mount of the world: 
and it is betwene the See Maure and the See 
Cafpy. There is fulle ftreyt and dangerous 
paflage, for to go toward Tnde. And ther- 
fore Kyng Alyfandre leet make there a ftrong 
Cytee, that men clepen Alizandre, for to 
kepe the Contree, that no man fcholde pafle 
with outen his leve. And now men clepen 
that Cytee, the Zate of Helle. And the prin- 
cypalle Cytee of Comenye is clept Sarak, that 
is on of the 3 Weyes for to go in to Tnde: 
but be the Weye, ne may not pafle no gret 
multytude of peple, butzif it be in Wyntre. 
And that paflage men clepen the < Derbent . 
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The tocher weye is for to go fro the Cytee 
of Turquejien, be Ter fie: and be that Weye, 
ben manye ioumeyes be Defert. And the 
thridde Weye is that comethe fro Comanye y 
and than to go be the grete See and be the 
Kyngdom of Abchaz. 

And zee ichnlle undirftonde, that alle theife 
Kyngdomes and alle theife Londes abovefeyd, 
unto c PruyJfe and to RoJ/ye, ben alle obey flant 
to the grete Chane of Cathay ; and many o- 
there Contrees, that marchen to other Codes. 
Wherfore his powere and his Lojxllchipe is 
fulle gret, and fulle myghty. 


Cap. XXV. 

Of the Emperour of Perfye, find of the 
lond of derkneff 'e and of other Kyng¬ 
domes, that bekngen to the grete 
Chane of Cathay, and other Londes 
of htSy unto the See of Greece. 

N OW lithe I have devyfed zou the londes 
and the Kyngdoms toward the parties 
feptentrionales, in comynge down from the 
' * X 4 lond 
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tend of Cathay, Unto the londes oftheCriftene, 
toWardeS ‘PrHyffV atid RoJJye ; now fchalle I 
devyfe zpu of other londes and Kyogdomes, 
coinynge donn be other Coftes, toward the 
right fyde* unto the See bfGrece, toward the 
lond of Criftene men: and therfore that, af- 
tre Tnde arid aftre Cathay, the Emperoat of 
Terjfk is the grettefte Lord. Therfore ! Ichalle 
teHe feOri of the Kyrigdofcri of Terjfk. Fkft, 
where he hathe x Kyrigdomes; the firfte 
Kyngdottihegynhethe toward the Eft, toward 
thekyh'gdofft of Turtyueftdn, and itfltocchethfe 
toward the Weft, ‘Onto the ftyvere of e Phi* 
fon, that is on of the 4 Ry veres, that comen 
out of Taradys. And on another fyde, it 
ftrecchethe toward the Septemtrion, unto the 
See of Cafpye ■: and alfo toward the Southe, 
unto the Defert of Tnde . And this Contree 
is gode and pleyn and fulle of peple. And 
there hen hJanye 'gode Cytees. But the x 
priricypklfe Cytefeshen theife, Boytvrra and 
fieometgont, that sfl men clepen Sormagant. 
The tother Kyflgdom of Terjie ftrecchethe 
toward theRyvere of Thifon, and the "Parties 
of the Weft, -unto she Kyngdom of Mede : 
And fro the .grete Armenye, and toward the 
Septetatrion, to the See of Cafpte ; and to¬ 
ward the Southe, to the lond of Tnde. That 
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is alfo a godc lond and a plentefous; and it 
hache 3 grcce principals Cytces, Mejfabor , 
Cefken and Sarmajfane. 

And thanne aftre is Armenye 1 in the whiche 
vrereu wont to ben 4 Kyngdomes: that is a 
noble Cuntree, and fulle of Godes. And it be- 
gyonethe at Terjk, and ftrecchethe toward 
the Weft in fcngthe, unto Tnrkye. And in 
krgenefte, it durethe to the Cytee of Alt- 
tandre, that now is dept the Zate of Helle, 
that I f^>ak offe befom, undre the Kyngdom 
Of Mede. In this Armenye ben folk manye 
gode Cyeees; bat Tour tee is moft of name. 

Aftre this, is the Kyngdom of Mede, that 
Is fiiHe long: bat it is not futte huge, that be* 
gynnethe towatd the Eft, to the fend of*Per- 
and to Tkde the ieffe. And it ftrecchethe 
toward the Weft, towaid the Kyngdom of 
CaUet, and toward the Septemtrion, defceod- 
ynge toward the litifle Armenye. in that 
Kyngdom of Medee s them ben many grete 
Hifles, and Grille of pfeya Etthe. There 
dudfen Sttraeirte*, and another manor of 
•folk, that men depen Cor dynes. The tefte 
a, Cyte c s of that Kyngdom, ben Sorror and 
Koremen, 

Aftre that, is the Kyngdom of Ceorge, 
that begynnrthe toward the ESI, to the ffxt 
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Mountayne, that is dept Abzor\ where that 
duellen many dy verfe folk of dy verfe Naciouns. 
And men depen t he Conx.tttAlamo.This Kyng- 
domftrecchethe him towardes Turkye-, and to¬ 
ward the grete See: and toward the South, it 
marchethe to the grete Armenye. And there 
ben x Kyngdomes in that Contree; that on 
is the Kyngdom of Georgie , and that other 
is the Kyngdom of Abcaz. And alle weys 
in that Contree ben x Kynges, and tbei ben 
bothe Criftene: but the Kyng of Georgie is 
in iubieccioun to the grete Cbane. And the 
Yjvtgof Abcaz bathe the more ftrpng Contree: 
and he alle weyes vigeroufly defendetbc his 
Contree, azenft alle tho that aflaykn him; fo 
that no man may make him infubieccioun to 
no man. In that Kyngdom of Abcaz is a 
gret Marvaylle. For a Provynce of the Con¬ 
tree, that hathe wel in drcuyt 3 iorneyes, 
that men depen Hanyfon, is alle covered with 
Derkneife, with outen ony brightness or light; 
fo that no man may fee ne here, ne no map 
dar.entren in to hem. And natheies, tbciof 
the Contree feyn, that fom tyme men heren 
voys of folk, and Hors nyzenge, and Cokkcs 
crowynge. And men witen wel, that men 
dwellen there: but thei knowe not what men. 
Aodthei feyn, that the Derknefle befelle be 
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Myracle of God. For a curled Emperour of 
tP erfie , that highte Saures , purfuede alle Cri¬ 
ftene men, to deftroye hem, and to compelle 
hem to make Sacrifile to his Ydoles; and 
rood with grete Hoft, in alle that ever he • 
myghte, for to confounde the Criftene men. 
And thanne in that Contree, dwelleden ma- 
nye gode criftene men, the whiche that laften 
hire Godes, and wolde han fled in to Grece: 
and whan they weren in a playn, that highte 
Megon , anon this curfed Emperour mett with 
hem, with his Hooft, for to have flayn hem, 
and hewen hem to peces. And anon the Cri¬ 
ftene men kneleden to the grounde, and made 
hire preyeres to God, to iokoure hem. And 
anon a gret thikke Clowde cam, and covered 
the Emperour and alle his Hooft: and lo thei 
endoren in that manere, that thei ne mowe 
not gon oat, on no fyde; and fo Ichulle thei 
ever more abyden in Derknefle, tille the day 
of Dome, be the Myracle of God. And 
thanne the Criftene men wenten, where hem 
lykede beft, at hire own plefance, with outen 
Jettynge of ony Creature; and hire enemyes 
enclofed and confounded in Derknefle, with 
outen ony ftrok. Wherfore we may wel feye, 
with ‘David , A Domino fattu eft iftnd; & 
eft mirabile in oculis noftris. And that was 
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a grct Myracle, that God made for hem. 
Wherfore methinketbe , that Criftene men 
fcholden ben more devoute, to lerven onre 
Lord God, than ony other men of ony other 
Se&e. For with oncen ony drede, ne were 
curfcdnefte and Syone of Criftene men, thei 
fcholden be Lordes of alle die World. For 
the Banere of Jefit Crift is alle weys di/play- 
cd, and redy on alle fydes, to the help of his 
trewelovyngeScmuntes: infomoche, that 
o gode Criftene man, in gode Beleeve, fcbolde 
overcomen and out chacen a 1000 curled mys- 
bekevyngemen; a sDavid ley the in the Tfau- 
tere, Quanta perfeqnebatur mmus mile, (0 
due fugarent decern milts. . Et, Cadent a la¬ 
tere too mille, & decern rmlia a dextris tuts. 
And how that itmygbteben, that bn fcbolde 
chacen a iooo, David himfelf feythe, fo¬ 
ie wynge, Quia menus Domini fecit hue om¬ 
nia. And onre Lord himfelf fey the, be the 
Prophetes mouthc. Si in viis mete amhtla- 
veritis, fuper tribnlantes vet mififfem norm 
mod. So that wee may leen aperrely, that 
aif wee wil be gode men, non eaemye ne 
may not enduren men ft us. Alfo zee lchnlle 
undirftonde, that out of that load of Derk- 
nefte, gothe out a gret Ryvere, that fchew- 
ethe wel, that there ben folk dwellyuge, be 
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many redy tokeaes: but no man dar not en- 
tre in to it. 

And wytetbe well, that in the Kyngdoms 
of Georgiey oi Abebaz and of the litille Ar- 
menye y hen gode Criftene men and devoute. 
For thei fchryven hem and howfele hem ever¬ 
more ones or twyes in the Woke. And there 
hen manye of hem, that howfele hem every 
day; and lb do wee not on this half3 allefae 
it that feynt Voul c&naadetbe it, feyenge. 
Omn ibus diebus dominicis ad ccmuuicandu 
bortor. Thei kepen that Cdmandement; hoc 
wee ne kepen it not. 

Alio afire, on this faal£ is TurAye y that 
marcher he to the gr etcArmenye. And there 
hen many Provynces, as Capadocbe , Sours , 
Brique , Quejiton, Tytan and Gemethe. And 
in everyche of theife ben many gode Cytees. 
This Turkye ftrecchethe unto the Cytee of 
Sacbala , that fittethe upon the See of Greet $ 
and io it marchethe to Syr is. Syr is is a grcc 
Contree and a gode, as I have told zou be¬ 
fore- And alfo it bathe, aboven toward Tttds y 
the Kyngdom of Caldee y that ftrecchethe fro 
the Mountaynes of Calde y toward the Eft, 
unto the Cytee of Nynyvee, that fittethe up¬ 
on the Ry vere of Tygre: and in Jargenefle, 
it begynaethe toward theNwthe, to the Cy¬ 
tee 
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tee of Maraga ; and it ftrecchethe toward the 
Soothe, unto the See Occean. In Caldee is a 
pleyn Contree, and fewe Hiiles and fewe Ry- 
veres 

Aftre is the Kyngdom of Mefofotapne, 
that begynnethe toward the Eft, to the Flora 
of Tygre, unto a Cytee that is clept Mofelle: 
and it ftrecchethe toward the Weft, to the 
Flom of Eufrate , unto a Cytee that is clept 
Roianz : and in lengthe it gothe to the mount 
of Armenye* unto the Defert of Tnde the lcflc. 
This is a gode Contree and a pleyn: but it 
hathe fewe Ryveres. It hathe but x Moun- 
taynes in that Contree: of the whiche, on 
highte Symar, and that other Lyfon. And 
this Lond marchethe to the Kyngdom of 
Caldee. 

Zit there is,toward the parties meridionales, 
many Contrees and many Regyouns; as the 
lond of Ethiope y that marchethe, toward the 
Eft, to the grete Delertes; toward the Weft, 
to the Kyngdom of Nubye ; toward the Southe, 
to the Kyngdom of Moretane ; and toward 
the North, to the rede See. Aftre is More- 
tone , that durethe fro the Mountaynes of E- 
thiofe , unto Lybie the hize. And that Con- 
• tree lyzth a long fro the Sec Occean , toward 
the Southe; and toward the Northe, it march* 
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ethe to Nubye, and to the highe £ybye. (Theife 
men of Nubye ben Criftene.) And it march* 
ethe fro the londes abovdeyd to the Defertes 
of Egypt. And that is the Egypt, that I 
have ipoken of before. And aftre is Libye 
the hye, and Lybye the Iowe, that defcend- 
ethe down lowe, toward the grete See of 
Spayne. In the whiche Contree ben many 
Kyngdomes and many dyverfe folk. Now I 
have tJcvyfed zou many Contrees, on this half 
theKyngdom of Cathay: of the whiche, ma¬ 
ny ben obey flan t to the grete Chane. 

44444tt44+***4***44*4*++4**4444*4*4**+* 

Cap. XXVI. 

Of the Contrees and Ties , that hen he - 
zonde the Lond of Cathay j and of 
the Frutes there; and of 21 Kynges 
enclofed within the Mount ay nes. 

N OW fchalle I feye zou fewyngly of 
Contrees and Ylcs, that ben bezonde 
the Contrees that I have fpoken of. Wher- 
fore 1 feye zou, in paflynge be the Lond of 
Cathaye , toward the highe Tnde, and toward 
Bacharye , men paflen be a Kyngdom, that 
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men clepen Caldilht ; that is a folic fair Con- 
tree. And there growedyc a maner of Fruyt, 
as thooghe it weren Gou rdes: and whan thei 
hen rype, men fcutten hem a to, and men 
fynden with inne a lytylle Bed, in Fieffche, 
in Bon an^Blodet as though it were a lytylle 
Lomb, with outen Wolle. And men eten hothc 
the Frut and the Bed; and that is a grer Mar- 
veylle. Of that Frute I have eten; aUethoughe 
it were wondirfulle : hot that I kooifre vd, 
that God is marveylions in htsWerkes. And 
natheles I tolde hem, of als gret a Marveylle 
to hem, that is amonges us: and that was of 
the Bernakes. For I wide hem, that in owe 
Contree weren Trees, that beren a Fruyr, that 
becomen Briddes fleeynge: and cho that fellen 
in the Water, lyven; and thei that fallen on 
the Erthe, dyen anon: and thei ben right 
gode to Mannes mete. And here of had thei 
is gret marvayile, that sQme of hem trowed, 
it were an impoflible thing to be. In that 
Contree ben longe Apples, of gode favour; 
Where of ben mo than an .too .in a Clnlbre, 
and als manye in another.: and thei ban grere 
longe Leves and huge, of x Kofie long or more. 
And in that Control, and in other Coptrees 
there abouten, growen many Trees, that beren 
Clowe Gylofres and vNoccauigcs, and Crete 
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Notes of Tnde and Of Canelle and of many- 
other Spices. And there ben Vynes, that 
beren fo grete Grapes, that aftrong man fcholde 
have y now to done, for to here o cluftre with 
alle the Grapes. In that fame regioun ben the 
Mountaynes of Cajfye, that men cleperi V- 
ber in the Contree. Betwene tho Mountaynes, 
the Jewes of 10 Lynages ben enclofed, that 
men clepen Gothe and Magothe: and thei 
mowe not gpn out on no fyde. There weren 
enclofed Kynges with hire peple, that duel- 
Jeden betwene the Mountaynes of Sythye. 
There Kyng Alifandre chacede hem betwene 
tho Mountaynes ; and there he. thoughte for 
to enclofe hem thorghe werk of his men. But 
whan he faughe, that he myghte not don it, 
pe bryng it to an ende, he preyed to God of 
Nature, that he wolde parforme that that he 
had begonne. And alle were it fb, that he 
was a ‘Payneme and not worthi to ben herd, 
zit God of his grace clofed the Mountaynes 
to gydre: fo that thei dwellen there, alle fade 
y lokked and enclofed with highe Mountaynes 
alle aboute, faf only on o fyde ; and on that 
fyde, is the See of Cafpye. Now may fum 
Inen asken, Sithe that the See is on that o 
fyde, wherfbre go thei not out on the See 
fydej for to go where that hem lykethe ? But 
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to this queftioun, I icbal anfwere, That Sec? 
of Cajpye gothe out be Londe, undre the: 
Mountaynes, and rennethe be the Defert at o 
fyde of the Contree ; and aftre it flrecchethe 
unto the endes of Terjie. And alle thoughe 
it be clept a See, it is no See, ne it touch- 
ethe to non other See: but it is a Lake, the 
gretteft of the World. And thoughe thei 
wolden putten hero in to that See, thei oe 
wyften never, where that thei fcholde ar- 
ryven. And alfo thei conen no Langage, 
but only hire owne, that no roan knowethe 
but thei: and therfore mowe thei not gon 
our. And alfo zee fchulle undirftonde, that 
the Jewes han no propre Lond of hire owne 
for to dwellen inne, in alle the World, but 
only that Lond betwene the Mountaynes. 
And zit thei zelden Tribute for that Lond to 
the Queen of Amazoine , the whiche maketbe 
hem to ben kept in cloos folle diligently, that 
thei Ichalle not gon out on no fyde, but be 
the Coft of hire Lond. For hire Lond march- 
ethe to tho Mountaynes. And often it hathe 
befallen, that sttme of the Jewes han gon up 
the Mountaynes, and avalcd down to the Va- 
leyes: but gret riombre of folk ne may not 
do fo. For the Mountaynes ben fo hye and 
fo ftreghte up, that thei mofte abyde there, 
i maugre 
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maugre hire Myghte. For thei mowe not gon 
oat, but be a iictilie iflue, that was made be 
flrengthe of men; and it laftethe wel a 4 grete 
Xfyle. And afire, is there zit a Lond alio 
Defert, where men may fynde no Watre, ne 
for dyggynge, ne for non other thing. Wher- 
fbre men may not dwellen in that place: (b 
is it fulle of Dragounes, of Serpentes and of 
other venymons Belles, that no man dar not 
pafle, but zif it be be ftrong Wyntre. And 
that ftreyt pafTage, men clepen in that Con- 
tree, Clyron. And that is the pafTage, that 
the Queen of Amazaine makethe to ben kept. 
And thoghe. it happen?, (inn of hem, be For¬ 
tune, to gon out; thei conen no maner of 
Langage but EbYow: fo that thei can not 
Ipeke to the peple. And zit natheles, men 
ley n, thei fchalle gon out in the tyme of An- ' 
tecrifl, and that thei icbulle maken gret (laugh- 
tre of Criftene men. And therfore alle the 
Jewes , that dwellen in alle Londes, lernen 
alle weys to fpeken Ebrew, in hope that whan 
the other Jewes Ichulle gon out, that thei 
may undirftonden hire Speche, and to leden 
hem in to Criftendom, for to deftroye the 
Criftene peple. For the Jewes feyn, that 
they knowen wel, be hire Prophecycs, that 
thei of Cafpye fchulle gon ont and (preden 
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thorghe out alle tbe World; and that the 
Criflene men fchulle ben undre hire Subiec- 
cioun, als longe as thei han ben in fubiecci- 
oun of hem. And zif that zee wil wyte, 
how that thei fchulle fynden hire Weye, af- 
tre that I have herd feye, I fchalle telle zou. 
In the time of Antecrift, a Fox fchalle make 
there his trayne, and mynen an hole, where 
Kyng Altfandre leet make the Zatcs: and fo 
longe he fchalle mynen and perce the Erthe, 
til that he fchalle pafTe thorghe, towardes 
that folk. And whan thei feen the Fox, thei 
fchulle have gret marvey lie of him, be cauie 
that thei faughe never fuche a Bell. For of 
alle othere Belles, thei han enclofed amonges 
hem, faf only the Fox. And thanne thei 
fchulien chacen him and purfuen himfo flreyte, 
tille that he come to the fame place, that he 
cam fro. And thanne thei fchulien dyggen 
and mynen fo flrongly, tille that thei fynden 
the Zates, that Kyng Altfandre leet make of 
grete Stones and paflynge huge, wel fymenr- 
ed and made flronge for the mayflrie. And 
t ho Zates thei fchulle brekcn, and logon out, 
be fyndynge of that iflue. 

Fro that Lond, gon men toward the Lond 
of Bacharie , where ben fulle yvele folk and 
fulle cruelie. In that Lond ben Trees, that 
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beren Wolle, as thoghe it were of Scheep; 
where of men maken Clothes, and alle thing 
that may ben made of Wolle. In that Con j 
tree ben many Ipotaynes, that dwelled fom- 
tymein the Watre, and.fomtyme on theLond: 
and thei ben half Man and half Hors, as I 
have leyd before: and thei eten men, whan 
thei may take hem. And there ben Ry veres 
ofWatres, that ben fblle byttcre, three fythes 
more than is the Watir of the See. In that 
Contree ben many Griffounes, more plentee 
than in OBy other Contree. Sum men feyn, 
that thei han the Body upward, as an Egle, 
and benethe as a Lyoun: and treuly thei feyn 
fothe, that thei ben of that fchapp. But 0 
GrifFoun hathe the body more gret and is 
more ftrong thanne 8 Lyouns, of fuche Ly- 
ouns as ben o this half; and more gret and 
ftrongere, than an 100 Egles, fuche as we 
han amonges us. For o GrifFoun there wil 
bcre, fleynge to his Neft, a gret Hors, or 2, 
Oxen zoked to gidere, as thei gon at the 
Plowghe. For he hathe his * Talonns fo longe 

• One 4 Foot long, in the Cotton Library, has a Silver 
Hoop about the end, whereon is engraven, Griphi Unguis, 
Vivo Cuthberto Dunelmenfi facer. Another about an Eli long, 
is mentioned by Dr. Grew , in his Hiftory of the Rarities of 
the Royal Society, fag. 16: tho* the Do&or there fuppofes 
it rather the Horn of a Rock-Buck or of the Ibtf mas, 
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and lo large and grete, upon his Feet, as though^ 
thei weren Hornes of grete Oxen or of Bugles 
or of Kyza; lo that men maken Cuppes of 
hem, to drynken of: and of hire Ribbes and 
of the Pennes of hire Wenger men maken 
Bowes fulle ftrongc, to fchote with Arwes 
and Quarelle. From thens gon men, be many 
iourneyes, thorghe the Load of Preftre John , 
the grete Emperour of Tnde. And men depea 
fais Roialme, the Yle of Tentexoire. 

Cap. XXVIL 

Of the Rycille eft ate of Preftre John j 
and of a riche man , that made a 
marveyllom CafteUe> and cleped it 
Paradys j and of his Sotyllee. 

T HIS Emperour ‘Preftre John holt fulle 
gret Load, and hathe many fulle noble 
Cytees and gode Townes in his Royalme, 
and many grete dyverfe Yles and large. For 
alle the Contree of Tnde is devyfed in Yles, 
for the grete Flodes, that comen from Para- 
dys ', that departen alle the Lond in many par¬ 
ties. And alio in the See, he hathe fulle 
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manye Yles. And the belle Cyree in the Yle 
of Tentexoire is Nyfe, that is a fulle RyalJd 
Cytee and a noble, and fulle riche. This 
jP refire John hathe undre him many Kyngcs 
and many Yles and many dyverfe folk of dy- 
verfe condiciouns. And this Lond is fulle 
gode and ryche; but not lo riche as is the 
Lond of the grete Chane. For the Marchauntes 
come not thidre lb comounly, for to bye 
Marchandifes, as thei doo in the Lond of the 
gret Chane: for it is to fer to travaylle to. 
And on that other partie, in the Ylc of Ca¬ 
thay, men fynden alle maner thing, that is 
nede to man ; Clothes of Gold, of Silk, and 
Spycerie. And therfore, alle be it that men 
han grettre chep in the Yle of Trefire John, 
natheles men dreden the longe wey and the 
grete periles in the See, in tho parties. For 
in many places of the See ben grete Roches 
Of Stones of the Adamant, that of his propre- 
nature drawethe Iren to him. And therfore 
there paffen no Schippes, that han outher 
Bondes or Nayles of Iren with in hem: and 
zif there do, anon the Roches of the Ada- 
mantes drawen hem to hem, that never thei 
may go thens. I my felf have leen o Fer- 
rom in that See, as thoughe it hadde ben 
a. gret; Yle fujle of Trees and Bulcaylle,. fullp 
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of Thornes and Breres, gret plentee. And 
the Schipmen tolde us, that aile that was of 
Schippes, that weren draweu thidre be the 
Adamauntes, for the Iren that was in hem. 
And of the rotenefle and other thing that was 
with in the Schippes, grewen iuche Bufcaylle 
and Thornes and Breres and grene Grafle and 
iuche maner of thing; and of the Malles 
and the Scylle Zerdes: icfemedagreteWode 
or a Grove. And fuche Roches ben in many 
places there abouten. And therfore dur not the 
MarchauntespaiTen there, but zif thei knowen 
wel the paflages,or elje that thei ban gode Lode? 
men. And alfo thei dreden the longe weye: and 
therfofO thei gon to Cathay ; for it is more 
nyghe: and zit is not fo nyghe, but that men 
mode ben travayllynge be See and Lond, 11 
Monethes or iz, from Gene or from Venyfe\ 
or he come to Cathay. And zit is the Lond 
of ‘P reft re John more ferr, be many dred- 
fulle iourneyes. And the Marchauntes paflen 
be the Kyngdom of Ter/ie, and gon to a Cy- 
tee that is clept Hermes: for Hermes the 
Philofophre founded it. Aqd aftre that, thei 
paflen an Arm of the See, and thanne thei 
gon to another Cytee that is clept *Golbache: 
and there thei fynden Marchandifes, and of 
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Popengayes, as gret plentee as men fynden 
here of Gees. And zif thei will patten fer- 
there, thei may gon fykerly i now. In that 
Contree is but lytylle Where or Berley: and 
therfore thei eten Ryzs and Hony and Mylk 
and Cheie and Frute. 

This Emperour c Prefire John takethe alle 
Weys to his Wif, the Doughtre of the grete 
Chane: and the gret Chane alio in the fames 
wife, the Doughtre of Prefire John. For ’ 
theife x ben the gretteft Lordes undir the Fir¬ 
mament, 

In the Lond of Prefire John , ben many 
dyverfe thinges and many precious Stones, 
ib grete and fo large, that men maken of hem 
Veflelle; as Plateres, Dittches and Cuppe$, 
And many other m^rveylles ben there; that 
it were to combrous and to long to putten it 
in feripture of Bokes. 

But of the princypalle YIes and of his E- 
(late and of his Lawe, I fchalle telle zou ibm 
partye. This Emperour Prefire John is Cri- 
ftene; ^nd a gret partie of his Contree alio: 
butzit thei hayenot alle the Articles of oure 
Feythe, as wee have. Thei beleven wel in 
the Fadre, in the Son? and in the Holy Goil: 
and thei ben fulle devoute, and righte trewe 
pn to another. And th?i fete? not be no Bu¬ 
rettes, 
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yettes, ne by Cawtcles, ne of no Difceytes, 
And he hathe ondre him 71 Provynces; and 
in every Provynce is a Kyng. And theile 
Kynges han Kynges undre hem; and alle ben 
tributaries to Trejfre John. And he hathe 
in his Lordfchipes many grete marveyles. For 
in his Contree, is the See that men clepen the. 
Gravely See, that is alle Gravelle and Sond, 
with outen ony drope ofWatre: and it eb- 
bethe and flowethe in grete Wawes, as other 
Sees don: and it is never (title ne in pes, in no 
maner cefoun. And no man may paffe that 
See be Navye, ne be no maner of craft: and 
therfbre may no man koowe, what Load is' 
bezond that See. And alle be it that it have 
90 Watte, zit men fynden therein and on the 
Bankes, fiille gode Fiflche of other maner of 
kynde and fchappe, thanne men fynden in 
ony other See; and thei ben of right goode 
taft, and delycious to mannes mete. 

And a 3 ioumeys long fto that See, bee 
gret Mountaynes; out of the whiche got he 
out a gret Flood, that comethe out of *P*ra- 
dys: and it is fiille of precious Stones, with, 
outen ony drope of Water: and k rennethe 
thorghe the Defert, on that o fyde; io that 
it maketbe the See gravely: and it berethe 
in to that See, and there it eudcthe. And, 
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thatFl6ft>e rennethealfo, 3 dayes m the Woke, 
and bryngethe with him grete Stones, and the 
Roches alio therewith, and that gret plentee. 
And anon as thei ben entred in to the grave- 
ly See, thei ben feyn no more; but loft for 
evere more. And in tho 3 dayes, that that 
Ry vere rennethe, no mandar entren in to it * 
but in the other dayes, men dar entren wel y 
now. Alib bezonde that Fkfme, more up¬ 
ward to the Deferres, is a gret Pleyn alle gra¬ 
velly betwene the Mouncayncs: and in that 
Playn, every day at the Sonne rifynge, begyn- 
nen to growe finale Trees; and thei growen til 
mydday, berynge Frute: but no man dar taken 
ofthatFrute; for it is a thing of Fayrye. And 
aftre mydday, thei diicrecen and entren azen 
in totheErthc; fo that at thegoyngedotm of 
the Sonne, thei apperen no more: and io thei 
don every day; and that is a gret marvaylle. 

In that Deiert ben many wyMe men, that 
ben hidoufe to loken on: for thei ben *> hom¬ 
ed; and thei ipeken nought brn thei gran ten, 
as Pygges. And there is aifo gret plentee of 
yylde Houndes. And there ben maaye P®<- 
pegayes, that thei clepen Pfitafces in hire Lj»* 
gage: and thei fpeken of hire propre nature, 
and falvcn men that gon thorghe the Deforces, 

The Latin Verfion docs not make them ■htrnti. 
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find fpeken to hem als appertely, as thougbo 
it were a man. And thei that fpeken wel, 
han a large Tonge, and han f Toos upon a 
Fote. And there ben alfo of other manere, 
that han bat 3 Toos upon a Fote; and thei 
fpeken not, or but litiUe: for thei cone not 
but cryen. 

This Emperour Treftre John, whan he 
gothe in to Battayle, azenft ony other Lord, 
he hathe no Baneres born before him: but he 
bathe 3 Crofles of Gold, fyn, grete and hye, 
fulle of precious Stones: and every of the 
Crofles ben fett in a Chariot, fulle richely ar¬ 
rayed And for to kepen every Cros, ben 
ordeyned 10000 men of Armes, and mo than 
100000 men on Fote, in maner as men wolde 
kepe a Stondard in oure Contrees, whan that 
wee ben in Lond of Werre. And this nom- 
bre of folk is with outen the pryncipalle 
Hood:, and with outen Wenges ordeynd for 
the Bataylle. And whan he hathe no Werre* 
but ridethe with a pryvy Meynee, thanne he 
hathe bore before him but o Crofs. of Tree, 
with outen pcynture, and with outen Gold 
or Silver or precious Stones; in remembrance, 
that Jefu Crijl fuflred Dethe upon a Cros of 
Tree. And he hathe born before him alfo a 
Plafer of Gold fulle of Erthe, in tokene that 
1 his, 
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his NoblefTe and his Myghte and his FlefTche 
fchalie turaen to Erthe. And he hathe born 
before him alfo a Veflelle of Silver, fulle of 
noble Jewelles of Gold fulle riche, and of 
precious Stones, in tokene of his Lordfchipe 
and of his NoblefTe and of his Myght. He 
duellethe comounly in the Cytee of Sufe ; 
and there is his principals Palays, that is ib 
riche and io noble, that no man wil trowe it 
by eftymacioun, but he had feen it. And 
aboven the chief Tour of the Palays, ben z 
rounde Pomeles of Gold; and in everyche of 
hem ben z Carboncles grete and large, that 
ichynen fulle brighte upon the nyght. And 
the principals Zates of his Palays ben of pre¬ 
cious Ston, that men clepen Sardoyne: and 
the Bordure and the Barres ben of Ivorye: 
and the Wyndowes of the Halles and Cham- 
bres ben of CriftalS: and the Tables, where 
on meneten, some ben of Emeraudes, sttme 
of Amatyft and s 5 me of Gold, fulle of preci¬ 
ous Stones; and the Pileres, that beren up 
the Tables, ben of the fame precious Stones. 
And the Degrees to gon up to his Throne, 
where he fittethe at the Mete, on is of Oni- 
che, another is of Criftalle, and another of 
Jafpre grene, another of Amatyft, another of 
Sardyne, another of Corneline, and the fe- 

vene 
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vene that he fettcthe on his Feet, is of Cii- 
folyte. And alie theife Degrees ben bofdnrcd 
with fy n Gold, with the tot her precious Stones* 
fctt with grete Perles orycnt. And the fydes 
of the Sege of his Throne ben of Emerandes, 
and bordnred with Gold fulle nobely, and 
dubbed with other precious Stones and grete 
Perles. And allc the Pileres in his Chambre, 
ben of fyne Gold with precious Stones, and 
with many Carboncles, that zeyen gret lyght 
upon the nyght to alle peple. And alle be it 
that the Charbonclc zeye lyght right y now* 
natheles at alle tymes brennethe a Veflelle of 
Criftalle fulle of Bawme, for to zcven gode 
fmelle and odour to the Emperour, and to 
voyden awey alle wykkede Eyres and cor- 
rupciouns. And the forme of his Bedd is of 
fyne Sapbires bended with Gold, for to make 
him flepen wel, and to refreynen him from 
Lecherye. For be wille not lyze with his 
Wyfes, but 4 fithes in the Zeer, aftre the 4 
Cefouns: and that is only for to engendit 
Children. He bathe alfo a fulle fayr Palays 
and a noble, at the Cytee of Nyfi, where that 
hedwellethe, whan him beft lykethe: but 
the Ayr is not fo attempree, as it is at the 
Cytee of Sufe. And zee ichulle undirftonde, 
that in alle his Contree, ne in the Contrees 

there 
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there alle aboute, men eten noghte but ones 
in the day, as men don in the Court of the 
grete Chane. And fo thei eten every day in 
his Conrt, mo than 30000 perfones, with 
oaten goeres and conacres. Bat the 30006 
perfones of his Contrce, ne of the Contree of 
the grete Chane* ne fpenden noghte lo moche 
Code, as don ixooo of oare Contree. This 
Emperour Vreftre John hathe evere more 7 
Kynges with him, to ferve him: and thei de- 
parten hire Service be certeyn Monethes. And 
witbtheiie Kynges ferven alle weys 71 Dukes 
and 360 Erles. And alle the dayes of the 
Zcer, there eten in his Houlhold and in his 
Court, ix Erchebysfhoppesand xoBisfhoppes. 
And the Patriark of ieynt Thomas is there, 
as is the Pope here. And the Erchebisfboppes 
and the Bislhoppes and the Abbottes in that 
Contree, ben alle Kynges. And everyche of 
theifc grete Lordes knowen wel y now the 
attendance of hire Servyce. The on is May* 
iter of his Honfhold, another is his Chamber* 
ieyn, another lervethe him of a DyfTche, a* 
bother of the Cnppe, another is Sty ward, a- 
nother is Marefchalle, another is Prynce of 
his Armes: and thus is he fnlle nobely and 
ryaHy ferved. And his Loud durethe in ver* 
ry brede 4 Monethes iorneyes, and in lengthe 
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oat of mefure: that is to feyn, alle the Yles 
undir Erthe, that wee fnppofen to ben uri- 
dir us. 

Befyde the Yle of Tentexoire , that is the 
Lond of Trejire John , is a gret Yle lone and 
brode, that men clepen Miijierak ; and it is 
in the Lordfchipe of Trejire John. . In that 
Yle is. gret plentee of Godcs. There was 
dwellynge fomtyme a ryche man, and it is 
not longe fitben, and men dept him Gatho- 
lonabes ; and he Was fiille of Cauteles and of 
fotylle Difceytes: and he hadde a fiille fair 
Caftelle, and a ftrong, in a Mounrayne, fo 
flrong and fo noble, that no man cowde de- 
vife a fairere ne a flrengere. And he had let 
muren alle the Mountayne aboute with a 
ftrong Walle and a fair. And with inne tho 
Walles he had the faireft Gardyn, that ony 
man myghte beholde; and therein were Trees 
bcrynge alle maner of Frutes, that ony man 
cowde devyfe: and there in were alio alle 
maner vertnous Herbes of gode finelle^ and 
alle other Herbes alfo, that beren faire Floures. 
And he had alio in that Gardyn, many faire 
Welles; and befide tho Welles, he had lete 
make faire Halles and faire Chambres, de- 
peynted alle with Gold and Azure. And 
there weren in that place many a dyverfo 

thingesr 
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rhinges and many dyverfe ftories: and of 
Beftes and of Bryddes, that fongen fulle de- 
ledabely, and meveden be craft, that it feraede 
that thei weren quyke. And he had alfo in 
his Gardynalie maflerof Foules and of Bedes, 
that ony man myghte thenke on, for to have 
pley or defport to beholde hem. And be had 
alfo in that place* the fairefte Darayfeles, 
that myghte ben founde ondir the Age of if 
Zere, and the fairefte zonge ftriplynges, that 
men myghte gece of that fame age: and alle 
thei weren clothed in Clothes of Gold fully 
xichely: and he feyde, that tho weren Aun- 
geles. And he had alfo let make 3 Welles, 
faire and noble* and alle envyround with fton 
of Jafpre,of Criftalle, dyapred with Gold, and 
fett with precious Stones and grete orient 
Perles. And he had made a Conduyt undir 
Erthe, fo that the 3 Welles* at his lift, on 
fcholde renne Milk, another Wyn, and ano¬ 
ther Hony. And that place he clept Tara- 
dys. And whan that ony gode Knyght, that 
■was hardy and noble, cam to fee this Rialtee, 
he wolde lede him into his Taradys, and 
fchewen him thcife wondirfulle thinges, to 
his defport, and the marveyllous and delicious 
Song of dyverfe Briddes, and the faire Damy¬ 
feles, and the faire Welles of Mylk, Wyn 
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and bony, plentevous rennynge. And he! 
wolde let make dyverfe Inftrumentes of Mu- 
fick to lownen in an highe Tour, lo merily 
that it was joye for to here; and- no man 
fcholde fee the craft thereof: And tho, he 
feyde, weren Adngeles of God, and that place 
was Paradys , that God had behighte to his 
Frendes, feyenge, ‘Dabo vobis Terr am fluen- 
tem latte & Me lie. And thanne wolde he 
maken hem to drynken of certeyn drynk, 
where of anon thei fcholden be dronken. And 
thanne wolde hem thinken gretter delyt, than 
thei hadden before. And than wolde he feye 
to hem, that zif thei wolde dyen fot him and 
for his love, that aftir hire Dethe, thei fcholde 
come to his Paradys \ and thei fcholde ben 
of the age of the Damyfeles, and thei fcholde 
pleyen with hem, and zit ben Maydencs. 
And aftir that, zit fcholde he putten hem in 
a fayrere Paradys , where that thei fchold fee 
God of Nature vifibely, in his Mageftee and 
in his Blifte. And than Wolde he Ichewe hem 
his entenr, and feye hero, that zif thei wolde 
go He fiiche a Lord or fuche a man, that was 
his Encmye or contrarious to his lift, that thei 
fcholde not drede to don it, and for to bellayn 
therefore hemfelf: for aftir hire Dethe, he 
Wolde putten hem into another Paradys,' that 

was 
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Was an 100 fold fairere chan ony of the to- 
there: and there fchode thei dwellen with 
the mod faired Damyfelles that myghte be, 
and pley with hem ever more. And thus 
wenten many dyverfe ludy Bacheleres for to 
fie gtete Lords^ in dyverfe Cbuntrees, that 
werep his enemyes, and madeh hem felf to 
ben flayn, in hope to have that Paradys. And 
thus often tyme, he was revenged of his ene¬ 
myes, be his fotylle difceytes and falfe Cau- 
teles. And whan the worthi men of the Con- 
free hadden perceyved this fotylle falfhod of 
this Gath'oloHabes , thei aflembled hem with 
force, And aflayfeden his Cadelle, and flowen 
him, and dedroyden alle the fair places, and 
alle the nobletees of that ‘Paradys. The place 
of the Welles and of the Wallcs and of many 
other thinges, ben zit apertly fene: but the 
richefle is voyded clene. And it is not longe 
gon, fithe that place was dedroyed. 
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C a p. XXVIII. 

Of the Develes Hede in the Valeye per i¬ 
lous; and of the Cufloms of folk in 
dyVerfe Ties , that ben abouten , in the 
Lordfchtpe of Preftre John. 

B ESYDE that Yle of Miftorak , upon 
the left fyde, nyghe to the Ryvere of 
Tbifm, is. a marveylous thing. There is a 
Vale betwene the Mountaynes, that durethe 
nyghe a 4 Myle: and fummen clepen it the 
Vale eochaunted; fome clepen it the Vale of 
Develes, and lome clepen it the Vale perilous. 
In that Vale, heren men often tyme green 
Tempeftes and Thondres andgrete Murmures 
and Noyfes, alle dayes and nyghtes: and gret 
noyfe, as it were fown of Tabours and of 
Nakeres andTrompes, as thoughe it were of 
a gret fefte. This Vale is alle fulle of Develes, 
and hathe ben alle weys. And men feyn 
, there, that it is on of the eutrees of Helle. 
In that Vale is gret plentce of Gold and Syl- 
ver; wherefore many mys belevynge men, 
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and maoye Criftene men alio, gon in often 
tyme, for to have of the Threfoure, that there 
is: but fewe comen azen; and namely of 
the mys belevynge men, ne of the Criftene 
men nouther: for thei ben anon ftrangled of 
Develes. And in my dde. place of that Vale, 
undir a Roche, is an Hed and the Vifage of 
a Devyl bodyliche, fulle horrible and dread* 
fulle to fee, and it fchewethe not but the 
Hed, to the Schuldres. But there is no man 
in the World fo hardy, Criftene man ne other, 
but that he wolde ben a drad for to beholde 
it; and that it wolde femen him to dye for 
drede; fo is it hidoufe for to beholde. For 
he beholdethe every man fo f'charply, with 
dreadfulle Eyen, that ben evere more mevynge 
and fparklynge, as Fuyr, and chaungethe and 
fterethe fo often in dyverfe manere, with fo 
horrible Countenance, that no man dar not 
ncighen towardes him. And fro him comcthe 
out Smoke and Stynk and Fuyr, and fo 
moche Abhomynacioun, that unethe no man 
may there endure. But the gode Criftene 
men, that ben ftable in the Feythe, entren 
welle withouten perile. For thei wil firft 
fchryven hem, and marken hem with the to- 
kene of the Holy Cros; fo chat the Fendcs 
lie han no Power over hem. But alle be it 
Z 3 that 
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that thei ben with outen pcrile, zit natheles 
ne ben thei not with outen drede, whan that 
thei leen the Develes vifibely and bodyJy alle 
aboute hem, that maken fulle many dyverfe 
Adames and Manaces in Eyr and in Erthe, 
and agaften hem with ftrokcs of Thondre 
blades and of Tempedes. And the mode 
drede is, that God wole taken Vengeance 
thanne, of that men han mys don azen his 
Wille. And zee fchulle undirdonde, that 
whan my Fellows and I weren in that Vale, 
wee weren in gret thought, whether that wee 
durden putten oure Bodyes in aventure, to 
gon in or non, in the proteccioun of God. 
And some of oure Fellowes accordeden to 
enter, and lomme noght. So there weren 
with us z worthi men, Frere Menoures that, 
weren of Lombardye ., that feyden, that zif 
ony man wolde entren, thei wolde gon in 
with us. And when thei hadden feyd lo, 
upon the gracyous trud of God and of hem, 
wee leet lynge Made, and made every man 
to ben fchryven and houlcld: and thanne wee 
entreden 14 perfonncs; but at oure goynge 
out, wee weren but 9. Audio wee widen 
nevere, whether that pure Fellowes weren 
lod, or elle turned azen for drede: but wee 
nc laughc hem never after: and tho \yeren % 
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men of Grece and 3 of Spayne. And oure o- 
ther Fellows, that wolden not gon in with us, 
thei wenten by another Code, to ben before 
us, and lo thei were. And thus wee pafleden 
that periloufe Vale, and founden thereinne 
Gold and Sylver and precious Stones and riche 
Jewelles gret plentee, both here and there, as 
us iemed: but whether that it was, as us 
lemede, I wot nere; for I touched none, be- 
caufe that the Develes ben fo fubtyle to make 
a thing to feme- otherwife than it is, for to 
difeeyve mankynde: and therfore I towched 
none; and alfo becaule that I wolde not ben 
put out of my Devocioun: for I was more 
devout thanne, than evere I was before or 
after, and alle for the drede of Fendes, that I 
iaughe in dyverfe Figures; and alfo for the 
gret multytude of dede Bodyes, that I Iaughe 
there liggynge be the Weye, be alle the Vale, 
as thoughe there had beu a Bataylle betvvene 
z Kynges and the myghtyeft of the Contree, 
and that the gretter partye had ben difeomfy- 
ted and flayn. And I trowe, that uncthe 
fcholde ony Contree have fo moche peple 
with in him, as lay flayn in that Vale, as us 
thoughte; the whiche was an hidoufo fight 
tofeen. And I merveylied moche, that there 
Wereo fo manye, and the Bodyes all hole, 
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with outen rotynge. But I trowe, that JendeSi 
made bem femen to ben lb bole, with outen 
rotynge. But that myghte not ben to myn 
avys, that fo manye fcholde have entred fo 
newely, ne fo manye newely flayo, with out¬ 
en liynkynge and rotynge. And manye of 
bem weren in habite of Criltene men: but I 
trowe wel, that it weren of fuche, that wenten 
in for covetyfe of the Threfoure, that was 
there, and hadden over moche feblenelTe in 
Feithe; fo that hire Hertes-ne myghte not 
enduren in the Beleve for drede. And ther- 
fbre weren wee the more devout a gret del: 
and zit wee weren call doun and beten down 
many tymes to the hard Erthe, be Wyndes 
and Thondres and Tempeftes: but cvere 
more God of his grace halp us: and fo wee 
palTed that perilous Vale, with outen perile 
and with outen encomhrance. Thanked be 
alle mygbty Godd. 

Aftre this, bezonde the Vale, is a gret YIe, 

where the folk ben grete Geauntes of z8 Fote 

longc or of 30 Fote longe: and thei han no 

Clothinge, but of Skynnes of Belies, that thei 

hangen upon hem: and thei eten no Breed, 

but alle raw Flefchc: and thei drynken Mylk 

of Belies; for thei han plentee of alle Beftayl- 
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le. And thei have none Houfes, to lyen inue. 
And thei eten more gladly mannes Fleflche, 
thanne ony other Flelche. In to that Yle 
dar no man gladly entren: and zif thei leen a 
Schipp and Men there inne, anon thei entren 
In to the See, for to take hem. 

And men feyden us, that in an Yle bezon- 
de that, weren Geantes of grettere Stature ; 
sttmfe of4J Fote, or 50 Fote long, and as feme 
men feyn, sUme of 50 Cubytes long: but 
Ifaghe none of tho; for I hadde no lull to go 
to tho parties, becaufe that no man comethe 
nouther in to that Yle ne in to the other, 
but zif he be devoured anon. And among 
tho Geauntes ben Scheep, als grete as Oxen 
here; and thei beren gret Wolle and roughe. 
Of the Scheep I have feyn many tymes. And 
men han feyn many tymes tho Geauntes 
taken men in the See out of hire Schippes, 
and broughte hem to lond, ^ in on bond and 
x in another, etynge hem goynge, alle rawc 
and alle quyk. 

Another Yle is there toward the Northe, 
in the See Occean, where that ben fulle 
crude and ful evele Wommen of Nature; 
and thei han precious Stones in hire Eycn: 
^ad thei ben of that hynde, that zif thei 
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* beholden ony man with wratthe, thei flen 
him anon with the beholdynge, as dothe the 
Bafilisk. 

Another Yie is there, fulle fair and gode 
and gret, and fulle of peple, where the cuftom 
is luche, that the firfte nyght that thei ben 
maryed, thei maken another man to lye be 
hire Wifes, for to have hire Maydenhode: 
and tberfore thei taken gret Hnyre and gret 
Thank. And ther ben certeyn men in every 
Town, that ferven of non other thing; and 
thei clepen hem Cadeberiz, that is to feyne, 
the Foies of Wanhope. For thei of the Con- 
tree holden it fb gret a thing and fo perilous, 
for to have the Maydenhode of a Woman, 
that hem femethe that thei that haven firft the 
Maydenhode, puttethe him in aventureof his 
Lif. And zif the Husbonde fynde his Wif 
Mayden, that other next nyghte, after that 
iehe fcholde have ben leyn by of the man, that 
is aligned therefore, perauntes for Dron- 
kenefle or for fome other caufe, the Husbon* 
de fchalle pleyne upon him, that he bathe not 

• Plin . L. 7. C. 2. In. eadan Africa familias quafdam ef- 
fafeinantiam , Ifigonus cr Nymphodorus trad'unt y quartern late- 
datione, intereant Probata , artfeant Arberes, emoriantur Infan¬ 
tes. Fj ffe ejufdem generis in Tribajlis t? ttlyriis adjust Ifigonufy 
qui v'tf/4 quaque ejjafiinent wterimahtqut, quos diutius intnear .- 
fur, iratis frkcifm 0 calls, 
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don his Deveer, in fuche cruelle wife, as 
thoughe he wolde have him flayn therfore. 
But after the firfte nyght, that thei ben leyn 
by, thei kepen hem fo ftreytely, that thei 
ben not fo hardy to fpeke with no man. And 
I asked hem the caufe, whi that thei heldcn 
fuche cuftom: and thei feyden me, that of 
old tyme, men hadden ben dede for deflou- 
rynge of Maydenes, that hadden Serpentes in 
hire Bodyes, that ftongen men upon hire 
Zerdes, that thei dyeden anon: and therfore 
thei helden that cuftom, to make other men, 
ordeyn’d therfore, to lye be hire Wyfes, for 
drede of Dethe, and to a flay e the paiTage be 
another, rather than for to putte hem in that 
aventure. 

Aftre that, is another Yle, where that 
W6men maken gret Sorwe, whan hire Chil¬ 
dren ben y bom: and whan thei dyen, thei 
maken gret Fefte and gret Joye and Re- 
vclle, and thanne thei caften hem in to a gret 
Fuyr brennynge. And tho that loven wel hire 
Husbondes, zif hire Husbondes ben dede, thei 
caften hem alfo in theFuyr, with hireChildren 
and brennen hem. And thei leyn, that the 
Fuyr fchalle clenfen hem of alle filthes and of 
alle Vices, and thei fchulle gon pured and 
dene in to, another World, to hire Husbpndes, 

and 
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and thei fchulle leden hire Children with 
hem. And the canfe whi that they wepen, 
when hire Children ben born, is this. For 
whan thei comen in to this World, tbei co¬ 
men to labour, forwe and heyynefle; And 
whi thei makcn ioye and gladnefle at hire 
dyengc, is be caufe that, as thei feyn, thanne 
thei gon to Taradys, where the Ryveres ren- 
nen Mylk and Hony, where that men feeq 
hem in ioye and in habundancc of Godes, 
with outen forwe and labour. In that Ylc 
men maken hire Kyng everc more be elecci- 
oun: and they ne chefe him nought for na 
NobleiTe ne for no Ricchefle, but iuche an on 
as is of godc maneres and of gode Coudici- 
ouns, and therewith alle rightfulle; and alio, 
that he be of gret Age, and that he have no 
Children. In that Yle men ben fulle righte- 
fulle, and thei don rightfulle luggementes in 
every caufe, hothc of riche and pore, fmale 
and grete, aftre the quantytec of the trefpas 
that is mys don. And the Kyng may nought, 
deme no man to Dethe, with outen aflent of 
his Barouns and other wyfe men of Conieille, 
and that alle the Court accorde therto. And 
zif the Kyng him felf do ony Homycydie ot 
ony Cryme, as to fle a man, or ony fuche 
cas, he fchalle dye therefore; but he fchalle 
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hot be flayn, as another man, but men fchulle 
dcfende in peyne of Dethe, that no man be lo 
hardy to make him Companye, ne to ipeke 
with hym, ne that no man zeve him ne felle 
him ne ferve him nouther of Mete ne Drynk: 
and fo ichalle he dye in mylchef. Thei fpare 
no man that hath treipaced, nouther for love 
ne for favour ne forricchelle ne for Noblelle, 
but that he ichalle have afire that he hathe 
don. 

Bezonde that YIe, is another Yle, where is 
gret multytude of Folk; and thci wole not for 
nothing eten Flefche of Hares, ne of Hennes, 
ne of Gees: and zit thei bryngen forthe y 
now, for ro feen hem and to beholden hem 
only. But thei eten Flelchc of alle other 
Belles, and drynken Mylk. In that Contrc, 
thei taken hire Doughtres and hire Sullres to 
here Wyfes, and hire othere Kynnefwomen. 
And zif there ben 10 or iz men or mo dwel- 
lynge in an Hows, the Wif of everyche of 
hem fchalle ben comoun to hem aile, that 
daellen in that Hows; lo that every man may 
liggen with whom he wole of hem, on o 
nyght, and with another another nyght. And 
zif fche have ony Child, iche may zeve it to 
what man Iche lift, that hathe companyed 
with hire; lo that no man knoweth there, 

whether 
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whether the Child be his or anotheres. Add 
zif ooy man feye to hem, that thei noriflchen 
other mennes Children, thei anfweren, that 
fo don other men hires. In that Contre and 
be alle Tnde, ben gret plentee of Cokodrilles* 
that is a maner of a long Serpent; as I have 
feyd before. And in the nyght, thei dwellen 
in the Watir, and on the day, upon the Lond; 
in Roches and Caves. And thei ete no mete 
in alle the Wynter: but thei lyzn as in a 
Drem, as don the Serpentes. Theife Serpen- 
tcs flen men, and thei eten hem wepynge: 
and whan thei eten, thei meven the over Jowe, 
and noughte the nether Jowe; and thei have 
no Tonge. In that Contree, and in many o- 
ther bezonde that, and alio in manye on this 
half, men putten in werke the Sede of Co- 
toun: and thei fowen it every Zeer, and than 
growethe it in fmale Trees, that beren Co- 
toun. And fo don men every Zeer; fo that 
there is plentee of Cotoun, at alle tymes. 
Item , in this Yle and in many other, there 
is a manner of Wode, hard and ilrong: who 
fo coverethe the Coles of that Wode undir 
the A Aches there offe, the Coles wil duelkn 
and abyden alle quyk, a Zere or more. And 
that Tre hathe many Leves, as the Gynypfe 
hathe. And there ben alio many Trees, that 
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of nature thci wole never brenne ne rote in 
no manere. And there ben Note Trees, that 
beren Notes* als grete as a Mannes Hed. 
There alfo ben many Bedes, that ben dept 
Orafles. In Arabya thei ben clept Ger- 
fauntz ; that is a Bed pomelee or ipotted; 
that is but a litylle more higher than is a 
Stede: but he hathe the Necke a 20 Cubytes 
long: and his Croup and hisTayl is as of an 
Hert: and he may token over a gret highe 
Hous. And there ben alfo in that Contree 
manye Camles, that is a Jytilie Bed as a 
Goot, that is wylde, and he lyvethe be the 
Eyr, and etethe nought ne drynkethe nought 
at no tyme. And he chaungethe his colour 
often tyme: for men leen him often fcithes, 
nowin o colour and now in another colour:' 
and he may chaunge him in to alle maner of 
coloures that him lift, faf only in to red and 
white. There ben alfo in that Contree pat 
fynge grete Serpentes, sGme of 120 Fote 
long, and thei ben of dyverfo coloures, as 
rayed, rede, grenc and zalowe, blewe and 
blake and alle fpekelede. And there ben o- 
there, that han Creftes upon hire Hedes: and 
thei gon upon hire Feet upright: and thei 
ben wel a 4 Fadme gret or more: and thei 
duellen alle weye in Roches or in Moun- 
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taynes: and thei han alle wey the Throte 
open, of whens thei droppen Venym alle 
weys. And there ben alfo wylde Swyn, of 
many coloures, als grete as ben Oxen in onre 
Contrce, and thei ben alle fpotted, as ben 
zonge Fownes. And there ben alio Urchounes, 
als grete as wylde Swyn here: Wee depen 
hem Tories de Sfyue. And there ben Lyouns 
alle whyte, gret and myghty. And there ben 
alfo of other Bedes, als grete and more gret* 
ter than is b a Dejirere: and men depen hem 
Loerancx,: and film men depen hem Oden - 
thus: and thei han a blak Hed and 3 longe 
Hornes trenchant in the Front* fcharpe as a 
Sword; and the Body is fclender. And he is 
a folle felonous Bed: and he chacethe and 
fleethe the Olifaunt. There ben alfo manye 
other Bedes, fulle wykked and cruelle, that 
ben not mocheles more than a Bere: and thei 
han the Hed lyche a Bore; and thei han 6 
Feet: and on every Foote z large Clawes 
trenchant: And the Body is lyche a Bere, 
and the Tayl as a Lyoun. And there ben 
alfo Myfc, als grete as Houndes; and zalowe 
Myfe, als grete as Ravenes. And there ben 
Gees alle rede, threfithes more gret than onre 
here: and thei han the Hed, the Necke and 
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the Bred alle blak. And many other dyverfe 
feeftes ben in tho Contrees, and elle where 
there abouten: and manye dyverfe Briddes 
alfo; of the whiche, it were to longe for to 
telle zou: and therefore I pafle oyer at this 
tyme. 


Cap. XXIX. 

Of the Godeneffe of the folk of the Tie 
of Bragman. Of Kyng Alifandre: 
and wherfore the Emperour of Ynde 
is clept Preftre John. 

A ND bezonde that Yle, is another Yle, 
gret and gode, and plentyfous, where 
that ben gode folk and trewe, and of gode 
lyvyngc, aftre hire Beleve, and of gode 
Fey the. And alle be it that thei ben hot crift- 
ned, nc have no perfytLawe, zit nathelesof 
kyndely Lavve, thei ben fulle of alle Vertue, 
and thei efchewen alteVices and alle Malices and 
alleSynnes. For thei ben not proude ne covey- 
tous ne envyous ne wrathefulle ne glotonns 
ne leccherous; ne thei don to no mao other 
Wife than thei wolde that other men diden to 
A a hem 1 
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hem: and in this poynt, thei fullcfillcn the 
to Comtnandementes of God: and thei zive 
no charge of Aveer ne of RicchcfTe: and thei 
lye not, ne thei fwere not, for non occafi- 
oun; bat thei fcyn iymply, ze and nay. For 
thei ieyn, He that fwerethc, will difceyvc his 
Neyghbore: and therfore alle that thei don, 
thei don it with oaten Othe. And menclepcn 
that Yle, the Yle of Bragtnan: and s&memen 
elepen it the Lond of Feythe. And thorgh 
that Lond, rennethe a gret Ryvere, that is 
elepe Thebe. And in generalle, alle the men 
of tho Yles and of alle the Marches there a* 
bouten, ben more trewe than in ony others 
Contrees there abouten, and more righte fulle 
than othere, in alle thinges. In that Yle is 
no Thief, ne Mordrere, ne domoun Woman, 
ne pore beggere, ne nevere was man ilayn in 
that Contrec. And thei ben io dhafl, and le- 
den io gode lif, as tho thei weren religious 
men: and thei fallen alle dayes. And becaufe 
thei ben io trewe and fo rightfttlie and fo fulls 
of alle gode condiciouns, thei Weren neverS 
greved with Tempelles ne with Thondre ne 
with Leyt ne with Hayl ne with Peftylencs 
ne with Werre ne with Hnngre ne with non 
other tribulaccioun, as wee ben many rymes 
amonges us, for oure Synnes. Wherfore it 
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Ibtnethe wel, that God lovethe hem and is 
1 plcfed with hire Creance, for hire gode De¬ 
cks. Thei beleven wel in God, that made 
allethinges; and him thei worfchipen. And 
thei preyfcn non erthely Riccheflc; and fo 
thei ben alle right fulle. And thei lyven fulle 
brdynatly, and io fobrely in Met and Drynk, 
that thei lyVen right lodge. And the mod 
part of hem dyen with oaten Syknefle, whan 
nature faylethe hem for elde. And it befelle 
in Kyng Alifandres tyme, that he purpofed 
him to conquere that Yle, and to maken hem 
to holden Of him. And whan thei of the 
Contre herden it, thei lenten Meflangercs to 
him with Lettrcs, that feyden thus, What 
may ben y now to that man, to whom alle the 
World is infuffilant: thou fchalt fynde no 
thing in us, that may caufe the to warren a- 
zenftus: for wee have no Ricchefle, nenone 
weecoveyten: and alle the Godes of our Con- 
tree ben in comoun. Oure Mete, that we 
fofteyne with alle oure Bodyes, is oure Ric- 
chefle: and in ftede of trefoure of Gold and 
Sylver, wee maken oure, Trefoure of Accord 
and Peesj and for 'to love every man other. 
And for to apparaylle with oure Bodyes, wee 
ufen a fely lity lie Clout, for to wrappen in oure 
Careynes. Oure Wyfes ne ben not arrayed 
A a i for 
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for to make no man plefance, bat only con* 
nable Array, for to cfchewe Folye. Whan 
men peynen hem to arraye the Body, for to 
make it femen fayrere than God made it, the! 
don gret Synne. For man icholde not devife 
ne aske grettre Beauree,than God hath ordeyn- 
ed man to ben at his Birthe. The Erthe 
roynyftrethe to us a thinges; oure Liflode, that 
comerhe of the Erthe that wee lyve by, and 
oure Sepulture aftre oure Dethc. Wee have 
ben in perpetuelle Pees tille now, that thou 
come to dirtieritc us; and alio wee have a 
Kyng, nought for to do Juftice to every man; 
for he fchalle fynde no forfete amonge us; 
but for to kepe noblcile, and for to fchewe 
that wee ben obeyflant, wee have a Kyng. 
For Juftice ne hathe not among us no place: 
for wee don no man other wiie than wee de- 
firen that men don to us; fo that rightwif- 
nefle ne Vengeance han nought to don amon- 
ges us; fo that no thing thou may take fro 
us, but oure gode Pes, that alle wcys hathe 
dured amonge us. And whan Kyng Al'tfan- 
dre had rad theile Lettres, he thoughte that 
he feholde do gret Synne, for to trouble hem: 
and thanne he iente hem Surteez, that thei 
Icholde not ben aferd of him, and that thei 
feholde kepen hire gode maneres and hire 
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gode Pees, as thci hadden uied before of 
cuftom; and fo he let he n allone. 

Another YIe there is, that men clepen Oxi- 
drate-, and another Yle, that men clepen Gy- 
nofophe , where there is alio gode folk, and 
fulle of gode Fey the: and thei holden for the 
moil partye, the gode condiciouns and cu- 
iloms and gode maneres, as men of the Con- 
tree above ieyd: but thei gon alle naked. 
In to that Yle entred Kyng Altfandre, to fee 
the manere. And when he langhe hire gret 
Feythe and hire Trouthe, that was amonges 
hem, he feyde that he wolde not greven hem: 
and bad hem aske of him, what that they 
wolde have of hym, RicchefTe or ony thing 
elies; and thei fcholde have it with gode 
wille. And thei anfwerden, that he was riche 
y now, that hadde Mete and Drynke to fu- 
fteyne the Body with. For the RicchefTe of 
this World, that is tranfitorie, is not worthe: 
but zif it were in his power to make hem in- 
mortalle, there of wolde thei preyen him, and 
thanken him. And Altfandre anfwerde hem, 
that it was not in his powere to don it; be- 
caufe he was mortelle, as thei were. And 
thanne thei asked him, whi he was fo proud 
andfo fierce and fo befy, for to puttenalle the 
VybrJd undre his fubjeccioun, righte as thou 
Aa 3 were 
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were a God; and baft no terme of this lif} 
neither day ne hour; and wylneft to have 
alle the World at thi commandement, that 
fghalle leve the with outen fayle, or thou 
leve it, And righte as it hathe ben to other 
men before the, righte fo it fchalle ben to o- 
there aftre the: and from hens fchal tow here 
no thyng; but as tbou were born naked, 
righte lb alle naked fghalle thi Body ben turn¬ 
ed in to, Erthe, that thou were made of. 
Whcrfore thou fchoideft thenke and imprefle 
it in thi myndet that nothing is inmortalie, 
but only God, that made alle thing. Be die 
whiche anfwere, Alifandre was gretly afto- 
neyed and abayft; and alle confiifc departe 
65 hem. And alle be it that theyfe folk han 
not die Articles of oure Fythe, as wee han, 
nathcles for hire gode Fey the naturelle, and 
for hire gode entent, I trowc fulle, that God 
lovethe hem, and that God take hire Scrvyfc 
to gree, right as he did of Jsk> that was a 
Paynem, and held him for his trewe Servaunt. 
And therfore alle he it that there ben many 
dyverfe Lawgs in the World, zit I trowe, that 
God lovethe alweys hem that loyen him, and 
ferven him mekely in trout he: and namely, 
hem that difpyfeti the veyn Gkme of this 
World; as this folk don, and *S, did alfb : 
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and therfare fcyde oure Lorde, be the mouths 
of Ozee the Prophete, c Pondm eis multipli¬ 
er Leges meaSi And alfo in another place, 
§hti totum Orbem fubdit fuis Legibus. And 
alio our Lord feythe in the Golpelle, Alias 
Qves habeo x que non funt ex hoc Ovili : that 
is to feyne, that he hadde othere Servauntes, 
than tho that ben undre Criftene Lawe. And 
fo that acordethe the Avifioun, that ieynt 
*Petir laughe at Jo-ffe-, how the Aungel cam 
from Hevene, and broughte before him diverie 
Bedes, as Serpentes and other crepynge Be¬ 
des of the Erthe, and of other alfo gret plen- 
tee, and bad him take and ete. And Seynt 
Vetir anfwerde; I etc never, quoth he, of 
undene Bedes. And thanne feyde the Aun- 
gelle. Non dices inmunda , que *Deus munda - 
vit. And that was in tokene, that no man 
icholde have in deipite non erthely man, for 
here diverfe Lawes: for wee knowe not 
whom God lovethe, ne whom God hatethe. 
And for that enfample, whan men feyn, De 
profundis , thei feyn it in comoun and in gene- 
talle, with the Criftene, pro animabus omnium 
defunftorum, pro quibus Jit orandum. And 

therfore feye 1 of this folk, that ben fo trewe 
and lo feythefulle, that God lovethe hem. For 
ht bathe amonges hem many of the Prophe- 
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tcs, and alle weye hache had. And in cho 
Yles, thei prophecycd the Incarnacioun of 
oure Lord Jefu Crift, how he fchoide ben 
born of a May den; 3000 Zeer or more, or 
oure Lord was born of the Virgyne Marie. 
And thei beleeven wel in the Incarnacioun, 
and that fulle perfitely: but thei knowe not 
the manere, how he fuffred his PalEoun and 
Dethe for us. 

And bezonde theife Yles, there is another 
YIe, that is clept Tytan. The folk of that 
Contree ne tyle not, nc labcure not the 
Erthe: for thei * eten no manere thing: and 
thei ben of gode colour, and of faire lchap, 
aftre hire gretnefle: but the fmale ben as 
Dwerghes; but not fo litylle, as ben the Pig- 
meyes. Theife men lyven be the fmclle of 
wylde Apples: and whan thei gon ony fer 
weye, thei beren the Apples with hem. For 
zif thei hadde loft the favour of the Apples,, 
thei fchoide dyen anon. Thei ne ben notfulle 
refonable: but thei ben fymple and befty- 
alle. 

a Plln . L. 7. C. i. Ad extremos fines India, ab Oriente , c/>- 
ca fontem Gangis , Afiomorum gentem fine ore , corfore toto hyr- 
tam zefiiri frondium lanugme , halitu tantum viventem cr odore 
quern naribus trahant ♦ Nullum illis Cibum nullumque Potum: 
tantum Radicum fiorumque varios odores w Sylveflrium Malorum , 
qua ferum portant loyjgiore itinere ne , defit Olfaftus : gravion 
paulo odore k.vul diffic.ilter exanimate 
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Aftre that, is another Yle, where the folk 
ben alle skynned roughe Heer, as a rough 
Bed, faf only the Face and the Pawme of the 
Hond. Theife Folk gon als wel undir the 
Watir of the See, as thei don above the Lond, 
alle drye. And thei eten bothe Fleflche and 
Fiflche alle raughe. In this Yle is a gret 
Ry vere, that is wel a x Myle and an half of 
brede, that is clept b Beumare. And fro that 
Rivere a if journeys in lengthe, goynge be 
tbeDefertesof the tother fydeof the Ryvere, 
(wholb myght gon it, for I was not there; 
but it was told us of hem of the Contrce, 
that with inne tho Defertes) weren the Trees 
of the Sonne, and of the Mone, that fpaken 
to Kyng Altfandre* and warned him of his 
Dethe. And men feyn, that the folk that 
kepen tho Trees, and eten of the Frute and 
of the Bawme that growethe there, lyven wel 
400 Zeere or fooZeere, be vertue of the Frut 
and of the Bawme. For men feyn, that 
Bawme growethe there in gret plentee, and 
no where elles, faf only at Babyloyne , as I 
have told zou before. Wee wolde han gon 
toward the Trees fulle gladly, zif wee had 
myght: but I trowe, that 100000 men of 
Armes myghte not pafTen tho Defertes fafly, 

b Wtman. L. | 
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for the gret moltytude of wylde Beftes, and 
of grcte Dragouns, and of grete Serpentcs, 
that there ben, that flop and devouren alle 
that comen aneyntes hem. In that Contre 
ben manye white Olifantes with outen nom- 
bre, and of Unycornes, and of Lyotms of 
many maneres, and many of iiicbe Belies, that 
I have told before, and of many other hy- 
donfe Beftes with outen nombre. 

Many othere Yles there ben in the Load 
of Treftre John, and many grete Mervey- 
les, that weren to long to tellen alle, botbe 
of his Ricchefle, and of his Nohleffe, and of 
the gret plentee alio of precious Stones, that 
he bathe. I trowe that zee knowe wel y 
now, and have herd feye, wherefore this Em- 
perour is dept Trefire John. But nathales 
for hem that knowen not, I fchalle feye zou 
the caufe. It was fomtyme an Emperoor there, 
that was a worthi and a fnlle noble Prynce, 
that hadde Criftene Knyghtes in his compa- 
pye, as he bathe that is now. So it befelle, 
that be hadde gret lift for to fee the Service in 
the Chirche, among Crrfteamen. And than, 
dared Criftendom bezonde the See, alle Tnr •* 
Aye, Surrye , Tdrtarie, Jerufalem, TdUftjnCy 
Arabye, Halappee, and alle the Load of R- 
gygte. So it befelle, that this Emperour cam. 
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with a Criftene Knyght with him, into a Chip? 
che in Egypt- and it was the Safer Jag in 
Wyttfon woke. And the Bilhop made ordres. 
And he beheld and liftend the fervyfe fulle 
tentyfly: And he askede the Criftene Knyght, 
what men of Degree thei fcholden ben, that 
the Prelate had before him. And the Knyght 
anfwerde and feyde, that thei fcholde ben Pre- , 
ftes. And than the Emperour feyde, that he 
wolde no longer ben dept Kyng ne Empe¬ 
rour, but Preeft; and that he wolde have the 
name of the firft Preeft, that wente out of 
theChirche: and his name was John. And 
fo evere more Athens, he is dept Trefire 

his Lond ben manye Criftene men of 
code Fey the and of gode Lawe; and namely 
of hem of the lame Contree; and han co- 
tnounly hire Preftcs, that fyngea the Mefle, 
and maken the Sacrement of the Awtier of 
Bred, right as the Grekes don: but the! 
feyn not fo many thinges at the Mefle, as 
men don here. For thei feyenot but only that, 
that the Apoftles fey den, as oure Lord taughte 
bem: righte as feynt Teter and feynt Thomas 
and the other Apoftles fongen the Mefle, foy- 
enge the ‘Pater-nojier, and the wordes of the 
Sacrement. But wee haVe mapy mo addid- 
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ouns, that dyvcrfe Popes han made, that thei 
ne knowe not offe. 

•*«&«»*»»»»»»»»«««*»»«»&»•*»&«««• 
Cap. XXX. 

Of the Htlles of Gold y that Ptffemyres 
kepen: and of the 4 Flodes , that co~ 
men from Paradys terreftre. 

T OWARD the Eft partye of Prefire 
Johnes Lond, is an Yle gode and gret, 
that men clepen Taprobane y that is fulle no¬ 
ble and fulle fru&uous: and the Kyng there¬ 
of is fulle ryche, and is undre the obeyflance 
of 'Prefire John. And alle weys there thei 
make hire Kyng be Eleccyoun. In that lie 
ben x Someres and x Wyntres; and men her- 
veften the Corn twyes a Zeer. And in alle 
the Ceiouns of the Zeer ben the Gardynes 
florilht. There dwellen gode folk and refo- 
nable, and manye Criftene men amonges hem, 
that ben fo riche, that thei wyte not what to 
done with hire Godes. Of olde tyme, whan 
men pafted from the Lond of *P refire John 
unto that Yle, men maden ordynance for to 
parte by Schippe, 13 dayes or tnor?: but now 

men 
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men paflen by Schippe in 7 dayes. And men 
may fee the botme of the See in many pla¬ 
ces: for it is not fiille depe. 

Befyde that Yle, toward the Eft, ben x other 
Yles: and men clepen that on Ortlle , and 
that other Argyte\ of the whiche alle the 
Lend is Myne of Gold and Sylver. And 
tho Yles ben right where that the rede See 
departethe fro the See Occean. And in tho 
Yles men feen ther no Sterres fo clerly as in 
other places: for there apperen no Sterres, 
bat only o clere Sterre, that men clepen Ca- 
nafos. And there is not the Mone leyn in 
alle the Lunac 'toun , faf only the feconde quar¬ 
ter oun. In the Yle alfb of this Taprobane> 
ben grete Hilles of Gold, that c Piflemyres 
kepen fullc diligently. And thei fynen the 
pured Gold, and caften away the unpured. 
And theile Piflemyres ben grete as Houndes: 
fo that no man dar come to tho Hilles: for 
the Piflemyres wolde aflaylen hem and de- 
vouren hem anon; fo that no man may gete 
of that Gold, but be gret fleighte. And ther- 
fore whan it is gret hete, the Piflemyres re- 
ften hem in the Erthe, from pryme of the 

^ c Plin. L. 11. C. 31. Indies. Fcrmicd - Aurum ex CAvernis 
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bay in to Noon : and than the folk of the 
Contree taken Camayles, Dromedaries and 
Hors and other Beftes, and gon thidre, and 
chargen hem in alle bafte that thei may. And 
aftre that thei fleen awey, in alle hade that 
the Bedes may go, or the Piflemyres comen 
out of the Erthe. And in other tymes, whan 
it Is not (o hote, and that the Piflemyres ne 
reften hem not in the Erthe* than thei geteh 
Gold be this Sotyltee; Thei taken Mares* 
that ban zonge Coltes or Foies, and leyn 
upon the Mares voyde Veflelles made ther- 
fore; and thei ben alle open aboven, and 
bangynge lowe to the Erthe: and thanne thei 
lende forth tho Mares, for to pailuren aboute 
tho Hilles, and with holden the Foies with 
bem at home. And whan the Pifiemyres fen 
tho Veflelles, thei lepen in anon, and thei 
ban this kynde, that thei lete no thing ben 
empty among hem* but anon thei fillen it, be 
it what maner of thing that it be: and fd 
thei fillen tho Veflelles with Gold. And 
whan that the folk fuppofen, that the Vcf- 
felle ben fulle, thei putten forthe anon thei 
zonge Foies, and maken hem to nyzeh afire 
hire Dames; and than anon the Mares retor- 
nen towardes hire Foies, with hire charges of 
Gold: and than men difehargen hem, and 

geten 
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heten Gold y now be this foryltee. for the 
PilTemyres wole fuffren Beftes to gon and 
pofturen amonges bem; but no man in no 
wyfe. 

And Bezonde the Lond and the Yles and 
the Defertes of Trejire Johnes Lordfchipe, 
in goynge ftieyght toward the Eft, men fynde 
nothing but Mountaynes and Roches folic 
grete: and there is the derke Regyoun, where 
no man may fee, nouther be day ne be' 
nyght, as thei of the Contree feyn. And that 
t)efert, and that place'of Derknefle, duren 
fro this Coft unto Taradys terrefire ; where 
that Adam oure foremeft Fader, and Eve 
weren putt, that dwelleden there but lytylle 
while; and that is towards the Eft, at the 
begynnynge of the Erthe. But that is not 
that Eft, that wee clep oure Eft, on this half. 
Where the Sonne rifethc to us: for whenne 
the Sonne is Eft in tho partyes, toward Tara- 
dys terreflre> it is thanne mydnyght in oure 
prties o this half, for the rowndenefTe of the 
Erthe, of the whiche I have towched to zou 
before. For oure Lord God made the Erthe 
alle round, in the mydde place of the Firma¬ 
ment. And there as Mountaynes and Hiiles 
ben, and Valeyes, that is not but only of Noes 
Flode, that wafted the lofte ground and the 
t. tendro. 
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tendre, and felle doun into Valeyes: and 
the harde Erthe, and the Roche abyden 
Mountaynes, whan the loft Erthe and tendre 
wax ne/fche, throghe the Water, and felle and 
becamen Valeyes. 

Of Taradys ne can not I fpeken propurly: 
for I was not there. It is fer bezonde; and 
that forthinkethe me: and alio I was not 
worthi. But as I have herd leye of wyfe men 
bezonde, I fchalle telle zou with gode Wille. 
.Taradys terrejire , as wife men ieyn, is the 
higheft place of Erthe, that is in alle the World: 
and it is lo highe,thatittouchethenyghe to the 
cercle of theMone, there as the Mone makethe 
hire torn. For Iche is fo highe, that the FJode of 
Noe ne myght not come to hire, that wolde 
have covered alle the Erthe of the World alle 
aboute, and abpven and benethen, laf e Para- 
dys only allone. And this Taradys is encloled 
alle aboute withaWalle; and men wyte not 
wherof it is. For the Walles ben covered alle 
over with MolTe; as it lemethe. And it fe- 
methe not that the Walle is Ston of Nature. 
And that Walle ftrecchethe fro the Southe to 
the Northe; and it hathe not but on entree, 
that is clofed with Fyre brennynge; fo that 
no man, that is mortalle, ne dar not entren. 
And in the molle highe place of Tardy*, 

evene 

6 


Digitized by kjooole 



Sir John Mauhdevile, Itt. 3 69 
fevene in the myddel place, is a Welle, that 
caftethe out the 4 Flodes, that rennen be dy- 
verle Londes: of the whiche, the firft is clept 
< Phifoti or Gauge Si that is alle on; and it 
rennethe thorghe out Trtde oxEmlak: in the 
whiche Ryvere ben manye precioufe Stones, 
and mochel of Lignu Aloes, and moche gra- 
vellc of Gold. And that other Ryvere is clept 
Nilus or Gyfon, that gothe be Ethiope, and 
aftre be Egypt. And that other is clept Ti¬ 
gris, that rennethe be AJJirye and be Arme- 
uye the grete. And that other is clept Eu- 
frate , that rennethe alio be. Medee and be 
Armonye and be Terjye. And men there 
bezonde feyn, that all the fwete Watres of 
the World aboven and benethen, taken hire 
begynnynge of the Welle of Taradys: and 
out of that Welle, alle Watres comen and 
gon. The firfte Ryvere is clept Tbifon, that 
is to feyne in hire langage* Afiemblee: For 
manye othere Ry veres meten hem there, and 
gon in to that Ryvere. And fum men depen 
it Ganges ; for a Kyng that was in Tnde, that 
highte Gangeres, and that it ran thorge out 
his Lond. And that Water is in fum place 
clere, and in fum place trouble; in lum place 
hoor, and in liim place cold. The leconde 
Ryvere is dept Nilus or Gyfon: for it is alle 
B b weye 
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weye trouble: and Gyfin t in the langage of 
Ethiopia is to Stye trouble; and in djc laa- 
gage of Egipt alio. The thridde Ryvcre, 
that is dept Tigris is as moche for to ieye 
as faftc rennyngt: for he rennetbe morefafte 
than ooy of the tother. And alio there is a 
Reft, that is eleped Tigris^ that is faftc ten* 
nyoge. The fbortbe Ryvcre is dept 
that is to feyne, wel berynge: for there grow- 
eo many eCodesupou that Ryvcre, as Cornea* 
Frntes, and othere Codes y nowc pleotee. 

And zee fcbulle nadirftonde, that no man 
that is mortdle, oe may not approchen to that 
*Paradys. For be Londe no man may go for 
wyide belles* that ben in the Defertes, and 
for the highe Mountayties and gret huge 
Roches, that no man may paiTe by, for the 
derke {daces that ben there, and that maoye: 
And be the Ryveres may no man go; for the 
water rennetbe fo ruddy and fb fcharply, be- 
caufe that it comethe doun fo outrageoufly 
from the highe places aboveo, that it ren- 
ncthe in fb grete Wawes, that no Schtpp may 
not rowe ne feyle azenes it: tod the VFatre 
rorethe fb, and makethe fb huge noyfc, and 
fb gret terapefl, that no man may here other 
in the Schipp, thongbe he cryede with aUf 
the craft that he cowd«,in the byefte voysthaf 
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he myghte. Many grcte Lordes han a flayed 
with gret wide many tymes for to patfen be 
tho Ryveres toward Tarodyss with falle grete 
Companyes: bat thei myghte not fpeden in 
hire Viage; and manye dyeden for wery- 
nefle of rowynge azenft tho ftrooge Wawes; 
and many of bon becamen blynde, and many 
deve, for the noyfc ot the Water: and stime 
weren peritfeht and lofte, with inne the 
Wawes: So that no mortelle man may appro* 
che to that (dace, with outen fpecyalle grace 
of God: fo that of that place I can (eye zou 
no more. Arid therfore 1 fchalle holde me 
ftille, and retornen to that that 1 have feen. 


Cap. XXXI. 

Of the Cuftorm of Kynges, and othere 
that dwellen in the Ties cofiynge to 
Preftre Johnes Lond* And of the 
JVorfchipe , that the Sone dotbe to the 
Fader , whan he is dede. 


F ROM tho Vies, that I have fpoken of 
before, in the Load of Treftre John, 
that ben undre Erthe as to us, that ben o 
B b x this 
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this half, and of other Yles, that ben more 
furthere bezonde; who fo wil, purfuen hem, 
for to comen azen right to the parties that he 
cam fro; and fo environne alle Erthe: but 
what for the Yles, what for the See, and 
what for ftrong rowynge, fewe folk alTayen 
for to pafien that paflage; alle be it that men 
myghte don it wel, that myght ben of pow¬ 
er to drefTe him thereto ; as I have leyd zoti 
before. And therfore men returnen from tho 
Yles abovefoyd, be other Yles coftynge fro 
the Lond of T refire John. And thanne co- 
men men in returnynge to an Yle, that is 
dept Cajfon: and that Yle hathe wel 60 jor- 
neyes in lcngthe, and more then 50 in brede. 
This is the belle Yle, and the belle Kyng- 
dom, that is in alle tho partyes, out taken 
Cathay . And zif the Merchauntes ufeden als 
moche that Contre as thei don Cathay ft 
wolde ben better than Cathay , in a lchoit 
while. This Contree is fulle wel enhabyted, 
and fo fulle of Cytees, and of gode Towner, 
and enhabyted with peple, that whan a man 
gothe out of o Cytee, men leen another Cy- 
tee, eyene before hem: and that is what par- 
tye that a man go, in alle that Contree. fa 
that Yle is gret plentee of alle Godes for to 
ly ve with, and of alle manere of Spices. And 
r 1 there 
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there ben grete Foreftes of Chefteynes. The 
Kyng of that Yle is fulle ryche and fulle 
myghty: and natheles he holt his Lond of 
the grete Chane , and is obeyflant to hyra. 
For it is on of the iz Provynces, that the 
grer Chane hathe under him, with outen his 
propre Lond, and with outen other lefle 
Yles, that he hathe; for he hathe fulle 
manye. 

From that Kyngdom comen men, in re- 
turnynge, to another Yle, that is clept Ry- 
bothe: and it is alfo under the grete Chane. 
That is a fulle gode Contree, and fulle plen- 
tefous of alle Godes and of Wynes and Frut, 
and alle other RicchelTe. And the folk of 
that Contree han none Houfes: but thei dwel- 
len and lyggen alle under Tentes, made of 
black Ferae, by alle the Contree. And the 
princypallc Cytee, and the moft ray alle, is 
alle walled with black (ton and white. And 
alle the Stretes alfo ben pathed of the fame 
Stones. In that Cytee is no man lo hardy, 
to lchede Blode of no man, ne of no Belt, 
for the reverence of an Ydole, that is wor- 
fohipt there. And in that Yle dwellethe the 
Pope of hire Lawe, that they clepen Lobajfy. 
This LobaJJy zevethe alle the Benefices, and 
alle other Dignytees, and alle other thjnges, 
B b 3 that 
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that belongen to the Ydole. And alle thq 
that holden ony thing of hire Chirches, Re¬ 
ligions and othere, obeyen to him; as men 
don here to the Pope of Rome. 

In that Yle thei han a Cuftom, be alle the 
Contree, that whan the Fader is ded of ony 
man, and the Sone lift to do gret Worfchipe 
to his Fader, he lendethe to alle his Frendes, 
apd to alle his Kyn, and for religious men 
and Preeftes, and for Mynftralle alfo, gret 
plentee. And thanne men beren the dede 
Body unto a gret Hille, with gret joye and 
lolempnytc. And when thei han brought it 
thider, the chief Prelate fmytethe of the 
Hede, and leythc it upon a gret platere of 
Gold and of Sylvcr,' zif lo be he be a riche 
man; and than he takethe the Hede to the 
Sone: and thanne the Sone and his other 
Kyn fyngen and leyn manye Orilouns: and 
thanne the Preftcs, and the religious men, 
fmyten alle the Body of the dede man in pe- 
ccs: and thanne thei leyn cetteyn Orilouns. 
And the Fowles of raveyne of alle the Con- 
tree abouten knowen the cuftom of long tyme 
before, and comen fleenge aboven in the Eyr, 
as Eglcs, Gledes, Ravenes and othere Foules 
of raveyne, that eten Flelche. And than the 
Preeftes caftcp the gobettcs of the Flelche; 
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and chan the Foules eche of hem takethc chat 
he may, and gothe a litille thens and etethe 
it: andfo thei don whils ony pece laftethe of 
the dede Body. And afire that, as Preeftes 
araonges us fyngen for the dede, Subvenite 
JanEti &c. right lb the Preeftes fyngen 
with highe voys in hire Langage, Behold- 
ethe how fo worthi a man, and how gode 
a man this was, that the Aungeles of God 
comen for to fechen him, and for tobryngen 
him in to Parody *. And thanne femethe it 
to the Sone, that he is highliche worfchipt, 
whan that manye Briddes and Foules and Ra- 
veyne comen and eten his Fader. And he 
that hathe moft nombre of Foules, is mod 
worfchiped. Thanne the Sone bryngethe 
boom with him alle his Kyn, and his Frendes, 
and alle the othere to his Hows, and make-* 
the hem a gret Fefte. And thanne alle his 
Frendes maken hire avaunt and hire Daly- 
ance, how. the Fowles comen thider, here y, 
hered, here 10, and there 10, andlo forthe: 
and. thei rejoyflen hem hugely for to fpeke 
there of. And whan thei ben at Mete, the 
Sone let brynge forthe the Hede of his Fader, 
and there of he zevethe of the Flefche to his 
moft fpecyalle Frendes, in ftede of 4 Entrc 
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Mefle, or a Sukkarke. And of the Brayp 
panne, he leterhe make a Cuppe, and there 
of drynkethe he and his other Frendes alfo, 
with gret Devocioun, in remembrance of the 
hply man, that the Aungeles of God han eten. 
And that Cuppe the Sone fchalle kepe to 
drynken of, alle hjs lif tyme, in remembrance 
of his Fadjr. 

From that Loud, in returnynge be io jor- 
neys thorge out the Loud of the grcte Chane x 
js another gode Yle, and a gret Kyngdom, 
where the Kyng is fulle riche and royghty. 
And amonges the riche men of his Contree, 
\s a paflynge riche man, that is no Prynce, 
oe Duke nc Erl; but he hathe mo that holder 
pf him Londes and other Lordfchipes: for he 
is more riche. For he hathe every zeer of 
annuelle Rente 300000 Hors charged with 
forn of dy verfe Greynps and of Ryzs: and 
fo he ledethe a fulle poble Lif, and a dely- 
pate, aftre the cuftom of the Contree. For 
he hathe cvpry day, 50 fair Damyleles, allp 
May denes, that lerven him everemore at his 
Mete, and for to lye bp hem o nyght, and 
for to do with hem that is to his plefancp. 
And whan he is at the Table, thei bryngep 
him hys Mefe at every tyme, 5 and 5 to gp- 
dre. And in bryngynge hire Servyfe, thei 
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fyngen a Song. And aftre that, thei kutten 
Kis Mete, and putten it in his Mouthe: for 
he touchethe no thing ne handlethe nought, 
but holdethe evere more his Hondes be¬ 
fore him, upon the Table, For he hathe 
lo longe Nayles, that he may take no thing, 
ne handle no thing. For the Noblefle of that 
Contree is to have longe Nayles, and to make 
hem growen alle weys to ben as longe as men 
may. And there ben manye in that Contree, 
that han hire Nayles fo longe, that thei em> 
yyronne alle the Hond: and that is a grec 
Noblefle. And the Noblefle of the W6men, 
is for to haven fmale Feet and litille: and 
therfor^ anon as thei ben born, they leet 
bynde hire Feet lo ftreyte, that thei may not 
growen half as nature wolde: And alle weys 
theife Damyfeles, that I fpak of beforn, lyn- 
gen alle the tyme that this riche man etethe: 
and whan that he etethe no more of his firlte 
Cours, thanne other 5 and 5 of faire Damy¬ 
feles bryngen him his feconde Cours, alle 
weys lyngynge, as thei dide beforn. And lo 
thei don confynuelly every day, to the ende 
. of his Mete. And in this manere he ledethe 
his Lif. And lo dide thei before him, that weren 
his Aunceftres; and lo Ichulle thei that co- 
inen aftre him, with outen .doynge of ouy 

pedes 


Digitized by kjooole 




378 The Voiage and Travatle of 

Dedes of Armes: but ly ven evere more thus 
in efe, as a Swyn, that is fedde in Sty, for to 
ben made fatte. He bathe a fulle fair Pa- 
lays and fulle riche, where that he dvvellethe 
inne: of the whiche, the Walles ben in cyr- 
cuyt x Myle: and he bathe with inne many 
faire Gardynes, and many fairc Halles and 
Chambres, and the pawment of his Halles and 
Chambres ben of Gold and Sylver. And in 
the myd place of on of hys Gardynes, is a 
lytylle Mountayne, where there a is Iitylle 
Medewe: and in that Medewe, is a Iitylle * 
Toothille with Toures and Pynacles, alle of 
Gold: and in that Iitylle Toothille wole he 
lyeten often tyme, for to taken the Ayr and 
to defporten hym: for that place is made for 
no thing elles, but only for his Defport. 

Fro that Contree men comen be the lond 
of the grete Cbane alfb, that 1 have fpokca 

And ace Ichulle undirftonde, that of alle 
theifeContrees, and of alle theife Yles, and of 
alle the dyverfe folk, that I have fpoken of 
before, and of dyverfe Lawes, and of dyver¬ 
fe Beleeves that thei hanv aft is there non of 
hem alle, but that thei han fum Refoun with, 
in hem and undftftondynge, but »f n b<; the 
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fewere: and that han certeyn Articles of oure 
Feithe and sttme gode poyntes of oure Bc- 
leeve: and that thei beleevcn in God, that 
formede alle thinges and made the World; 
and clepen him God of Nature, aftre that the 
Prophete feythe, Et metuent eum omnes fines 
Tterre: and alfo in another place, Omnes gen - 
tes fervtent ei: that is to feyn, Alle folk . 
fckalle ferven him. But zit thei cone not 
fpeken perfytly; (for there is no man to 
techen hem) but only that thei cone devyfe 
be hire naturelle Wytt. For thei hau no 
knouleche of the Sone, ne of the Holy Golt: 
But thei cone alle fpeken of the Bible: and 
namely of Genefis , of the Prophetes Lawes, 
and of the Bokes of Moyfes. And thei feya 
wel, that the Creatures, that thei worfehipen, 
ne ben no Goddes: but thei worfehipen hem, 
for the Vertue that is in hem, that may not 
be, but only be the grace of God. And of 
Simulacres and of Ydoles, thei feyn, that 
there ben no folk, but that thei han Simula- 
pres: and that thei feyn, for we Criftene men 
han Ymages, as of oure Lady, and of othere 
Seyntes, that wee worfehipen; nohte the 
Ymages of Tree or of Ston, but the Seyntes, in 
whoos name thei ben made aftre. For righte 
the Bokes of the Scripture of hem techen 
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the Clerkes, how and in what manere the* 
fchulle beleeven, righte fo the Ymages and 
the Peyntynges techen the lewed folk to wor- 
fchipeu the Seyntes, and to have hem in hire 
mynde; in whoos name that the Ymages ben 
made aftre. Thei feyn alfo, that the Aun- 
geles of God fpeken to hem in tho Ydoles, 
and that thei don manye grete Myracles. 
And thei feyn Sothe, that there is an Aun- 
gele with in hem; for there ben 2. maner of 
Aupgeles, a gode and an evelle; as the 
Grekes feyn, Cacho and Cato ; this Cacho is 
the wykked Aungelle, and Cato is the gode 
Aungelle: but the tother is not the gode 
Aungelle, but the wykked Aungelle, that is 
with inne the Ydoles, for to difceyven hem, 
and for to meyntenen hem in hire errour. 

There ben manye other dyverfe Contrees 
and manye other Marveyles bezonde, that I 
have not leen: wherfore of hem I cannotfpeke 
propurly, to telle zou the manere of hem. 
And alfo in the Contrees where I have ben, 
ben manye dyverfitees of manye wondir folle 
thinges, mo thannelnaake mencioun of. For it 
were to longe thing to devyfe zou the manere. 
And therfore that that I have deviled zou of 
certeyn Contrees, that I have fpoken of be¬ 
fore, I befeche zoure worthi and excellent; 
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Noblefle, that it fuffifc to zou at this tymef. 
For zif that I devyfedzou alle that is bezonde 
the See, another man peraunter, that wolde 
peynen him and travaylle his Body for to go in 
to tho Marches, for to encerche tho Contrees, 
myghten ben blamed be my Wordes, in rehet- 
cynge manye ftraunge thinges. For he mygh¬ 
ten not feye no thing of newe, in the whiche 
the hereres myghten haven outher folace or 
defport or lull or lykynge in the herynge. For- 
men leyn alle weys, that newe thynges and 
newe tydynges ben plefant to here. Wherfore 
1 wole holde me ftille, with outen ony more 
rehercyng of dyverfiteez or of marvaylles, 
that ben bezonde, to that entent and ende, 
that who fo wil gon in to the Contrees, he 
ichalle fynde y nowc to fpeke of, that I have 
not touched of in no wyfe. 

And zee fchulle undirltonde, zif it lyke zoti, 
that at myn Horn comynge, I cam to Rome , 
and fchewed my Lif to oure holy Fadir the 
Pope, and was afToylled of alle that lay in my 
Confcience,of many a dyverfe grevous poynt: 
as men molten nedes, that ben in company, 
dwellyng amonges lo many a dyverfe folk of 
dyverfe Sedte and of Beleeve, as I have ben. 
And amonges alle, I fchewed hym this Tretys, 
that I had made aftre informacioun of men, 
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that knewea of thinges, that 1 had not feed 
my felf; and alfo of Marveyles and Cuftomes* 
that I hadde feen my felf; as fer as God wolde 
zeve me Grace: and befoughte his holy Fadir- 
hode, that my Boke myghten be examyned 
and corrected be avys of his wyfe and difereet 
Confeille. And oure holy Fadir, of his lpe- 
cialgrace,remytted my Boke to ben examyned 
and preved be the Avys of his feyd Confeille. 
.Be the whiche, my Boke was preeved for 
trewe; in io moche that thei fehewed me a 
Boke) that my Boke was examynde by, that 
comprehended fulle moche more, be an hun¬ 
dred part; be the whiche, the Mappa Mundt 
was made after. And fo my Boke (alle be it 
that many men ne life not to zeve credence to 
no thing, but to that that thei feen With hire 
Eye, ne be the Audoot ne the perfone nevet 
lo trewe) isaffermed and preved be oure holy 
Fadir, in maner and forme as I have feyd. 

And 1 Job* Mauttdevylle Knyghte above- 
feyd, (alle thonghe I be unworthi) that de* 
parted from oure Contrees and palled the See, 
theZeerof Grace 1312. that have palfed ma- 
my Londes and manye Yles and Contrees, 
and cerched manye fnlle ftraungc places, and 
have ben in many a fullegode honourable Com- 
panye,and at many a faire Dede of Armes, (alle 
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be it that 1 dide none my felf, for myn unable 
infuffifance) now I am comen Horn (mawgree 
ray felf) to refte: for Gowtes, Artetykes, that 
me diftreynen, rho diffynen the ende of my 
labour, azenft my wille (God knowethe.) And 
thus takynge Sola<Je in my wrecched refte, 
recordyngc the tyme paflcd, I have fulfilled 
theile tbinges and putte hem wryten in this 
fioke, as it wolde come in to my mynde, the 
Zeerof Grace 13 ^6 in the 34Zeer that I de- 
partede from oure Contrees. Wherfore I preye 
to alle the Rederes and Hercres of this Boke, 
zifit plefe hem, that thei wolde preyen to God 
for me: and f fchalle preye for hem. And alle 
tho that feyn for me a Tater nojier , with an 
Ave Maria., that God forzeve me my Syn- 
nes, I make hem partcneres and graunte hem 
part of alle the gode Pilgrymages and of alle 
the gode Dedes, that I have don, zif ony be 
to his piefance: and nogbte only of tho, but 
of alle that evere I fchalle do unto my lyfes 
ende. And I befeche Almyghty God, fro 
whom alle Godenefie and Grace comethe fro, 
that he vouchefaf, of his excellent Mercy and 
habundant Grace, to folle fylle hire Soules 
with inlpiracioun of the Holy Goft, in ma- 
kynge defence of alle hire goftly Enemyes 
here in Erthe, to hire Salvatioun, bothe of 
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feody and Soule; to worfchipe and thankynge 
of him, that is three and on, With outen bd- 
gynnynge and withouten endynge; that is* 
With outen qualitee, good, and with outen 
quantytee, gret; that in alle places is prefenr* 
and alle thinges conteynynge; the whiche 
that no goodnefle may amende, ne non evelle 
emipeyre; that in perfeyte Trynytee lyvethe 
and regnethe God, be alle Worldes and be alle 
tyraes. Amen, Amen , Amen. 
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Thfc French Manuscripts go 
on, as followeth. 

L A Cofie de la Lettre maunde ovefque 
tejl Efefiply a ttes noble Tf'ince Mon- 
Jieur Edward de Wyndefore, Roy de Etogle- 
terre & de Fraunce, par Monjieur John de 
Maundeville Autour/uis dit. 

Principi excellentiffimo, pre cun&is morta- 
libus precipue venerando, Domino Edwardo , 
Divina Providentii, Francorum & Anglortim 
Regi fereniffimo, Htbernie Domino, Aqui- 
tanie Duci, Mari ac ejus Infulis occidental i- 
bus dominanti, eufamie & ornatui, univerfo- 
rutiKpie Arma gerentium tutori, ac Probitaris 
& Strenuitatis exemplo; Principi quoquc rh- 
yido, mirabilis Alexandri fequaci, ac univerfo 
Orbi tremendo; cum Reverentia, non qni 
decet, (cum ad talem & tantam Reverenriara 
minus fufficientes extiterin#) fed qua parvitas 
& poffibHitas mittenfis & ofFcrentis fe cxten- 
dunt, Contenta tradantur. 
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Obsolete Words. 



A. 

A Bayft, Ajhdmed 

Ademand, Loadftone 
Agafte, Affright 
A lie only, Alone 
Allyngcs, Altogether 
Als, As 

Amyralles, Admirals 
Anne, Annas 
Aneyntes, Againfi 
Apertty, Plainly 
Arbery, Trees 
Arrere, Raife 
Arwe, Arrow 
Askes, Ajbes 
Affay, Prove 
AfToille, Loofi 
At, With 

Attempree, Ttmf orate 


Aveer, Having 
Aventure, Chance 
Augurynes, Fortune-tellers 
Avowe, Vow 
Avowtrie, Adultery 
Autier, Altar 
Avys, Advice 
Azen, Again 

’B. 

B Abewyne, Baboort 
Barctte, Fraud 
Be, By 

Beclyppe, Curdle 
Behefte, Promift 
Behiglrte, Bequeathe 
Behotynge, Promifing 
Bended, Bound 
Beftyalle, Cateli 
Bcthe, Be 

Bctokc, 



INDEX. 


Betoko, Gave 
Boughtc, Redeemed 
Bougiers, Bulgaria 
Boyft, Box 
Brace, Arm 
Brenne, Burn 
Bridde, Bird 
BufcayUe, Bullies 
But, Except 
Byggere, Bayer 

C. 


C Alveren, Calves 
Careyne, Carcafs 
Catelle, Goods 

Cefoun, Pojjejfion 
Chambcrere, Chambermaid 
Charge, Care 
Chefteynes, fheftnutt 
Cheve, Rife 
Cheveateyn, Chieftain 
Claretee, Brightnefi 
Cleped, Called 
Colrer, Dove 


Comaynz, Commons 
Compas, Circle 
Connable, Convenient 
Conne, Know 
Coft, Coafl 
Coftynge, Bordering 
Covenable, Convenient 
Culver, Dove 
Cumanc, Ten Thoufand 
CyloUrs, Ceiling 


D. 


D Eane, Diana 
Defaute, Want 
Defende^ Oblige, Forbid 


Degrees, Steps , Generation 
Delyverly, Deliberately 
Demen, 'Judge 
Departe, Divide 
Dere, Dare 
Dereworihe, Dear 
Defparple, Difperfe 
Defpenfer, Steward 
Defport, Paftime 
Deftrere, A Horfe 
Deve, Deaf 
Deveer, Duty ' 

Devifed, Divided 
Difpytous, Spiteful 
Doel, Sorrow 
Doughty, Mighty 
Dure, Endure 
Durethc, Reacheth 
Dyghte, Deckt 


E. 

E FT, Afire 

Eftfones, Afterward 
Elde, Age 
Enleved, Inlaid 
Enoumbre, Overjhadow 
Enter, Bury 
Enumbre, Overjhadow 
Ere, Till 
Efchewe, Avoid 
Everiche, Every 
Eyen, Eyes 
Eyr, Air . 

Eyren, Egges 
Eyfelle, Vinegar 


F. 


F Adme, Fathom 
Fay rely, Leifurely 
Fedme, Fathom 
Felonous, Cruel 

Cc i Femynye* 



a 




in n 


Femynye, Women 
Fend, Fiend 
Fer, Far 
Fere, Commons 
Fertre, Biere 
Fetten, Fetch 
Flee, Flea 
Fleyghe, Flie, Fled 
Flora, River 
Foie, Fool 
Forby, Thereby 
Forcelette, Fort 
Fordon, Undoe 
Forfete, Wrong 
Forfothe, Truly 
Forthinke, Repent 
Foffe, Ditch 
Fromward, Froward 
Frote, Rub 
Fyn, Fine 
Fynt, Findeth 


E X, 

) 

Heer, Hair 
Hele, Health 
Helynge, Covering 
Hera, Ihem 

Herberyhgage, Entertainment 
Herberwe, Entertain , Harboui 
Here, Their f 

Herethe, Hear ye 
Heved, Heed,"7 . 

Hed, Hede, S 
Hidrewards, Till now 
Hiere, Higher 
Hight, Was called 
Him, Himfelf 
Hire, Her, Their 
Holt, Holdeth 
Howfelc, Communicate 
Hucche, Ark 
Huy re. Hire 


I. 


G. 


G Ene, Genua 

Gentyles, Gentry 
Geites, JeJls 
Gildene, Gilded 
Gobettes, Pieces 
Grace, Favour 
Grave, Bury 
Gravely, Gravelly 
Grece, Step 
Gree, Favour 
Greu, Greek 
Guyfe, Faflnen 


H. 


^Halfcndel,J * Part ’ Hal f 
Han, Have 

Hede, Heed , Care, Head 


TAneweys, Genoefe 
J Inhabitable, Not habitable 
jonkes, Rujhes 
Joutes, Goards 


17 " Epe, Heed 

Knave, Male, Servant 
Kyndely, Natural 


L. 


L Argeneffe, Breadth 
Laften, Keep •' 
Latyneres, That /peak Latin 
La we, Religion 
Leche, Valet 
Leet, Suffer to Be 
Leeven, Believe 
Lem$, Limb 

Lemman; 
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Lemman, Sweet heart 
Lentone, Time of Lent 
Lette, Stop 
Lever, Rather 
Lewd, Lewe, The laitie 
Leyte, Lightning 
Liche, Like 
Lodes man, Pilot 
Lyche, Like 
Lyggynge, Lying 
Lyrs, Lice 

M. 

M Anace, threaten 

Marches, Countries 
Marchethe, $oyneth 
Mareyes, Meres 
Mawgree* & fright of 
Mawndee, Lafi Suffer 
Meddle, Mingle 
Mede, Reward 
Menoure, Minor 
Meridionale, Southern 
Mcfelle, Leprous 
Meynee, Own People 
Mochel, Much 
Monke, Monkey 
Montance, Amount 
More, Bigger 
Morwe, Morrow 
Moutance, Maintenance 
Mowe, May 
Mure, Wall 
Myne, Dig 
Myrour, Lookmg-Glafs 
Myrs, Bogs 

N. 

N Atheles Nevertholefs 
Nempae, Name 
Neflche, Soft 


Neyghe, Afproehe 
Nobelyche, Nobly 
Noght, Not 
Nolde, Would net 
Not, Nought 
Note, Nut 
Nys, Is not 

0 . 

O Qn> on# 

5 Or, Ere 
Orfray, Overbey 
Over, Beyond 
Outtake, Except 

?. 

P Aas, Paces 
Pathe, Pave 
Paument, Pavement ■ 

Pay nemos* P*g*** 

Perauntes* Pcrauater, Perhaps 
Pes, Peace 
Pefe, Pea 
Peyne, Take paint 
Pighte, Pitcht 
Plenerly, Pulpy 
Plefance, likmg 
Pleyn, Pull 
Pleyne, Complain 
Prevytee, Secret 
Purpre, Purple 
Pytous, Pityous 
' R. 

R Athere, Lower 
Recckec, Efieem 
Reme, Rewme, Realm 
Remewen, Remove 
Rewme, Reme, Realm 
Reyne, Rain 
Rightefulle, Righteous 

Righted 
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INDEX. 


RightewHheffe, Rsghteoufnefs 
Roche, Rock 
Rofere, Safe-Tree 
Rytt, Rides 

S. 

S Mve 9 Salu* 

Sarmoyz, Sarracene 
Saughe, Saw 

Scherethorfday, Sbrovt Thurf- 
dsy 

Schryye, Confofs 
Sdeyes, Sledges 
Scomfyte, Difcomfit. 

Seche, Seek 
See, Sea, Seat 
Sege, 5 m/ 

Sekc, 5ir* 

Semblec, AJfembby 
Sentement, Taft 
Septemtrionele, Northern 
Sep tem try on. North 
Servage, Bondage , 

Sewynge, Following 
Seyde, To/d 
Seyn, 5 /m 
S ikerly, Securely 
Simnlaaes, Images 
Sithe, 5i»z# 

Sithes, Tower 
Skylle, Reafon 
Slen, 5&iy 
Slowghe, Slew 
Smytt, Sinketh 
Somdelle, Somewhat 
Sothe, Truth 
Sothefaftnefle> Truth 
Sowd, War 
Sowdan, Sultan 
Sown, Sound 
Spccyalte, Rarity 


Spenden, Efteem 
Stank, Pool 
Stedes, Stages 
Steighe, Afeended 
Stere, Stir 
Stont, Standeth 
Stye, Ascend 
Sukkarke, Dainty 
Sweloghe, Breathing-kola 
Syde, Brym 
Sykcr, Secure 
Symulacres, Images 
Sythes, Times 
Sytt, Is fituate 

T. • 

T hat, The , it 

Thenne, Thence 
Therf, Unleavened 
Thilke, That 
Tho, Thofe 
Thralled, Inflaved 
Toke, Gave 

Tranfmontayne Ster, Pole- 
Star 

Travayle, Trouble 
Travers, Streaks 
Trepaflablc, That may be faf¬ 
fed over 

Trompe, Trumpet 
Trouble, Muddy 
Trowe, Believe 
Truffulle, Truth 

V. 

V Acre, Vic^r 
Verres, Glafs 
Vif, Live 
Viffagc, Face 
Vnderhemen, Reprove 

Unethe* 
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► Scarce 


Unethe , 
Unnethe,j 
Vowte, Vault 
Upon, Over 
Vyaunde, . ViHuals 
.Vync, * Wine 

W. 


fTTAnhope, Defpair 
\\ Wawe, Wave 
Weddc, Pledge 
^ene, Imagin 
What, Whatever 
Withoutcn, Befides 
Wlcane, Volcano 
Wot, Know 
Wowc, Wall 
Wratthcd, Provoked 
Wyndwc, Winnow 
Wyte, 

Wytcthc, JCw>w ye 


Y. 

Y Lke, 

Ynde, Indigo 
‘ Ynowe, Enough 

Z, 

Z AF, Gave 
Zate, Gate 
Zee, rw 
Zeer, Fair 
Zelde, rie/d 
Zclow, ft/fao 
Zerde, Xod 
Zet, re* 

Zeve, Give 
Zif, // 

Zifte, Gift 
Zolde, rif/d 
Zoman, Yeoman 
Zong, 

Zou, 
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